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(57) Abstract: This branching device (D) is provided with: a branch line side guide rail (20¢) which is disposed from a near-side
main line travel path (Ra) to a branch line travel path (Rc) on the inner side of these travel paths; a main line side guide rail (10b)
which is disposed from the near-side main line travel path (Ra) to a far-side main line travel path (Rb) on the outer side of these
travel paths; and a switching mechanism (40) which switches the position of a movable rail (25¢) of the branch line side guide rail
(20c) and the position of a movable rail (25b) of the main line side guide rail (20b) to a branch line guide position (BP) and a main
line guide position (MP). Meanwhile, in this branching device (D), a middle guide rail (10) is not disposed in a portion (b) in which
the middle position in the travel path width direction of the far-side main line travel path (Rb) crosses the branch line travel path
(Re) and a portion (c) in which the middle position of the travel path width direction of the branch line travel path (Rc) crosses the
far-side main line travel path (Rb).
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