SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR FI XED- ODDS BASED GAM NG ACTIVITIES Field of the

I nvention The present invention relates to systens and net hods for
providing gam ng activities. Sonme enbodi ments provide hardware and

sof tware conmponents for the inplenentation of such systens and net hods.
The term"gam ng" is intended to be intgrpreted in the broadest sense, as
enconpassing the fields of ganbling, "gdam ng, wagering, betting, lotteries
and ganmes or conpetitions of skill and/or know edge and/or chance.
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be more fully understood. However, any discussion of the prior art throughout the

specification should in no way be considered as an express or implied admission that
such prior art is widely known or forms part of common general knowledge in the
field.

One broad category of gaming activity is “fixed-odds” based, often referred
to as wagering, which is typical of most types of sports betting and bookmaking
operations. In this form, players bet on event outcomes, and a gaming operator
defines a payout ratio (commonly referred to as “odds™) for each event outcome.
This payout ratio expresses the amount by which the stake of a player differs from
that of the gaming operator. In the case that a player bets on an event outcome that
is subsequently identified as a winning outcome, the player receives a prize based on
the quantum of bet placed and the payout ratio. It will be appreciated that, in such
gaming activities, the definition of payout ratios by the gaming operator is, to some
extent, an exercise in risk management. In particular, the operator does not know, at
the time of defining payout ratios, which event outcome or outcomes will be
identified as winning outcomes. As such, a careful balance must be reached — the

general objective is to offer payout ratios that are sufficiently speculative to entice



sufficiently conservative over the full range of event outcones so as to
mai ntain operator risks and profit margins within acceptabl e threshol ds
over time. In sone cases, where the payout ratios sway towards the forner
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Summary of the Invention

It is an object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate one or more
of the disadvantages of the prior art, or at least to provide a useful alternative.

One aspect of the invention provides a method for providing a gaming
activity wherein a plurality of players provide respective entry fees, the method
including the steps of:

defining, for one or more event outcomes, respective payout ratios;

receiving, for each player, entry data indicative of an entry fee and an event
outcome;

adding, for each player, at least a portion of the received entry data to a
repository of collective entry data ;

allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player
and the event outcome selected by that player, one or more primary entries in
relation to a primary gaming activity whereby, in the case that for a given player the
selected event outcome is identified as a winning outcome, that player is awarded a
primary prize based on the entry fee and the payout ratio defined for the selected

event outcome;



updati ng a database with data indicative of the allocation of the one or
nore primary entries to each player; and allocating to at | east one player
a supplenentary prize, wherein one or nore characteristics of the

suppl ementary prize are determ ned by reference to one or nore
characteristics of at |east a portion_of the collective entry data received
at a point intine followng the al Tocati on of one or nore primary entries
to that player. One enbodi nent provides a nmethod wherein at |east one
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the supplementary prize irrespective of whether, for that player, the selected event

outcome is identified as the winning outcome.

One embodiment provides a method wherein each player is allocated a
supplementary prize irrespective of the winning outcome.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize
includes one or more supplementary entries in a supplementary activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary activity is a
supplementary gaming activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary gaming
activity is a pari-mutuel gaming activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize also
includes a prize awarded in relation to the supplementary activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein each supplementary prize
includes an entry in a draw-based game.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the entry in a draw-based game
includes a sweepstakes ticket.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the entry in a draw-based game

includes a raffle ticket.



-4- 0 One enbodi ment provides a nethod wherein the entry data for a given
pl ayer is indicative of timng information. One enbodi nent provides a

nmet hod wherein the timng information is indicative of a date and/or tine
when the entry data was received. One enbodi nent provides a nethod wherein
the timng information is indicative of a date and/or tinme when the entry
fee was received. One enbodi nent provifdes a nethod wherein the one or nore
characteristics of the supplenentary prize include a val ue conponent. One
ermbodi nent pr odmdembadimednt pebvidesraenethechwherginube entmpdate fior 4 gyemat | east
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specified time at which the supplementary prize is to be determined.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the value component of the
supplementary prize is determined at a first point in time defined relative to a second
point in time at which the winning outcome is identified.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the first point in time is after
the second point in time.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the value component of each
supplementary prize is related to the player’s entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the value component of each
supplementary prize is related to the sum of all received entry fees.

One embodiment provides a method wherein each supplementary prize has
the same value component.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize
includes at least a portion of a supplementary entry fee that is exchangeable for one
or more supplementary entries in the supplementary gaming activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize

includes a secondary prize that is awarded in relation to a supplementary gaming

activity.



-5- 0 One enbodi nent provides a nethod wherein one or nore characteristics
of the supplenentary gamng activity are determned at a point in tine
following the allocation of the primary entries by reference to one or
nore characteristics of the entry data received at that point in tine. One
enbodi nent provi des a nmethod wherein gne or nore characteristics of the
suppl enentary gamng activity are defermned at a point in time follow ng
the allocation of the primary entries by reference to one or nore
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wi nner of the secondary prize is identified; the eligibility of a given

pl ayer t oenitndataeecsivedatitiaypgint indimand the rel ative probability of a given
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a nethod including the step of: . .identifying, for eac ntry fee, a total
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contribution a fud S¥Ghdsticn 'afr%r ride:Primary contribution amunt conprising
the entry fee, less any prede ed 'deducti ons; and
the time at which a winner of the secondary prize is identified;

the eligibility of a given player to win the secondary prize; and
the relative probability of a given player winning the secondary prize.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the one or more characteristics
of the collective entry data are selected from the list including:
a value of entry fees received;
a number of entries allocated;
a value of entry fees received in a specified timeframe;
a value of entry fees corresponding to a specified one or more event
outcomes;
a number of entries allocated in a specified timeframe;
a number of entries allocated on the basis of a specified one or more event
outcomes; and
a supplementary contribution amount.
One embodiment provides a method including the step of:
identifying, for each entry fee, a total contribution amount
corresponding to that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:
i. a primary contribution amount comprising the entry fee, less
any predefined deductions; and

il. a supplementary contribution amount;



ii. a supplementary contribution amount; -6- 0 wherein at |east a
proportion of the supplenentary contribution anmount is used to fund at

| east a proportion of one or nore supplenentary prizes. One enbodi nent
provi des a nmethod wherein, for a given entry fee, the suppl enentary
contri bution anmbunt corresponds to an anpunt derived fromone or nore
sources selected froma group conpri s'|6n'g: an i nvestnent return derived by
subjecting at least a proportion of that entry fee to an investnent
procedure for a perivtbreh at ieasta propawpien af the seppiemeérdanyicontribation a

third-party contribution e enbodi ment,. provi des a met hod wherein all of
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gi ven player, in exchange or a given entry fee, I's provided a primry

entry and sapplemgitarygoptrention amauiieprigspands feameamowy dativeshifem 9ee ovher eby i n

the case that fhe se t IeIT\ Mool of the primary entry is not
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different event outcome, whereby in the case that the selected event outcome of the
primary entry is not identified as a winning outcome, the auxiliary entry is eligible
for identification as a winning entry.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the different outcome of the
auxiliary entry is defined such that the auxiliary entry will be a winning entry if the
selected event outcome of the primary entry is not identified as the winning
outcome.

One embodiment provides a method wherein a proportion of the entry fee
attributable to the auxiliary entry is refundable to the player after the winning
outcome has been determined irrespective of the winning outcome, such that this
refundable proportion of the entry fee at least partially offsets the extent to which the
entry fee is placed at risk.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the proportion of the entry fee
attributable to the auxiliary entry that is refundable is predetermined.

One embodiment provides a method wherein a primary entry is allocated to a
given player in exchange for a proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk and
an auxiliary entry is allocated to the player in exchange for a complementary

proportion of the entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund



an auxiliary entry is allocated to the player in exchange for a

conpl enentary proportion of the entry fee that is refundable on the basis
of predeterm ned refund -7- O criteria, wherein in the case that the

sel ected event outcome of the primary entry is not identified as a w nning
outconme, the auxiliary entry is identifigd as a wwnning entry. One

enbodi nent provides a nethod wherein:” ‘in the case that the auxiliary entry

is identified as a winning entry, the player is awarded an auxiliary
prize; in ariteriaabercimintthe basedhntithe setegtedravent duscomag of the ptimpiyeahtryds a wi nni ng

entry, the ayer.is awarded a refund of the coml tary .pr.oportion of
the entry qoé&en%&%asewm%qﬂtc%p%ﬁ%@g%éa%{xtﬁ%&qaﬂﬁ%?rz«.ls ?&’é&gﬂ iliary
prize at lgast notionally includes the conplenentary proportion of the

entry fee. One enbodi nent provides a nethod wherein the auxiliary prize at
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auxi | i ary payez & fapled daduxiliary priggd by a net investment return derived by
subjecting the total entry fees of all players to an investnent procedure.
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ize i.s ~allocated at the ti em ng the primary
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One embodiment provides a method wherein the auxiliary prize is distributed
from an auxiliary prize pool that is funded by a net investment return derived by
subjecting the total entry fees of all players to an investment procedure.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the payout ratio is fixed at the
time at which each entry is received.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize is
allocated at the time of receiving the associated entry data.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize is
allocated at the time of redeeming the primary prize.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the supplementary prize is
allocated at a predetermined time.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the predetermined time is after
a time at which one or more winning primary entries are identified.
Another aspect of the invention provides a system for providing a gaming
activity, the system including a processor configured for performing a method

according to any embodiment described above.



according to any enbodi nent described above. - 8 - A conputer-readabl e
carrier nmediumcarrying a set of instructions that when executed by one or
nore processors cause the one or nore processors to carry out a nethod
according to any enbodi nent descri bed above. Reference throughout this
specification to "one enbodi nent"”, "sqnme enbodi nents” or "an enbodi nent"
means that a particular feature, stradture or characteristic described in
connection with the enmbodinment is included in at | east one enbodi nent of
the present i nveaimputer-fEadeble eqrpemmediomscanfyingresepbf mstesctionnthahwhen

enbodi nment”, so enbodi nents” or "in an enbodi nent” in various places
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followng clains reflect, inventive asE,ects liein less than all features
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Description clarm stan gon its owm as a s at e enbodi nent
of this i oueofordimaryskill fve themrtefromithik dissloswrecintond iomertrs embedimiehsd her ei n
r features . inclu
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purpose of streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the understanding of one or
more of the various inventive aspects. This method of disclosure, however, is not to
be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed invention requires more
features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following claims
reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than all features of a single foregoing disclosed
embodiment. Thus, the claims following the Detailed Description are hereby
expressly incorporated into this Detailed Description, with each claim standing on
its own as a separate embodiment of this invention.

Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but
not other features included in other embodiments, combinations of features of
different embodiments are meant to be within the scope of the invention, and form
different embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For example, in
the following claims, any of the claimed embodiments can be used in any
combination.

Furthermore, some of the embodiments are described herein as a method or

combination of elements of a method that can be implemented by a processor of a



Furthernore, sone of the enbodi nents are described herein as a nmethod or
conbi nation of elenents of a nethod that can be inplenented by a processor
of a -9- conputer systemor by other neans of carrying out the function.
Thus, a processor wth the necessary instructions for carrying out such a
met hod or elenment of a method forms a nepans for carrying out the nmethod or
el emrent of a nmethod. Furthernore, an”élenent described herein of an
apparatus enbodinent is an exanple of a neans for carrying out the

functi on mempatensybtdny ot by otheemems df@arrying oupthefosatioof Thas,raypiroggssut t he
invention. .In the description ;%rovi ded herei.n, n rous specific details
are set foVHhhe NEeRRRATYE MSUPEqns 1o ALy ES S?Mmgﬁ)ﬂng(?m%megt 2 the invention
may be pr aedh&Pbrméh h{MAHS for RESFing REEIHE nfethlRt &H didmert Bf Rtii@Mod. NSt ances,

wel | - known net hods, structures” and techni ques have not been shown in

det ai | i n Fortiemmaretantebenadig desceibadh hengindefrantapnatiaivg eofbodiment ed®icri ption. As

A Trstr - eRumbiista n iyt G n Gl PeliSin Rl B Sl 5 7V

i ndi cat e thadose Bf & Shéutithsinaaasm. of |ike objects are being referred to,
and are not intended to inply that the objects so described nust be in a

gi ven sequence,In gletdeserintiompseiflied hereigprumerpps spepidicidstails atp sebforthn  any ot her

manner. | . ai LDt her ej - qne of the

Tarme’ o et 6 e Sh R ral nbdnlER SRl POl Ll e iRBticRAS O (0B

t hat neansvithoatthest spacifit derailst It dtRercihstamoes, Sk dlRkiawemettods, strattumes, but not

excluding others. Thus, the term"conpri sirag", when used in the clains,
R

shoul d notn$iechmgaesiiave agt beenshowy in detayl Prigrngt §0 OPSCURRAnS or el enents or
steps lis 0 d . npl e, the scope of the expression a device
conpri si néﬁgergﬁg&ggéﬁg% %Aggﬁol%tﬁgg limted to devices consisting only of

el enents A and AB.uséhlereime uniess dtbermnaserspedifind thedise gf the'orhingladjdctivésudes"” or

“that includes" as used herein is also an open.termthat als ans

i ncl udi ng BSPL gsgpn héggaemteﬂf%{bﬁﬁe@mfg‘to%%‘i4‘896_6[]-‘4118‘1&%‘}331.‘3 but not
excl udi ng 4if@drB&iSstantBYSf like JHtiédﬂQér@g;éidg%eﬁﬁ@@w RY SreMdt htankd e anslyt he sane
as "conprising". Simlarly, tThe term "coupled”, when used herein, should

not be i ntlet frecobgettas ddseribag mustibe an & given seqiienes; eitbasrieraperabns onl y. The

terns "coupled" and.“.connected,.
spatially, in ranking, or in any other manner.

In the claims below and the description herein, any one of the terms
“comprising”, “comprised of”, or “which comprises” is an open term that means
including at least the elements/features that follow, but not excluding others. Thus,
the term “comprising”, when used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being
limitative to the means or elements or steps listed thereafter. For example, the scope
of the expression a device comprising A and B should not be limited to devices
consisting only of elements A and B. Any one of the terms “including”, “which
includes” or “that includes” as used herein is also an open term that also means
including at least the elements/features that follow the term, but not excluding
others. Thus, “including” is synonymous with and means the same as “comprising”.

