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(57) Abstract: A file system for displaying items of different types and from different physical locations. In accordance with one

- aspect of the invention, a wide scope of items may be available. In other words, the system is able to represent items from multiple
&= physical Jocations (e.g., different hard drives, different computers, different network locations, etc.) so that to a user all the items
& appear to be from one location. The file system utilizes virtual folders. The virtual folders expose regular files and folders to users
in different views based on their metadata instead of the actual physical underlying file system structure on the disk. In accordance
with another aspect of the invention, non-file items may be represented in the virtual folders. In other words, files that are stored in
memory are located in a physical store. The virtual folders can be made to include jtems that are not currently represented in the
physical store. Examples of non-file items are e-mails (1102) and contacts (1101).
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