
OBJECT TRACKING AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD USING RADIO-FREQUENCY
IDENTIFI- CATION TAGS  Abstract:   An object tracking and management system
and method using radio-frequency identification ("RFID") tags is dis-
closed. Objects (132) to be moved between locations are outfitted with RFID
tags (130) having information relating to the identities  



of the objects. The locations are also marked by RFID tags (140, 150)
containing information on the locations. A transport vehicle  (110) for
moving the objects is equipped with an RFID interrogator (120) capable of
detecting signals from the RFID tags (130, 140,  150). An onboard processor
(160) provides the operator of the vehicle with instructions on the
movement of objects. The processor  (160) also determines the identities of
the objects and locations from the detected signals and provides the
operator with feedback  as to the identity of an object being moved, the
location of the vehicle and any error in carrying out the instructions.
Numerous  variations of the basic system and method using RFID tags are
also described.  


