Abstract | NTERACTI VE TELEVI SI ON CONVERTER

One or nore channels (on 202) in . milti-¢&hannel cable television.
distribution systemis used. for the transnission of |nteract|ve t el evi si on
(ITV)-~ signals in the formof packetized digital i mat i on fromthe
cabl e system headend to subscribers. A converter (25ﬂ$£ﬁmf¢q¢, gsgri ber
| ocation is connected between the cabl e1gystem and the RHQ_
tel evision receiver (230). Such converter cont ai nsTaTe
the 1 TV channgls, E?ntrol packets in the I TV signals are addressed to

I ndi vi dual co s to enable the receipt of one or nore virtual channels
by a converter. The conver {INTERANCTBRE TELEVISION CONVERTER) t he

acketized digital inf
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unal t ered. Thit@ Subscribersh Acconyerisr (2aQ)ay each sbseriher locptien isronnected betveen si on
receiver are Hﬁ@é&b‘l’es s&r@hﬁ&ﬂﬁ%ﬁbéﬁﬁb&”@&qﬂv@&i &c@fvei(ﬁ@ﬂ) nSﬁiHédﬁ%rtérhe vi deo
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conventional tapd sddressed to individial corvereetshio enatile elesryedlpmfmé or ook virewal or
symbol 9entd at cRintiels by a converter. The converter decodes and expands (214,215) the
packetized digital information in such enabled channels and generates a conventional
video signal (222), which is transmitted to the subscriber’s television receiver on one
of the channels used for the ITV signal from the headend, replacing the packetized
| digital information. The remaining channels from the cable system are forwarded to
15 such television receiver unaltered. Thus, all cable-ready features of the subscriber’s
television receiver are usable. In alternative embodiments of the invention, the video
signal generated by the converter is derived from one or more sources. Examples of
such sources are an additional receiver adapted to receive a conventional television
signal from the cable system and local text or symbol generators.
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