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METHOD Al\lD APPARATUS FOR ACQUIRING SATRT .I .ITE POSWONING 

SYSTEM SIGNALS 

CROSS-REfERENCE IO REJ.AlJID APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
. . . 

08/845,545, fi]ed on April 24, 1997 by Norman F. Krasner and a continuation-in-part 

of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08n59,523, filed on December 4, 1996 by 

Norman F. Krasner and a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

08/612,582, filed on March 8, 1996 by Norman F. Krasner. 

FIBI .D OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to receivers capable of acquiring signals from 

satellites used in ·satellite positioning systems (SPS), such as the global positioning· 

system (OPS). 

BACKGROUND OF"]llE JNYEN'l'ION 

. GPS recei\rers normally dciiimine their position by computing relative 

times of arrival of signals transmitted simultaneously from a multiplicitY of GPS 

· (or NA VST AR) satellites.· These satellites transmit, as part of their message, both . 

satellite positioning data, so-called "ephemeris," as well as clock timing data. The 

process of searching for and acquiring GPS signals, reading the satellite data for a 

multiplicity of satellites and computing the location of the receiver from this data is 

time consuming, often requiring several minutes. In many cases, this lengthy 

processing time is tm.acceptable and, furthermore, greatly limits battery life in 

micro-miniaturized portable applications. Furthennore, under severe blockage 

conditions where increased receive sensitivity is required, this processing time 

may increase significantly. 

There are two principal functions of GPS receiving systems: (1) 

computation of the pseudoranges to the various OPS satellites, and (2) 

computation of the position of the reeeiving platform using these pseudoranges 

and satellite timing and ephemeris data. The pseudoranges are simply the· time 

delays measured between the received signal from each satellite and a local clock. 

Alternatively, time delay may be measured between the transmitted signal from 

each satellite and a local clock. Here, the position history of each satellite is used 
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to include the path delay from the satellite to the sensor. If the time delay is then 
multiplied by the speed of light we get the pseudorange expressed as a distance. It 
becomes a true range when the time of the local clock (or clock bias) and other 
small timing errors are ascertained. For the purposes of the present invention, 
which is concerned with signal search and acquisition, we use the preceding 
definition of pseudorange as the time delay between a received satellite signal and a 
local clock. Furthermore, the pseudorange of interest herein is the time modulo 
the frame period of the underlying pseudorandom spreading sequence, which for 
the United States OPS system CIA code is 1 millisecond. Note that pseudorange 
should be distinguished from satellite range. Satellite range is a true distance from 
a satellite to an SPS receiver. In some cases the range is expressed in time units 
by dividing the range (in meters, for example) by the speed of light. 

The satellite ephelllCris ·and timing data is extracted from the OPS signal 
once it is acquired and tracked. AB stated above, collecting this information 
normally takes a relatively long time (30 seconds to several minutes) and must be 
accomplished with a good received signal level in order to achieve low error rates. 
This ·invention is primarily concerned with rapid methods for determining the 
pseudoranges of in-view satellites, preferably all in-view satellites. 

Most OPS receivers utilize correlation methods to compute pseudoranges. 
These correlation methods are typically perforlned in real time, often with 
hardware correlators. GPS signals contain high rate repetitive signals called 
pseudorandom (PN) sequences. The codCs available for civilian applications are 
called CIA codes, and have a binary phase-reversal rate, or "chipping" rate, of 
1.023 MHz and a repetition period of 1023 chips for a code period of l _msec. The 
code sequences belong to a family known as Gold codes. Each GPS satellite 
broadcasts a signal with a unique Gold code. 

For a signal received from a given OPS satellite, following a 
downconversion process to baseband, a correlation receiver multiplies the received 
signals by a stored replica of the appropriate Gold code contained within its local 
memory, and then integrates, or lowpass filters, the product in order to obtain an 
indication of the presence of the signal. This process is tenned a "correlation" 
operation. By sequentially adjusting the relative timing of this stored replica 
relative to the received signal, and observing the magnitude of the correlation 
output, or an average of a set of successive outputs, the receiver can detennine the 



W000/36431 PCTIUS99/161Jl 

-3-

time delay between the received signal and a local clock. The initial determination 
of the presence of such an output is termed "acquisition." Once acquisition 
occurs. the process enters the "tracking" phase in which the timing of the local 
reference is adjusted in small amounts in order to maintain a high correlation 
output. The correlation output during the tracking phase may be viewed as the 
OPS signal with the pseudorandom code removed, or, in common tenninology, 
"despread." This signal is narrow band, with bandwidth typically commensurate 
with a 50 bit per second binary phase shift keyed data signal which is 
superimposed on the OPS waveform. 

The correlation acquisition process is very time consuming, especially if 
received signals are weak. This is because a correlator must search for PN frame 
epoch in a serial manner over all possible 1023 chip positions of the PN code. To 
improve acquisition time, most OPS receivers utilize a multiplicity of correlators 
(up to 12 typically) which allows a parallel search over the possible epoch 
positions for a correlation peak. 

An alternative acquisition method. described in one example of a method in 
U.S. Patent 5,663,734, provides higher sensitivity and higher processing speed 
by performing a large number of FFr operations together with special, optional 
preprocessing and postprocessing operations. In this method, received data is 
downconverted to a suitable low frequency intermediate frequency, digitized and 
stored in a buffer memory. This data is then operated upon using, in one example, ·· 
a programmable digital signal processing IC which performs the above-mentioned 
FFI' and other operations. In effect, these operations allow for the parallel 
implementation of a large number of correlators (thousands); Furthermore, since 
the operations are performed on a single data set, or "block," they are not subject 
to the fluctuating signal levels and changing nature of the signal environment 
common to correlator approaches. 

As discussed above, the first task of a OPS receiver is to determine the 
time-of arrivals, or pseudoranges. of each of the OPS which it can view. This is 
done by means of a search process. There are two major variables that need to be 
searched over: time and frequency. ·As discussed above, the pseudorandom 
framing structure of each OPS signal makes it necessary to search over the 1023 
chips of the code to establish an initial PN frame synchronization. However, in 
generctl there will be a lack of precise knowledge of the carrier frequency of each 
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GPS signal. Normally, this implies that a set of carrier frequencies also need to be 
searched over. Otherwise, an error in carrier frequency may result in a lack of a 
strong correlation output at all possible epoch positions. The uncertainty in carrier 
frequency is due to three factors: (A) Doppler associated with the satellites, which 
is less than ±4 kHz, (B) Doppler associated with the receiver platform if it is in 

·motion, which is typically less than several hundred Hz, and (C) frequency errors 
associated with the reference. oscillator (L.O.) in the GPS receiver, which can 
rcmge from hundreds of Hz to tens of kilohertz; depending upon the quality of the 

oscillator used in the receiver. Normally, search over unknown carrier is done~ 
increments of frequency, that are a fraction of the reciprocal of the coherent 
integration time of the correlator or matched filter device. This coherent integration 
time is equal to the number of PN frames that are compared to a locally generated 

. reference prior to any detection operation; This number is typically in the range of 
1 to 20 PN frames, that is 1 to 20 milliseconds. Coherent integration beyond 20 
milliseconds is nonnally inadvisable since the presence of a priori unknown 50 
baud b~nary phase shift keyed data (the satellite data message) placed on top of the 
· signal does not allow coherent processing gain beyond one d8ta bit period, or 20 
milliseconds. As an example, then, .if the receiver uses a coherent integration time 
of 2 milliseconds, then· a suitable step across unknown frequency·would be 0.5/2 
milliseconds, or 250 Hz. If a range of ±10 kHz were to be searched, then a 
number of steps equal to around 80 would be required. 

In addition to coherent processing, an acquisition receiver performs 
incoherent processing. That is, the output of the coherent correlation process is 
detected, with ~ square-law or linear detector, and then summed with previous 
outputs. This permits improved sensitivity. In fact, to detect GPS with significant 
blockage, a very large number of postdetection summations may be required, as 
many as 1000 in some cases. There is an obvious tradeoffthen between 
sensitivity and the number of postcletection integrations performed. Note that if a 
single correlator is being used to acquire a GPS signal, then it will dwell for a 
period of 1 msec x Npred x Npostd seconds, where Nprec:J are the number of PN 
frclIIles integrated coherently and Npostd are the number of postdetections s.ummed 
In cases of high blockage this total integration time can be as much as one second 
The acquisition ·receiver must typically search over one-half chip intervals in time 
over the 1023 chips periods, for a total of 2046 possible time delays. The example 
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given before indicated that perhaps 80 different carrier frequencies would have to 
be searched. Thus there may have to be 163,680 different time-frequency 
hypotheses, or "bins" that may have to be searched to acquire a GPS signal. A 
single correlator would then require over 163,680 seconds to perform the search in 
the example just cited (l second dwell per time-frequency bin and 80 frequency 
bins). Clearly this is impractical. 

Traditional GPS systems trade off sensitivity for acquisition time. Thus, if 
a predetection integration time of 1 millisecond were used and only one 
postdetection integration were used, then for the above situation of 80 frequency 
bins, the total search time would be 163.7 seconds. This is over two minutes. To 
further reduce acquisition time most GPS receivers use stabilized oscillators that 
reduce the search requirements to around ±2 kHz and hence this would reduce the· 
search range by a factor of 5 relative to the above example. An alternative to 
reducing acquisition ti.rile is to use many parallel correlators, or a matched filter '· 
approach, as discussed previously. However; note that several GPS signals need 
to. be acquired in order to perform a position fix. 