Similarly, the term “coupled”, when used herein, should not be interpreted as
being limitative to direct connections only. The terms "coupled" and "connected,"
along with their derivatives, may be used. The scope of the expression a “device A
coupled to a device B” should not be limited to devices or systems wherein an

output of device A is directly connected to an input of device B. It means that there



along with their derivatives, my be used. The scope of the expression a
"device A coupled to a device B" should not be limted to devices or
systens wherein an output of device Ais directly connected to an input of
device B. It nmeans that there -10- 0 exists a path between an output of A
and an input of B which maybe a path _ingluding other devices or neans.
"Coupl ed" nmay nean that two or nore el®nents are either in direct physi cal
or electrical contact, or that two or nore elenents are not in direct

cont act Wwiekisteempdth between b butpet ofSA iahdl ac mpopef Bivdidrmanbea gath wi t h each

other. The term "complenmentary” is . primgrily used herein with reference to
relative ! @P‘i‘@ﬁf’&@é SR i'u%‘ﬁ’yi@@?@?ﬁé‘_tggnﬁﬂﬁém%e S{f]’.mﬁpgporti ons,
primarily JhgmepiPHpsct Prﬁbi&i oPle@ALACOh@EL, bt iwo Gt AGre@lcdtentd &K, and the
"conpl ementary"” proportion that is refundable (or vice versa). In this

cont ext, inbt & gjrecbeonacy pithteacinother Mgtyyet $tdhco-epreate onpiteraetrwitl gachr oporti on
woul d be 100% - X% It should also be noted that as used herein, unless
the contex®™@i early dictates otherwise, any reference to "a proportion" is

i ntended to encuRRass"dohpléhéiiay M sihaay asédidreinvafOfctdraiteits rdafiver  100%
as well as any internedi ate percentage. Any references herein to

"i nvest memperqeatagesof typ mytnalbsexelisive) qeamerents peproportigas, PRy theed as
references_to “nef.invest " ; o it " unl ess
speci fi calﬂré}:’o&lg éf o‘?@rﬁg\n@@? fsﬁ%&%@ggf}ﬁggl g Te n@%ﬁ%&ﬁl %}?gg@ ure

resul ts i RhattiefigRiabledbi vide 0drs#). @i dbs comensif agiNenrpedportion BrXPoythehous
deductions (such as taxes, [levies  duties ocormhssi 0{;5 i nvest nent
charges, HBhoxupplemgatarygrepation workt pral00% n &% o | shonld alse beaeted thatds ¢ hi s

gross i nvqﬁ%(mt?ﬁginr S8 e ddiferdt %feg}l% @?&atgﬁ&tﬁﬁrit\ﬂgé) bny RIfERce todlgf i Nes a

remai nder o e gross I nvestnent teturn, S net” 1 nvestnent return being
added to tprepoptior’'ds poelded so emompass the kitadtionhwhstephdtemeprraoryisiticone. The

ternms "i nv§8%oe "|@vestin9", "investnent" and the |ike as used herein are
i nt ended tl as el py ey Wiesmedigte RRTeIfRgs: ation covering the utilisation or
di sposi tion  ofafyuRfSerRks Hﬁkﬁﬁ@ kenRgERhBretiin 2o 9RSsBherk Sipee” BXIP! es

include but are not limted to, investnment in any financial or real asset
or pr oper tbe interpaetyd ayreferenvce tchéret Bwestient wan’dbandires nvegmentineeme’al ue

denom et s ARGy 53 BRSO Ry SRR SRrcr bR 115t
the derivation of a gross investment return, and various deductions (such as taxes,
levies, duties, commissions, investment charges, broker fees, operator charges, and
so on) are taken from this gross investment return. The term “net investment return”
defines a remainder of the gross investment return, this net investment return being
added to the prize pool as some or all of the supplementary income.

The terms “invest”, “investing”, “investment” and the like as used herein are
intended to be afforded a broad interpretation covering the utilisation or disposition
of funds or valuable assets in a general sense. Examples include but are not limited
to, investment in any financial or reai asset or property of any type, whether
securitised or otherwise, with value denominated in any currency or combination of
currencies, whether listed on a public trading exchange or unlisted on any such
exchange, including the following, as well as warrants, options, derivatives, deferred
purchase contracts, instalment receipts and the like over any of the following:

. Deposits with third parties whether interest-bearing or otherwise and whether

held with a financial institution or some other party.



exchange, including the follow ng, as well as warrants, options,
derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalnent receipts and the |ike
over any of the following: Deposits with third parties whet her

i nterest-bearing or otherwi se and whether held with a financi al
institution or sone other party. - 11 - _ Mrtgages, debt instrunments or
securities of any type. Any form of - Mher'i can Depository Recei pts or
simlar instrunents or asset classes as may be available fromtine to tine
in any j ure sdi Mdrigages, &b tasameytsosesiritios bf mydfpexchange, convertible
notes, | oan notes or any other_ formof debt or debt instrunent.

Converti bl% or A8y fgm ricandpepasierydiecspiy SIMlgd BRI Yrastdr ence

shares, st OCksclafsgygsg%gfb95va§§ﬁfeﬁ§oxﬁftimeatg¥i iﬁ%ﬁg\éjﬁ}%&r C'E)n.f ully or partly

paid up. Warran ons, derivatives, deferr ase contracts,

i nstal mente r ePgInfitsoransted, bélld oflerk changptdoanétiblatotaanloan avtes biadyasther
instrunments convertible into stocks, shares or equities of any sort.
Warrants, opti BwE ofglebt qrgeptigstrumenter r ed purchase contracts, instal nent

receipts qr th@oﬁ%@?}%?ﬁh@?ﬁ’oﬂd@dex relating to any matter including but
not limted to StoCKS, sthares or equities of any sort or futures or any

financi al e i NsPrefdfeirte sRires,irddRGiadle A6Rfince sKaiés; S10CKS, Guitied @Tshades bAt € swap
agreenents, forward interest rate agreenents and the |ike. Real property
or property of anirglassthethek fifly orartliP#d Upnt el | ect ual property. Any

val e i n ol ot MRS aonb R SRR QR R RE kR BRRMEER 2 end the.

like in rel ati@Reip® aadyhd likedg, itemor matter. Currencies. Precious

nmetals. W rks of art and any ot her val uabl es such as stanps, coins or
jewels; artd  Pations: werratts phsishilar insEuments covvaridhle ifo gtocke skares ofe pot ent i al
for return on equities of any sort.

. Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment
receipts or the like over any index relating to any matter including but not
limited to stocks, shares or equities of any sort or futures or any financial
instrument or financial asset.

o Currency or interest rate swap agreements, forward interest rate agreements
and the like. _

. Real property or property of any other kind including intellectual property.

. Any contract, arrangement or instrument of any type which confers a benefit

of value in relation to an item or items of value.

. Futures contracts and the like in relation to any thing, item or matter.

o Currencies.

. Precious metals.

. Works of art and any other valuables such as stamps, coins or jewels; and
. Any other form of investment offering at least the potential for return on

capital over a period of time, whether or not the capital is guaranteed, and
whether or not a return on capital is guaranteed.
o Offshore investment.

. Trade in bullion or the like.



capital over a period of time, whether or not the capital is guaranteed,
and whether or not a return on capital is guaranteed. O fshore
investment. Trade in bullion or the |ike. -12-" Al ternatives formnms of

t he disposition of valuable assets, for exanple buy-back contracts and
other instrunments used in certain jurjsdictions in light of Sharia Law, or
in accord with other religious |aws,” o~ other custons or beliefs.
Additionally, the terns "invest"”, "investing", "investnent"” and the |iKke,
as used her ei nAltehatived fbencafithé dispesitien ofvallualengsetifor exaimplé bay-eatkt o, t he
use of one or nore noney nanagenent techniques.to jncrease avai l abl e
anount of f und€On&gs aPﬁQé"?f s gUmRRLS Pmtcéﬁﬁlnﬂ%dé‘é@é‘ﬂ“h\‘/%tloggh@“aanount of

funds. It shout gyadSg aBend ARMSAAG kiS4 28 ol ESEHEBE bRr n* need not

be cash- based or even financi ature, provi merely that it has

some intrinsic Additigetlgahe eatms &invest? rf‘investitg o Sidvestmertl andfhetlike, ggani ng
activity. Further, .it should be appreciated that.f he purposes of the
present lf‘ﬁrf”BnS,hO&h@bq W@@%t‘g‘ﬂp‘&%’d@? go{igplt%(f{?e erﬂ?? ﬂf) Ygy for
generat i Ngnorg 'rﬁb%?%ﬂhgérﬂ{exﬁ%hﬁi'qﬁé&b%eés@%n%ai%lé}ﬁﬂ&lﬁt oPfunldk ayers) may be
entirely invisible fromthe players' perspectives, being nanaged as a

"back of f iineestingteaesutantiycroased availpblesdnhoust of fimdgani ng operator. |ndeed, in
many enbodi nen

orayers. i rom t AenabRiAte By 4ndbeiied Gl G iRBRRSE nESo R b TR o

nmanagenentbasddrarle@en fifanciliin Ratiitegpriovidlel eientls ehal e ia8 @bmb idfihdibeér experience
and enjoynent of the primary gamng activity itself. This is an inportant

di stinct i darogived velus pothe brepdseoniexs ef theigaming adtiyitihi ch a tr anspar ent

under st andi ng (%furthélh?is\}}?@grble%%&%ﬁa@d?ﬁeﬁmegﬁxgﬁl !ocﬁhé e?égr mary, and any

associ ated gam ng at secon i cance. i ef Description
of the Drawvenfsn,Rhgiwresibne pheaiure (drotindr nidikodohopgnfor generdting now be

oot Scn SRR S0 1y LT T 5T 0 15, ncrgpansi v
activity FePidipiet® peRfectHB ¥eingaiinaged as a "back office” operation by or on
behalf of the gaming operator. Indeed, in many embodiments, this is the preferred
approach, so as to shield the players from the detail of potentially complex
investment and risk management strategies, which might otherwise detract from the
experience and enjoyment of the primary gaming activity itself. This is an important
distinction with respect to some activities, in which a transparent understanding of
the underlying investment mechanics is primary, and any associated gaming activity

is of secondary significance.

Brief Description of the Drawings
Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of
example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:
FIG. 1 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 2 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 3 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one

embodiment.



FIG 2 illustrates a nethod for providing a gamng activity according to

one enbodiment. FIG 3 illustrates a nethod for providing a gam ng
activity according to one enbodinent. - 13 - FIG 4 illustrates a nethod
for providing a gam ng activity according to one enbodinent. FIG 5

illustrates a nethod for providing a gﬁm ng activity according to one

enbodinent. FIG 6 illustrates a nmeth

for providing a gam ng activity

according to one enbodiment. FIG 7 illustrates a nethod for providing a
gani ng acti vi t Fl@c¢ dhdirags & methve foeplovdiimpeagamiag@etiBly adcbuisng tatoms syst em

for

illustrates a

provi ding a agi ne%sacti vity according to one enbodinent. FIG 8B
§9’g’9 providing a gam ng activity according to one

embodi ment . Fl @iG95 {ilustisles ARt mgoeﬁlﬁg)ﬁ RARYiadHiViGy ORI et | Vi ty

according to one enbodi nent.

il rates a method for providing a

gam ng acti vit embodipreat.ng t o one enbodinent. FIG 11 Aillustrates system

for

Tl ubtrates o S BHIPaRes rthogr BCGut A SufPR o BREERR B 608 one

enbodi ment. Fl @Gunbddithent| Ustrates system for providing a gam ng activity
according to one enbodinent. FIG 12B illustrates a systemfor providing a

gani ng act i vi t Fl@ctdhugiratgs & methoddorpiouifingn gammesiivisgaqoesking (otansn
Descri bed here'emb%dl?ne\ﬁ"f‘.r' ous systens and net hods for providing gam ng

FIG. 8A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 8B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 10 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 11A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 11B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 12A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 12B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to

one embodiment.

Detailed Description

Described herein are various systems and methods for providing gaming
activities. These particularly relate to “fixed-odds” type gaming activities whereby a
player places a bet in relation to an event outcome on the basis of a payout ratio and,
in the case that the event outcome is identified as a winning outcome, the player is

awarded a prize based on the entry fee and the payout ratio. In overview, the present



activities. These particularly relate to "fixed-odds" type gam ng

activities whereby a player places a bet in relation to an event outcone

on the basis of a payout ratio and, in the case that the event outcone is

identified as a wi nning outcone, the player is awarded a prize based on

the entry fee and the payout ratio. In overview, the present -14-

enbodi nents focus on situations wherdi4r fhe pl ayer is additionally

selectively allocated a supplenentary prize that is at |east to sone

ext ent i nggbedimicatt focdtor Miati@ei wieréin thd pieydrieadditiorially ptlacteetly The nat ure of

this supplenentary prize varies_ between enbodi nent.s, For. %aﬁ*ﬁl e, in sone
Arf

embodi nmenedogated asyppleaentirnpizeihatis at lsaghjo sire gHent jpdstermin g players

for € adva%ﬁgﬁpﬁﬁ? Q?e%’t%gis IQLIeP.OEI‘hE Rafufd G thRRupflembitaly priRSERE | ve bets, and

in sone enrpodi nen uppl'enentary prize assists’one or nore players to
pot ent i al bytweeh iegbbédintdnesi For esamsle; in sbine eubodimenis the Fefplementygerize e
sel ected event outcones are.not, Wi nni nqg%éutcomes t.her, _exanpl es

1 t ] Thlgset.oand egtlont
are consPEYdSE o9 PHROTFIVIENINE RIAYEE MOLE LA ageqUS REYAB HMLELR DTG Po one

enbodi MenfyeiSegRcAOdbett, AR #gsmlahbatiiments Y supPRRAtFPEzEMERIs 08t CONES,
respective payout ratios. An "event outcone" describes a state of affairs

that may or mues/playdrs everientilly mifigate thetalepies in the cesedhatdheipsespestive sporti ng

t wh i t T A i T B,
Py pot hot | SFEy I OHE AR R0k PR T arsar oty MR abERTbe 720 P, P2°

Vi ct ori ougo&dred®@dWB I n the sporting event. If that state of affairs is
physically realized (i.e. TeamA is actually victorious over TeamB in the
sporting event FIGt hillusestens msthodd9e aceoriiag e pre eabedimentyi HeR K event

out core. Lo llgl%gl%g%%le,xftgre fe érr}ﬁ%\%l%ggﬁ o%msﬁpsﬂegﬁxﬁﬁgoh{ RBoSVERt 1 nvol ving

Team A afftf | ctibed as an "even al ity of event

out comes kgyenp oty debefibdserktito bf affgirsthat reyeat may notsyemtuetebddr nent s, event
outcones are defined only for a single e

A ’\E/ﬁ%gé. HOV\BﬁeI’, f or nost
| ar ge- scalesarpple; Mghaeqntestof agporting Ayens Whetsraslirst tepr, dieam g GOMBFICS bl urality
of events .t ,gme 0 i SRR SIS th&fiadedgt eri sti cs.
The foll ov"&hﬁ‘géﬁe{&s , ﬁi%ﬁ@?’?%%%ﬁ%%ﬁni ndi cati ve or?l and is by no
means exclaffairy @hererkedinde s vctosingeowd Tewar &1 the Sputing ayent.i Mithatetate such as
t eam sport

o% hffzizti?sd iis \;/> 9stgalllysrga(1)l£ztea ’(i.er:“}tegrrn /{ ?sczicagally rQf?crtgr‘laousro‘%(é} T&m %qg SO on.
the sporting event), that event outcome is identified as a winning event outcome.

