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BEVERAGE CONTAI NER CARRI ER Field of the Invention The
present invention relates to a beverage contai ner
wa@asositeriohavi ng a carryi ng handl e and a pl ur al P€YATR005/000533
conpartnents, each adapted to contain a beverage
container, in particular a gogtl e. The invention has
been devel oped especially, Dbut not exclusively, for
use in sporting events to carry teani s sports bottles
and i s herein JBEVERBREH CONTAZNEROORBRIERHOwever, it
IS to be appreciated that it is not limted to that
use. Background to the Invention It is common at
iddoef af¢ dmvigadriatporting events to see a person
such as a team coach or trainer running onto the
pl ayiThg aresmentt Hrareraridrerreddamtsedd @ fvkmage container

rali : ot ; r rlgpj%( ;
g&?@a&%@@c% cctzérxr%ﬁ/él%§ ?@%ﬁ}a Iayrg_%]}\e/ep a ain%yé %fnd an
compay e, sladomstantachtt HHRied 8 PYPEFaISN th one
cdrRaldrTent, ¢fa.88ch At fa Mbtaitidier mide Bferdtito &l d abeen
pl ane in whi ¢ch the handle is nounted. _Typical carr%n ng
deysdiared isrRafde 4y, W ook retit-sy - use in
sﬁ%ﬁi@i@id‘i&rﬁ::ﬁiﬂw:cceaz&qt tﬂd@m'l\éosépcm/t&i: lodt €] dotdnhd is
carriers ar, nu ture Si steel wire..Once ful
BRI SRS I A G PR of KT Bt 116 Sar v drd
aprsresdistted] udiaty ol ass imotr elsimi thec @ oshiathguet. the wire
of fers a degree of rust prevention and sonme protection
to the user. Such bottle carriers, especially when

Bagﬁ%gioggégq{g Schearlem?%jggf&{ to attack from UV |ight and

The products are

periaodically made wet, and then. dried out, and, suffer

consi%eﬁfolcémi%tallrbd;?%ea%r?%gg%%% %%Irntlng events to
sdg angpardat isanch Tde ot garercoadt i ong, t i odr matnm ihd yonto
tﬁgﬁbf%ying area with a carrier adapted to hold a

plurality of bottles of water or other sports beverage.
Such carriers typically have a handle and an even number
of compartments arranged in pairs with one compartment of
each pair on either side of the central plane in which the
handle is mounted. Typical carrying devices include 4, 6

or 8 compartments, each containing a single bottle.

Most available bottle carriers are manufactured using-
steel wire. Once fully manufactured, the wire skeleton of
the bottle carrier is coated using plastic resin. The
coating of the wire offers a degree of rust prevention and
some protection to the user. Such bottle carriers,
especially when used outdoors, are subject to attack from
UV light and other damaging conditions. The products are
periodically made wet and then dried out, and suffer
considerable physical damage during use and
transportation. The polymer coating, which naturally has a
low mechanical strength, is further weakened by such tough
conditions and begins to crack and peel, leaving the wire

partially exposed. This renders the bottle carrier
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| ow nechani cal strength, is further weakened by such
tough conditions and begins to crack and peel, |eaving
wo b@smpries partial ly exposed. This renders the POI/AUZ005/000533
carrier__ difficult to clean and the exposed wire
begins to rust, particularly at corners, creating a
risk of injury to the persdh carrying the bottle
r.r d h t IIe [ es.
afReyEE, B 1 Baho rf B! BR R RO bR e
PagaAcCHARY lyaREé cpensitse ofrelpsiride aamd skhef flgiury dradetdle

pe%and%%gnlﬂgd%heabb%ltqfel ¥l iloWalGad STRIHNG tH et es
Coggﬁpt cult for_the user to carry it confortably Bottle
[