No .matter what acquisition approach is employed, it is desirable to. 
• ®crease the search frequency range and/or the search time range, in order to · 

reduce the total acquisition time. Many authors have addressed methods for 
reducing the search frequency range (see for example U.S. Patent No. 
4,445,118). These normally revolve around having approximate knowlCdge of 
the Doppler frequencies of the GPS satellites. This can be gotten by means of an · 
auxiliary source of such information, such as a communications link, or it may be 
obtained by computing such Doppler frequencies, if the GPS receiver has an 
approximate knowledge of time and location. In the latter case, it is assumed that 
the GPS receiver has stored the so-called Almanac data provided by the GPS 
satellites themselves. This data provides approximate satellite position versus 
time, which is valid for periods on the order of a month. Even with estimated 
Doppler, search times which are required to acquire SPS signals are often still 
long. Various means may also be used to reduce the uncertainty of the local 
. frequency reference. This includes stabilizing this reference via external 
transmissions to the GPS receiver, using special high stability or calibrated 
oscillators. etc. It should be noted that the error due to oscillator instability is 
common to all satellite signals. Hence, once the first signal is acquired, it is 
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usually easy to eHminate the local oscillator as a primary source of frequency 
instability. 

It is desirable, in an SPS receiver, to limit the search range over PN epoch 
during initial SPS signal acquisition, that is, the search over the 1023 possible chip 
positions of the received GPS signals. It is noted that this should be contrasted to 
the case of re-acquisition in which the receiver must re-acquire GPS signals after it 
has recently (e.g. within several seconds) lost them. In this case the GPS receiver 
merely searches a range of PN epochs within the vicinity of the last determined PN 
epoch. Re-acquisition strategies have been part of the normal operation of GPS 
receivers almost since the concept of GPS was first developed. 

·sUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides various methods and apparatuses for 
reducing the acquisition time of signals from SPS satellites. In an example of a 
method of the present invention, an approximate location of the SPS receiver is 
determined. An estjmated pseµdorange for a particular SPS satellite is determined 
from time of day~ the appro~te location and satellite position information of the 
particular SPS satellite .. The SPS rece~ver then searches for SPS signals from the 
particular SPS satellite. in a ~ge d~tehmnCci l>Y tlie estimated pseudonmge. 
Typi~ally ,.this. method redu~es. th~ sem'.ch fune to initially aequire SPS signals ftOm 
the particular SPS satellite. In one partlcular example of the present invention, the 
approximate location is determined from a cell based information source which 
correlates an identification of each of various wireless cell sites with an 
approximate location for objects .within a cell serviced by a wireless cell site in a 
wireless cell based communication system, such as a cellular telephone system. 

In another particular example of the present invention, a server system 
assists a mobile.SPS receiver by determining the estimated pseudoranges and 
causing these estimated pseudoranges to be transmitted to a mobile SPS receiver. 
The server may be coupled to the mobile SPS receiver through a wireless cell 
based communication system. 

In other examples of the present invention, the time to acquire signals from 
SPS satellites may be reduced by determining a time of day to an accuracy of better 
than a framing period of the SPS signals (e.g. 1 millisecond for U.S. GPS 
system) and obtaining a set of mathematical expressions which specify (for a given 
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approximate location at a given time) the estimated distance (or time of signal 

travel) from an SPS satellite. The time of day and the mathematical expressions 

detennine the estimated pseudoranges around which searching may be perfonned 
to acquire SPS signals from SPS satellites. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 shows an example of an SPS receiver which may be used with 
the present invention. 

Figure 2 shows a pictoria1 representation of a restricted PN search range 

according to one example of the present invention. 

Figure 3 shows a flowchart depicting an example of a method according 
to the present invention. 

Figure 4 shows an example of a wireless cell based communication 
system which may be. used with the present invention. 

Figure S shows an example of a location server which may be used to 

provide SPS assistance data to a mobile SPS receiver in accordance with one 

example of the present invention. 

Figure 6 shows an example of an SPS receiver which may be used with a · 
location $C!Ver. 

Figure 7 shows an example of a reference GPS receiver which may be 
used with the location server.shown in Figure 4. 

Figure 8 shows an example of a cell based information source which may 
be used according to one aspect of the present invention. 

Figure 9 is a flowchart depicting another method according to the present 
invention in which a location server provides SPS assistance information 
according to one example of the present invention. 

Figure 10 is a table which depicts alternative methods of reducing search 
time according to various example.~ of the present invention; these methods may 
also be used in combination. 

DETAU .ED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention provides various methods and apparatuses for 

reducing the time to acquire SPS signals from SPS satellites. The following 

description and drawings are illustrative of the invention and are not to be 



W000/36431 PCT/US99/161 I I 

-8-

construed as limiting the invention. Numerous specific details are described to 
provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. However, in certain 
instances, well known or conventional details· are notdescribed in order to not 
unnecessarily obscure the present invention in detail. 

Figure 1 shows an example of an SPS receiver, such as a OPS receiver, 
which may be used with the present invention. The receiver 101 includes an 
antenna 102 for receiving SPS signals. The SPS signals from the antenna 102 are 
provided to a low-noise amplifier 104 which amplifies the signals which are then 
provided to a mixer 106 which is clocked by a local oscillator 108. The mixer 106 
produces downconverted SPS signals which are processed by the intermediate 
frequency stage 110 and are provided to the correlator system 112. The correlator 
system 112 is coupled to an SPS navigation computer 114. The SPS navigation 
computer 114 is typical1y controlling the operation of the correlator system 112 
and the local· oscillator 108 such that SPS signals are acquired and tracked and the · 
sate11ite ephemeris data then read from the SPS signals in order to detennine the 
position of the SPS receiver.· ·The receiver 101 may be used in accordance with the 
present invention by, for ex'ample,'using an estimated pseudorange to a particular 
satellite in. order to reduce the time· to· acquire SPS signals from that satellite. 
Typically, such a SPS receiver will include a communication receiver which· 

· receives position aiding information or time of day infonnation as described 
below, and this infonnation is provided to the SPS navigation computer 114 
which in turn uses the information in accordance with the invention to reduce the 
search time to acquire SPS signals· from SPS satellites. The present invention may 
be used with SPS receivers having different receiver architectures, including for 
example conventional correlator receiver systems; receivers using digital signal 
processors with convolutio~ algorithms (e.g. see U.S. Patent No. 5,663,734), 
receivers using matched filters (e.g. see co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/021,854, filed February 11, 1998) and receivers using highly parallel 
correlation (e.g. see co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/087,438, 
filed May 29, 1998; also see PCT International Publication No. WO 97/40398, 
published 30 October 1997). 

Two main approaches are discussed below which utilize a priori 
information to reduce time to search for pseucloranges. In the first approach 
accurate time of day infonnation is ·combined with approXimate user and satellite 
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position information to restrict the range of search. In the second case only 
approximate time of day information is available. Then the range of search for the 
first satellite signal is not restricted, but must be searched in its entirety (over a 1 
millisecond PN frame period). Subsequent pseudorange searches can use the 
pseudorange so cletennined for the first received signal plus approximate user and 
satellite positions to restrict their search ranges. This latter case is discussed in 
more detail below followed by the first case. 

Assume that the SPS receiver has acquired one SPS signal through 
conventional techniques, as described above. Assume that the SPS receiver has an 
approximate knowledge of its location, for example within 10 miles in radius, the 
time of day, for example to 1 second accuracy, and the approximate satellite 
position vs. time, such as is provided by the Almanac. Note that if the received 
signal is strong enough, then the time information can be obtained from the first 
received signal within a period of 6 seconds (one subframe). Approximate 
position can be found from a prior fix or from general knowledge of location (e.g.' ·. · · 
restricting location to a city and its environment), or from auxiliary information 
.provided to the receiver, e.g. through a commtinications link as in the example 

, .. described below. 

It is possible: to restrict the search ranges by using the approximate 
position. The SPS receiver must acquire 4 SPS signals for a 3 dimensional fix 
and 3 signals for a 2 dimensional fix. Assume that the PN epoch is at time TI> 
modulo l millisecond (the PN code repeats every 1 millisecond). Now assume 
that a search for a second satellite signal is proceeding. If the geographical 
location of the receiver were known exactly, then its PN epoch relative to T 1 
would be known to high precision. This is the case since the remaining sources of 
error would be time-of-day and satellite position error. Consider these two errors. 
Time-of-day error results in satellite position errors. The Doppler of the OPS 
satellites is typically less than 2700 nsec/sec. Hence, the maximum Doppler 
difference between two GPS satellites is less than around ±5.4 microsec/sec. 
Hence, for a time error of 1 second, the resulting error between two PN epochs 
would be ±5.4 microseconds, or less than ±6 chips. Consider now the satellite 
position error. If this error is less than 2 miles radially. then the maximum time 
error associated with the position errors is that corresponding to the time that light 
travels 2 miles, or about 10 microseconds. Thus, in this example, satellite 
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position error dominates. If we sum together these two errors we see that a 
maximum differential time error of ±15.4 microseconds results. This corresponds 
to a range of approximately ±15.4 chips and in many cases much less. Thus, 
under the above circumstances, we can narrow the search range by a factor of 
about 1023/(2x15.4)=33.2. Furthermore, by doing the search in a serpentine 
manner starting with the expected PN epoch for the second satellite, one can, on 
average, reduce this search time much more. This improved speed is such that the 
total search and acquisition time for all signals from GPS satellites, other than the 
first satellite, should not be appreciably more, and often less, than that for the first 
sateJlite. An example of the invention is shown pictorially in Figure 2. 

Each of the "pulses" 133, 134 and 138 of this figure represents the time of 
anival of the epoch of satellite vehicle's signal (SV). The large vertical lines 131 
and 132 represent the PN epochs of the (receiver's) locally generated PN signal . 

. . The time T 1 136 is measured by the receiver and is based upon the measured 
time-of-anival of the first SVsignalrelative to reference PN epoch 131. Once T1 
is determined the estimated time of arrival of the second satellite signal can be 
made. This is shown as an offset 8rliimi 137 relative to .the measured time Ti~ 
Brnom is computed by the formula (R2-R1)/c, where R1 is the estimated range from 

the estimated receiver position on' earth to the first OPS satellite and R2 is the 
estimated range from the estimated receiver p0sition on earth to the second GPS 
satellite both using the estimated time.:of-day, and where c is the speed of light. 
As discussed above, the estimated OPS satellite positions, estimated time-of-day 
and estimated receiver position are all in error to some extent, with the major error 
normally associated with receiver position. The area 135 around the position 
TJ+Brnom represents the uncertainty in the time-of-arrival of the PN epochs from 
the second satellite due to these errors. This is also shown as the range or region 
E. As illustrated above, this typically may be on the order of tens of 
microseconds. Since only the region E need be searched for the second SV 
pseudorange, it is obvious that a great reduction in search time is achieved, relative 
to searching for time-of-arrival between adjacent PN epochs. 