In the context of the above example, the sporting event involving Team A
and Team B is described as an “event”. A plurality of event outcomes is commonly
defined for a given event. In some embodiments, event outcomes are defined only
for a single event. However, for most large-scale gaming activities, event outcomes
are defined for a plurality of events that might not (or equally might) share similar
characteristics. The following list, which is indented to be indicative only and is by
no means exclusive, provides a range of events:

. Sporting fixtures, such as team sports, individual sports, motor racing, horse
racing, and so on.

. Sporting competitions comprising a plurality of individual sporting fixtures.

o Non-sporting events, such as elections, celebrity births/deaths/marriages,
weather conditions, and so on.

. Prices of shares, other securities, and/or commodities, financial market

indices, real world indices, financial contracts, and the like.



Sporting conpetitions conprising a plurality of individual sporting
fixtures. Non-sporting events, such as elections, celebrity

bi rt hs/ deat hs/ marri ages, weather conditions, and so on. Prices of shares,
ot her securities, and/or commodities, financial market indices, real world
i ndices, financial contracts, and the like. - 15 - Generally speaking, the
present disclosure is particularly cohterned with physi cal |y mani f est ed
events, as opposed to virtual events that take place solely in the context
of ?_ clolrrput erd%tefam spwghlgafhe@re@npdimosmgstparﬁaumw donpéreetwits a random
partially random or pseudo-al gorithmto determ ne event .outcpmes for

vi rt ual e@@ﬁwgﬂbﬂﬁm§§ﬁ@d€§§§§fﬁHP@W@ﬁﬁ’Kﬁ?ﬁbﬁ@mPéhﬁﬁ Iﬁ%wéoggapality of

di fferent ﬁe%/ &ﬁﬁé{t of 2 Eomgd(t@{@s&':m, @Fcl?é’mon%{{t&%?ﬁeﬁitﬁﬁtimgféﬁ%lsthe a state of

affairs tﬁa I'nges on particular result of "two or nore events. It wll
be appr eciraddeth, tphatally herdem e meuduilgonthit @l determine avienteriteamrgdonf possi bl e
events and. event outcones for those events. A payout ratio is defined for
each event! Vs A ¢ payout ratio" is indicative of the return on an

entry fee avwar dgdohe casePh@¥dnt bitchie rélaeetd dlurditgodigftent SuneoFor sel ect ed
by that player is identified as a wi nning outcone. Using the above exanple

of Team AeamiplEeameBnt atcememighyalgsaribeastdtoobaffarsthatdinges ppéd for an event
out cone wher.eb

in relati gﬁﬂ{cgi'ag%?fpgﬁgk?s o{‘;xialﬁfgege[yigﬁ Z It \’zémpée%ﬁ]ec Q1 RLAKEL§S, an entry fee

elrves, € case that Team A is

i ndeed  VisGbg4ritRH§ unBmited ZRigh Bepodsihl@efenwahdletternoutdoples fafthésee entry fee
provided, plus a refund of the entry fee provided. For exanple, if a
pl ayer pl yesfs.a $1 bet on an event outcone having a fractionally

P leaTot i PP fiB ihetfich fof O%nBYAK BuucbBEC A GRyByt AR OF $5, plus a

refunq of hi s/ he . A ofal return n sone cases, the
fraﬁt Id Onf'i|in(|li%1fve$)€ﬂiea*ehmmohaneetﬁj' freetvabdedao detdyenin the paseshatitlat ¢vent | n one
suc ecimal representatjon, "5;1" translates to "$6", indicating that a
pl ayer r @é‘&welﬁq‘i@tbé(Ith*}té’h}’Pﬁlsdfle%’éieg6? a g4pHng puigame. g@@‘&t %?bqq'ﬁcl udes

Lol e Lo LA TR et it e g [ oc and an
event outcome whereby Team A is victorious. A player who provides an entry fee
in relation to that event outcome receives, in the case that Team A is indeed
victorious, a prize that is a fivefold multiple of the entry fee provided, plus a refund
of the entry fee provided. For example, if a player places a §1 bet on an event
outcome having a fractionally represented payout ratio of 5:1, the player receives a
prize of $5, plus a refund of his/her $1 bet, making the total return $6. In some
cases, the fractional representation is replaced by a decimal representation. In one
such decimal representation, “5:1” translates to “$6”, indicating that a player
receives a total return of $6 for each $1 bet.

Step 102 includes receiving, for each player, entry data indicative of an entry
fee and an event outcome. Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, it should
be inferred for all examples considered herein that a payout ratio for a given player
is defined at or before the time at which the entry data is received for that player.

In the present context, the term “entry fee” describes a sum of consideration
that constitutes a wholly or partially refundable payment. No specific implications

or connotations should be drawn from the use of the word “fee”, which is

descriptive only. In some embodiments the entry fee is provided in whole or in part



be inferred for all exanples considered herein that a payout ratio for a
given player is defined at or before the tine at which the entry data is
received for that player. In the present context, the term"entry fee"
descri bes a sum of consideration that constitutes a wholly or partially
refundabl e payment. No specific inplications or connotations should be
drawn fromthe use of the word "fee" 16which is descri ptive only. In sone
enbodi ments the entry fee is provided in whole or in part -16- as nonetary
currency. akmodkfagy cerdnogli resther enfitwdénénty theeatry Seanionotioradlllyydedeed ved - such
as where a consumer purchases ﬁr edef i nﬁd oogs and/ or .servi%es gnr elated to
an entry, SgitRsIKheEs f ConsugIeT PUrcheses Brede Qeﬂg%)(o P Apdiarsendces ygldted &y of t he
purchase yajy ’anﬁran‘@ﬂﬁg?eetigﬂo@&&ﬂ ldeRBie@iaR 8 i@RtioR ofBlckRikdhage acti vities
(by viewing advertisenents or responding to a survey, for instance), and
an entry fvekej & whot therpdayley paktitipated iromatketing activitiesf(by vissrieg i t t he gani ng
operator or. a.third part receives by. virtue.of the player's participation
in those RAYRHIGIHEL trﬁﬁ/of’fl‘é‘g%o Fidvey-Jor msianea), a0 Ay ‘WSW ggecleqfrtai n product, a
consumer g GeaRRIEGhEd HRMR YALR W 8 8endH tRNddnYing b&atorbela ttfirdynktyespondi ngl y
al l ocated one of nore entries. In the presently considered enbodi nments,

t he entry réasives by wirbid of the phayetiscpattieipatien ip thase surlstinggstivifies. pehat sn in a
gaming activity. .In sone enbpdi nents, the;" s e’ i ly a
portion o}byﬂ%&’@ﬂﬂg SFeﬂ%BRE(?c@lg#’ AP (l)s\/clle(‘fg[%hl%hé@epqrgglg%a ?‘ﬁénet change for
one or nNDFg:, Gl {si PfresfoRtlingBX@AMRhRd ohé oS @R @itidexd et gresenflyayer provi des an
entry anmount, including an entry fee and an additional conponent, this

addi t i onalcoesdethembodiaienty, the gntsi ke is whelly proyidedi fBUMSAIEPO8 05N oper at or
service charge. ..ln. j.oents, although an entry fee is fully
r ef undabl é),%rtlgfpaltlglr{'g?]?ggpﬁ%ggﬁ{ﬂ% fee conponent of an entry amount that is

ful Iy refundabligsomé tiabbdiementidibci emay feed dpbmesmnlybeportionofithestmndabl e. |t
shoul d al so be appreciated that the "entry fee" need not be nonetary in
nature at cangideratinn preyided by 8 Mlaver 1 X ChanEetPLRanr dYE FABIES t Y% havi ng a real ,

virtual, B @ %&%'d' Al {1EERE &Ry Bnoun®fiHA8&ng an ' ef undabl e
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refunds. In sone.instances, for exanple, a.nom nal .
cases, attributa Ee to an operator serv1cr£pc atge. In some embodiments, although an

entry fee is fully refundable, it is only the entry fee component of an entry amount
that is fully refundable, with the additional component being non-refundable. It
should also be appreciated that the “entry fee” need not be monetary in nature at all,
but could constitute any tradable commodity having a real, virtual, deemed or
perceived value.

References to "refunds", "refundable" entry fees, and the like should be
understood, unless the context dictates otherwise, to encompass full and partial
refunds, as well as gross and net refunds. In some instances, for example, a nominal
refund may be subject to taxes, duties, levies or other charges, such that the net
refund actually received by a player is less than the nominal or gross refund,
irrespective of whether that refund is notionally full or partial. Such variations
should not be considered to depart from the substance or scope of the present
invention.

Step 103 includes adding, for each player, at least a portion of the received

entry data to a repository of collective entry data. For example, a respective record



refund may be subject to taxes, duties, |levies or other charges, such that
the net refund actually received by a player is I ess than the nom nal or
gross refund, irrespective of whether that refund is notionally full or
partial. Such variations should not be considered to depart fromthe
substance or scope of the present invention. Step 103 includes adding, for
each player, at |east a portion of thE 1 ecei ved entry data to a repository
of collective entry data. For exanple, a respective record - 17- o in a
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sel ected that” player, one or nore primary entries in relation to a

primary gam ng St 104 inglud@illocgtingtarepciyplayergon thethasis of theenyryfeced- odds type
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pri mary plrif@irPasieids Mrelalitn eh pﬁmfa@e%a?qlﬁﬂgta&eyi?aymﬁlé fidbiyzagiithg ned for the
sel ected évent” outcone. In the exanples considered %er ein, it is assuned
tlhat a si mgﬂlﬂt})elmarf;ﬁeﬂwdﬂh@pemamma}ctlgém“ﬁigre&m invthe gase dhas fend gi¥en t o a gi ven
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activiti egwatideMRImark triizé bised 0gMheadnt featind thegageut raths éfined|fod thee entri es
are allocated, typically due to a marketing or adm nistration decision. In
t he cont exelegied eyent ppise@st di scl osure, it is assuned that a ganing activity

is an activity r [ Loyl [ thYhef €€S. 1IN
exchange for tI e eegﬁa%i#ggégd{}hgxgﬁglyfe}rlés)xggglgleéggdggg{tﬂg%nw al i(hoe{:at ed one or
mor e ent r ipgisnaryf Bemingractivitypisgyrevidedts aigieeh pleyeriin exéiaegsiorananipy feei der of an
entry fee. The term should be construed hr.oadl ude bot h hunan

players, AeRTIYRdiRACHIONQASIVRINTSHT QRigme Thig éitél‘(%ﬁé"r‘]’ﬁ%ma%d by a group of
AR AL 0 VDL RO, Rt 8 i o
cases multiple entries are allocated, typically due to a marketing or administration
decision.
In the context of the present disclosure, it is assumed that a gaming activity
is an activity where multiple players provide respective entry fees. In exchange for
the entry fees, the players are respectively allocated one or more entries. The term
“player” as used herein refers to a provider of an entry fee. The term should be
construed broadly to include both human players, non-human players, constructs or
syndicates defined by a group of two or more human and/or non human players
(such as a collaboration between human players), and other legal entities (such as
corporations or trusts). In some cases, the player is identified in a computing system
by a unique identifier, which might include a purpose-defined identifier, identifier
based on personal information, email address, cellular telephone number, or the like.
In the context of the present disclosure, there is discussion of players being
“allocated” entries and disclosure of players being “provided” entries. The terms
“allocated” and “provided” are regarded as synonymous in this regard.

Furthermore, neither of these terms should imply a requirement that a player



corporations or trusts). In sone cases, the player is identified in a
conputing system by a unique identifier, which mght include a

pur pose-defined identifier, identifier based on personal information,
emai | address, cellular telephone nunber, or the like. In the context of
the present disclosure, there is discussion of players being "allocated"
entries and discl osure of players beiHb‘”provided" entries. The terns

"al | ocat ed” and "provi ded" are regarded as synonynous in this regard.
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player 18 0 actually physically recejves any entries (although, equally,
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pl ayer. Althou r LAqr i REPR Meietry fees,
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mul ti pl e eppreyiafedebatdmsomelinstapbes axiugle pbiyst prévidps moBiplaen eseft | ocating to
at | east g&gﬁglayer.a suppl enmentary prize. One or nore characteristics of
t he suppl 1§/0G¢35}905c are determined by reference to one or nore

characteri st i c%gf 10t intbiGaS allocRR o aRIcAkt dndBlise 4 Splerervity pyizélal a, based
on that data at point in tinme follow ng the allocation of one or nore
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exanpl e, ?%8“‘?/% Iﬂgre(#%gwtegﬁtbcﬁl Oéﬁéﬁe?%{[raspoﬁﬁ?nz%ﬁﬁgggget%[elrg?nen&i(?%l%fsﬂeage déln t he
total val ug tRit dafatdt ¥ pbBe s fime EbIVRMAng tHedl oRhttotes ffond W hivge pripaadaiiesed ti me
period, which is readily cal cul ated based on_ information in the repository

of entry dethat plarers dhpuherafiexamples in weatigndo thepplsvsntation ofr i ze i s

al l ocated to.,a single. ver . i | 4. pl enent ary
prizes of SB%pr%%rgwn%% p\%wlazre 5%’1%5%%%%%%? glgtal U?gggggﬁg{éf(%ggrté’e b%ﬁgﬁggor nor e

pl ayers. IsGppslementeryinite ieddterntinad bgbd onthe totmiwalne sfigptyeiventeaeiyedri ze is

allocated to a plurality of players based on a sharin rqtocpl. The term
" suppl eneftoa plagers during 3 pﬁﬁiﬁg € BOTAS YN RS SEAILY SATCP A aa?ft/)"n subj ect
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a gam ng act i vilh yome Fnbodialents aximgle sepyplernéntary puipp iscattonatad Yo pringle is in sone
cases rranipflag]seltr'e s%?nee}embodiments multiple supplementary prizes of common or varying
value/nature are allocated to one or more players. In some embodiments a single or
common supplementary prize is allocated to a plurality of players based on a sharing
protocol.
The term “supplementary prize” is intended to describe substantially any
subject matter having a real, deemed, perceived, virtual or notional value that is able
to be physically or virtually allocated to a player in the context of a gaming activity.
The value component of a supplementary prize is in some cases manifested as a
direct player distribution, such as a prize, or in other cases an indirect player
distribution, such as an entry in a gaming activity. In some embodiments the
supplementary prize has components other than a value component, such as a timing
component and an eligibility component, as discussed further below. Two forms of
supplementary prize are particularly considered herein:
. Standard supplementary prizes. In this case, whether or not a supplementary
prize is to be awarded to a given player is based on the entry data received for

that player.



direct player distribution, such as a prize, or in other cases an indirect
pl ayer distribution, such as an entry in a gamng activity. In sone

enbodi ments the supplenentary prize has conponents other than a val ue
conponent, such as a timng conmponent and an eligibility conmponent, as

di scussed further below. Two forns of_ _supplenentary prize are particularly
consi dered herein: Standard suppl en’elrﬂ'ary prizes. In this case, whether or
not a supplenentary prize is to be awarded to a given player is based on

t he entry edat aChaceibdsd supplemichiaty piizey.ein thidése, wiehienoendtased suppl enent ary
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shoul d be construed, pbroadly s s.to, enconpass _any form of nbl.i ng,
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type gamespe fefind %ﬁﬁgtﬁfat“g%ﬁ Fgwcﬁewt Stiful @Pe EBMskedd bidadlyise us &y exanpl es
include "Lotto", "Qz Lotto™, "Powerball", "Art Union Lotteries", and the
li ke. In teheompass axy foom aftgembiingregakdng, op avagedng, arcledingputawt limifed tele " Hot

Lotto", "Mega | li.ons", "Powerball", "Paycheck",,and "Tri- te".

