The net hod of encodi ng incl udes:

determ ni ng an encodi ng node indicating a

current data unit for encoding of a picture and an encodi ng net hod
i ncludi ng prediction encoding performed for the current data unit;
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(57) Abstract: The method of encoding includes: determining an encoding mode indicating a current data unit for encoding of a
picture and an encoding method including prediction encoding performed for the current data unit; determining an occurrence of
merging with at least one neighboring data unit based on at least one of the encoding mode and a prediction mode; and determin-
ing prediction mode information, merging related information, and prediction related information, and determining encoding in-
formation of the data unit including the prediction mode information, the merging related information, and the prediction related
information.
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