Figure 3 is a flowchart showing the steps in acquiring the pseudoranges 
in one example of an efficient manner described above. The processing begins 
with the acquisition of the first OPS signal in step 161 and the determination of a 
. pseudorange to the corresponding satellite which is transmitting this first signal. 
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Once this is done the time-of-day may be obtained by reading the satellite data 
message from this signal or by having such data transmitted from an external 
source to the receiver. Alternatively, the receiver may have been maintaining a 
good estimate. of time of day using an elapsed time counter. The receiver retrieves 
in step 163 the approximate user position and satellite p0sition infonnation either 
from stored information gathered in the past (e.g. almanac data) or via a 
transmission of such infonnation via a communication link (or even manual entry); 
From this information the estimated pseudorcm.ge (modulo 1 millisecond periods) 
is estimated in step 165 and a bound on the enor (e.g. error range) of this estimate 
is made in step 167 based upon the errors in the receiver position, time of day, and 
quality of the satellite position information. The receiver then searches in step 169 
the restricted range of possible pseudorange equal to the estimated pseudorange 
plus and minus the error range. Normally in initial acquisition, the estimated 
pseudorange is not based on a previously determined pseudorange for the 
particular SPS satellite. This process is nonnaUy repeated for all sateUites, in step 
171, until they all are acquired. Note that once three satellite signals are acquired, 
one can norm.ally compute a two-dimensional position. fix, which will greatly 
reduce the position error of the ~eiver. · This information can then be used to 
further reduce the pseudorange search region for subsequent SV's. 

The above approach is especially advantageous when the error due to local 
oscillator instability does not dominate the acquisition time of the first satellite. 
Then, the search time is dominated by the search over satellite Doppler and, of 
course, unknown PN epoch. Thus the approach discussed above can potentially 
reduce acquisition time of all satellites by an amount approaching M, where M are 
the number of satellites to be acquired. Further, the various methods and 
apparatuses of the invention may be used with techniques for providing a stable 
local oscillator signal which is used to acquire GPS signals, such as those 
techniques described in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
08/612,582 filed March 8, 1996 and co-pending u~s. Patent Application Serial 
No. 08n59,S23 filedDecember4, 1996 (both of these applications are hereby 
incorporated herein by reference). 

The method described above dramatically reduces the time to acquire the 
second and subsequent satellite signals, but doe.c; not reduce the· time to acquire the 
first satellite signal. In the example cited above, subsequent GPS signals would 



W000/36431 PCT/US99/16111 

-12-

be acquired in 1/33 the time of the first. Hence if·the first·signal required 
acquisition time D, and 6 signals total were to be acquired, then the total 

acquisition time would be ( 1 +5/33)D versus 60 if a straightforward search were 
perfonned, a savings of a factor of 5.21. In many situations much better 
improvement can be made if the .first signal can be acquired more rapidly. This 
requires some precise knowledge of absolute time (e.g. less than 100 microsecond 
error) at the OPS receiver. This can often be done by means of a time transfer 
mechanism. We assume here that the receiver has approximate knowledge of its 
position and approximate satellite position information (satellite Almanac). 

Such a time transfer mechanism is possible by means of an auxiliary 
communication link from an outside source to the OPS-receiver. 'There are a 
number of instances of this. The first example is the IS-95 CDMA spread 
spectrum cellular telephone standard, which provides timing information that is 
accurate to approximately l microsecond, plus. any propagation delays from the 
cellular basesratioli to the cellular telephone and signal processing delays·within the 
telephone itself. A distance of S miles from the cell site to the telephone, which 
represents a relatively long path delay, results in a time delay of around 26 
microseconds. If the OPS. receiver assumes a mean path delay of 13 
microseconds, then an error of ±13 microseconds results. It is reasonable to 
assume that the worst case time transfer error is such a system can be kept below 
around ±20 microseconds. Since the total PN frame duration is 1 millisecond, this 
reduces the search time for the first satellite by a factor of 26, if a standard 
correlator system.were used. Again, using the previous example we would get a 
total search time of approximately D/26 +5Dl33 or 0.19D versus 6D with·no 
restriction in time search, or a savings of a factor of 31.6. This is approximately 
1/6 the search time required if only absolute time were available. 

Other time-transfer.mechanisms may be available in specialized ca.ires. A 
dedicated communication link may be established to provide timing signals to a 
local area. Certain broadcast signals. such as WWW and its variations, provide 
timing infonnation, but the accuracy of these signals may not be sufficient to allow 
significant reduction in acquisition time. Many additional CDMA type cellular 
systems are currently being proposed as world wide standards and some of these 
systems may incorporate time transfer mechanisms. 
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In the above description, precision time-of-day (less· than 100 microsecond 
error, for example) was used· together with approximate position and knowledge 
ofsatellite positions to find the first pseudorange unambiguously. The other 
pseudoranges are then found via a computation of time offsets from this first 
pseudorange and the approximate satellite positions. Of course, it is possible to 
treat each pseudorange corresponding to each received satellite signal separately · 
and hence search for each pseudorange without reference to the others. This may 
incur unneeded search time, however, especially if the error in absolute time 
dominates. For example, suppose the absolute time is in error by 50 
microseconds and suppose all other sources of error (e.g. approximate location 
error) are 20 microseconds. Then the search for the first pseudorange requires 
search over a range of at least 70 microseconds. If one then searched for the 
second pseudorange independently, it would again require a search range of over 
70 microseconds. However, relative to the position of the first pseudorange the 
range of search for the second would only be 20 microseconds. Stated another 
way, the search for the first pseudorange reduced the seareh range, relative to a ' ' ' 
local clock in the receiver, by the 50 microsecond timing error. Hence, 
subsequent searches can take advantage of this reduction in search range. 

Another embodiment of the present invention uses a server system. Some 
mobile GPS systems operate together with a remote server. Typically, the mobile 
GPS receiver computes pseudoranges and sends these to the server for a final 
computation of position. This setup allows for increased receiver sensitivity since 
the receiver need not read the GPS satellite data message, a task that requireS fairly 
high received signal-to-noise ratio. In this situation communication with the server 
allows the server to provide information to the GPS receiver that help restrict its 
range of search. U.S. Patent No. 5,663,734 describes a system which includes a 
server and a mobile GPS receiver. The flowchart of operation can proceed just as 
in Figure 3 except that the server computes the estimated pseudorange of all SV 
signals relative to the first one to be searched. That is, the operation of the 
processing blocks 163, 165 and 167 of Figure 3 are performed at the server. 
This can be done since the server, assumed to be in proximity to the OPS receiver 
or else know its approximate location, knows the time-of-day, approximate user 
location and satellite position information. Hence, the server can send the 
estimated pseudoranges to the GPS receiver relative to the first GPS SV signal to 
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be searched. After the operations of Figure 3 are complete, the GPS receiver 
sends time-tagged pseudoranges to the server, which completes the position 
calculation. This latter time-tagging need only be to an accuracy of about several 
milliseconds and is needed to perfonn the fmal position calculation accurately. 
The time tagging is needed so that the approximate position of the GPS satellites 
are known when the pseudoranges are measured. Again, this time tagging can be 
done using received signals at the GPS receiver, such as those available on a 
CDMA cellular network. 

Figure 4 shows an example ofa cell based communication system 10 

which includes a plurality of cell sites, each of which is designed to service a 
particular geographical region orlocation. Examples of such cellular based or cell 
based communication systems are well known in the art, such as the cell based 

telephone systems. The cell based communi(!ation system 10 includes two cells 12 
. and 14, both of which are defined to be within a cellular service area 11. In 
addition. the system 10 includes cells 18 and 20. It will be appreciated that a 

·plurality of other cells.with corresponding cell sites and/or cellular service areas 
may also be included in the system 10 coupled to one or more cellular switching· 
centers, such as the cellular switching center 24 and the cellular switching center 
24b. 

Within each cell, such asthe cell 12, there is a wireless cell site, or cellular 
site, such as cell site 13 which includes an antenna 13a which is designed to 
communicate through a wireless communication medium with a communication 
receiver which may be combined with a mobile GPS receiver such as the receiver 
16 shown in Figure 4. An example of such a combined system having a GPS 

receiver and a communication system is shown in Figure (i and may include both 
a GPS antenna 77 and a communication system antenna 79. 

Each cell site is coupled to a cellular switching center; In Figure 4, cell 
sites 13, 15, and 19 are coupled to switching center 24 through connections 13b, 

15b and 19b respectively and cell site 21 is coupled to. a different switching center 
24b through connection 2lb. These connections are typically wire line 
connections between the respective cell site and the cellular switching centers 24 
and 24b. Each cell site includes an antenna for communicating with 
communic.ation systems serviced by the cell site. In one example, the cell site may 
be a cellular telephone cell site which communicates with mobile cellular 

':· 
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telephones in the area serviced by the cell site. It will be appreciated that a 
communication system within one cell, such as receiver 22 shown in cell 40 may in 
fact communicate with cell site 19 in cell 18 due to blockage (or other reasons why 
cell site 21 cannot communicate with the receiver 22). 

In a typical embodiment of the present invention, the mobile GPS receiver 
16 includes a cell based communication system which is integrated with the GPS 
receiver such that both the OPS receiver and the communication system are 
enclosed in the same housing. One example of this is a cellular telephone ·having 
an integrated GPS receiver which shares common circuitry with the cellular 
telephone transceiver. When this combined system is used for cellular telephone 
communications, transmissions occur between the receiver 16 and the cell site 13. · 
Transmissions from the receiver 16 to the cell site 13 are then propagated over the 
connection 13b to the cellular switching center 24 and then to either another 
cellular telephone in a cell serviced by the cellular switching center 24 or through a · 
conn~tion 30 (typically wired) to another telephone through the land-based 
telephone system/network 28. It will be appreciated that the tenn wired includes 
fiber optic and other non wireless connections such as copper cabling, etc. 
Transmissions from the other telephone which is communicating with the receiver 
16 are conveyed from the cellular switching center 24 through the connection 13b 
and the cell site 13 back to the receiver 16 in the conventional manner. 