Tradi tiondl  dr ARMPBETAGIQLCTY IR gaes; &E&W&?xﬁ?f&he Srttenm b or s
Raffles, or ot ha#icARIERanibIEs RcRdPHBYES”, Oz Doty ! dPdweitall”,0ngt Uhiofior e uni que
tickets carrying respective ticket identifiers, and one or nbre W nners are

i denti fied basédttores’handshe bike.i brthe tonsewt of therd B enagkeinpaiticularcgzamples
identifiers. "Kenp".,"Bi nge".and.' beip " olg »" Chipese Raffle"
style games \Aﬁ%cﬁlé&plkgi}g‘lp gs’e egcac%\dllrigé:jrgsntiqoéve}%gﬁ Iga\xﬁﬁér%gﬁbag?sq%th nunber s
drawn from an ispdependent objective source. Sports betting activities and
football pools, whether pari-nmutuel or "fixed- odds" based. Events-based

betting aeti vi fliraditiona) draw logtedess instant todieeias angl ‘seratahi” defferigdnt est s,
o Raffles, or other games where a player is provided with one or more unique
tickets carrying respective ticket identifiers, and one or more winners are
identified based on the selection of one or more winning ticket identifiers.
. “Keno”, “Bingo” and “Housie”, “Tombola” and “Chinese Raffle” style
games where players seek to reconcile their own numbers with numbers

drawn from an independent objective source.

. Sports betting activities and football pools, whether pari-mutuel or “fixed-
odds” based.
. Events-based betting activities involving such outcomes as political contests,

Royal or noteworthy births, weather outcomes and natural phenomena.

. Totalisators.

. Sweepstakes for any events such as horse, dog or any other form of racing,
sporting contests, political contests and the like.

. PC-based and other electronic gaming contests, including online chance-
based, skill-based or combination chance/skill-based gaming contests. These
include online video games, where outcomes are in part dependant on a
player’s skill, and in some cases in part dependent on random factors

including chance.



Royal or noteworthy births, weather outcomes and natural phenonena.
Totalisators. Sweepstakes for any events such as horse, dog or any other
formof racing, sporting contests, political contests and the |ike.

PC- based and ot her el ectronic gam ng contests, including online chance-

based, skill-based or conbination chance/skill-based gam ng contests. These
i nclude online video ganes, where outdbnes are in part dependant on a
pl ayer's skill, and in sone cases in part dependent on random factors
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a val ue conponent of a supplenenhtary prize is determ ned by processing the
t ot al consyndmytions with “pasupiladyéparamyutpal’ 7 ¢papovitualhGeutubybetting’cagd of
players, in another enbodi ment a value conponent of a supplenmentary prize
i s detern® HVW“&'ocessi ng the total contribution to a supplementary prize
pool made by aT$HiRghEoAAErethatabRriPi@AYEaE1che APMRAIdPoSHE BOIESTENE iityy Pri ze is
to be allocated, and in a further enbodi nent a val ue conponent of a
suppl enendatay inphideeithesordhottepfshatagtepipties ofdhe sntrgdatmpertadpial tednt ri bution to

a suppl e rr%plltrgﬁt¥ of %ia%grs RRQ Ithe: entry data pertaining to a single one of the players. For

example, in one embodiment a value component of a supplementary prize is
determined by processing the total contribution to a supplementary prize pool made
by a group of players, in another embodiment a value component of a supplementary
prize is determined by processing the total contribution to a supplementary prize
pool made by a single one of the players to whom a supplementary prize is to be
allocated, and in a further embodiment a value component of a supplementary prize
is determined by processing the total contribution to a supplementary prize pool
made by a group of players in combination with the total contribution to a
supplementary prize pool made by a single one of the players to whom a
supplementary prize is to be allocated.

As noted, one or more characteristics of the supplementary prize are
determined by reference to one or more characteristics of at least a portion of the
collective entry data, “based on that data at a point in time following the allocation
of one or more primary entries to that player”. The general notion of timing here is
that one or more characteristics of the supplementary prize are indeterminate at the
time the primary entries are allocated. For example, in some embodiments a value

component of a supplementary prize is indeterminate at the time primary entries are



made by a group of players in conbination with the total contribution to a
suppl enentary prize pool nmade by a single one of the players to whom a
suppl ementary prize is to be allocated. As noted, one or nore
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or inplenente mnistrators gam ng activities,
vendor s ofexamplej @shisysteasinetpdeanfbrnatidnesystems maiatajped peirsplementsébyes. As

used herein, e.te ".gam n erator”. descrihes arty or_qroup of
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nore a gaming operator is responsible for tasks including, but not limited to defining entry
parameters and other predefined terms and conditions for the gaming activity,
offering for sale entries in exchange for entry fees, receiving entry fees from players,
allocating entries to players in exchange for those entry fees, identifying one or more
winning entries, and arranging for the distribution of prizes among the players. In
practice, these tasks are often performed by a number of parties. For example, a first
category of party (such as vendors or agents) may be responsible for offering for
sale entries in exchange for entry fees and receiving entry fees from players, whilst a
second party may be responsible for identifying one or more winning entries. In
another example, a first category of party is responsible for providing a primary
fixed-odds based gaming activity, whilst a second category of party is responsible
for allocating supplementary prizes and/or providing a supplementary gaming
activity. However, this is ignored for the present purposes, and the term “gaming

operator” should be read sufficiently broadly so as to cover whatever group of



W nning entries, and arranging for the distribution of prizes anong the
pl ayers. In practice, these tasks are often perfornmed by a nunber of
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notionally funded from a primary prize pool, and supplementary prizes are at least

notionally funded from a supplementary prize pool. The phrase “at least notionally”

is intended to acknowledge that, in some practical implementations, distinct primary

and supplementary prize pools are not maintained, and these individual “pools”

merely notionally describe components of one or more collective prize pools.

However, as will be appreciated from the discussion below, it is useful to consider

this notional distinction between a primary and supplementary prize pool.

The term “pool” is intended to be interpreted broadly to describe a collection

of valuable subject matter, including both valuable subject matter in the form of

currency and/or in the form of goods/services. Although many examples considered

herein, for the sake of simplicity, assume that pools describe amounts of currency, it

will be appreciated that goods/services or other tradable commodities are readily

included in addition or as an alternative.
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pool. However, the nature of supplementary contribution amounts varies between

embodiments. The supplementary contribution amount for a given player in some

embodiments includes components having values corresponding to:

. An entry fee supplementary contribution amount. For example, an operator
designates that a predetermined proportion of each entry fee defines at least a
component of the supplementary contribution amount for that entry fee. In
some embodiments this predetermined proportion varies from player to
player based on one or more aspects of the entry data received from that
player. For example, a greater predetermined proportion is applied in respect
of specified events, or where there is at least a threshold time separation
between the receipt of an entry fee and the anticipated time at which the
corresponding event outcome is to be determined.

o A net investment return derived from subjecting the entry fee to an
investment procedure for a period of time (such as from the time the entry

fee is received to the time primary prizes are allocated). The investment
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and this ticket carries the relevant marketing information. In some cases a
player is able to increase his/her net distribution marketing amount by
receiving further marketing material — for example by viewing electronic
advertisements.
o A net collection marketing amount. This is similar to the example
considered above, however is derived from collecting information from
players, such as personal information or opinion information. For example,
in some cases a player is able to increase his/her net collection marketing
amount by participating in a survey.
. Other net third party contribution amounts.
This is by no means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use
of a wider range of possible supplementary contribution amounts.
There is discussion in the above examples of “gross” amounts and “net”
amounts. The terms “gross” and “net” are used in a descriptive sense only as
follows. The term “gross” refers to an amount derived by the gaming operator, and
the term “net” refers to an amount that is added to the supplementary contribution

amount. In some cases the net amount is the corresponding gross amount less any
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suppl enentary contribution anount 210 is al so shown as bei ng added to
suppl enentdiverteddobn 3pSatoh prodit distributioo decation 209 (operator

charges/commissions, for example) and to a third party distﬁbution location 210

(taxes and levies, for example). An entry fee supplementary contribution amount

210 is also shown as being added to supplementary pool 203, however in some

embodiments this amount is zero.

A gross investment return 212, gross distribution marketing amount 213,
gross collection marketing amount 214, and other gross third party contribution
amount 215 are received in the operator profit distribution location 209. Of these,

net amounts 216 are added to supplementary pool 203. Residual components are

maintained by the operator and/or provided to distribution location 210.

Unclaimed/Abandoned Prizes

In some embodiments, unclaimed prizes are used to increase the value of the
supplementary prize pool. Inevitably, for at least some primary or supplementary
prizes, there will be a delay between the time at which these prizes are made
available for collection by players and the time at which funds are actually obtained
by players. During this delay, the funds are considered to be “unclaimed prizes”

(noting that these, at least in some cases, include both prizes and refunds). In some
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notionally or physically greater in value than that player’s entry fee by virtue of
supplementary contribution. This supplementary contribution, at least notionally, is
used to fund supplementary payouts or player participation in a supplementary
gaming activity.

Overview of Various Embodiments

A number of embodiments are discussed below. These are described both by
reference to technical subject matter (such as computer implemented methods and
associated hardware components), and by reference to practical gaming
considerations. The latter is provided predominately to assist a reader in
understanding the benefits of the various embodiments. However, those skilled in
the art will appreciate how technical subject matter and practical gaming
considerations are inherently interrelated. For example, it will be appreciated that
by “offering players a selection between a hypothetical Option A and Option B”
inherently implies that technical features are provided for allowing the receipt by a
computing system of data indicative of a user selection of either Option A or Option

B.



used to fund suppl enentary payouts or player participation in a

suppl enentary gamng activity. Overview of Various Enbodi nents A nunber of
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recei ve supplenentary prizes which essentially provides a refund of a
portion of thdleduemtiiapilitpeEhese embodiments provide fixed-odds gaming activities

whereby losing players (that is, players who do not select winning outcomes)
receive supplementary prizes which essentially provides a refund of a portion
of their entry fees.

. Chance-based reduced liability: In these embodiments, losing players
receive one or more chances to receive a refund of a portion of their entry
fees, or in some cases a supplementary prize having value greater than the
provided entry fees.

. Magnified winnings: The general premise behind these embodiments is that
a player’s supplementary contribution amount is used to magnify that

player’s potential winnings in respect of a given entry fee and defined payout

ratio.

. Hedged reduced liability: In these embodiments, a player essentially
reduces his/her liability in relation to an entry fee by providing a hedged
entry fee.

J Fixed-odds plus: In these embodiments, each player for whom the received

entry data meets predetermined criteria is awarded one or more entries in a

supplementary gaming activity.
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players are not made aware of supplementary payouts and/or supplementary gaming

activities. It will be appreciated that the selection between these possibilities is

predominantly a marketing consideration.

Minimum Fixed-Odds

These embodiments provide fixed-odds gaming activities whereby winning
players (that is, players who select winning outcomes) receive a total prize that has a
value greater than a primary prize based on the entry fee provided and the payout
ratio defined for the selected event outcome.

In some embodiments, a player is allocated a supplementary prize in addition
to the primary prize if, for that player, the selected event outcome is identified as the
winning outcome. That is, the supplementary prize essentially supplements a
primary prize. Such examples are, for the purposes of the present disclosure,
identified by the term “minimum fixed-odds”. The general notion is that, unlike in
traditional fixed-odds gaming activities where the total prize winnable by a player is
simply the entry fee provided by that player subjected to the applicable payout ratio,
the total prize winnable in a minimum fixed-odds environment is indeterminate at
the time the entry fee is placed. In particular, the entry fee is placed subject to a

minimum payout ratio, and in the event that the selected event outcome is identified
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Step 304 includes determining a distribution protocol for distributing the
portion of the supplementary prize pool identified at step 303 between the winning
players identified at step 302. In some embodiments, this distribution protocol is
related to the winning players’ respective supplementary contribution amounts. In
particular, for each winning player, that player’s respective supplementary
contribution amount is divided by the sum of the winning players’ respective
supplementary contribution amounts to define, for that winning player, a distribution
percentage. This distribution percentage is applied to the portion of the
supplementary prize pool identified at step 303 to determine the proportion of that
prize pool that is to be allocated to that player as a supplementary prize.

Step 305 includes allocating, to each player, a total prize comprising a
primary prize (based on the player’s entry fee and the payout ratio for the selected

event outcome) and a supplementary prize as determined at step 304.
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supplementary gaming activity.

-

Method 400 of FIG. 4 illustrates an example of such an embodiment. Step
401 includes receiving data indicative of winning outcomes in relation to the
primary gaming activity. Step 402 includes, on the basis of data indicative of
identified winning event outcomes, querying the repository of collective entry data
to identify one or more winning players.

