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i nvention concerns a method fér executing an
application on a conputer where the application is
stored on a portable re-witabl e storage device.
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Summary of the Invention
In a first preferred aspect, there is provided a method for executing an application
on a computer where the application is stored on a portable re-writable storage
30 device, the method comprising:
storing a configuration file in a backup location on the device, the
configuration fite containing information to enable an application stored on the
" device to be executed by the computer,
comparing stored configuration files on the device to identify a
35 corresponding configuration file for the application stored on the device to be

executed by the computer,




35 correspondi ng configuration file for the

application stored on the device to be executed by

the conputer, 2 reading the €orresponding
configuration file to cause the conputer to recognise
that the application was installed on the conputer to
permt the application to be executed by the

conmputer. 5 The step of reading the correspondi ng
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in a second aspect, there is provided a system for executing an application on a

computer where the application is stored on a portable re-writable storage device,
the system comprising:
a configuration file in a backup location on the device, the configuration file
25  containing information to enable an application stored on the device to be executed
by the computer,
an application manager to compare stored configuration files on the device
to identify a corresponding configuration file for the application stored on the device
to be executed by the computer, and to read the corresponding configuration fite to
30 cause the computer to recognise that the application was installed on the computer

to permit the application io be executed by the computer.

In a third aspect, there is provided an application manager for executing an
application on a computer where the application is stored ona portable re-writable
"~ 35 storage device, the application manager comprising:




In a third aspect, there is provided an application
manager for executing an application on a conputer
where the application is storéd on a portable
re-witable 35 storage device, the application

manager conprising: 3 an installation nodule to store
a configuration file in a backup |ocation on the
device, the configuration file containing infornmation
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Figure 2 is a process flow diagramof a nethod of
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‘Detailed Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 and the following discussion are intended to provide a brief, general
description of a suitable computing environment in which the present invention may
be implemenied. Although not required, the invention will be described in the
30  general context of computer-executable instructions, such as program modules,
being executed by a computer such as a personal computer, laptop computer,
notebook computer, tablet computer, PDA and the like. Generally, program
modules include routines, programs, characters, components, data structures, that
perform particular tasks or implement particular abstract data types. As those
35  skilled in the art will appreciate, the invention may be practiced with other computer
system corfigurations, including hand-held devices, multiprocessor systems,

microprocessor-based or programmable consumer electronics, network PCs,




30 general context of conputer-executable
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Installation Module




Modul e 22 and Program C osi ng Mbdul e 23. 15
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removable drive, the information necessary to start the software application 30 is
read from the configuration file 25.
2. The corresponding MSI package that is found is edited for properties like

5  install focation 24, license key, etc.

3. The software application 30 is repaired on the new computer 40 on first

_ use either by launching the software application 30 directly or by opening a file that
corresponds to the application’s data document types. |




application 30. The Program Execution Mddul e 22 then
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the new compuier 40 by removing the update of the registry that was made. The

35  root directory is renamed 63 on the portable storage device 15 is renamed back to

its original name.




In a typical scenario, a user may install 50 the
software application 30 on a primary 15 conputer
initially. This is optional, ds the user may avoid
doing so and install it directly onto the portable
storage device 15. The portable storage device 15 is
connected to the primary conputer and the renopvabl e
drive for the portable storage device 15 is detected
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| aunched 59. 30 Next, the user finishes working with
the software application 30 and decides to close 60
it. The application manager 20 detects the closing of
the software application 30 and renanes 61 the root
directory for the software application 30 on the
portabl e storage device 15. The software application
30 is uninstalled 62 from the new conputer 40 by
renovi ng the update of the registry that was made. The
35 root directory is renaned 63 on the portable
storage device 15 is renaned back to its origina
nanme. 7 Although a flash drive has been described, it
I's envisaged that other portable storage devices 15
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card, or Menory Stick. 5 Although the application
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in the art that nunmerous variations and/ or




nodi fications may be made to the invention as shown in
the specific enbodi nents 10 w thout departing from
the scope or spirit of the inv¥ention as broadly

descri bed. The present enbodi nents are, therefore, to
be considered in all respects illustrative and not
restrictive. J 8 WE CLAIM 1. A nethod for executing
an application on a conputer where the application is
st or &F 8kAM:port abl e re-writabl e storage device, the
met hod conprising: 5 storing a configuration file in a

backyp logation.on the device, the conf ation f]
cont A1 ni & MR RS B RN e SopHeLdbTe kegpolatr
on t Feestoretben Trortable rewrirlde sibrede tyvicebe metipd t@nprising:

cenparing st%ﬁﬂbr %dc&]f?@jrétQH rd iy fbéék@ﬁ I%tr(‘im%ndﬁg ' &é@l(té Othe

|dent|f§ . corresgon i ng configuration
appl PEERyaiPnstig Feeiynd A auo; o Eable (78 apfbca@%émeeoorbyhe
t he denqeud be execeeadibybe tdneputsnr r espondi ng confi guration

file to cayzestde t&@&‘pcfbﬁwgéurétﬁn ﬁlSsCocQP'tﬁee ik Ih‘?dentify a

application was ins uter to
t he CUHPIEARE | oRfiguEstipne file et tﬁ\@eafpwt'ftrh aloged rmutherdev'% tg be
The smtcitedbpbeosmiiurg, to claim 1, wherein the step of