The remote data processing system 26 (which may be referred to in some 
embodiments as a OPS server or a location server) is included in the system l 0 
and is in one embodiment used to determine the position of a mobiJe OPS receiver 
(e.g. receiver 16) using GPS signals received by the GPS receiver. The GPS 
server 26 may be coupled to the land-based telephone system/network 28 through 
a connection 27, and it may also be optionally coupled to the cellular switching 
center 24 through the connection 25 and also optionally coupled to center 24b 
through the connection 25b. It will be appreciated that connections 25 and 27 are 
typically wired connections. although they may be wireless. Also shown as an 
optional component of the system 10 is a query terminal 29 which may consist of 
another computer system which is coupled through the network 28 to the OPS 
server 26. This query terminal 29 may send a request, for the position of a 
particular OPS receiver in one of the cells. to the OPS server 26 which then 
initiates a conversation with a particular communication system/OPS receiver 
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through the ce11ular switching center in order to determine the position of the GPS 
receiver and report that position back to the query ten_ninal 29. In another 
embodiment, a position determination for a GPS receiver may be initiated by a 
user of a mobile OPS receiver; for example, the user of the mobile GPS receiver 
may press 911 on the integrated cell phone to indicate an emergency situation at the 
location of the mobile OPS receiver and this may initiate a location process in the 
manner described herein. 

It should be noted that a cellular based or cell based communication system 
is a communication system which has more than one transmitter, each of which 
serves a different geographical area, which is predefined at any instant in time. 
Typically, each transmitter is a wii'eless transmitter which serves a cell which has a 
geographical radius of less than 20 miles, although the area covered depends on 
the particular ceIJular system. There are numerous types of cellular communication 

·. systems, such as cellular telephones, PCS (personal communication system), 
. SMR (specialized niobil.e radio), one-way .and two-way pager systems, RAM, 

ARDIS, and wireless.packet data systems .. Typically, the predefined geographical 
areas .are referred to a.\ cells and a plurality of cells .are grouped together into a· 
cellular service area, such as the cellular·service areal l shown in Figure 4, and 
these pluralities of cells are: coupled to one or more cellular switching centers 
which provide connections to limq-based tele~hone systems and/or networks. 
Service area are often used. for billing purposes. Hence, it may be the case that 
cells in more thari one service area are connected to one·switchingcenter. For 
example, in Figure 4, cells 1 and 2 are in service area 11 and cell 3 is in service 
area 13, but all three are connected to switching center 24. Alternatively, it is 
sometimes the case that cells within one service area are connected to different 
switching centers. especially in dense population areas. In general, a service area 
is defined as a collection of cells within close geographical proximity to one 
another. Another class of cellular systems that fits the above description is satellite 
based, where the cellular basestations or cell sites are satellites that typically orbit 
the earth. In these systems, the cell sectors and service areas move as a function 
of time. Examples of such systems include Iridium, Globalstar, Orbco:mm, and 
Odyssey. 

Figure 5 shows an example of a GPS server 50 which may be used as 
the GPS server 26 in Figure 4. The OPS server 50 of Figure 5 includes a data 

··.;. ' 
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processing unit 51 which may be a fault-tolerant digital computer systein. The 
SPS server 50 also includes a modem or other communication interface 52 and a 
modem or other communication interface 53 and a modem or other communication 
~terface 54. These communication interfaces provide connectivity for the 
exchange of information to and from the location server shown in Figure 5 
between three different networks, which are shown as networks 60, 62, and 64. 
The network 60 includes the cellular switching center or centers and/or the land­
based phone system switches or the cell sites. Thus the network 60 may be 
considered to include the cellular switching centers 24 and 24b and the land-based 
telephone system/network 28 and the cellular service area 11 as well as cells 18 
and 20. The network 64 may be considered to include the query tenninal 29 of 
Figure 4; an example of which is the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) 
which is typically the control center which answers 911 emergency telephone 
. calls, Jn the case of the query terminal 29, this terminal may be used to query the · 
server 26 in order to obtain a position infonnation from a designated mobile SPS 
receiver located in the various cells of the cell based communication system. In ' ·· 
this instance, the location operation is initiated by someone other than the user of 
_the mobile GPS receiver. In the case of a 911 telephone call from the mobile GPS• 
receiver· which includes a cellular telephone, the location process is initiated by the·· 
user of the cellular telephone. The network 62, which represents the GPS 
reference network 32 of Figure 4, is a network of OPS receivers which are GPS 
reference receivers designed to provide differential GPS correction information 
and also to provide GPS signal data which contains satellite ephemeris data to the 
data processing unit. When the server 50 serves a very large geographical area. a 
local optional OPS receiver, such as optional GPS receiver 56, may not be able to 
observe all GPS satellites that are in view of mobile SPS receivers throughout this 
area. Accordingly, the network 62 collects and provides satellite message data 
which contains satellite ephemeris data and provides differential GPS correction 
data over a wide area in accordance with the present invention. 

As shown in Figure 5. a mass storage device 55 is coupled to the data 
processing unit 51. Typically, the mass storage 55 will include storage for 
software for performing the GPS position calculations after receiving 
pseudoranges from the mobile GPS receivers, such as a receiver 16 of Figure 4. 
These pseudoranges are nonnally received through the cell site and cellular 
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switching center and the modem or other interface 53. The mass storage de\lice 55 

also includes software, at least in one embodiment, which is used to receive and 

use the satellite message data which contains satellite ephemeris data provided by 

the GPS reference network 32 through the modem or other interface 54. The mass 

storage device 55 also typically includes a database which stores cell object 

information, such as cell site identifiers, and corresponding approximate locations 

which are typically estimated locations for a mobile SPS receiver which is in radio 

communication with a particular cell site. This cell object information and 

corresponding locations is a cell based infonnation source, an example of which is 

shown in Figure 8 and is described further below. 

In a typical emoodim.ent of the present invention, the optional OPS receiver 

56 is not necessary as the GPS reference network 32 of ¥igure 4 (shown as 

network 62 of Figure S)·provides the differential OPS information as well as 

providing the raw satellite data messages from the satellites in view of the various 

reference receivers in the OPS reference network. hwill be appreciated that in 

server assis.ted modes (where the server provides ~istance data to the mobile 

SPS receiver) the satellite me8sage data obtained from the :network through the 

modem or other interface 54 is nonnally used iii a conventional manner with the 

pseudoranges obtained from the mobile GPS receiver in order to compute the 

. position information for the mobile OPS receiver; The interfaces 52, 53, and 54 

may each be a modem or other suitable communication interface for coupling the 

data processing unit to other computer systems in the case of network 64 and to 

cellular based communication systems in the case of network 60 and to · 

transmitting devices, such as computer systems in the network 62. In one 

embodiment, it will be appreciated that the network 62includes a dispersed 

collection of GPS reference receivers dispersed over a geographical region. The 

differential correction GPS infonnation, obtained from a receiver near the cell site 

or cellular service area which is communicating with the mobile GPS receiver 

through the cellular based communication system, will provide differential OPS 

correction information which is appropriate for the approximate location of the 

mobile GPS receiver. 

Figure 6 shows a generalized combined system which includes a GPS 

receiver and a communication system transceiver. In one example, the 

communication system transceiver is a cellular telephone (sometimes also referred 
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to as a cell telephone or PCS phone). The system 75 includes a GPS receiver 76 
having a GPS antenna 77 and a communication transceiver 78 having a 
communication antenna 79. The GPS receiver 76 is coupled to the communication 
transceiver 78 through the connection 80 shown in Figure 6. In one mode of 
operation according to an example of the invention, the communication system 
transceiver 78 receives approximate Doppler and estimated pseudoranges 
information through the antenna 79 and provides this approximate Doppler and 
estimated pseudoranges information over the link 80 to the GPS receiver 76 which 
performs the pseudorange detennination by receiving the GPS signals from the 
GPS satellites through the OPS antenna 77. The determined pseudoranges are 
then transmitted to a location server, such as the OPS server shown in Figure 4 
through the communication system transceiver 78. Typically the communication 
system transceiver 78 sends a signal through the antenna 79 .to a cell site which 
then transfers this information back to the OPS server, such as GPS server 26 of 
Figure 4. Examples of various embodiments for the systein 75 are known in the 
art. For example, U.S. Patent5, 663,734 describes an example ofa combined 
OPS receiver and comrilunication system which utilizes an improved GPS receiver .. 

, system. Another example of a combined OPS and communication system has 
been described in co-pending Application Serial, No. 08/652,833, which was filed 
May 23, 1996. Various different architectures of OPS receivers may be used with 
the present invention; for example, the various examples of the invention may be 
used with conventional single or parallel channel correlator SPS receivers~ SPS 
receivers which use digital signal processors with correlation algorithms (e.g. see 
U.S. Patent No. 5,663,734), SPS receivers using matched filters (e.g. see co­
pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/021,854. filed February 11. 1998. 
which application is hereby incorporated herein by reference), and SPS receivers 
using high parallel correlation systems such as those referred to above. The 
system 75 of Figure 6. as well as numerous alternative communication systems 
having SPS receivers, may be employed with the methods of the present invention 
to operate with the OPS reference network of the present invention or with an SPS 
server which is not part of a network (e.g. a server at a cell site with a reference 
OPS receiver providing the server with time and satellite position infonnation). 