At step 403, a portion of the supplementary prize pool is identified for
allocation. In some embodiments, step 403 includes identifying all players for
whom entry fees were received in respect of events for which winning event
outcomes were identified at step 401. On the basis of the collective entry data, the
respective supplementary contribution amounts for those players are then summed to
define the portion of the supplementary prize pool for allocation. In some
embodiments the prize pool is monetary, whilst in some embodiments it includes
either or both of monetary and non-monetary prizes having a total designated value
corresponding to the value of the portion of the supplementary prize pool for

allocation.



Met hod 400 of FIG 4 illustrates an exanple of such an enbodi ment. Step
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are multiple winning entries. Where there are multiple winning entries, these may
be ranked so as to receive different levels/categories/values of supplementary prize.

Step 406 includes, on the basis of a predetermined distribution protocol ,
determining the portions of the supplementary prize pool identified at step 403 for
allocation to each player to whom winning entries were awarded at step 401.

Step 407, in this case, includes allocating, to each player, a total prize
comprising a primary prize (based on the player’s entry fee and the payout ratio for
the selected event outcome) and, for players who were allocated winning
supplementary entries, a supplementary prize as determined at step 406.

It will be appreciated that the total prize allocated to a given player at step
407 is, for one or more of the players, larger than the primary prize. For those
players, a greater effective payout ratio has essentially been achieved than would
have been the case in a traditional fixed-odds game. In some embodiments this

effective payout ratio is calculated and communicated to the relevant players.



are nultiple winning entries. Were there are nultiple winning entries,
these may be ranked so as to receive different |evels/categories/val ues of
suppl ementary prize. Step 406 includes, on the basis of a predeterm ned
distribution protocol , determning the portions of the supplenentary
prize pool identified at step 403 for__allocation to each player to whom
W nning entries were awarded at step’ﬁ%l. Step 407, in this case, includes
all ocating, to each player, a total prize conprising a primry prize
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identifying all players for whomentry fees were received in respect of

event s forllogatioh. frospné embedimentsstep 503 includes identifying all players for

whom entry fees were received in respect of events for which non-winning event

outcomes were identified at step 501. On the basis of the collective entry data, the
respective supplementary contribution amounts for those players are then summed to
define the portion of the supplementary prize pool for allocation. In some
embodiments the prize pool is monetary, whilst in some embodiments it includes
either or both of monetary and non-monetary prizes having a total designated value
corresponding to the value of the portion of the supplementary prize pool for
allocation.

Step 504 includes determining a distribution protocol for distributing the
portion of the supplementary prize pool identified at step 503 between the non-
winning players identified at step 502. In some embodiments, this distribution
protocol is related to the non-winning players’ respective supplementary
contribution amounts. In particular, for each non-winning player, that player’s
respective supplementary contribution amount is divided by the sum of the non-
winning players’ respective supplementary contribution amounts to define, for that

non-winning player, a distribution percentage. This distribution percentage is



outcones were identified at step 501. On the basis of the collective entry

data, the respective supplenentary contribution anounts for those players

are then sutmmed to define the portion of the supplenentary prize pool for

al location. In sonme enbodinents the prize pool is nonetary, whilst in sonme
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a W nni ng out cQ¥Rhce BhdTRIBasEbRg@uced Liability In these enbodi nents,
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winning outcome) receive one or more chances to receive a refund of a portion of
their entry fees.

Method 600 of FIG. 6 illustrates an example of such an embodiment. Step
601 includes receiving data indicative of non-winning outcomes in relation to the
primary gaming activity. Step 602 includes querying the repository of collective
entry data to identify one or more non-winning players.

At step 603, a portion of the supplementary prize pool is identified for
allocation. In some embodiments, step 603 includes identifying all players for
whom entry fees were received in respect of events for which non-winning event
outcomes were identified at step 601. On the basis of the collective entry data, the
respective supplementary contribution amounts for those players are then summed to
define the portion of the supplementary prize pool for allocation. In some
embodiments the prize pool is monetary, whilst in some embodiments it includes
either or both of monetary and non-monetary prizes having a total designated value
corresponding to the value of the portion of the supplementary prize pool for

allocation.



their entry fees. Method 600 of FIG 6 illustrates an exanple of such an
enbodi nent. Step 601 includes receiving data indicative of non-w nning
outcones in relation to the prinmary gamng activity. Step 602 includes
guerying the repository of collective entry data to identify one or nore
non-w nni ng players. At step 603, a portion of the supplenentary prize pool
is identified for allocation. In som# enbodi nents, step 603 incl udes
identifying all players for whomentry fees were received in respect of
events for whi Step@0#intindésydloestanyto eacli nareinnivey playatentiof mode at step 601.
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are multiple winning entries. Where there are multiple winning entries, these may

be ranked so as to receive different levels/categories/values of supplementary prize.

Step 606 includes, on the basis of a predetermined distribution protocol ,
determining the portions of the supplementary prize pool identified at step 603 for
allocation to each player to whom winning entries were awarded at step 601.

Step 607, in this case, includes allocating, to each winning player, a primary
prize (based on the player’s entry fee and the payout ratio for the selected event
outcome) and, to each non-winning player who was allocated a winning entry in the
supplementary gaming activity, a supplementary prize as determined at step 606.

It will be appreciated that, in such embodiments, a player who is
unsuccessful in the primary fixed-odds gaming activity is afforded an opportunity to
win a prize having a value that, in some cases, might provide a partial refund of
entry fees, might be greater then the entry fee provided, or might even be greater in

value than the possible primary prize.



are nultiple winning entries. Were there are nultiple winning entries,
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5:1), meaning that the effective payout ratio is 10:1 (on the $1 entry fee).

A greater supplementary contribution amount might be provided by either or
both of the following manners:

o Option A: Providing an additional fully refundable sum of money in
combination with the entry fee.
o Option B: Participating in additional marketing activities.

These are considered as examples only, and additional options are provided
in further embodiments.

In the context of Option A, at the time of selecting an event outcome, a
player is offered a plurality of payout ratios, each payout ratio being associated with
a hedge multiplier. By selecting a payout ratio, the player agrees to provide, in
addition to an entry fee $A, a fully refundable hedge amount $B, which is a multiple
of $A based on the applicable hedge multiplier. In some cases the hedge multiplier

varies with time, as will be appreciated from the discussion below.



5:1), neaning that the effective payout ratio is 10:1 (on the $1 entry
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consi dered as exanples only, and addi 39 onal options are provided in
further enbodinments. In the context of Option A at the time of selecting
an event out comgssume, fot theanke of Dfifnplecekampbd, tiaa ket sypplempataout rati os, each

payout ratio bei.ng assom ated wifth a hedge nu t plier seleciing a
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that the gpgiCindaliiRdg @ﬁﬁlohrﬂ‘(ﬁ%%?{veh%tg(erﬁ) @25y VN@wahss@nfe&tlﬁs@f C% of
the funds invested over the tinmefranme between receiving funds and

al | ocat i ngapeitzatén off X:1t Hihet IScaBbyeItWi]@ puopisice ae artay fee@b s MilIoon anount f or
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to receive a primary prize o f&)((? Under t he present enbodi nents, a

pl ayer whds @rgsblﬁd@wnahp@ﬁ@mpm@é) 3).(W%RXh Hedth e DEREVIINGR $B i s
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parti ci patmonafremqattipatipe dn mmarketing activates is calculated, and from this
appropriate payout ratios for various levels of participation are calculated in a
similar manner to that described above.

A general hedged payout method is provided by method 700 of FIG. 7. Step

701 includes receiving data indicative of a payout ratio for a given event outcome.
Step 702 includes, for a baseline entry fee amount, determining one or more
anticipated supplementary contribution amounts. For each of these anticipated
supplementary amounts, respective conditions are defined at step 703, these
conditions generally identifying steps a player should take to achieve the relevant
supplementary contribution amount (for example, participation in marketing
activities or provision of a hedge amount). Step 704 includes defining, for each

anticipated supplementary contribution amount, a respective adjusted payout ratio

that a player is able to realize if the conditions defined at step 703 are satisfied.

Hedged Reduced Liability
In these embodiments, a player essentially reduces his/her liability in relation

to an entry fee by providing a hedged entry fee.



simlar manner to that described above. A general hedged payout nethod is
provi ded by nmethod 700 of FIG 7. Step 701 includes receiving data

i ndicative of a payout ratio for a given event outconme. Step 702 incl udes,
for a baseline entry fee anobunt, determ ning one or nore anticipated

suppl ementary contribution amounts. For each of these anticipated

suppl enentary anounts, respective conitions are defined at step 703, these
conditions generally identifying steps a player should take to achieve the
rel evant  supplle oeeivimy tieositryi fbel s, inthenonventi¢iad maanenprahangealr for a pat i on in

marketing activities or. provision of a.hedge angount). Step 704 includes
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t hese enbedamples being aphaymutuelsgering adtivityr dthehedgadi enttydee isifaby 1 ity in

relation t ent fee by providing . a.hedged.entry.fee. -37+ 0 In
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uxi

exchanged ™ for one or nore auxiliary entries in an auxiliary gam ng
activity, hedgedrmtnaseseeligiblese mp sepplrmentary ppes. caalit SUBPleERAaRGPEES i vity. The

hedged entry f.ee is. ful ref undabl e | f = Wien 4 espect of
the-auxi 1 ooy B8 Ay dat e FIREReRch e &S, (5F s HloompRBetifphded i ToPS
entry is elkiivit@ehtGettirmoR aflehsipyrtfvn ofehe émttiardentrinfedgad/erticdges are
eligible to win supplenentary prizes, each supplenentary prize 1including a
refund of eni® fesr r espondi ng hedge entry fee plus a conponent funded by net
i nvestment ret " . ' f ees and/ or
hedge entry f(l;tglg .f&%@h?é?ﬁq%"ﬁ’b&? gg%sg&%%t\?? ggﬁ%gggia%?oeﬂghé%gghes in

rel ation tparthdhéddgend fplhtdges: hedges, and full hedges: No Hedge Parti al
Hedge Full Hedge Primary Entry Wn/ Wn primary prize Wn primary prize
Wn primary prize Hedge Entry Loss Receive refund of Receive refund of

hedge entry fee hedge entry fee ~ R
g Y A g No %edge .+ Partial Hedge ... -Full Hedge
' Primafy Entry Win/ Win primary prize Win primary prize Win primary prize
Hedge Entry Loss Receive refund of Receive refund of
' , hedge entry fee hedge entry fee
‘Hedge Enby Win/ -~ No win/refund Win supplementary Win supplementary
Primary Entry Loss prize (greater than prize (greater than
SR : hedge entry fee) hedge entry fee)
‘ kPrimar;kv Entty Lo&s/ ~ No win/refund Receive refund of Not possible
Hedge Entry Loss : hedge entry fee

FIG. 8 generally represents this table in the form of a flowchart.

The allocation of supplementary prizes is either based on a standard
approach (such as method 300 and 500) or a chance based approach (such as
methods 400 and 600). In either case, it will be appreciated that a player is
essentially offered the ability to play on the basis of a reduced level of liability.

Fixed-odds Plus
In these embodiments, each player for whom the received entry data meets
predetermined criteria is awarded one or more entries in a supplementary gaming

activity.



Hedge Entry M A/ No wn/refund Wn supplenentary Wn suppl ementary Primary
Entry Loss prize (greater than prize (greater than hedge entry fee) hedge
entry fee) Primary Entry Loss/ No win/refund Receive refund of Not

possi ble Hedge Entry Loss hedge entry fee FIG 8 generally represents this
table in the formof a flowhart. The allocation of supplenentary prizes
is either based on a standard approatt (such as nethod 300 and 500) or a
chance based approach (such as nethods 400 and 600). In either case, it
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either on a player-by-player _.basis on.the receipt of . fee, or for
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tines aregpdentQRiL@8ESasABE RimbaS phiyets, tHRIMREMer BEplagaboeting onand in ot her
cases determ néd by one or nore characteristics of the entry data (such as

t Ee nuanISpQﬂiﬁfpl ?yefr, the totabentunfees reseivpd.dhetosal satry feeg repsived 18 fdetion ed event ,
the total ,entr ees recej t Yy f . ived i | ati
tota o veid Beip VG GBEl tprk s HoleBled W eq REPURERRLYES, | D fel At on

timeframe). Stepepddl ihclalssdes a diven plagrvmocgbiay ehic enryaiaestoi deteriire ent ry
data to determine whether or not to allocate gne or nore entries in a

suppl ementdetheganmaido akdegaiq QP QIHMOTE EBINSH Hh2 HPP. enpIYary SAMIEACUVIY 94y § ous
ebodi ment;s ibifoBs! Rofda Rl bR us thflbafnend BKRSis TGiRmER dishp! d
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suppl ementary con anmount , provi hreshol d | evel of
entry feeplasghhake & theshbldsuppletieyitaty eoritributicazaniunt, eddfor peovpdrd od, and/ or
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criteria. In the event that it is determined that one or more supplementary entries are

to be awarded, the method progresses to step 903. Otherwise no supplementary
entries are awarded at step 904.

Step 903 includes, for a given player, determining a number of
supplementary entries that are to be awarded. In some cases this number is related
to the supplementary contribution amount provided by that player, as in examples
considered above. These entries are allocated at step 905.

At step 906, a portion of the supplementary prize pool is identified for
allocation. In some embodiments, step 906 includes identifying all players for
whom supplementary entries have been allocated. On the basis of the collective
entry data, the respective supplementary contribution amounts for those players are
then summed to define the portion of the supplementary prize pool for allocation. In
some embodiments the prize pool is monetary, whilst in some embodiments it
includes either or both of monetary and non-monetary prizes having a total

designated value corresponding to the value of the portion of the supplementary

prize pool for allocation.



entries are awarded at step 904. Step 903 includes, for a given player,
determ ning a nunber of supplenentary entries that are to be awarded. In
sonme cases this nunber is related to the supplenentary contribution anount
provi ded by that player, as in exanples considered above. These entries
are allocated at step 905. At step 906, a portion of the supplenentary
prize pool is identified for all oca’t:fgo‘n. I n sone enbodi nents, step 906
includes identifying all players for whom suppl enentary entries have been
al l ocated. On tShep WM¥sinsludds itlergifgimiglone bi wwre wirtning etvties for the r especti ve
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activity. fh@ulpléwinis &ies. WiHerd eiRes g theltiplegrianinglentics sthese may t he nature

of the supplenmentary gam ng activity. For exanple, the supplenentary
gani ng actbevankedsp ghto tseciye differgns leyRlsof supplementary iiZEot tery, or anot her

draw based gagfsetepL%trgfi?légﬁdgsaﬁﬁ%hetl%gfs%fiai)r@de T (M%]tﬂﬂl!ltﬁgl Blotyl, in other

cases there e W nning entries. ere ere are mul ti pl e winning

entries, tdeReMiniEythepdrtionslséthesapplsmentaryeprtiey@otiidehtifiativt step\Bb Jonf
suppl enentary prize, Step 908 in¢ludes, on the hasis of. a edet er m ned
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pri ze pool | deflf d@lnBiiadd RcAR, (PBlay@!ib MRk LR PhidpRhfentzey whom wi ni ng
suppl ementary entries were allocat ed. %tep 909 i ncludes allocating, to

pl ayer to entr9mwas awiarded agupplpmentanpriveyas determinedaststemddled a suppl enent ary
prize as deternin at ste 8, .It will be appreci.ated that, in such
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suppl ementary prizes on an ongoi ng basis, for ‘exanple subject to a

peri odi ¢ supmpblenplayers yoppéte forduppletnentary piizes SN0 Eneeng basis far

example subject to a periodic supplementary prize draw (i.e. steps 906 to 909 are

periodically repeated, either randomly, on a schedule, or responsive to one or more

characteristic of the collective entry data).

