
The present invention provides a process for making
regular shaped particles of solid foam. A first
mixture, comprising water, an acid, a surfactant and a
hydrophobic material, is combined with a hydrolysable
silicon species to form a second mixture. The second
mixture is maintained under conditions and for a
sufficient time to form regular shaped precursor
particles. The second mixture is then aged at a
temperature and for a time effective to produce the
regular shaped particles of solid foam. 