&Pg RPECIPEeh OB thed PRCEdFeEGT STt s

desirabl e for coaches and trainers to run onto and off

the or fi imal _disruption _to the ga
 ERRRE T apoPet ki Famraorar SHBLFFL (HarRror by, S one
81eegoﬁobpcaubyauésw@ﬁ@dfmdlbe1@adehyca@rdaﬁ¢nm wpEed.a
re§%@q@gigoﬁo ?o%@yﬁﬁwfﬁ I@edﬂE%i%%ﬁﬂ Tgyﬂﬁﬂaquser to
ovi beverage container carrier conprising
Caﬁéﬁdﬂ@ &Pmﬁﬁgééb&ang a | ongi tudinal axis and deflnlng
a central plane which, when carried, is orientated
subst ant i aII vertlcally, urallty of conpartnments;
whor BOR 4B REEABAF: AER OfE RidpEat o SeupRORE afe 1t is
debeaablenéoheweaa@escamﬂamﬁenn@u@htthaiulmﬂmmb(ﬁﬂdldﬂt the
sp%rt%ngllteligl nggha)r(nllilgialt Izﬁ ?L%%[ t%n%h%ev m%ge It is
container 1 s di'sposed at AT a et ot e celitTal
thelrefeoreBdesireb lehd&wre Hotitde, qanglﬁgweﬁagéﬁcontalners
I 1 ,
A e R R
bottl es are supported

Summary of the Invention

The present invention provides a beverage container

carrier comprising:

a handle arranged along a longitudinal axis and
defining a central plane which, when carried, is

orientated substantially vertically;

a plurality of compartments;

wherein each compartment is adapted to support at
least one beverage container such that, when carried, a
longitudinal axis of the at least one beverage container

is disposed at an angle to the central plane.

Because, when carried, the beverage containers are
inclined to the central vertical plane, the carrier has a
lower profile than one in which the bottles are supported
vertically. This means that, when full, the carrier is

more easily carried, particularly at speed.
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vertically. This neans that, when full, the carrier is

nore easily carried, particularly at speed.In a
w@arositebar enbodi nent, the conpartnents each POTAUL®S@00533

base, an openi ng opposite the base and a conpart nent

wal | extendi ng between the ga§e and the openi ng,

mherein the opening is disp sed above the base and is

di spased, QUAALALY! (BN HASE dicd %taa@gaét?néﬁes each

_ centra pFane e conp
ingitenrm ikagey @gempﬁrrm mmosm tfhﬁ)rh&ﬁ.%rﬁréi aneb

c PR tnntOwa1e dxdteid ity BatRes UHd Ysdadd Ay
solid. In a particul ar enbodlnent t he cq art nts

OBRGTE gk AMFEF Su e [PRED IR ¢ £HrgRREed
amansaidaigpd@cﬁlcﬁpﬂ&adﬂwdrdnhaih@ Heie eftdlacﬁméwa:o the

s S5 s e o R At ol T O TR dont ral
sqi:lsmeltnlatllys Q}@mreauﬁqctpnd,err@biee froom trbessht o eveeb of
REV &S, Lanhal nq;dts fl?ecesé‘l ‘g? cf&s apﬁ‘éﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁld

or ease of access an ention ver
there are possible advantageous arrangenents wherein

the aontaifers dace @M@M&mt Fathd nednait@mddtd here

bott have t.apered sha thelr top ends, then
AR I iy ST B (BRI P = trer
1sstchlgqmﬂﬂ aannl:rarur&ertgead tsa;;creﬁmajf ttﬁ&a tiopreratse aforitwiner,

tl S G ver r.ovi d n
Whges}reantgle rrecgrﬁe%sl]ngﬁ el c|Pactu c§la’r ele%b% d%Br)Pe%rﬁd p%g“% ts and
angbishrerasnht£ iam Mtqammjl tolam i rig ylsslgerwrmllme

prafeSie &NEUGAAE S UHA S e hel RS B4 dN &%&M@f@ Nto

of the beverage containers during carrying of
faoq rRfards %?ﬁe FHMRT I ToRRTe ihtaceges aﬁl?%nged in
preARR IOV dmaéamed{@ﬁémh ek ofrd oLl

acgvaacrﬂaage@ues t00- ST B SEAA9eNed WL fespect £
downwards. For instance, if the bottles have a tapered
shape at their top ends, then a row of bottles on either
side of the handle may be staggered and arranged such that
the top ends of the bottles cross over to provide a

compact packing arrangement.

In a particular embodiment, each compartment is
constructed to entirely surround the sides of a beverage
container. This minimises movement of the beverage

containers during carrying of the carrier.