Scratching Bonus

In some fixed-odds gaming activities, certain event outcomes are
“scratched”, this occurring where there is a certainty that the relevant event outcome
will not be identified as a winning outcome, for example due to a participant
withdrawal, disqualification, event cancellation, or the like. For example, this might
occur where a sporting event is cancelled, or a horse is withdrawn from a race. In
these embodiments, players who select event outcomes that are scratched are
awarded one or more entries in a supplementary gaming activity.

Method 1000 of FIG. 10 illustrates an example of such an embodiment. Step
1001 includes receiving data indicative of scratched outcomes in relation to the
primary gaming activity. Step 1002 includes, on the basis of data indicative of
identified winning event outcomes, querying the repository of collective entry data

to identify one or more players who selected scratched outcomes.



periodically repeated, either randomy, on a schedule, or responsive to one
or nore characteristic of the collective entry data). Scratching Bonus In
some fixed-odds gaming activities, certain event outcomes are "scratched",
this occurring where there is a certainty that the rel evant event outcone
will not be identified as a winning outcgne, for exanple due to a
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desi gnat ed val ue™ correspondi ue of the portion of the
suppl ementnadry sppplatemaylenfries in aktpplehemary gBming d@@ity; wiich.dashal | ocating to

each player identifjied at ste 002, one,.or re su enentary entries in a
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to a given player is, in some enbodinents, related to that player's

suppl enentsapplementaryi dontribtotionamentt. Inparsieular,ché greater the syprlamentaphe

suppl enent CIA. . .
contribution amount for a given player, the more supplementary entries awarded to

that player. As such, players who make a comparatively greater supplementary

contribution amount (for example by providing a larger entry fee or participating in

additional marketing related activities) have a comparatively greater relative

probability of winning a supplementary prize.

Step 1005 includes identifying one or more winning entries for the
supplementary gaming activity. The nature of step 1005 depends to a greater extent
on the nature of the supplementary gaming activity. For example, the
supplementary gaming activity might be a sweepstakes, a raffle, a lottery, or another
draw based game. In some cases there is a single winning entry, in other cases there
are multiple winning entries. Where there are multiple winning entries, these may
be ranked so as to receive different levels/categories/values of supplementary prize.

Step 1006 includes, on the basis of a predetermined distribution protocol ,
determining the portions of the supplementary prize pool identified at step 1003 for

allocation to each player to whom winning supplementary entries were identified at

step 1005.



contribution anount for a given player, the nore supplenentary entries
awarded to that player. As such, players who nmake a conparatively greater
suppl ementary contribution anount (for exanple by providing a |larger entry
fee or participating in additional marketing related activities) have a
conparatively greater relative probapility of winning a supplenentary
prize. Step 1005 includes identifying'one or nore winning entries for the
suppl ementary ganm ng activity. The nature of step 1005 depends to a greater
extent on the St 1004, infthisheses inzhidesetecatiyg,gawacigwmoingplayer, Fgimayanpl e,
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sel ect ed awadwancepf hesruteqmss keiiedderitigdched al so receive a refund of their
respective entry fees. It will be appreciated that such approaches provide
a potential updlatdware/Sofetase {mplgmerfaberent outcome that is ultimately
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FIG. 11A illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity, in the form of
system 1100. System 1100 includes a gaming administration server 1101. This
gaming administration server includes a processor 1105 coupled to a memory
module 1106 and a communications interface 1107.

Memory module 1106 is configured for maintaining software instructions
1106 which, when executed on processor 1105, allow server 1101 to perform
various methods, including but not limited to one or more of the methods described
herein.

The term “communications interface” or “interface” should be read broadly
to include any component or group of components including one or more of a
network interface (such as an Ethernet interface, or other wired/wireless network
interface), modem, other interfaces configured to allow communication between
server 1101 and another processing platform, ports (such as serial or parallel ports)
for receiving data from or providing data to input/output devices such as keyboards,
scanners and printers.

As illustrated, server 1101 is coupled to an entry database 1110. Although,



conbi nati ons of hardware and software. Sone of these are considered bel ow
FIG 11A illustrates a systemfor providing a gamng activity, in the form
of system 1100. System 1100 includes a gam ng adm ni stration server 1101.
This gam ng adm nistration server includes a processor 1105 coupled to a
menory nodul e 1106 and a conmmuni catigns interface 1107. Menory nodul e 1106
is configured for maintaining software& instructions 1106 which, when
execut ed on processor 1105, allow server 1101 to perform various methods,
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network intertace), nodem other interfaces configured to allow
comuni catseoyersisacheeserverddQbr 1101 and anot her processing platform ports
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-42- in the context of the present illustrations, th's database is shown
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defi ned bé %ighural ity of distributed conponents, optionally including
menory no P8¢ one or more servers such as server 1101. In sone

enbodi ments, suvdatase | et meintdmsGollddtive, data ipticatve ofjenady ttankaetions, si mi | ar
servers 1101 are coupled to a_ _cqomon dat abase 1f1f110 or, exanpl e, servers
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i ndi cative of ent ry transactions, which includes, in various enbodi nents,
one or noree of DdiginkdidatiosbNgreasiped tistryofee. Thisancludstdata indicativd ofdhof a

received entry fee. This includes data indjcativ f the valu f entry
fee, and opti oﬁ’él‘lefo%%fqenéﬁ‘%‘%ﬁt}c\lﬁéﬁﬁga%H} CIF 8 agﬁcaﬂﬂ? %%WIFI%ELEI%S
corresponding to that entry fee are stored (for example, a bank account),

and/or data indicative of a manner of payment used to provide the entry fee.

o Data indicative of a selected event outcome corresponding to the entry fee.

o Data indicative of one or more events corresponding to the selected event
outcome.

. Data indicative of supplementary contribution amounts (or anticipated

supplementary contribution amounts).

. Data indicative of a player who provided the entry fee. In some
embodiments, a player is assigned an identifier which is used by that player
for gaming related transactions. For example, in one embodiment this
identifier is carried by a loyalty card, for example in the form of a barcode or
RFID tag.

J Data indicative of one or more entries allocated to the player in exchange for
the entry fee. In some embodiments each entry is provided with a unique
entry identifier (which is optionally used for winning entry determinations in
the context of a lottery or raffle type game). In some embodiments the one
or more entries allocated to a player in respect of a given entry fee are

provided a common identifier - for example, the player is provided a single



corresponding to that entry fee are stored (for exanple, a bank account),
and/ or data indicative of a manner of paynent used to provide the entry
fee. Data indicative of a selected event outconme corresponding to the
entry fee. Data indicative of one or nore events corresponding to the
sel ected event outcone. Data indicative of supplenentary contribution
anounts (or anticipated supplenent aT§/3 tontribution amounts). Data

i ndicative of a player who provided the entry fee. In some enbodinents, a
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with a unisque Mﬁmﬂhaaﬂmbf 4 paticflahgaing sctoptyi torvali¢h/the satdy fesrandiosini ng entry
determ nations in econt xt of alottery or raffle type ganme). In sone

enmbodi ment s thé‘nB??ée eI ent ries allocated to a player in respect of a

given entry feeyg/fis a%e@fé'o@%qs Aats QPR Beil EEVIR ikt @hce-1 109 anéspadiRd byhe pl ayer
is provided a single -43- ticket", which may be virtual or physical,
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particul aren%ﬂhﬁ&t@ﬁk'aﬂbéa‘ﬁoh%f\éﬂﬂrﬁbo&diﬂ?s aratremof@leczamu for exahple@at ed entries
relate. Various aspects of this data are received via interface 1107 and/ or

defi ned byretagertomminaliz) 2 1¢dagion Whetegitiaes qfﬁSQéé‘th%rsto data received via
(nterface 1107kig) 16 HiRraRIBRIERRent B! BERLL I Rlooflld PRsiOur S al

server 1101, rn o odi men he al I'ocati on entries occurs
at a renotigmhinglatiB0and fedempranpdraigal 114%. alinlsemeteanboidiméntathese drocat i on where
entries are sold to pl ayers FI G 1l1C illustrates an enbodi nent where a
server 110ntepeateddnieatingleteaminales terninal 1131 and redenption terninal

1141. In some enbdLpRO SerhiGiq 181 facludes a processor 1132, communications
interface 1133 and memory module 1134 (which maintains software instructions
1135). A ticket printer 1136 is also coupled to processor 1132.

In overview, a player interacts with terminal 1132 to purchase one or more
entries in relation to a gaming activity. In some embodiments this is a direct
interaction, whereas in other embodiments it is an indirect interaction whereby a
terminal operator interacts with terminal 1132 on behalf of the player. The player
provides information regarding the gaming activity in which entries are to be
purchased, and the like. The player also provides an entry fee, optionally in the
form of cash or electronic/card payment means. The entry fee is directly or
indirectly transferred to an account stipulated by the gaming operator either
immediately or at the end of a specified period (daily, for instance). Once the entry
fee has been provided, the player is allocated one or more primary entries and,
where relevant, one or more supplementary entries. The allocation of entries is, in
some cases, based on a process performed at terminal 1131 and, in other cases,
based on a process performed at terminal 1101 based on data provided by terminal
1131. In the present example, data indicative of the entries is printed to a ticket

(which might include a receipt) via printer 1136. In some embodiments this ticket



integrated into a single termnal. As illustrated, termnal 1131 includes a
processor 1132, communi cations interface 1133 and nenory nodule 1134
(which maintains software instructions 1135). A ticket printer 1136 is

al so coupled to processor 1132. In overview, a player interacts with
termnal 1132 to purchase one or nore, entries in relation to a gam ng
activity. In sone enbodinents this i 5%%" di r ect i nteraction, whereas in
other enbodinments it is an indirect interacti on whereby a termni nal
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illustrat termnal 1141 includes a processor 1142, conmmunications
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instruction 1145) . barcode scanper 1146 is _also couple rocessor
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ticket caryyiitheprizehSRAe siduldbiiéifired, BRhalagphgsicaliadaitss b tank( or
identifiers) is derivable to scanner 1146. Scanner 1146 then perforns a
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Wi nning entri.es., Thi s, ..iNn _sQme cases, requires communications with server
1101. Pri f@gmﬁﬁ%]?@k/?g}lt%% a%"r"&“%r ovided to the player where appropriate.

In sone In some embodiments, redemption is automated. For example, a player is
invited to create a user account, this account including details of a bank account to
which prizes/refunds are to be credited, and this crediting occurs automatically.

In some embodiments some or all of the general functionalities of either or
both of terminal 1131 and 1141 are made available to a player via a personal
computing platform, such as a desktop computer, laptop computer, cellular
telephone, PDA, gaming console, or other platform. In some such embodiments,
players access a website over the Internet to purchase entries, for example by
selecting event outcomes via a selection interface provided by a web-page viewable
through a web-browser application, and providing entry fees by way of an online
payment procedure. In other embodiments, players download proprietary software
as an alterative to a browser-based approach.

In some embodiments, entries are sold both via online approaches (for
example via a website accessible over the Internet) and in-store approaches (for

example at a retail locations having a sales terminal and/or redemption terminal). In



cases these are provided by cash, and in sone cases by way of a further
ticket that is redeemable for cask or cheque. In further cases, the player
nom nates a location to which the prize/refund should be delivered, such
as a physical address or bank account. In sone cases the player arranges
for the prize/refund to be credited tf a, specified bank/credit card
account. I n sone enbodi nents, redenpt %h'is automated. For exanpl e, a
player is invited to create a user account, this account including details
of a bank same caxes, differemhiudds applyZes éntaéusedd online aswppesedrte @ntrisgisold it t hi s
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Unless specifically stated otherwise, as apparent from the following
discussions, it is appreciated that throughout the specification discussions utilizing
terms such as "processing," "computing," "calculating,” “determining”, analyzing”
or the like, in some embodiments refer to the action and/or processes of a computer
or computing system, or similar electronic computing device, that manipulate and/or
transform data represented as physical, such as electronic, quantities into other data
similarly represented as physical quantities.

In a similar manner, the term "processor" may refer to any device or portion
of a device that processes electronic data, e.g., from registers and/or memory to
transform that electronic data into other electronic data that, e.g., may be stored in
registers and/or memory. A “computer” or a “computing machine” or a "computing
platform" may include one or more processors.

The methodologies described herein are, in some embodiments, performable
by one or more processors that accept computer-readable (also called machine-

readable) code containing a set of instructions that, when executed by one or more



retail venues). In sonme enbodi nents a conbination of the two approaches are
used. The approach of FIG 12Ais to provide a website 1201 on the Internet
for interfacing the client termnals with the adm nistration server. The
approach of FIG 12B is to provide a connection, such as a VPN connecti on,
over the Internet or another network ésuch as a LAN or WAN) 1250 for
interfacing the client termnals wit# the administration server. Unless
specifically stated otherw se, as apparent fromthe follow ng discussions,
it is apprdthegirecessdratcatiyrontigtheoast onhef thp swithiads desasibed hetelns 8F dns uti | i zi ng
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Any processor abl e executing a set of Tnstructions (sequential or
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disk drive unit. The processing system in some configurations may include a sound
output device, and a network interface device. The memory subsystem thus includes
a computer-readable carrier medium that carries computer-readable code (e.g.,
software) including a set of instructions to cause performing, when executed by one
or more processors, one of more of the methods described herein. Note that when
the method includes several elements, e.g., several steps, no ordering of such
elements is implied, unless specifically stated. The software may reside in the hard
disk, or may also reside, completely or at least partially, within the RAM and/or
within the processor during execution thereof by the computer system. Thus, the
memory and the processor also constitute computer-readable carrier medium
carrying computer-readable code.