conpr | Ses taind B ESABRAAG, AU Bl et T cqmpuer o
corrp[?@'&“’SSSihﬁfgfflGh@ﬁh‘Fﬁﬁ@? mesi pstalisdoeredha gompider to permit the

conf bgplizabh RbefckéRicd By thERempREHhOd according to claim
1, wherein the application is installed on 20 the

deV| ce by an installer package in the formof an M
£il e2 4. Thee methol catcadiooridi asgmt 6 whaeim e stapr bhesading the

co npédrr%b;ﬂﬂdah@ &rﬁbtﬁﬁ%n ﬂife comﬁllls%§ th@gtetp Q?u;ﬁﬁ@rlld r@@%t. ys on the

renami acku gcat | on .on evi ce
to a??&lpﬁE’F ”?WE ‘"f%at'P%ﬁtBWr‘fbthgﬁ%‘ fgBeiondits- r egi stry
keys fromthe conputer; and renam ng the anot her nane

tot :?' € nNaffe r%thfsdqgcc%fﬁb Ygp cllaﬂp @t \kl%'r]em ﬁfe % Q Cfl%talled on

accordlngcto claim 1, wherein e stora
Hevi the device by ap fngtafier gpgkage '”ﬁ@rf?’&b‘l’fé‘“w Hedi sk dri ve SD
card, or Menory Stick. 30

4, The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of:
closing the application;
renaming the name of the backup location on the device to another name;
25 removing the updated registry keys from the computer; and

renaming the another name to the name of the backup location.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the portable storage devicé is a
flash drive, portable hard disk drive, SD card, or Memory Stick.
30
6. A system for executing an application on a computer where the application
is stored on a portable re-writable storage device, the system comprising:
a configuration file in a backup location on the device, the configuration file
containing information to enable an appiication stored on the device to be executed
: _35 by the computer,
an application manager to compare stored configuration files on the device

to identify a corresponding configuration file for the application stored on the device




6. A systemfor executing an application on a conputer
where the application is stored on a portable
re-writable storage device, tHe systemconprising: a
configuration file in a backup |ocation on the device,
the configuration file containing information to
enabl e an application stored on the device to be
executed 35 by the conmputer, an application nanager

to cé‘?‘r’?ﬁa‘?"@c%?cbqyéhe %Wieglﬁnafq re6ad the IC@Sese?ﬂdtfﬁ@O'ﬁf@wa&@ fite to

to i darsbltﬁeytoa;pc@ftbeﬁdagﬂgb thgh tmbbhc@tﬁrahasquﬁbtéubdﬂ 6n fhetorhh\Rer
appll be executed by

{
the & "!n?%?'e app'ﬁglopg 0 b e&a“? yg%%'?ogg)ﬁ%ﬁdl ng
conflguratlon file to cause the conputer to recogni se

t hat 7t he ap rab;maaroh %n@@e‘; fdr RedAlideh éyanéah&] &pmp%rer whére
pern1t t he ﬁﬁ |cqﬁfon to e execut ed uter
C

5 7 th'&napglﬁﬁ '31‘3 0 WeAR Ief 87 wrn@?@cﬁ?rp%degﬁecthe application
appl meaageospngmisiag:conput er where the application is
stored on,QiRQfidi Qle%duI@ ToV\gtbrE %%ﬁrg%Fa‘H&?ﬁ@ rF?Kécﬁ:(@p Iot:g{%n on

application nanager conpri sing:

noduf& 4e¥ice iy éOfé'gwa?ﬂﬂu i pontainipg fﬂrqrreafPﬁ t% efaRi g application
lioc attored onthe detiee Weeiereutet be the@bhp@er ation file

oo 2" o plofel BRELRN o QuEIE Bl oLl BRB chiblaBdh ickCon tre
pr oggglllppég(lgwlfw q)q.prrﬁmm@g gqﬁaﬂ%qxﬂgafﬂ@ f@;ttl@ﬁ— Qp@hcatlon stored on the

conf dgiteatol @8 &ick@sd ay fiHae corﬁlﬁ}(érc Qan& 0t0| gt thBYGcﬁrespondlng

corr C nf| uratlon |Ie

st or(g%% IOHq'le ot FeVi ce % PRI, 42 ?%’8”'5?/%} ﬂ@? ﬁ?ﬁiﬁt gp wes

&hd inglalied g0 thelvempuier e pprovidharprlication tp de pxaciied by fhe gormter.

cause the conputer to recogni se that the application

was talled on the conputer t

appl! catl ?ﬁ%mﬁig%ﬁ?%dq%9mpﬁ %ﬁﬁu?ewhme@ therpgogram

appl exeattico rqueﬂa agdatinggegstyi kegs bo the adnmuer uveihe tiel infotrination

Pr 0g4&aY infRECHEd PRl € updating registry keys on

t he conputer using the information stored in the
nfiguration file. 20 9. The application manager

acco?.di ngrHeoamgliedtion imarfagsrt bebrdbgmpr clsiing, durthprr egh@¥ing a

cl osj, arﬁ%ggihi n’{ggulg ltcfégse th@aﬁ:ﬂ@a’tr%ﬁ %%g% thé ﬁ%]ﬁggf tB%' ﬁackup

namne 1 on on

| néocﬁﬂfthae ﬁ?f@eda anrtiad neragyirepoYp ﬂkeewaneﬂ araistrM keys from the
c ONpistnphter; andtreh&hatie ahdtberabt kethe RaNEofIR ﬁabﬁjpnﬁﬁﬁorﬂf

t he backup | ocation..




