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(54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR BOOTING WITH REMOTE CONFIGURATION DATA
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(57) Abstract:  Method, apparatus
and computer software provide for
the loading of configuration data
from a remote source to set the initial
configuration of a computing system
during a boot process. One or more
software components are operable on
the computing system to determine
if configuration data is to retrieved
from a remote source, configure a
network interface and determining if
the network is active, establish a route
to a server storing the configuration
data, download the configuration
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data from the server to the computing
system, verify that the configuration
data was received correctly, and use
the downloaded configuration data to at
least in part set the initial configuration
of the computing system. When remote
data is unavailable, configuration data
from a local source is used to set the
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initial configuration of the computing
system. A determination of whether
to retrieve configuration data from
a remote source is done by checking
a setting in local configuration
data stored in a local nonvolatile
storage device. According to various

embodiments, large networks of servers are managed in a dynamic manner using the remote loading of configuration data.
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