Furthermore, a computer-readable carrier medium may form, or be includes
in a computer program product.

In alternative embodiments, the one or more processors operate as a

standalone device or may be connected, e.g., networked to other processor(s), in a



processi ng systemw th processors coupled by a network. |If the processing
system requires a display, such a display may be included, e.g., an liquid
crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRT) display. If nmanual data
entry is required, the processing systemalso includes an input device
such as one or nore of an al phanunerj¢c input unit such as a keyboard, a
pointing control device such as a nblUse, and so forth. The term nenory
unit as used herein, if clear fromthe context and unless explicitly

stat ed ot metwurkel deplaymanh dhepaseasors psoesssgemay speriesn e eapacity efisk drive
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form of a computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions (such as a

computer program) that are for execution on one or more processors, (such as one or
more processors that are part of an information system). Thus, as will be
appreciated by those skilled in the art, embodiments of the present invention may be
embodied as a method, an apparatus such as a special purpose apparatus, an
apparatus such as a data processing system, or a computer-readable carrier medium
(such as a computer program product). The computer-readable carrier medium
carries computer readable code including a set of instructions that when executed on
one or more processors cause the processor or processors to implement a method.
Accordingly, aspects of the present invention may take the form of a method, an
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment or an embodiment
combining software and hardware aspects. Furthermore, the present invention may
take the form of carrier medium (such as a computer program product on a
computer-readable storage medium) carrying computer-readable program code

embodied in the medium.



menory that carries the conputer-readable code, those in the art wll
understand that rmany of the conponents descri bed above are included, but
not explicitly shown or described in order not to obscure the inventive
aspect. For exanple, while only a single machine is illustrated, the term
“machi ne" or "device" shall also be taken to include any collection of
machi nes that individually or jmlﬂlyﬂ&mecute a set (or nultiple sets) of
instructions to performany one or nore of the nethodol ogies discussed
herein. At | eagheeofwakinmg fuether lf trammiittealf ortrbeeivedtavers nefwods vib@d herein is

in the formof, a conputer-readable carrier. i um rying a set of
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or an enmbedimReproceRBRItH begorapityeiieoranste bé tduncthodudpmet of thEpresérgr nore, the
present invention may take the faorm of carrier i uch as a conputer
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may further ransmtte réceived over a network via a net wor k

i nt er f ace istgwdes £fod exatipleroptioaiymazoaici disks, amitreagnateoptisal disks. Neéoletaler i er
mediumis shown in an exenpl ary enhodi nent to be single medium the term
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caches and servers at” store the one or nore sets of instructions. The
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capabl e Ofacg&s(t)irc iop ﬁ’ghtevge&/%g,isﬂ gsr those greXlierna e dusrlentg radio wave and infrared data
communications. For example, the term "carrier medium" shall accordingly be
taken to included, but not be limited to, solid-state memories, a computer product
embodied in optical and magnetic media, a medium bearing a propagated signal
detectable by at least one processor of one or more processors and representing a set
of instructions that when executed implement a method, a carrier wave bearing a
propagated signal detectable by at least one processor of the one or more processors
and representing the set of instructions a propagated signal and representing the set
of instructions, and a transmission medium in a network bearing a propagated signal
detectable by at least one processor of the one or more processors and representing
the set of instructions.

It will be understood that the steps of methods discussed are performed in

one embodiment by an appropriate processor (or processors) of a processing system
(such as a computer) executing instructions (computer-readable code) stored in

storage. It will also be understood that the invention is not limited to any particular

implementation or programming technique and that the invention may be



of instructions for execution by one or nore of the processors and that
cause the one or nore processors to performany one or nore of the

nmet hodol ogi es of the present invention. A carrier nedium my take many
forms, including but not limted to, non-volatile nedia, volatile nedia,
and transm ssion nmedia. Non-volatile pedja includes, for exanple, optical,
magneti ¢ di sks, and magneto-optical di'sks. Volatile nedia includes dynamc
menory, such as main nenory. Transm ssion nedia includes coaxial cables,
copper wi implenenfei lmsing@py iappropiiate tectiniqges foe implementingithe fenntipndlde a bus

subsystem, Trans SSi nedi a al.so may, al.so take t.he formof acoustic or
Iigh%/ vvavégs,cr’gﬁ‘iﬂérﬁ’él' '?Iﬁ’(‘?égv ﬂgﬂsdqoégianﬁ[faitﬁén¥ g%ﬁ?lSu]\?&ngréi dPAf rared data

conmuni caq&%ggged}qype%ﬁ &emi he term"carrier nmediunt shall accordingly be
taken to included, "but not be [imted to, solid-state nenories, a conputer
pr oduct e”bOdic%ﬂt;}[%t@&IL&c%lL ¢d magnetic nmedia, a medium bearing a

pr opagat ed signa et ect ab(e y at | east one processor of one or nore
processors and Irie ppmsentet migat xaseds entfodimerits describedshereiatinelisdaoragies ut ed

i npl ement a et hod, .carrier ve bearing a _propagated si.gn det ect abl e
by at | ead? PBRECSS 0b SRy e makier ﬁ%@ma}ﬁge S?nsh‘%f%d %ﬁ&g&%ﬁﬁw tgr%‘gca? Presenting
the set of, | ARk YSiddRiond P6 ARASHNE thaSiHBRBlimaBeloweRFvesabdchthattte set  of

instructions, and a transm ssion nediumin a network beari n&éa pr opagat ed
signal  deéiat it @intreryity the localdaws ofepptiodesiveisdieion, tke duimsshowdbe processors

and representi .the .set..of i.nstructions., | ] that the
st eps of Hﬁ?‘i%‘ggd o]l tgﬁtdgggd&}fpem SEFIFELS R e;“(:)ﬂ{\r#éé lénr?&gr 8#%%%%’ P%{?’?%ﬁ

appropri a@itef MaeSIAdecl @ontPir9¢C &S Braldhws Armewsidregamylstpedsentpuch as a
conput er) executing instructions (conputer-readable code) stored in

storage.  konsiddred is|Sheriptaw duelsedopts a spatraphgancg e Meses askeckott |inited to

any particul ar _i,ml i . I 3N L . t he

i nventi ongmgoaéldgﬁﬁe%ﬂﬁ&ﬁ%%flg#g%de rglgi ng aér?gr’glg%rgg%@gg%@ﬂ? gIE:t ﬁlhques for

i npl enent k@ ghize hbwhekthiaralbodimerteat imnpethehtexdn accofdemnce mithrihiada lavs not
limted to any particular programm ng |anguage or operating system
Comments on Lo@a-kewss!t 1S appreciated that various enbodi nents descri bed
herein include or refer to practices or subject matter that may &)e

consi dered as Bewillgbacappraciatgd thet the gheve digsgdosure provides various systems an

methods for conducting gaming activities, these generally providing useful

alternatives or improvements in relation to known fixed-odds type gaming activities,
Although the invention has been described with reference to specific
examples, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the invention may be
embodied in many other forms. While there has been described what are believed to
be the preferred embodiments of the invention, those skilled in the art will recognize
that other and further modifications may be made thereto without departing from the
spirit of the invention, and it is intended to claim all such changes and modifications
as fall within the scope of the invention. For example, any formulas given above are
merely representative of procedures that may be used.  Functionality may be added
or deleted from the block diagrams and operations may be interchanged among
functional blocks. Steps may be added to or deleted from methods described herein

whilst remaining within the scope of the present invention.



in various jurisdictions. To the extent that the clains bel ow cover subject
matter that is contrary to the local laws of a particular jurisdiction,
the clains should be interpreted in that jurisdiction in a manner so as to
exclude any practices or subject nmatter that is indeed contrary to those

| ocal laws. A particular exanple presgnt|y considered is Sharia |aw, which
adopts a contrary stance to various "aSpects of gam ng and investnent as
descri bed herein. However, those skilled in the art will recognize how
certain efpEICHANINS DEEINING THEMNMENHIQN ARBIASFOMOWSsShar i a | aw.
Conclusions It wll be appreciated that the above discl osure provides
various systens msthod f&tprodginear ganting activitygvlgaeinglastitndfiplaysts t hese
general ly providing useful , alternative r jnprovepents in relation to
known fi x@&VMSHWB@Wﬁﬁsﬁé@mﬁ%ﬁié‘ﬁmﬁﬁh’ﬁﬁ SPhe invention has been

described wit BehGhEIBAGHR diinGRRGLA datcofEARLRE(ivE payoiut fatibe, appr eci ated by
e

those skilled I'n tHe art that the invention nmay enbodi ed i n many ot her
forms. Wil e tdveiving)fisr dacleplages entirpdata widicatise of peenteyied apdan peent he
preferred enbodi nents of the invention, those skilled in the art wll
recogni ze OUERE ot her and further nodifications may be made thereto w thout

departing frogudihg foseichiplayef, at st SPRAGH ONthe 26tdiviell ehy Uathemded to claim
all such changes and nodifi'cations as fall within the scope of the
i nvent i onrepgesttoryxdepllestivamptry datel as gi ven above are nerely representative

of procedures fhat. b sed. FE L O I : 1 l eted from
the bl ock di aGﬁ%??}t?ngﬁ%eac?ﬁ@Taéief’é)r?gﬁér:%%/Sl (gﬁ#léﬁ%%rc ar?gcgvd a%naa% %%?:ti onal
bl ocks. ShgpthdB¥nttRit@stiedldctedy el Riwre, dne@mnioet pridarydesdesibed her ei n
whilst remaining within the scope of the present invention. , 50-. THE CLAI M5

DEFI NI NG TeltiorNgEnprinmy Armingsrqtioity oisreby, inghegass opt o2 HVERPAYHdhS gani ng
activity wherein Liid Yo 0 5 AYEK S RIS, BB PRGE ¥ Gwakded ¥ fees, the
met hod in\é\gﬁﬁtﬁav%ﬁghéélggé%Fﬁ%%?ﬁ&%?l@o@\%ne’or er?e 1event out cones,
respect i veripayppiizd Bisbdsn therenagifeé mg) thé payoedcitioplediped fordine sefectist a
indicative of an entry fee and an event outcone; adding, for each player,
at | east &VPIBIONIOMCof the received entry data to a repository of

collective entu'béfatﬂz%taada;tabase with data indicative of the allocation of the one or more
primary entries to each player; and '
allocating to at least one player a supplementary prize, wherein one or more
characteristics of the supplementary prize are determined by reference to one or
more characteristics of at least a portion of the collective entry data received at a

point in time following the allocation of one or more primary entries to that player.

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein at least one player is allocated a
supplementary prize in addition to the primary prize if, for that player, the selected

event outcome is identified as the winning outcome.

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2 wherein all players, for whom the
selected event outcome is identified as the winning outcome, are allocated a

supplementary prize in addition to the primary prize.

4. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein at least one
player is allocated the supplementary prize irrespective of whether, for that player,

the selected event outcome is identified as the winning outcome.



allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that
pl ayer and the event outcone selected by that player, one or nore prinmary
entries in relation to a primary ganming activity whereby, in the case that
for a given player the selected event outcone is identified as a w nning
outconme, that player is awarded a primary prize based on the entry fee and
the payout ratio defined for the seletted event out cone; updating a
dat abase with data indicative of the allocation of the one or nore prinmary
entries t@&. eachA plethpdnccoaditgd hoceand ofigh¢ prea¢dihg algtmovwherpinspel player
suppl enment ar ri.ze, erein one.or nore ‘lﬁﬁar act erilﬁti cs of the

r

suppl enents# Cgﬁeﬁ 2 SURRIEMBRIATY RHATSHCIRF N R B SR nore

characteristics of at |east a portion of the collective entry data received
at a poigt i ”Afn@&oﬁ‘al:éd?&\iing% ot bfABabicQsling clanes wherslrthe pri mary entries
to that player. 2. A nethod according to claim1l wherein af |east one

pl ayer i s seppilementany paize snghpdes pna pamprosipplementas aRtFIPHR & YPPkasidyary pri ze
if, for thatt .pl ayer, the selected event outcone is identified as the

wi nni ng odtf%YdRe. 3. A nethod according to claim1 or 2 wherein all players,
for whomthe selected event outcone is identified as the w nning outcone,
are all ocated a methoplaeserdingny clhirh devhereiadleh supplenteatarhectpyitynnay prize. 4. A
nmet hod according to any one of the preceding clains wherein at |east one

pl ayer i s sapnleoagntay gaRBNS PP ¥nent ary prize irrespective of whether, for
that player, the selected event outcone is identified as the w nning
outcome. g 51 -5 néthoé.aeé’&r?@g 16 ERh i ierif tl?é‘éﬁtpﬁléﬁqeﬁfqri Banpzecediyg cl ai ms
wherein each player is allocated a supplenmentary prize irrespective of the
Wi nni ng outpaeirmutuél gafningattodtyaccor di ng to any one of the preceding clains
wherein the supplenmentary prize includes one or nore supplenentary entries
in a supplenmentar ctivity. 7. A nethod r o { erein the
suppl enentoary d%?%mogfc?osrdlé% By a%f)%%%%}%{fnf%gtg% %&ggﬁfi?ﬁ/ﬂp@%&ta net hod
accor di ng phge &ls3ikBlideda priok Bwhitied swRDAtRIRG tiay snpglemengrpadtivityt y is  a
pari-mutuel gami ng activity.

10. A method of gaming according to any one of the preceding claims wherein

each supplementary prize includes an entry in a draw-based game.

11. A method of gaming according to claim 10 wherein the entry in a draw-

based game includes a sweepstakes ticket.

12. A method of gaming according to claim 10 wherein the entry in a draw-

based game includes a raffle ticket.

13. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the entry

data for a given player is indicative of timing information.

14. A method according to claim 13 wherein the timing information is indicative

of a date and/or time when the entry data was received.

15. A method according to claim 13 wherein the timing information is indicative

of a date and/or time when the entry fee was received.

16. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the one or

more characteristics of the supplementary prize include a value component.



