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"graphi cal user interface (QU) of a conputer system displays on
control areas (32) responsive to user input. The control (38) ﬁérdm‘&@ﬁﬂz

fromsuch input by a transparent overlay (34) which conveys th| S protected
status to the user. An authorized user may renove the cover (34) by
activating a grip surface proximal to the control area (32) with the

poi nting device and then noving the pé¥nting device to expose the
underlying ~ control (38). In this manner inadvertent interaction with the
control area (32) is avoided. In an alternate enbodi nent wherein the user
has not y@ETHEEANDIARPARATUSSPORBROTECAINGICONDROLSAIN GRARHAS iSERdI ock

i s displayed proximl tNTHEREFAOCBSIGH CoMVRUTBR)SYJdFMISt he user's activation
of this protection icon (42), an authentication box (44 ) appears for the

user t o @8I a¢he user name and password, whereupon the protective shield
cover (34) is automaticall y renoved fromthe underlying control area
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RomanAr () @athr the poixging ldeHoe and-then ywiringDbe primtin@ device to expose the underlying

control (38). In this manner inadvertent interaction with the control area (32) is avoided.
In an alternate embodiment wherein the user has not yet been authorized, an authorization
icon (42) such as a padlock is displayed proximal to the control area (32). Upon the user’s
activation of this protection icon (42), an authentication box (44 ) appears for the user to
enter the user name and password, whereupon the protective shield or cover (34) is
automatically removed from the underlying control area (32) with animation and sound as

desired.
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