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said lid. The container is a single wall container known as a party keg or 

partyfass, and is provided with a tapping cock close to the bottom for gravity 

dispensing of beverage from the container. The lid is a thick walled, closed, 

isolating mantel which separates the container from the environment.  5 

The present invention aims at providing a beverage dispensing 

assembly which is an alternative to the known assemblies. The present 

invention aims at providing a beverage dispensing assembly which is 

relatively easy in use. The present invention aims at providing a beverage 

dispensing assembly which is relatively easy to manufacture and maintain. 10 

The invention aims at providing a container suitable for a dispensing 

assembly as claimed. The present invention especially aims at providing a 

dispensing assembly in which a container can be used, which assembly in 

use provides for an appearance pleasing to users, such as for example 

beverage purchasing public and personnel, is easy to use and/or energy 15 

friendly, especially in cooling and dispensing.  

In an aspect a beverage dispensing assembly can be characterized 

by a dispenser and a beverage container. The beverage container has a neck 

portion and a shoulder portion adjacent the neck portion, wherein the 

container, preferably the neck portion, is provided with at least an outflow 20 

opening and at least one gas inlet opening. The dispenser comprises a 

housing, wherein the housing is provided with a receptacle for receiving at 

least part of the container. The container is positioned in the dispenser, 

such that at least a portion of the container is received in the receptacle, 

which portion preferably has a part which extends close to and/or is in 25 

contact with a wall of the receptacle. According to the invention during use a 

lid is provided over the container, enclosing a part of the container 

extending outside the receptacle, wherein the lid is transparent at least to 

such extend that at least a significant part of the container extending 

outside the receptacle is visible through said lid.  At least one light source 30 

can, for example, be provided, emitting light into and/or onto the container.  
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Claims 

 

 

1. Beverage dispensing assembly, comprising a dispenser and a 

beverage container, wherein the beverage container has a neck portion and a 

shoulder portion adjacent the neck portion, wherein the neck portion of the 

container is provided with at least an outflow opening and at least one gas inlet 

opening and wherein the dispenser comprises a housing, wherein the housing 5 

is provided with a receptacle for receiving part of the container, wherein the 

container is positioned in the dispenser, such that a portion of the container is 

received in the receptacle, which portion has a part which extends close to 

and/or is in contact with a wall of the receptacle, wherein a lid is provided over 

the container, enclosing a part of the container extending outside the 10 

receptacle, wherein the lid is transparent at least to such extend that at least a 

significant part of the container extending outside the receptacle is visible 

through said lid, 

wherein at least one light source is provided emitting light into and/or onto the 

container 15 

2. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 1, wherein a 

container is used having at least an outer wall which is at least partly 

transparent for at least part of the light emitted from the at least one light 

source. 

3. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 2, wherein the 20 

container has an inner container which is reflective for at least part of the light 

passing through the outer container. 

4. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 3, wherein the 

inner container is collapsible within the outer container.  

5. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of claims 25 

1 – 4, wherein the lid is supported by the housing, enclosing the relevant part 

of the container, wherein the at least one light source is provided in the 

housing or in the lid. 
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6. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the lid is at least partly transparent, such that at least part of 

the container extending outside the receptacle can be seen through the lid, 

preferably from at least two opposite sides, more preferably over an angle of at 

least about 270 degrees, more preferably over an angle of about 360 degrees 5 

around a longitudinal axis, wherein the lid preferably rests on the housing, 

sealing a space between the lid and an outer surface of the container, wherein 

the lid isolates the container from a surrounding space. 

7. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the lid is a double walled lid and/or is made of plastic and/or 10 

glass. 

8. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the container is a plastic container, especially a BIC type 

container.  

9. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 1, wherein the 15 

container is provided with a dispensing unit, including at least a dispensing 

line, and the housing comprises a tap for connecting to and/or cooperating with 

the dispensing line, wherein the dispensing line is preferably a disposable line. 

10. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the housing comprises a cooling device for cooling at least a 20 

part of the wall of the receptacle, for contact cooling of a part of at least the 

shoulder portion of the container.  

11. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the receptacle is substantially bowl shaped, preferably semi-

spherical, wherein the container is supported by at least a part of the wall of 25 

the receptacle, wherein the receptacle is provided with an indentation at a 

lower end thereof for receiving the neck portion of the container.  

12. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the container is provided with a closure ring closing off the 

neck of the container, and wherein preferably the closure ring and/or the neck 30 
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portion of the container is or are provided with the at least one gas inlet 

opening, for introducing a fluidum, preferably gas, under pressure into the 

container, preferably between an inner and an outer container of the container, 

wherein preferably a beverage valve is provided in and/or on the dispense 

opening provided by the closure ring.  5 

13. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein an adapter is provided at the neck portion of the container, 

wherein preferably the adapter is an adapter fitting over at least part of the 

neck portion of the container, wherein the adapter comprises at least part of a 

dispensing unit, including at least a dispensing line, wherein the dispensing 10 

line at a first end is provided with a connector or dispense adapter for 

connecting to the outflow opening or a beverage dispensing valve provided in 

said outflow opening, and at an opposite end is provided with a beverage 

dispense opening, which beverage dispense opening is preferably provided by a 

dispense valve integral to or connected to the dispense line, more preferably 15 

disposable with the dispense line.  

14. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 12 or 13, wherein 

the adapter is arranged for connecting a gas connector of the dispenser with 

the at least one gas inlet opening. 

15. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of claims 12 – 14, 20 

wherein the container is a BIC type container, comprising an outer container 

and an inner container, wherein at least one gas inlet opening is provided in 

the neck portion of the container, in a peripheral wall portion of container, 

preferably in a peripheral wall portion of the neck portion of the outer 

container, opening into a space between the inner and outer container, wherein 25 

the adapter covers at least said at least one gas inlet opening, and is provided 

with at least one adapter opening extending radially outward, in fluid 

communication with the said at least one gas inlet opening, and in fluid 

connection with a gas connector of the dispenser, wherein the housing is 
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provided with a supply for gas under pressure, especially a gas compressor, 

connected to the gas connector.  

16. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of claims 

12 – 15, wherein the receptacle is provided with an indentation at an end 

thereof for receiving the neck portion of the container with the adapter, 5 

wherein the adapter and the indentation are preferably provided with 

orientation defining elements, such that the position of the adapter within said 

indentation is defined in a desired orientation relative to a gas connector of the 

dispenser. 

17. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 10 

claims, wherein the dispenser is provided with at least one gas connector, 

movable relative to the container and/or the receptacle, preferably 

substantially radially relative to a longitudinal axis of the neck portion of the 

container. 

18. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 17, wherein the gas 15 

connector is movable mechanically, preferably electro mechanically. 

19. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the dispenser is provided with at least one sensing element, 

movable relative to the container and/or receptacle, which sensing element 

engages the container and/or an adapter mounted on the container for sensing 20 

a correct position of the container and/or adapter in said receptacle, wherein 

the sensing element can be part of or form a locking element for locking the 

container inside the dispenser. 

20. Beverage dispensing assembly according to claim 18 and 19, wherein 

the sensing element and the at least one gas connector are coupled such that 25 

the gas connector can only be brought into an extended state if: 

- the sensing element detects a correct position of the container and/or 

an adapter thereof; or  

- the sensing element detects a correct position of the container or an 

adapter thereof or senses no container or adapter thereof.  30 
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21. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the receptacle is provided with a channel extending from an 

indentation near a lower end thereof upward in a wall portion of the receptacle, 

wherein a dispensing line extends inside said channel. 

22. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 5 

claims, wherein the container is a BIC type container, comprising an outer 

container and an inner container, wherein the inner container is substantially 

filled with a beverage and wherein the inner container at least has a shoulder 

portion which is flexible, such that the beverage pushes the shoulder portion of 

the inner container against an inner surface of the outer container within the 10 

receptacle.  

23. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein lighting is provided for illuminating at least part of the lid, 

wherein the lighting is preferably provided in the housing, emitting light into 

the lid from a lower end thereof resting on said housing.  15 

24. Beverage dispensing assembly according to any one of the previous 

claims, wherein the container is placed in the dispenser with a neck portion 

facing downward, such that the portion of the container comprising the neck 

portion is received in the receptacle, which portion has a part which extends 

close to and/or is in contact with a wall of the receptacle, which part comprises 20 

at least part of a shoulder portion of the container.  

25. Beverage container for use in a beverage dispensing assembly 

according to any one of the previous claims, wherein the container is a BIC 

type container, preferably integrally blow moulded from a preform assembly 

made of plastic, more preferably made of a crystalline or semi-crystalline 25 

plastic such as PET and/or PEN and/or PEF, wherein the container is provided 

with an adapter, at a neck portion of the container, wherein the adapter: 

- connects to a gas inlet opening of the container and is provided with 

at least one adapter opening extending radially outward, in fluid 

communication with the said at least one gas inlet opening; and  30 



48 

 

 

- is provided with a dispensing unit including at least a dispensing 

line; and preferably 

- is provided with a non-circular outer portion for specific orientation 

of the adapter inside the housing. 

26. Container according to claim 25, wherein the adapter is provided 5 

with an end surface with a slot or channel for receiving part of a or the 

dispensing line, such that the container can rest on the end surface without 

restricting flow of beverage through said dispense line. 
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