Figure 7 shows one embodiment for a OPS reference station. It will be 
appreciated that each reference station may be constructed in this way and coupled 
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to the communication network o~ medium. Typically, each OPS reference station. 
such as OPS reference station 90 of Figure 7, will include a dual frequency OPS 
reference receiver 92 which is coupled to a OPS antenna 91 which receives GPS 
signals from GPS sate.llites in view of the antenna 91. · GPS reference receivers are 
weU known in the art. The OPS reference receiver 92; according to one 
embodiment of the present invention, provides at least two types of information as 
outputs from the receiver 92. Pseudorange outputs 93 are provided to a processor 
.and network interface 95, and these pseudorange outputs are used to compute 
pseudorange corrections in the conventional manner for those satellites in view of 
the OPS antenna 91 .. The processor and network interface 95 may be a 
conventional digital computer system which has interfaces for receiving data from 
a GPS reference receiver as is well known in the art. The processor 95 will · 
typically include software designed to process the pseudorange data to detennine 
the appropriate pseudorange. correction for each.satellite in view of the GPS 
antenna 9.1. These·pseudorange corrections are:then transmitted through the 
network interface to the. communication network or medium 96 to which other 
OPS reference stations are also coupled. The OPS reference receiver 92 also 
provides a satellite message data output 94. ·This data is provided to the processor· 
·and network interface 95 which then transmits· this data onto the communication ' 
network 96. 

The satellite message data output 94 is typically the raw 50 baud navigation 
binary data encoded in the actual OPS signals received from each GPS satellite. 
As such, the infonnation content includes precision satellite position equations 
(called ephemeris equations), approximate satellite position information for all 
satellites, clock error models, time-of-day, and other infonnation. This satellite 
message data is also referred to as a navigation message which is broadcast as the 
SO bit per second data stream in the OPS signals from the OPS satellites and is 
described in great detail in the OPS ICD-200 document. The processor and 
network interface 95 receives this satelJite message data output 94 and transmits it 
in real time or near real time to the communication network 96. This satellite 
message data is transmitted into the communication network and is received 
through the network at various location servers according to aspects of the present 
invention. 
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In certain embodiments of the present invention. only certain segments of 

the satellite message data may be sentto location servers in order to lower the 

bandwidth requirements for the network: interfaces and for the communication 

network. Also. this data may not need to be provided continuously. For example, 

only the first three frames which contain ephemeris equations rather than all 5 

frames together may be transmitted into the communication network 96. It will be 

appreciated that in one embodiment of the present invention, the location server 

may use the satellite message data transmitted from one or more GPS reference 

receivers in order to perform a method for measuring time related to satellite data 

messages, such as the method described in co-pending U.S. Patent Application 

Serial No. 08n94.649, which was filed February 3, 1997, by Norman F. 

Krasner. It will be also understood that the GPS reference receiver 92 decoded the · 

different GPS signals from the different GPS satellites in view of the reference 

receiver 92 in order to provide the binary data output 94 which contains satellite 

ephemeris data. 

Figure 8 shows an example of a cell based information source which in 

_ o~e embodiment may be maintained.at a data processing station such as· the GPS 

server 26 shown in Figure 4. Alternatively, this-information source may be 

maintained at a cellular switching center such as the cellular switching center 24 of 

Figu;re 4 or at each cell site, such as cell site 13 shown in Figure 4. Typically, 

however. this information is maintained and routinely updated at the location 

server which is coupled to the cellular switching center. The information source 

may maintain the data in various formats, and it will be appreciated that the format 

shown in Figure 8 illustrates only one example of a format. Typically. each 
estimated location, such as estimated location 212a, will include a corresponding 

cell object such as a cell site location or identification for a cell site or service area, 

such as cell site identifier 208a. The information in the cell based information 

source 201 may be maintained in a database which incJudes cell object 

information, such a..~ an identification of cell service areas or cell sites shown in 

columns 208 and 210 respectively and also include corresponding estimated 

locations such as the information shown in column 212. It will be appreciated that 

each estimated location may be an average location of the geographical region 

covered by the radio signal coverage from a cell site. Other mathematical 

representations of the estimated location around the cell site may be used. It may 

...... · 
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be useful to use an estimated location near the cell site (such as estimated location 
212a) rather than the location of the cell site particularly where the cell site's 
position may not be representative of the locations at which mobile SPS receivers 
can be found in the particular area in radio coverage of the cell site. 

The use of the cell· based information source 201 will now be described in 
conjunction with Figure 9 which shows an example of a method of the present 
invention. In this following description, it will be assumed that the mobile SPS 
receiver will receive SPS signals and determine pseudoranges from those signals 
but will not complete a: position solution calculation at the mobile receiver. Rather, 
the mobile receiver will transmit these pseudoranges to a particular cell site with 
which it is in radio communication and this cell site will forward the pseudoranges 
to a mobile switching center which will in tum forward.the pseudoranges to a 
location server, such as the .OPS server 26 of Figure 4~ 

The method of Figure 9 begins in step 251 in which a mobile SPS 
receiver transmits a request for SPS assistance infonnation. Typically, this will . 
occur when the position of the receiver is desired. This·may be at the request of 
the user of the SPS receiver (e.g. a "911" call from the user) or at the request of 
another user remotely locatedfrom the SPS receiver in order to track the SPS 
receiver. This assistance information request is· forwarded through the cell based · · 
communication system to the location server which receives, in step 253, the 
request for SPS assistance information. In step 255, the location server 
determines the cell site identifier which identifies the cell site which is 
communicating with the communication system of the mobile SPS receiver; The 
location server obtains the approximate location for an object in the cell serviced by 
the cell site from a cell based infonnation source. This may occur by the location 
server receiving a cell site identifier or a location for the cell site which is in 
wireless communication with a mobile cell based communication system which is 
coupled to the mobile SPS receiver, such as the receiver shown in Figure 6. For 
example, the cell site may forward its identifier information or may forward its 
location with the SPS assistance information request from the mobile SPS receiver 
to the location server. Using either the cell site identifier or .the location of the cell 
site, the location server performs a lookup operation in the cell based information 
source to obtain the approximate location for an object in the cell serviced by the 
cell site. In step 257, the location server then detennines the satellite positions for 
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satellites in view of an object in the cell. The location server will typically also 
determine the time of day and determine, from the satellite position information 
and the time of day, estimated ranges to satellites in view of an object in the cell. 
For example, time of day information may be obtained from an SPS receiver that 
is locally connected to the location server or from a remote SPS receiver whose 
time of day information is communicated to the location server via a 
communications link (e.g. a Jong distance link or wide area network). These 
estimated ranges are based upon the approximate location determined for an object 
in the cell; the approximate location is taken to be the approximate location of the 
mobile SPS receiver. These estimated ranges are also based upon the satellite 
positions determined for the satellites in view at the time of day detennined by the 
location server. In step 259, the server causes the estimated ranges and, 
optionally, additional information including, for example, Doppler for satellites in 
view, to be transmitted to the mobile SPS receiver. In step 261, the mobile SPS · · 
receiver receives estimated ranges and acquires signals from a first satelJite and 
detennines a first pseudorange to the first satelJite and then searches for the next 
satellites using the estimated pseudoranges to the next satellites. In this manner, · 
the mobile SPS receiver can shorten the search time· which is required to acquire 
SPS signals from the vari~s satellites in view by searching in ranges determined 
by the estimated pseudoranges to each appropriate satellite. It will be appreciated 
that the estimated pseudoranges may include an estimated pseudorange for the first 
satellite and that this estimated pseudorange may or may not be used in searehing 
for the first satellite's signals depending upon it~ accuracy. Often, the first satellite 
which is acquired has the highest signal-to-noise ratio relative to the other satellites 
in view. 

It will be appreciated that in other examples of the invention, the mobile 
SPS receiver may determine pseudoranges for satellites in-view and determine its 
position (e.g. latitude and longitude) by obtaining satellite ephemeris data and 
calculating its position from the detennined pseudoranges and the satellite 
ephemeris data; in this case, a server may provide to the mobile receiver the 
satellite ephemeris data of satellites in view of the server in a region, such as a cell, 
but not perform a final position calculation. 

In yet other examples of the present invention, a location server may be 
dedicated to and located at a cell site with a GPS reference receiver. In this case, 
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each cell site may have its own location server and GPS reference receiver which 
provides time of day and satellite ephemeris data to the location server which in 
tum can use this data in accordance with the present invention to provide estimated 
pseudoranges or estimated satellite ranges to the mobile SPS receiver, or to 
provide time of day, approximate-location, and satellite position data to the mobile 
SPS receiver so that it can detennine estimated ranges in order to reduce the search 
time to acquire SPS signals. With a OPS reference reeeiver at the cell site, there is 
typically no need to receive data from a network of GPS reference receivers as the 

local OPS reference receiver can detennine differential corrections and satellite 
eph~ris data and time of day from satellites in-view of the receiver, and the 
location of the cell site (or some approximate proxy) may be used as the 
approximate location of the mobile SPS receiver which is in communication with 
the cell site. This local server may merely transmit aiding information (e.g. 
satellite ephemeris .and/or time of day) to the mobile SPS receiver andletthe . 
mobile SPS receiverdetermine estimated pseudoranges or ranges to reduce the· 
search time.to acquire·SPS signals or may detennine these estimated pseudoranges 
or estimated rangeg and transmit them to the mobile SPS receiver .. The mobile 
SPS receiver may then determine precision pseudoranges and compute its position 
(from the determined pseudoranges and satellite ephemeris data it received from 
SPS satellites or from the location server)· or determine precision pseudoranges 
and transmit these detennined pseudoranges to the location server which computes 
the position of the mobile SPS receiver. 

The foregoing is one example of the present invention, and there are 
various· alternatives which are within the scope of the invention. For example, the 
mobile SPS receiver could perfonn all operations itself without assistance from a 
remote server .. The mobile SPS receiver may be able to detemrine its approximate 
location from a cell site identifier which is transmitted to the mobile SPS receiver. 
Using the cell site identifier, the mobile SPS receiver may Perfonn a lookup 
operation in a database maintained in the mobile SPS receiver to determine an 
approximate location and also may obtain almanac information (e.g. from storage 
in the receiver from prior SPS signal reception) or other satellite position 
infonnation and may obtain time of day infonnation (e.g. from a cellular 
transmission as described above). From the satellite position information, time of 
day, and from the approximate location~ the mobile SPS receiver may determine 
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estimated pseudoranges for various satellites in order to shorten the time required 

to search for and acquire SPS signals to satellites in view. The SPS receiver may 

then complete the position calculation by using the pseudoranges and satellite 

ephemeris data, although, alternatively, the SPS receiver may also transmit the 

determined pseudoranges to a location server which then completes the position 

calculation. 