In one form, the compartments are arranged in two

rows, one disposed on each side of the central plane.

The two rows may be staggered with respect to each
other, but preferably the compartments are arranged
symmetrically on either side of the central plane, with

the compartments in each row aligned.
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ot her, but preferably the conpartnents are arranged

symmetrically on either side of the central plane,
wowdaok/1ot1e4 conpartments in each row ali gned. | n POEATU20081000533

the carrier conprises two sections, each conprising

one row of conpartnents. Pr ferably, the two sections

are identical. The handl e could be formed as a

separ n%a fﬁjrrrpmth%r ef.gratly £a Se% tg«%ne%%ﬂgylﬂih%s each

part ndle . Iha prefer
CO@E’F?%SéfI“-g Pnorret ®h é‘@ﬂmﬁtﬁ@ll'y‘-sof Rugf d1pdnty cdlhe two

séﬁﬂﬂdﬁ%\ﬂﬂéﬂidéﬁtﬂﬁéﬂ Ohﬁéﬂkﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂfdﬂd‘E%Daﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁf .ad My

a _pr err%gi gﬁgﬂ e sections are
SCEET: ‘a (B LRSI SRCRURS T (i Th ST IRES tthe
pa&&ctdfonﬁeoﬂlarhﬁecarrl ers are easy to store and
transport. In one form each conpartnent is
di mensi oned to hold a beverage container of a first

si ze Inard pewfsrirsss eabodipent ,paie aampricy nst ecandtaseted
ed@lﬂéT%‘Qgﬂnﬁﬁirﬁﬁ@htﬂd&lo%%lRﬂ5§n &1 WP e %Qﬁﬁdéﬁ15§5

inthe formof a collar which I mensi oned t
sn@R g FoRRSFSEge cont ai ner of a second, snaller,
si ze. Thereby, the beverage container carrier is

adap ed to C eve a e containers of two different
si ze §%%ﬁ%?% ReBEovitdich Fos tE s A Spadiien
sqmnawm hmaﬂdhhmra@emﬂhmmnamemdhwaﬂmmﬂmmﬂnghe

seI%LIEPLQ)QQ JOr l'féq%asﬁa_lelr%r as.'cje %t%s r‘i:t a'&erxse a%c{ntra sspeort.

anenent during transpor | morie Tor M
carrier is forned fron1|nject|on nmoul ded plastics. In

one Ry onellRyrnf, OlBcht RenpPladthlst Q.%ntcﬁ'n{&ls'iolr%d to hold
resistant additive. In oné particular form the

& HEYSHAES A% sATaiafs dart 1wt Eiws i @rgiddqqm%sq% 2%
sUpRIcAtC Waoatt ifoar fir aaia teoRp Palge f ithd Q:Tdi@siaxa:?meaft OD%.

one kf%(:egn Sf:tl'lreucstuuprp%rt-rrf)lo%tr{%%n%st f}%t tthhe o%:tmS Io a co a;L
which is dimensioned to surround a beverage container of a
second, smaller, size. Thereby, the beverage container
carrier is adapted to carry beverage containers of two
different sizes, the support portion providing a support
base for the first beverage container and a surrounding
support for the smaller sized containers to minimise its

movement during transport.

