ABSTRACT I n an i mage- processi ng nethod and appar at us,
dots formng a step-change part of an outline of an
i mge of characters and/or graphics which imge is
subjected to hal f- tone processing are detected, and
dots surrounding the detecged dots formng the
step-change part are transforned into respective dot
data each having a size BRATRAGT snmal |l er than a size
of the detected dots formng the step-change part. In
t he i mage- processi ng net hod and appar atus, one of
different transformation nmethods is sel ected
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forming a step-change part of an outline of an image of

5 characters and/or graphics which image is subjected to half-
tone processing are detected, and dots surrounding the
detected dots forming the step-change part are transformed
into respective dot data each having a size that is smaller
than a size of the detected dots forming the step-change part.

10 1In the image~processing method and apparatus, one of different
transformation methods is selected.according to an inclination

of the outline in order to produce the dot data in the

transforming.
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