In another alternative example of the invention, the server may perform 

assistance operation by providing approximate location and/or satellite ephemeris 

data to the mobile SPS receiver which in tum detennines its own estimated 

pseudoranges. In yet another alternative, the server assists the mobile SPS 

receiver by providing· satellite ephemeris information, and the mobile unit 

determines time and its approximate location from transmissions between the 

mobile SPS unit and a cell site and then the mobile SPS unit determines estimated 

pseudoranges. 

The main variations on search reduction are provided in the table of Figure 

10. The table discriminates along its rows 302 and 304 the accuracy of time of 

day that may be established at the SPS receiver. The table discriminates along 

columns 308, 310 and 312, the nature of the aiding position information that is 

gotten by the SPS receiver. The entries to the table, 322, 324, 326, 330, 332, and 

334 show whether or not the first processed satellite signal's search range may be 

reduced. In initial search, an unaided SPS receiver searches over the PN frame, 

which for the U.S. GPS system (CIA code) is a I millisecoiid period. Hence, if 

time of day available to the SPS receiver is no better than 1 millisecond, it must 

search the entire 1 millisecond range for the PN epoch. However, once the first 

satellite's signal is acquired, the search for the other signals may be done at times 

relative to the PN epoch found from the first signal's search procedure (i.e. the 

determination of the first signal's pseudorange). This was discussed previously. 

If more precision time of day is available at the SPS receiver, then the search range 

of the first satellite's signal may be reduced. In all cases the search reduction 

requires approximate knowledge of the satellites' ranges to the SPS (expressed in 

either distance or equivalent time units, using the speed of light). 

Range information may be provided by three primary methods (314, 316, 

and 318): (1) providing satellite ephemeris data, (2) providing satellite almanac 

data and (3) providing satellite range data. Here satellite ephemeris data means a 
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precision mathematical description of the satellites' positions versus time, that is 
valid for a relatively short period of time, typically less than two hours. Satellite 
almanac data i$ a mathematical description of the. satellites' positions versus time, 
that is valid for a relatively long period of time, typically one month. By its 
nature, then the accuracy of satellites' positions is much poorer with almanac data 
(typically several kilometer error) relative to ephemeris data (several meters error) 
and it degrades with time, until the equations are updated. Both ephemeris data 

and almanac data are transmitted by OPS satellites. The form of this data is 
typically coefficients associated with Kepler equations. However, altemative 
descriptions are possible (e.g. spherical hannonic descriptions, etc.) and are 
consistent with this invention. For example, when almanac or ephemeris data are 
supplied to the SPS receiver from a remote location server, they may take any of a 
number of forms, that may allo~ reduced computation in the SPS receiver or 
reduced storage, for example. If.almanac or ephemeris data are available to the 

SPS receiver , then the SPS receiver must know its approximate location so that 
the {approximate) satellite ranges may be computed at a given time. If accurate 
time is available, then the range and time can be ~ed to estimate the PN frame 
epochs and reduce search tiine .even for the first ·satellite's signal to be processed. · 
If only approximate time.(greater·:Uum lmillisecond) is available, then the signals 
subsequent to the first signal acquired can be sean;h,ed by computing an estimated 
difference in ranges to the first an4 subseqµent satellites .. Then each of the PN 
frame epochs of the subsequent sateilites can be searched in a range that is offset 
from the PN frame epoch found for the first (or other processed) signal by an 
amount equal.to the estimate range difference (expressed in time units). The third 
method provides directly the estimated satellite range equations to the SPS 
receiver. These equations, for example polynomial equations in time or distance, 
may be provided to the SPS receiver by a remote server which is located close to 
the SPS receiver or which knows approximately the location of the SPS receiver, 
and provides appropriate equations for.its location .. Jn this case the SPS receiver 
does not need to know its location since the equations provide the ranges of times 
to search for each satellite. In effect 326 simply is a direct specification of the 
ranges of times to search and 334 is a specification of the ranges of times to search 
rel1;1tive to the received time of a given satellite signal .. 
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An advantage of using almanac data is that it is valid for very long periods 
of time and hence does not require transmission from a server very often, or never 
if the almanac is occasionally read from the SPS satellites' transmissions. An 
advantage of ephemeris data is that it is more precise and hence reduces search 
range to a greater degree than does almanac data. In addition, ephemeris data 
transmitted from a server may be used to compute at the SPS receiver its location, 
without having to read this data from the SPS satellites (which is time consuming 
and difficult for weak received signal levels). Satellite range equations may be 
used in substitution for either almanac or ephemeris data but typically is accurate 
over relatively short periods of time, or may not be as compact in size as the other 
mathematical descriptions if it is to be valid over long periods of time. Hence each 
of the approaches to providing position information has its benefits and 
disadvantages that maybe traded off in different applications. 

Although the methods and apparatus of the present invention have been 
. described with reference to GPS satellites, it will be appreciated that the teachings 
are equally applicable to positioning systems which utilize pseudolites or a 
combination of satellites and pseudolites. Pseudolites are ground based 
transmitters which broadcast a PN code (similar to a GPS signal) modulated on art·· 

L-band carrier signal, generally synchronized with GPS time. Each transmitter 
may be assigned a unique PN code so as to permit identification by a remote 
receiver. Pseudolites are useful in situations where GPS signals from an orbiting 
satellite might be unavailable, such as tunnels, mines, buildings or other enclosed 
areas. The term "satellite", as used herein, is intended to include pseudolite or 
equivalents of pseudolites, and the term GPS signals, as used herein, is intended 
to include GPS-like signals from pseudolites or equivalents of pseudolites. 

In the preceding discussion the invention has been described with reference 
to application upon the United States Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) system. 
It should· evident, however. that these methods are equally applicable to similar 
satellite positioning systems, and in, particular, the Russian Glonass system. The 
Glonass system primarily differs from GPS system in that the emissions from 
different satellites are differentiated from one another by utilizing slightly different 
carrier frequencies, rather than utilizing different pseudorandom codes. The term 
"GPS" used herein includes such alternative satellite positioning systems, 
including the Russian Glonass system. 
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In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with 

reference to specific exemplary embodiments thereof. It will, however, be evident 

that various modifications and changes may be made thereto without departing 

from the broader. spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the appended 

claims. The specification and drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded iii an 

illustrative rather than a restrictive sense.· 
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CLAJMS 
What is claimed is: 

l . A method for reducing search time to acquire satellite positioning system 

(SPS) signals in a satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver, said method 

comprising: 

determining a first pseudorange to a first SPS satellite; 

determining an approximate location of said· SPS receiver; 

determining an estimated pseudorange for a second pseudorange to a 

second SPS satellite, said estimated pseudorange being determined 

from said approximate location and said first pseudorange; 

searching for time of arrival of SPS signals from said second SPS satellite 

in a range detennined by said estimated pseudorange. 

2. A method as in claim 1 further comprising: 

detennining a time information; 

detennining a satellite position of said second satellite, wherein said 

estimated pseudorange is determined from said approximate 

location and said satellite position. 

3. A method as in claim 2 wherein said search time is to initially acquire said. 

SPS signals and wherein said estimated pseudorange is not based on a previously· 

determined pseudorange for said second SPS satellite and wherein said searching 

is over time intervals determined by said estimated pseudorange and where.in said 

time information is an approximate time of day which is accurate to within ± 10 

minutes, and wherein said estimated pseudorange is one of an estimated time of 

arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite or an estimated distance to said SPS 

satellite from said SPS receiver. 

4. A method as in claim 2 wherein said range is based on an error associated 

with at least one of said approximate location and said time information and said 

satellite position. 
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5. A method as in claim 2 wherein said range is determined relative to said 
first pseudorange and a reference time of said SPS receiver. 

6. A method as in claim 2 wherein said approximate location is obtained from 
a cell based information source. 

7. A method as in claim 6 wherein said approximate location is received at 
said SPS receiver from said cell based infonnation source. 

8. A method as in claim 6 wherein said cell based infonnation source is 
coupled to a location server and wherein said approximate location represents a 
location of a cell object in a cell based communication system. 

· 9. A method as in claim 2 further comprising: 
receiving a precision cmier frequency signal from a source providing said 

precision carrier frequency signal; 
automatically locking to said precision carrier frequency signal and 

. providing a reference signal; 
using said reference signal to provide a local oscillator signal to acquire 

SPS signals. 

10. A method as in claim 8 ·Wherein said location server detemrines said 
approximate location from· said cell based information source by detennining an 
identification of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 
wireless communication system which is coupled to said SPS receiver. 

11. A method as in claim 10 wherein said location server detennines said 
estimated pseudorange. 

12. A method as in claim 2 further comprising: 
detennining. another estimated pseudorange for a third pseudorange to a 

third SPS satellite; 
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determining another satellite position of said.third SPS satellite, wherein 

said another estimated pseudorange is determined from said 

approximate location and said another satellite position. 

13. A method as in claim 12 further comprising searching for SPS signals 

from said third SPS satellite in a range determined by said another estimated 

pseudorange. 

14. A method for initially acquiring satellite positioning system (SPS) signals 

in a SPS receiver, said method comprising: 

determining a first pseudorange to a first SPS satellite; 

determining an approximate location of said SPS receiver; 

determining .an estimated pseudorange for a second pseudorange to a 

second SPS satellite, said estimated pseudorange being determined 

from said approximate location and said first pseudorange; 

searching for time of arrival of SPS signals from said second SPS sateUite 

in a range detennined by said estimated pseudorange. 

15. A method as in claim 14 further comprising: 

detennining a time information; 

determining a satellite position of said second satellite, wherein said 

estimated pseudorange is determined from said approximate · 

location and said satellite position. 