In one form, the carrier is formed from injection
moulded plastics. In one particular form, the plastics
contains a UV resistant additive. In one particular form,
the plastics also containsg an anti-static additive. In a
particular form, each compartment is formed as an open
webbed structure. This means that the outside of each
beverage container is easily visible when the beverage
containers are in the carrier, so that particular beverage
containers, for example those intended for particulér
athletes, can easily be identified.
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beverage container is easily visible when the beverage
containers are in the carrier, so that particul ar
whewsnages cont ai ners, for exanpl e those i nt endedI/AUR005/000533
particular athletes, can easily be identified.Brief
Description of the Drawingsclt is convenient to herein
descri be enbodi nents of the present invention with
BriciErgaseriptide @af conpdwawiongls aw ngs. The
particularity of the draw ngs and the rel ated
descrjdtpti@gbér&aéxgi&ec _Lﬂlztd_et{éﬁé)?@tcﬁéséﬁbé E&%é&%ﬁé&%& hes
recedin road description e invention: In e,
tf R PR GR W P VTERTOT B0 pf &F dFyegTPanying
devodisentThedé pabelverbge tpnbfi tiee deswiess dhd.tRei s
i ' \ iner.carrier of Fig. ..
xR df AR S OF DEUR 0P SRR A0S r S St S dpteaing
themreerdinarkread cleRigiption Bef afhedibDesntripni on A
beverage container carrier in the formof a bottle
carrier 1 conprises a handle 2 and a plurality of
conpar® et SRWIngRh conpartment 3 adapted to contain
and support a single bottle. The handle 2 is
positj.oned in central plane A-A ich is orientated
SubstA |3;F\FerR]iaébl‘FVWPe¢.\% REBTTTE SProdtmant ©of a
bemragsl. cdinea Tempardmeidss; 3 are arranged symetrically
in two rows, one on either side of the central plane
A-A" , such that the conpartnments 3 in each row are
al i g - |4 ihe isidstriawedlndnlibereragheentzaineno
cdOMSe ©f o f O o CONpagddrent s, but the bottle carrier
could include four or six conmpartnments arranged in two
rows of two or three conpartnents, respectively. Mre
t han might3 cofmparga@iissl end view of the beverage

container carrier of Fig. 1.

Detailed Description

A beverage container carrier in the form of a bottle
carrier 1 comprises a handle 2 and a plurality of
compartments 3, each compartment 3 adapted to contain and
support a single bottle. The handle 2 is positioned in
central plane A-A’, which is orientated substantially

vertically when the bottle carrier 1 is carried.

The compartments 3 are arranged symmetrically in two
rows, one on either side of the central plane A-A’, such
that the compartmeﬁts 3 in each row are aligned. In the
illustrated embodiment, there are two rows of four
compartments, but the bottle carrier could include four oxr
six compartments arranged in two rows of two or three
compartments, respectively. More than eight compartments
could be used, but this could make the carrier heavier and

more unwieldy to carry.
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coul d be used, but this could make the carrier heavier
and nore unwieldy to carry.As illustrated in Figure 3

W0 2008a0espart nents 3 are angl ed such that a PCT/AU2005/000533

| ongi tudinal axis B of a bottle 4 placed in the
conpartment 3 is inclined af an angle b to the
vertical central plane A-A"~. A preferred range for

the anplQ Rudekakd %nf'}%j,g@?ﬁeg Py S Wi A0 Ao

opti mal I'y "subst ant | edause the “conpar t nent

angled iqudy vy & domaiteidiand exis B kit chn
pleR DS ite boMpaA-t@W! Nel Phinod tQutad e tARPL OB to
the bottles 4 gbstructing use of the handle 2 .” The
Che Y- 13 s e oR- RS A rired: ARG RS tiRgR g the
argfl egifavist v 55f tbhestarmeoes dref&Epalbl ¢onpardorertt® 3nd
' rt4.0 for, suppaorting a bottle 4
o A P B A e P B e sEmRarErER LS 3
arendligdesl awest 1Tagors tdiendrmgidiee® t :-He thandlel erarsilre

. _ J . |
p&fﬁ&@ﬂé@ atSlaoaweprIél'gggb; Wi e Qg | ea}e P L

lar 6 to support the e of the snma sl ze

baigiiat 4 ARSPRIGHIRSENST The o handle @ ofkpdandle 2 is

t g o it IiRRRYd. JdsdihaeSrid eletiZebDYrtdBity of

e reducin ngyenent of the smaller sized bottle in the
Hﬁnﬁ%ﬁﬁ t=3 during carrying of the carrier 1 . The
outer portions of the conpartnents 3 have an open

webb tr re jnGl udi. ' Lch e

Iabe%%é%w%ﬁﬁ?%é&%#gé%t5%%?%%%%E?gx%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁégnhggQS%
syppsintiigite inPtHe commeritimmed 3in thee dwndtnent i®r and
bakd SdriRGt ipn dmued f rmiRet yoropd entond aferal! Yo

including U/ and anti- static additjives to praotect it
SR RTa K A FHPRATF RPNt iatathaRighg
bedusd thwkiclddrd €as efudppr edie PHMe idf afid Ghmaller
sirg)e%{ %OQZ% R OGRS paelrsa.cr)nel?ea:lrn SofI q:%{e tchoel lcaarr ré elgro:kri des
surrounding support for the smaller sized bottle, reducing
movement of the smaller sized bottle in the compartment 3

during carrying of the carrier 1.

