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(57) Abstract

An improved method for producing an aromatic carbonate by reacting an aromatic hydroxy compound, carbon monoxide and oxygen
in the presence of a catalyst system comprising at least one of palladium or a palladium compound; at least one lead compound; at least one
halide source; and at least one desiccant, wherein the ratio of equivalents of lead co-catalyst relative to equivalents of palladium catalyst
is optimized to increase reaction rate, as well as to allow production of aromatic carbonate in an economically feasible continuous process.




