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(57) Abstract: A method of providing a cryptographic service at a com-
puting node is described. The cryptographic service is provided for a
requesting party external to the computing node in relation to a transac-
tion. The cryptographic service operates on transaction data in a cryp-
tographic service format. At the computing node, the following steps
take place. A service request is received from a requesting party: this
service request comprises a request to perform a cryptographic service
in relation to the transaction; and the request comprises transaction data
in a transaction format. The computing node detects from the transac-
tion data in the transaction format that it comprises transaction data in
a cryptographic service format, and it extracts the transaction data in
the cryptographic service from one or more data fields of the transac-
tion format. This is possible as the one or more data fields have been
repurposed to contain the transaction data in the cryptographic service
format. The computing node then processes the transaction data in the
cryptographic service format to perform the cryptographic service. An
associated method of performing a transaction is also described, along
with suitable computing apparatus for performing these methods.