The outer portions of the compartments 3 have an open
webbed structure including openings 8, which enable labels
on the bottles to be visible when they are positioned in
the compartments 3.

The bottle carrier 1 is injection moulded from
polypropylene, preferably including UV and anti-static
additives to protect it from attack from sunlight and to
prevent it attracting dust, making it easier to clean. The
injection moulding process also means that the carrier 1
can be formed in a variety of colours, such as corporate
or team colours. A name plate with the name of the team
or sponsor can also be clipped to the outside of the

carrier 1.
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can be fornmed in a variety of colours, such as

corporate or teamcolours. A nane plate with the nane
wo@toosheoive£am or sponsor can al so be clipped toP€HaU2005/000533

outside of the carrier 1.The carrier 1 is fornmed in

two identical, symetrical, -hal ves which have been

designed in such a way to aIIOM/the assenbly of

reverﬁ@@ é&'ﬁf‘iéfai PéfférmeEaEH #)@Uﬂ%ﬁ’aﬁé&? four
qsartne ts and hal f of handl e and t t wo

BELGR J%%'éﬁs aw%h@hth@V@eh??w dppageed- An suvheﬁ way
tse@mmethéhasgmoh@l a@Sr@rr@rgéackaeheléal ﬁaﬁri{s Efach
t { at n a ze 0
hel 8l AL AR L ATRheIBLtedls, | rhGoHRGE ceFafhé hApaLe 2
a%@abb$ntWOthahgssuaragjglne@sabosgrEhéhaenmh&h phantwo
avel Vongh LOSapOL) OR8l EhEnd1ILE QEESSEACLOBPLNEL, casy

via th FOU es on t e mat I Ng e carrier
S%%%g%s%% F BN SPeer 2 bpPradnd s ﬂ'ﬁ@u@ﬁabhel alget ofngs

patleadltsd gpeguipLgonce only assenbly and have no
non-destructive neans for disassenbly. It is to be

understood that a reference herein to a prior art
publ ixatenresioes abigronstdd i £l anaedngsep oin t hatt 1HSs

oL 1ASP P SR e OB AT BEDE AL e oo
C%@Eﬂfﬁlfyl 3¥e tPreeg$ed nsoydilodr vl & ovhmodgh nhoéhes on the
m ﬁ?@%éﬁ‘ﬁtde@%'@éfﬁbf’fwii}f éf‘é(ogﬁnééggmbfé(&e@ﬁ %eﬁgrmal

t he cont ext requlres, otherw s express
USRS - e s¥aRR~ 19t et nam, an‘hed%*@le‘éoﬁ%rl@éceo@ng

asudrhlsl Cm:Sd e aso " SESIcOlve CRERKE SEHE" 1S used
in an [ usive sense, i.e. to specify the presence of

dﬁﬁés ?@R "features but not to preclude the presence
or addition of further features in various enbodi nents

of trf%'f@“%g'ﬁglunderstood that a reference herein to a
prior art publication does not constitute an admission
that the publication forms a part of the common general

knowledge in the art in Australia, or any other country.

In the claims which follow and in the preceding
description of the invention, except where the context
requires otherwise due to express language or necessary
implication, the word “comprise” or variations such as
“comprises” or “comprising” is used in an inclusive sense,
i.e. to specify the presence of the stated features but
not to preclude the presence or addition of further

features in various embodiments of the invention.

Variations and modifications may be made to the parts
previously described without departing from the spirit or

ambit of the invention.
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Variations and nodifications may be nmade to the parts
previously described wi thout departing fromthe spirit
wo@rooammiip4 of the invention. CLAIMS : 1 . A beverP@nau2005/000533
contai ner carrier conprising: a handle arranged al ong
a longitudinal axis and defiyning a central plane
whi ch, when carried, is orientated substantially
cvefméeally; a plurality of conpartnents; wherein each
conpartnent is adapted to support at |ease one
bever age contai ner such that, when carried, a
1] ongiA ush-Raka X Sorpfa 1her heyer Age 2l 8ehgi s
di sposed at an angle to the central plane. 2 . A
beverage container carrier according to claim1l
wher ed rhaxtthlesc&mﬁg@iltalca@ra i hehgttteudi fak eax B and
aQPRILAY SPRGLIS SHLA0e: A BnCRTPALLIES YE