16. A method as in claim 15· wherein said search time is to initially acquire said 

SPS signals and wherein said estimated pseudorange is not based on a previously 

determined pseudorange for said second SPS satellite. 

17. A method as in claim 15 wherein said range is determined relative to said 

first pseudorange and a reference time of said SPS receiver. 

18. A method as in claim 15 wherein said approximate location is obtained 

from a cell based infonnation source. 
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19. A method as in claim 18 wherein said approximate location is received at 

said SPS receiver from said cell based information source. 

20. A method as in claim 18 wherein said cell based information source is 

coupled to a location server and wherein said approximate location represents a 

location of a cell object in a cell based communication system. 

21. A method as in claim 20 further comprising: 

receiving a precision carrier frequency signal from a source providing said 
precision carrier frequency signal; 

automatically locking to said precision carrier frequency signal and · 

providing a reference signal; 

using said reference signal to provide a local oscillator signal to acquire 
·· · SPS· ·signalS • .. 

22. A method as in claim 20 wherein said location server determines said· 

. approximate location from said cell based infofmation source by determining an 

identification of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 

wireless communication system which is coupled to said SPS receiver. 

23. A satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver comprising: 

an SPS antenna which is configured to receive SPS signals; 

a processor coupled to said SPS antenna, said processor determining a first 

pseudorange to a first SPS satellite and searching for time of arrival 

of SPS signals from a second· SPS satellite in a range determined 

by an estimated pseudorange to said second SPS satellite, said 

estimated pseudorange being detennined from an approximate 

location of said SPS receiver and from said first pseudorange. 

24. An SPS receiver as in claim 23 further comprising a communication 

system which is coupled to said processor, wherein said communication system 

provides said approximate location to said processor; 
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25. An SPS receiver as in claim 23 further comprising a cell based 
communication system which is coupled to said processor, wherein said cell based 
communication system receives said estimated pseudorange and provides said 
estimated pseudorange to said processor. 

26. An SPS receiver as in claim 25 wherein estimated pseudorange is 
determined from said approximate location and a satellite position of said second 
SPS satellite. 

27. An SPS receiver as in claim 25 wherein said estimated pseudorange is not 
based on a previously determined pseudorange for said seeond SPS ·satellite. 

28. An SPS receiver as in claim 25 wherein said range is detennined relative tO 
said first pseudorange and a reference time of said SPS receiver. 

29. An SPS receiver as in claim 28 wherein said processor searches for SPS 
signals from a third SPS satellite in a range detennined by another estimated 
pseudorange to a third SPS satellite, said another estimated pseudorange being 
determined from said approximate location of said SPS receiver. 

30. A digital processing system comprising: 
a communication interface; 
a storage device; 

a processor coupled to said storage device and to Said communication 
interface, said processor determining an approximate location of a 
mobile satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver which is capable 
of communication with said digital processing system through said 
communication interface and wherein said processor determines an 
estimated pseudorange for a first pseudorange to a fin,1: SPS 
satellite. said estimated pseudorange being determined frOm said 
approximate location and a satellite position of said first SPS 
satellite and wherein said estimated pseudorange is transmitted 
through said commmiication interface to said mobile SPS receiver. 
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31. A digital processing system as in claim 30 whe~~ said approximate 
location is obtained from a cell based information source' which is stored in said 
storage device. 

32. A digital processing system as in claim 31 wherein said ce11 based 
information source provides approximate location information for objects in a cell 
of a wireless cell based communication system. 

3 3. A digital processing system as in claim 31 wherein said.approximate 
location represents a location of a cell object in a wireless cell based 
communication system. 

. 34. A digital processing system as in claim 33 wherein said· cell object is a 
wireless cell site in said wireless cell based communication system. 

35.. A digital processing system as in claim 33 wherein said approximate · 
location is determined from said cell based information source by determining an 
identification of a wireless cell site whicb is in wireless communication with a 
wireless communication system which is coupled to said mobile SPS receiver. 

36. A computer readable medium containing executable computer program 
instructions which, when executed by a data processing system, cause said data 
processing system to perform a method comprising: 

determining an approximate location of a mobile satellite positioning 
system (SPS} receiver; 

detennining an estimated pseudorange for a first pseudorange to a first 
SPS satellite, said estimated pseudorange being detennined from 
said approximate location and a satellite position of said first SPS 
satellite; · 

transmitting said estimated pseudorange to said mobile SPS receiver. 

37. A computer readable medium as in claim 36 wherein said method further 
comprises: 
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determining another estimated pseudorange for a second pseudorange to a 

second SPS satellite, said another estimated pseudorange being 

detennined from said approximate location and another satellite 

position of said second SPS satellite, and wherein said approximate 

location is determined from said cell based information source by 

detennining an identification of a wireless cell site which is in 

wireless communication with a wireless communication system 

which is coupled to said mobile SPS receiver. 

38. A method as in claim 2 wherein said time information is an approximate 

time of day at said SPS receiver which has an accuracy of better than 10 minutes 

and wherein said satellite position is detennined from an external source which 

transmits a set of ephemeris data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites viewable 

by said SPS receiver. 

39. A method as in claim 2 wherein said SPS receiver determines said time ··' 

information from a communication signal in a cell based communication system.···. 

40. A method as in claim 2 wherein said SPS receiver uses a matched filter to 

.. acquire SPS signals. 

41. A method as in claim 2 wherein said satellite position comprises at least 

one of (a) a set of ephemeris data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites viewabJe 

by said SPS receiver; or (b) a set of Almanac data corresponding to said set of 
SPS satellites viewable by said SPS receiver .. 

42. A method as in claim 41 wherein said set of ephemeris data is obtained 

from a reference network of SPS receivers. 

43. A method as in claim 41 wherein said set of Almanac data is obtained from 

a reference network of SPS receivers. 
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44. A method as in claim 41. wherein said set of ephemeris data is obtained 
from an SPS reference receiver at a cell site which is in communication with said 
SPS receiver. 

45. A method as in claim 41 wherein said set of Almanac data is obtained from 
an SPS reference receiver at a cell site which is in communication with said SPS 
receiver. 

46. A method as in claim 41 wherein said set of Alman~ data is obtained by 
said SPS receiver from SPS signals from SPS satellites. 

4 7. A method as in claim 39 wherein said cell based communication systein is 
a CDMA (code division multiple access) system. 

48. A method as in claim 39 wherein said step of detennining said time of day 
is performed by reading a time of day message present with· a cellular 
communication signal received by said SPS receiver over a cell based 
communications link. 

49. ·· A method for reducing search time to acquire satellite positioning system· 
(SPS) signals in a satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver, said method 
comprising: 

detennining a time of day at said SPS receiver to an accuracy of better than 
a framing period of said SPS signals; 

detennining an approximate location of said SPS receiver; 
determining an estimated pseudorange for at least one SPS satellite, said 

estimated pseudorange being detennined from said approximate 
location and from a satellite position data and from said time of day; 

searching for time of arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite in a 
range detennined by said estimated pseudorange. 

50. A method as in claim 49 wherein said satellite position data is received 
from an external source. 
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51. A method as in claim 50 wherein said search timeis to initially acquire said 
SPS signals and wherein said estimated pseudorange is not based on a previously 
detennined pseudorange for said SPS satellite and wherein said satellite position 
data comprises a set of Almanac data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites 
viewable by said SPS receiver. 

52. A method as in claim 50 wherein said range is based on an error associated 
with at least one of said approximate location and said time of day and said satellite 
position data. 

53. A method as in claim 50 wherein said satellite position data comprises a set 
of ephemeris data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites viewable by said SPS 
receiver. 

54. A method as in claim 50 wherein said approximate location is obtained 
from a cell based information· somce and wherein said external source is at least 
one of (a) SPS satellites or (b) a cell based communication system. 

55. A method as in claim 54 wherein said approximate location is received at: · 
said SPS receiver from said cell based information source. 

56. A method as in claim 54 wherein said cell based information somce is 
coupled to a location server and wherein said approximate location represents a 
location of a cell object in a cell based communication system. 

57. A method as in claim 56 further comprising: 
receiving a precision carrier frequency signal from a source providing said 

precision carrier frequency signal; 
automatically locking to said precision carrier frequency signal and 

providing a reference signal; 
using said reference signal to provide a local oscillator signal to acquire 

SPS signals. 



W000/36431 11111111111111 111111111111 1111 
* C L M S * 

;·,I 
PCT/US99/l61l1 

-38-

5 8. A method as in claim 56 wherein said location server determines said 

approximate location from said cell based information source by determining an 

identification· of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 

wireless communication system wliic:h is coupled to said SPS receiver. 

59. A method as in claim 58 wherein said location server determines said 

estimated pseudorange. 

60. A method as in claim 50 further comprising: 

determining another estimated pseudorange for another pseudorange to 

another SPS satellite; 

determining another satellite position of said another SPS satellite, wherein 

said another estimated pseudorange is determined from said . 

approximate location and said another satellite position. 

61. A method as in claim 60 further comprising searching for time of arrival of 

SPS signals from said another SPS satelli~ in.~ range.determined by· said anothef 

estimated pseudorange. 

62. A method for initially acquiring satellite positioning system (SPS) signals 

in a SPS receiver, said method comprising: 

detennining a time of day at said SPS receiver to an accuracy of better than 

a framing period of said SPS signals; 

detennining an approximate location of said SPS receiver; 

detennining an estimated pseudorange for at least one SPS satellite, said 

estimated pseudorange being determined from said approximate 

location and from a satellite position data and from said time of day; 

searching for time of arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite in a 

range detennined by said estimated pseudorange. 

63. A method as in claim 62 wherein said satellite position data is received 

from an external source. 
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64. A method as in claim 63 wherein said search time is to initially acquire said 
SPS signals and wherein said estimated pseudorange is not ba.~ed on a previously 
detennined pseudorangefor said SPS satellite and wherein said satellite position 
data comprises a set of Almanac data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites 
viewable by said SPS receiver. 

65. A method as in claim 63 wherein said satellite position data comprises a set 
of ephemeris data corresponding to a set of SPS satellites viewable by said SPS 
receiver. 

