ABSTRACT An optical path coupling nmenber aligns an
optical axis directed to a |ight condensi ng nenber of
the first wavelength 1ight having a shortest

wavel ength with that of the tidrd wavel ength |ight
havi ng a | ongest wavel ength. A diffraction elenent
condenses +2nd order diffracted |light of the first

wavel ength |ight and +1st pgyqagiacch ffracted |ight of
the second wavelength light and third wavel ength
light into a first photodetector, the -2nd order
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photodetector, the -2nd order diffracted light of the first
wavelength light and -1st order diffracted 1light of the third
wavelength light into a second photodetector, and -1st order
diffracted 1ight of the remaining second wavelength light into
a photodetector, using *2nd order diffracted light of the first

wavelength light and f1st order diffracted light of the second
wavelength light and third wavelength light as signal light
from an optical information recording medium. Consequently,

the overall size of the optical pickup apparatus is reduced.
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