.HOVE ENTERTAI NVENT SYSTEM AND METHOD OF | TS OPERATI ON ABSTRACT An EPG

dat abase for a hone entertai nnent systemincludes files that contain

i nformation about television prograns retrievable by time and channel. The
files are linked to each other so information about a future television
program can be obtained by accessing a file about a current television
program A current television programdisplayed on the screen (20) of a
hone entertai nment system i ncludes an announcenent or advertisenent (56) of
a future television program The availability of an el ectronic program

gui de functiOME PNTERTAINNALRY SATIEG ARD MIEEFHOD 6FUTS OPERAVIONICENENT .
A command is issued to i nvoke the EPG function (54). The i1nfornmation about
the future television programis retrieved fromthe file about the current
tel evision programin the database. function (54) is executed with
the retrieved information. The EP can be perfornmed with respect
to a future television programw thout enbedding information about the

future teIeV|S|on 0 the tel evision signal ure 1 .
EBE} gatz?base Iilor a Eilomc:: entertainment system mcﬁldgs ﬁ?es that contain

information about television programs retrievable by time and channel. The files are linked to

each other so information about a future television program can be obtained by accessing a file
about a current television program. A current television program displayed on the screen (20)
of a home entertainment system includes an announcement or advertisement (56) of a future
television program. The availability of an electronic program guide function (54) is signaled
during, before, or after the announcement. A command is issued to invoke the EPG function
(54). The information about the future television program is retrieved from the file about the
current television program in the database. The EPG function (54) is executed with the
retrieved information. The EPG function can be performed with respect to a future television
program without embedding information about the future television program in the television

signal.
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