ween base ahd sai d openi ng, Wherein
os%@mt@mﬁﬁu$@b$@amns¢kkpdvabbw@aébyd base and is
di sposed outmardly fromsaid base relative to said
central plane, . A beverage container carrier
accorﬁlPé;¥%ﬁ%ﬂ¥u9§]FQWpﬁﬁtm%%%?eln each conpart nent
is constructed to entlrely surround the sides of a
bever age cont ai bever age cont$lner carrie

e vor i S SR orbar iy LA KON 08T S GaReH el o
1¢Mse0@m©ab¢mmwagazn@ntmxmm@e@usgnuhat;cmhéy wathied, a

16&59@& 1h€1 "Bhe %@\p&a? -%érn?ﬂﬁéégfsc@é?bgg& at

rier accor |ng 0 any One o e precedi ng
apheirdl e thetkonpeitmehtBlare. arranged in two rows, one
di sposed on each side of the central plane. 6 . A
beveraﬁg container carrier according to_claimb5,

2 wher & PEFREIFIIH NIRRT | FRERERT r I AF LAY | et ais 1,

wherein the compartments each include a base, an opening
opposite said base and a compartment wall extending
between said base and said opening, wherein said opening
is disposed above said base and is disposed outwardly from

said base relative to said central plane.

3. A beverage container carrier according to claim 1 or
2, wherein each compartment is constructed to entirely

surround the sides of a beverage container.

4. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the compartments are

arranged symmetrically with respect to the central plane.

5. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the compartments are
arranged in two rows, one disposed on each side of the

central plane.

6. A beverage container carrier according to claim 5,

wherein the compartments in each row are aligned.
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7 . A beverage container carrier according to any one
of the preceding clains, conprising two sections, each
w@ompnoEpyng one row of conpartnents. 8 . A bevRPCEHHE2005/000533
contai ner carrier according to claim?7 , wherein the
two sections are identical. 9. A beverage container
carrier according to clalnw% or 8 , wherein each
7,580t hORGRTRULSES NI, Shde Nt Y A BENEIREP of
contalner carri er accor
the prgivedding heigect |cmmxaﬁengmew %@r@ ﬁaatlkabl e
comp]::%.sﬁlgﬁ%\ﬁ%r%% %‘?."“c%rrﬁﬁ’rt‘?r@rft’@r according to any
one of the preceding clains, wherein each conpart nent
is dinensioned to hold a beverage container of a first
8. si zeA dRtretRlR IcPe® ad e REeIMr iR HcarEiox rrt & laihase,

h b h
T o S i eﬂ%{te'nS”abELt”ga'”t ’

beverage container of a second, snaller, size. . A
bevera%%v%% %%Bt%%fe'xer %%&d'a%éx‘al %1 i PP or
precedlng whérein the carrier ormed from

8. nfhasteion q«'ﬁﬂh mtmoa%tqqz@rlﬁys %H@é%roa‘get%maaﬁﬂee

carrier according to claim12 , mhereln the plastics

contalns a W resistagnt additive. o.]Fﬁ;_bevera

10ont & REVSERTE P EEIHSE (TG0 mﬁ Hiherse of
clishiensgpl7asic 5 adririns tafe addtisirad iacregdditidy eseddratdy

Ség% er, ge contai ner carrier according to any one of the

prece g clains, wherein at |east a portion of each
conpartnent is forned as an open webbed structure.

11. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein each compartment is
dimensioned to hold a beverage container of a first size,
and comprises a support portion proximate a base of the
compartment, the support portion being in the form of a
collar dimensioned to extend about a beverage container of

a second, smaller, size.

12. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the carrier is formed from

injection moulded plastics.

13. A beverage container carrier according to claim 12,

wherein the plastics contains a UV resistant additive.

14. A beverage container carrier according to claim 12 or

13, wherein the plastics contains an anti-static additive.

15. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein at least a portion of each

compartment is formed as an open webbed structure.