66. A method as in claim 63 wherein said approximate location is obtained 
from a cell based information sowce. 

67. A method as in claim 66 wherein said approximate location is received at 
said SPS receiver from said cell based information source. 

68. A method as in claim 66 wherein said cell based information source is 
coupled to a location server and wherein said approximate location represents a 
location of a cell object in a cell based communication system. 

69. A method as in claim 68 further comprising: 
receiving a precision carrier frequency signal from a source providing said 

precision carrier frequency signal; 
automatically locking to said precision carrier frequency signal and 

providing a reference signal; 
using said reference signal to provide a local oscillator signal to acquire 

SPS signals. 

70. A method as in claim 68 wherein said location server detennines said 
approximate location from said cell based information source by detennining an 
identification of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 
wireless communication system which is coupled to said SPS receiver. 

71. A satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver comprising: 
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an SPS antenna which is configured to receive SPS signals; 

a processor coupled to said SPS antenna, said processor determining a 

time of day at said SPS receiver to an accuracy of better than a 

framing period of said SP.S signals and searching for a time of 

arrival of SPS signals from· 811 SPS satellite in a range determined 

by an estimated pseudorange to said SPS satellite. said estimated 

pseudorange being detennined from an approximate location of 

said SPS receiver and from a satellite position data and from said 

time of day. 

72. An SPS receiver as in claim 71 further comprising a communication 

system which is coupled to said processor, wherein· said communication system 

provides said approximate location to said processor. 

73. An SPS receiver as in claim 71 further comprising a cell based 

communication system which is coupled to said processor, wherein said cell based 

communication system receives said estimated pseudorange and provides said 

estimated pseudorange to said processor. 

7 4. An SPS receiver as in claim 73 wherein estimated pseudorange is 

determined from said approximate location and a satellite position of said SPS 

satellite. 

7 5. An SPS receiver as in claim 73 wherein said estimated pseudorange is not 

based on a previously determined pseudorange for said SPS satellite. 

76. An SPS receiver as in claim 72 wperein said satellite position data is 

received from an external source being one of (a) an SPS satellite or (b) a cell 

based communication system, and wherein said time of day is detennined from a 

communication signal in a cell based communication system. 

77. An SPS receiver as in claim 76 wherein said processor searches for a time 

of arrival of SPS signals from another SPS satellite in a range determined by 

another 
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estimated pseudorange to said another SPS satellite, said another estimated 
pseudorange being detennined from said approximate location of said SPS 

receiver. 

78. A method as in claim 49 wherein said SPS receiver uses a matched filter to 
acquire SPS signals. 

79. A method as in claim 49 wherein said SPS receiver determines said time of 
day from a communication signal in a cell based communication system. 

80. A method as in claim 79 wherein said cell based communication system 
comprises a CDMA (code division multiple access) system. 

81. A method as in claim 79 wherein said communication signal is one of a 
time of day message or a series of timed pulses. 

82. ·· A method as in claim 51 wherein said set of Almanac data is obtained from . 
at least one of (a) a reference network of SPS receivers; (b) an SPS reference 

. receiver at a cell site which is iii communication with said SPS receiver; or (c) 
from SPS signals from SPS satellites received by said SPS receiver. 

83. A method as in claim 53 wherein said set of ephemeris data is obtained 
from at least one of (a) a reference network of SPS receivers; (b) an SPS reference 
receiver at a cell site which is in communication with said SPS receiver or (c) from.· 
SPS signals from SPS satellites received by said SPS receiver. 

84. A method for reducing search time to acquire satellite positioning system 
(SPS) signals in a satelJite positioning system (SPS) receiver, said method 
comprising: 

detennining a time of day at said SPS receiver; 

obtaining a set of mathematical descriptions of estimated ranges versus 
time, said estimated ranges being from said SPS receiver to said 
SPS satellites viewable by said SPS receiver; 
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determining an estimated pseudorange for at least one SPS satellite, said 

estimated pseudorange ~ing detennined from said time of day and 

from said set of mathematical descriptions; 

searching for time of arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite in a 

range determined by said estimated pseudorange. 

85. A method as in claim 84 wherein said set of mathematical descriptions is 

received from an external source. 

86. A method as in claim 85 wherein said search time is to initially acquire said 

SPS signals and wherein said estimated pseudorange is one of an estimated time of 

arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite or an estimated distance to said SPS 

satellite from said SPS receiver, and wherein said searching is over ti.me intervals 

determined by said estimated pseudorange. 

87. A method as in claim 85 wherein saicJ. ~ange is based on an error associated 

with at least,one of said.time of day and said set of mathematical descriptions. 

88. A method as in claim 85 further comprising,determining a first 

pseudorange to a first SPS satellite and wherein Said estimated pseudorange is 

detennined also from said first pseudorange, and wherein said time of day is 

approximate. 

89. A method as in claim 85 wherein said set of mathematical descriptions uses 

an approximate location of said SPS receiver obtained from a cell based 

information source. 

90. A method as in claim 89 wherein said approximate location is received at 

said SPS receiver from said cell based information source. 

91. A method as in claim 89 wherein said cell based lnformation source is 

coupled to a location server and wherein said approximate location represents a 

location of a cell object in a cell based communication system. 
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92. A method as iii claim 91 wherein said cell object is a wireless cell site in 

said cell based communication system. 

93. A method as in claim 91 wherein said location server determines said 

approximate location from said cell based information source by detennining an 
identification of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 
wireless communication system which is coupled to said SPS receiver. 

94. A method as in claim 93 wherein said location server determines said set of 

mathematical descriptions and causes said set of mathematical descriptions to be 
transmitted to said SPS receiver. 

95. A method as in claim 85 further comprising: 

receiving a precision carrier frequency signal from a source providing said 

precision carrier frequency signal; 

automatically locking to said precision carrier frequency signal and 

providing a reference signal; · 

using said reference signal to provide a local oscillator signal to acquire 

SPS signals. 

96. A method as in claim 85 wherein said time of day is accurate to within a 

framing period of said SPS signals. 

97. A satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver comprising: 

an SPS antenna which is configured to receive SPS signals; 

a processor coupled to said SPS antenna, said processor determining a 

time of day at said SPS receiver and searching fo~ time of arrival of 

SPS signals from an SPS satellite in a range determined by an 

estimated pseudorange to said SPS satellite, said estimated 

pseudorange being determined from said time of day and from a set 

of mathematical descriptions of estimated ranges versus time, said 

estimated ranges being from said SPS receiver to said SPS 

satellites viewable by said SPS receiver. 
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98. An SPS receiver as in claim 97 further comprising a conununication 

system which is coupled to said processor, wherein said communication system 

receives said set of mathematical descriptions and provides said set of 

mathematical descriptions to said processor. 

99. An SPS receiver as in claim 97 further comprising a cell based 

communication system which is coupled to said processor, wherein said cell based 

communication system receives a message specifying said time of day and 

provides said time of day to said processor. 

100. An SPS receiver as in claim 97 wherein said processor determines a first 

pseudorange to a first SPS satellite when said time of day is approximate to within 

10 minutes and wherein said estimated pseudorange is also determined from said 

first pseudorange. 

l 01. An SPS receiver as in claim 97 wherein said estimated pseudorange is one 

· of an estimated time of arrival of SPS signals from said SPS satellite or an 

estimated distance to said SPS satellite from said SPS receiver, and wherein said 

searching is over time intervals determined by said estimated pseudorange. 

102. An SPS receiver as in claim 97 wherein said processor comprises a 

matched filter which perfonns said searching. 

103. A digital processing system comprising: 

a communication interface; 

a storage device; 

a processor coupled to said storage device and to said conununication 

interface, said processor detennining an approximate location of a 

mobile satellite positioning system (SPS) receiver which is capable 

of communication with said digital proces~ing system through said 

communication interface and wherein said processor determines a 

set of mathematical descriptions of estimated ranges versus time, 

said estimated ranges being from said SPS receiver to said SPS 

satellites viewable by said SPS receiver, said set of mathematical 
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expressions being determined from said approximate location and 

wherein said set of mathematical expressions is transmitted through 

said communication interface to said mobile SPS receiver. 

104. A digital processing system as in claim 103 wherein said approximate 

location is obtained from a cell based information source which is stored in said 

storage device. 

105. A digital processing system as in claim 104 wherein said cell based 

information source provides approximate location information for objects in a cell · 

of a wireless cell based communication system. 

106. A digital processing system as in claim 104 wherein said approximate 

location represents a location of a eell object in a wireless cell based 

communication system. 

107. A digital processing system as in claim 106 wherein said cell object is a 

wireless cell site in said wireless cell based communication system. 

108. A digital processing system as in claim 106 wherein said approximate 

location is determined from said cell based information source by determining an 

identification of a wireless cell site which is in wireless communication with a 

wireless communication system which is coupled to said mobile SPS receiver. 

109. A computer readable medium containing executable computer program 
instructions which, when executed by a data processing system, cause said data 

processing system to perform a method comprising: 

detennining an approximate location of a mobile satellite positioning 

system (SPS) receiver; 

determining a set of mathematical descriptions of estimated ranges versus 

time, said estimated ranges being from said SPS receiver to SPS 

satellites viewable by said SPS receiver, said set of mathematical 

descriptions being determined from said approximate location; 
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transmitting said set of mathematical clescriptions to said mobile SPS 

receiver. 

110. A method as in claim 84 wherein said set of mathematical descriptions 

comprises an estimated range to an SPS satellite and a rate of change of said 

estimated range over time. 

111. A method as in claim 84 wherein said· set of mathematical descriptions 

comprises a polynomial function of time. 

112. A method as in claim 84 wherein said SPS receiver uses a matched filter to 

search for said SPS signals. 

113. A method as in claim 84 wherein said SPS receiver determines said time of 
. . .· 

day from a communication signal in a cell based communication system. 

114. A method as:in claini 113 wherein said·cellbasedcommunication system 

comprises a CDMA (code division multiple access).system. 