9. A nethod according to any one of clains 6 to 8 wherein the supplenentary
prize also includes a prize awarded in relation to the suppl enentary
activity. 10. A nethod of gam ng according to any one of the preceding
clainms wherein each supplenentary prize includes an entry in a draw based
ganme. 11. A nethod of gam ng according tg claim 10 wherein the entry in a
draw based gane includes a sweepstakes ticket. 12. A nethod of gam ng
according to claim 10 wherein the entry in a draw based gane includes a
raffl e ti dRet. Alfiethddmetdrdingde claimilfgviereinthe valite compopentis, &t kgstng cl ai s
wherein the entr data.for a given player is indicative of rimn

i nformat i Qﬁﬁloﬁlgﬁnmighn%@ordi ng to claim13 wherein the tim ng
information is indicative of a date and/or time when the entry data was

recei ved. 135. A ARIHEGcaREREAS BRI Q6Gr dlait 13 wittedie ke wahes domyiongntiinf or mat i on
is indicative of a date and/or tinme when the entry fee was recejived. 16. A
met hod ac detetthingd e a fumgetion of tte timeelapsed SHICA ecgray A WY EFHYEhE Yghe or

nore charactegistics, of. : I i : a val ue conponent.
-52-  17. Sﬁecﬂé‘?‘%&aegtc‘é'{élrcgilagegalﬁggcl al ﬁ%yﬁg é?(rilétt elﬂg(gl ue conponent is, at

| east notionally, financial in nature. 18. A nethod according to claim 16
or cl ai m 18, whex giethodhecordingeo anyponeitlains 16detl8 miierainl thesvalpef uncti on of the

time elapsed since the entry data, ived and a. specified Lime at
whi ch' t he CoWRAREeh (B PRETFRGHI 1 AeGRR BF ot et R st EEeHccor ai ng
to any ong.of,&lod Leodprift i 18 veaith tHasviN@hy SutcemeRomeniifiad. t he

suppl enentary prize 1s termned at a first point in tinme defined
relative to a second point in tinme at which the winning outcone is
i denti fi e@0. 20.A metterdhocbrdingde dlainy 10ovhsirein therfrstpriplen HMs aftpr 8¢ point in
time is after the .s?cond point in tine. 21. A nethod of gam ng according
to any on&eHRAPOMIR UG- ¢ 5" 20 wherein the val ue conponent of each
suppl ementary prize is related to the player's entry fee. 22. A nethod of

gam ng aceqr di ngniethoddf gamengdiccoidadm® ah§ ohe oPdlaiteteior2(t wikereindheie conponent
of each supplenentary prize is related to tggtegum of .all received

value component of each supplementary prize 1s r to the player’s entry tee.
22. A method of gaming according to any one of claims 16 to 21 wherein the
value component of each supplementary prize is related to the sum of all received

entry fees.

23. A method of gaming according to any one of claims 16 to 22 wherein each

supplementary prize has the same value component.

24. A method according to claim 7 or claim 8 wherein the supplementary prize
includes at least a portion of a supplementary entry fee that is exchangeable for one

or more supplementary entries in the supplementary gaming activity.

25. A method according to claim 1 wherein the supplementary prize includes a

secondary prize that is awarded in relation to a supplementary gaming activity.

26. A method according to claim 25 wherein one or more characteristics of the
supplementary gaming activity are determined at a point in time following the
allocation of the primary entries by reference to one or more characteristics of the

entry data received at that point in time.



entry fees. 23. A method of gam ng according to any one of clains 16 to 22
wherein each supplenentary prize has the sanme val ue conponent. 24. A

nmet hod according to claim?7 or claim@8 wherein the supplenentary prize
includes at |east a portion of a supplenentary entry fee that is
exchangeabl e for one or nore supplengntary entries in the supplenmentary
gam ng activity. 25. A nethod accorditfgto claim| wherein the

suppl ementary prize includes a secondary prize that is awarded in rel ation
to a supphenentamythgdricogdmgtto viaing 25 Mheredn ¢ boghosaharagtenigtiesofdhei m 25

wherein one or nore characteristic¢cs of. the supplenentary. I ng activity
are det er s¥pRigMERtaty §3811AE a?twlttyiaiﬁ%g?tmlﬂﬁdqﬁéi I{%‘E" lniﬁeofég?%g%%g% the primary
entries b i ﬁlﬂn L SfefR8E RC0RI drahdre Shathetbhgics opthey dat a

recei ved ép&%{t]lg?%ggfet |ér)1f91§flerr§.s%-9§3-e 0 27. A rrret hod ac%or dlicflg to claim25

wher ei n owrellativaeniey ditaresivedias that poiof intthee. suppl ementary gamning activity
are determned at a point intime followng the allocation of the primary

entries by _referenge .to one qr re.cha rjsStl: t ol l ective
entry dat égr ecét P8 OétaCf?{Q‘[“g?E%Fﬁ?m?ﬁ of F%%ﬁb?g!rﬁek&%ﬁ%n& Agg%ogrgdi ng to claim
26 or cl aicHuadembins i thd fifplRARnAfy fahiag actidtat selestd Gomothe tise

suppl enentary gamng activity are selected fromthe list including: the

val ue of tindudingondary prize; the tinme at which a winner of the secondary

prize is identjfied:; h haibility of a given player to win the
secondary pri %Iée Vai‘ﬁ%loﬁthgg?cébgﬁgg%’r obability of a given player w nning the

secondary pri g tid9 at whithtahegnacdahdicogndany ariye sndentifiedhe precedi ng cl ai ns

wherein the one or _nore characteristics of the collectjve entry data are

sel ect ed fromtheeligibility offcgiien plgyer ta Win ResSCemagnt P2 8%‘55 recei ved; a nunber

of entries all : L ! rspeci fied

timeframe; a \Elgﬁcﬁgaa%&g pgor%\érgyﬂfggés gis;]gltrl F’%aég %’gﬁgﬁnﬁgqﬁggg&gggg ?fi ed one or nore

event outcones; a nunber of entries allocated in a specified tinefrane;
29. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the one or

more characteristics of the collective entry data are selected from the list including:
a value of entry fees received;
a number of entries allocated;
a value of entry fees received in a specified timeframe;
a value of entry fees corresponding to a specified one or more event outcomes;
a number of entries allocated in a specified timeframe;
a number of entries allocated on the basis of a specified one or more event
outcomes; and

a supplementary contribution amount.

30. A method according to any one of the preceding claims including the step of:
identifying, for each entry fee, a total contribution amount corresponding to
that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:
1. a primary contribution amount comprising the entry fee, less
any predefined deductions; and
il. a supplementary contribution amount;
wherein at least a proportion of the supplementary contribution amount is

used to fund at least a proportion of one or more supplementary prizes.



a nunber of entries allocated on the basis of a specified one or nore event
out cones; and a suppl enentary contribution anount. 30. A nethod according

to any one of the preceding clains including the step of: identifying, for
each entry fee, a total contribution anobunt corresponding to that entry
fee, the total contribution amunt inclugding: i. a primary contribution
anount conprising the entry fee, Ie§§4'any predefi ned deductions; and ii. a

suppl enentary contribution amount; wherein at |east a proportion of the
suppl enensary aontthodatdoading bmciaim BG whasdy fora givenlerity feeatbe a proportion of

one or nore supplenmentary .prizes. -54- 0.31. A nethqd.a rdip o claim 30
wher ei n, F‘&Pi’ég‘git% ﬁo'étﬁ‘&’ﬁg}glf grouticarresponds ér?é’rﬁ‘%?‘ﬁpt ggxmeﬁﬁﬁoﬁ P%%O%m)u nt

correspongs, & 0, RksBMLIBY 1R 4 ¥RMplcbAPiGNg: or nore sources selected froma
group conprising: an Investnent return derived by subjecting at | east a

proportion of thatvestntenyretradetiveddry subjestingeileash egeeniitien ¢lghatensdr i od of
tinme; an erator contribut ird-party contribution. 32. A

i on; d. h
net hod of éﬁiaﬂbnva%w&?’f‘?ﬁe# OQ&%”%HQ@ 0ngcel’ aim 31, wherein all of the

suppl ement ary g@@f,érgtlaya,rgﬂbﬁ@ﬂggﬁ&i to, at least notionally, fund one or
nore supplenentary prizes. 33. A nethod of gami ng according to any one of

t he precedi ng elthifdvparisheandiibution. gi ven pl ayer, in exchange for a given entry
fee, is provided a primary entry and an auxiliary entry having a different

oy eatry’ AN ERSE EfnbcEH 0 Bhaith 30 or REASCAENEII Githgone of the

primary e isnot | s”a W nning outcone, the auxiliary entry
i s eligi bkgppi@nertalgrbntribation srused tog atlieastinotiorelyr funddse oAmeet hod of gami ng
according to claim 33 wherein the different outcone of the auxiliary entry
i s defi neSUBNIRIBCRHAPIZEE auxiliary entry will be a winning entry if the
sel ected event outconme of the primary entry is not identified as the

Wi nning gyt CONBmethod of gaming according to any one of the preceding claims wherein a
given player, in exchange for a given entry fee, is provided a primary entry and an
auxiliary entry having a different event outcome, whereby in the case that the
selected event outcome of the primary entry is not identified as a winning outcome,

the auxiliary entry is eligible for identification as a winning entry.

34. A method of gaming according to claim 33 wherein the different outcome of
the auxiliary entry is defined such that the auxiliary entry will be a winning entry if
the selected event outcome of the primary entry is not identified as the winning

outcome.

35. A method of gaming according to claim 33 or claim 34 wherein a proportion
of the entry fee attributable to the auxiliary entry is refundable to the player after the
winning outcome has been determined irrespective of the winning outcome, such
that this refundable proportion of the entry fee at least partially offsets the extent to
which the entry fee is placed at risk.

36. A method of gaming according to claim 35 wherein the proportion of the

entry fee attributable to the auxiliary entry that is refundable is predetermined.

37. A method of gaming according to any one of claims 1 to 32 wherein a

primary entry is allocated to a given player in exchange for a proportion of the entry



35. A nethod of gam ng according to claim33 or claim34 wherein a
proportion of the entry fee attributable to the auxiliary entry is
refundabl e to the player after the w nning outcone has been determn ned
irrespective of the winning outconme, such that this refundabl e proportion
of the entry fee at |least partially g%sfsgts the extent to which the entry
fee is placed at risk. 36. A nethod ©of” gam ng according to claim 35 wherein
the proportion of the entry fee attributable to the auxiliary entry that

i s ref unddbd that is phiced attréskrind ed .auxibidry entryss hAlbecatsd tg e playeade exdiange t o any

one of clains 1 to 32 wherein a .prinmpry. entry i oc : gi ven

pl ayer | n%&%‘ﬁ"&‘?ﬂ%@?ﬁ?ﬂy&’rﬁ??{gw Pfﬁlﬁ eggy %%eetrﬁgtr%fvﬁg%éie ?ﬁ&%g’a#l%?ﬁf is placed
at risk angRrrathelréRhd cBfebhYwhéarelih @6é86 tHabtheRelepled ¥ odnt outceieivange  for
a conplenmentary proportion of the entry fee that is refundabl e on the basis

of  predettls primeny ent dsebtddéntidied as awietiag Auicomeniae ausilagyearyihe sel ect ed

event outc 0 the primary entry is not identified as a wi nning outcone,
t he auxi l i1§q¥.‘§ﬁ8&?§§,wiu§ﬁng %E%}’?%ll fied as a winning entry. 38. A nethod

according to claim37 wherein: in the case that the auxiliary entry is
identifiedgas a wietholdRgedingto claie 3plveeedini s  awar ded an auxiliary prize;

in the case that the auxiliary entry is nqQL jdentified as ﬁ"ﬁw nni ng entry,
the player idnHfsaschatihe apxifarysnty H%“@BH%? Ferh W HIYNE S0 RIS ¢t he
entry fee. ] ording to claim38 wherein the auxiliary prize
at | east a%%?qeg%g@%ﬁ?ﬂrﬁﬁ%és the conpl enentary proportion of the entry
fee. 40. A netihdsk esseahatithg augiliahaenr3ds nhteidentmfiadhas auvxinhingrentyyy ithee  at

| east notionally ipcludes a _net investnent return ri ved by subjecting at
| east par tPlayer tsyavar ta‘rrfig’f"‘éé’f[t]lbe %{}m}%{wg%t?ﬁgﬁ{)p 18‘&8ﬂ§ﬂ"§?‘§ﬁff’é/A met hod
according to claim 38 wherein the auxiliary prize is distributed froman

auxi li ary 39ri zey RRModtb&ding tb YRR A8 RheReil Ble duRiiRSY PBAS atledstir n derived by
subjecting the total entry fees of all players to an investnment procedure.

42." A net motondllygaetidey the conpliemgntaty praporiea odthetgalrydeecedi ng cl ai ns wherein
the payout ratio is fixed at the tine at which each entry is received. 43.

A method of, garg Ql%th%ﬁ%%oq!iﬁ% t BB MErQh i fxRILF FHZOG 16dsR1 M8 wherein
notionally includes a net investment return derived by subjecting at least part of the

entry fee to an investment procedure.

41. A method according to claim 38 wherein the auxiliary prize is distributed
from an auxiliary prize pool that is funded by a net investment return derived by

subjecting the total entry fees of all players to an investment procedure.

42. A method of gaming according to any one of the preceding claims wherein

the payout ratio is fixed at the time at which each entry is received.

43. A method of gaming according to any one of the preceding claims wherein
the supplementary prize is allocated at the time of receiving the associated entry

data.

44. A method of gaming according to any one of the preceding claims wherein

the supplementary prize is allocated at the time of redeeming the primary prize.



the supplenentary prize is allocated at the tinme of receiving the

associ ated entry data. 44. A nethod of gam ng according to any one of the
preceding clains wherein the supplenentary prize is allocated at the tine
of redeem ng the primary prize. -56- 45. A nethod of gami ng according to
any one of the preceding clains V\/neregén ,the supplenentary prize is
allocated at a predetermned tine. 46.° A nethod according to claim45
wherein the predetermned tine is after a time at which one or nore

Wi nni ng pHSmar A methodes gaming ateordirfg tedny 47e ofiths praceding slaips wliewithg a gami ng
activity, the systemincl udi rocessor .caonfigured for performng a
met hod ac & PRFMEGALNPIAHS aggcag‘f(g?tr?é’ri&?%mi%e%qﬂgg A conput er - r eadabl e

carrier nediumcarrying a set of instructions that when executed by one or
NDre procegsor K RUDE ab&RdRBEo Blaiiab evHEGS GRSRtdetérmital tinie Buifteaa net hod

according to any one of clarns Ito 46. . . .
time at which one or more winning primary entries are identified.

47. A system for providing a gaming activity, the system including a processor

configured for performing a method according to any one of claims 1 to 46.

48. A computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions that when
executed by one or more processors cause the one or more processors to carry out a

method according to any one of claims 1 to 46.





