Met hods and Systens for Uploading Media Files to Media Hosts

DESCRI PTI ON Technical Field [1] Methods and systens are
descri bed which relate to uploading one or nore nedia files from one
jurisdiction to nedia hosts in another jurisdiction. Background

[2] In recent years, there has been an explosion in the nunber and
type of nedia hosting websites. One type of nedia hosti ng site

i ncl udes soci al - networking sites such as Facebook

(wwv. f acebook. MethodspndSystemsfar Unleading Medja F'%%M@'a Hosts
(www. badoo. com), and Twitter @(ww.twitter.con), anong many ot hers.
Anot her type of media hosting site includes purely content posting
and/ or sharing sites, for exanple YouTube EVWWV yout ube. com,
Shutterfly O (www. shutterfly.com B ucket @

(www. phot obucket.com, anmong ot hers. Nunerous ot her types and

cat egor ilechaicatddeld hosting sites exist as well, addressing the
particul ar tastes and other characteristics of internet users.

[3] The boom[hon]mefiehddsahd gysteinesarb@RsoeddRBiehIrkiatd ROudIOading one or
internet. In addition to traditional nmedia hosting websites that

Users NMyorRGRESS fYé@fré\*nRﬁfe%Qﬂ@diw%ﬂ%@ﬂle HRIRES Incarl ket | Gfﬁ’édlétﬁfh“ ons
have been devel oped for nobile conmunications devices, such

cel | ul arBéggﬁgaﬁaes and personal digital assistants, that al I ow users

tgdpost m medi a content using such devi ces. o f [ 4]
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to digita {ladla hosting websites. One type of media hosting site includes social-networking

sites such as Facebook ® (www.facebook.com), MySpace ® (www.myspace.com),
Badoo ® (www.badoo.com), and Twitter ® (www.twitter.com), among many others.
Ancther type of media hosting site includes purely content posting and/or sharing
sites, for example YouTube ® (www.youtube.com), Shutterfly ® (www.sﬁutterfly.com),
and Photobucket ® (www.photobucket.com), among others. Numerous other types
and categories of media hosting sites exist as well, addressing the particular tastes
and other characteristics of internet users.

[003] The boom in media hosting sites has not been limited to the internet. In
addition to traditional media hosting websites that users may access via a personal
computer, specialized applications have been developed for mobile communications
devices, such as cellular telephones and personal digital assistants, that allow users to
post and view media content using such devices.

[004] Additionally, a growing number of devices are capable of creating

media content to be posted to media hosts. From cellular telephones, to digital



caneras, to portable voice recorders, to personal conputers, and
beyond - nedia content can be created al nost anywhere with

i nnuner abl e types of devices. [5] The rise in popularity of
medi a hosting sites marks a significant shift in internet behavior.
Prior to the proliferation of nedia hosting sites, nost internet
behavi or invol ved downl oadi ng content fromwebsites to users. Users,
for exanple, would d | gad the content of websites as_they navigated
the int &an@r?s,&emgff%m gecodglaoto RErsPRA FeMPUts. athbeydsl - Befieyed
and save themon their personal conputer; or downl oad prograns to run
on t hei rcoptan gaabecsaptedaimopianywheie wik ighownerabletyprs of dewees.of
medi a hosting sites, uploading content fromusers to websites and

ot her net wor k@@b]l odaeirsesn papulaeitioofenadiadrostingpites anarksca sjgmifisant sHift in
i nternet behavior as well. Users now frequently upl oad audi o, video,

i mage, prtegretimehandr.oPHer tot thpgsolifératihes niciaradstngsisls| MYsBinteaet 0
either share with the public or with a restricted group of people, or
si nply fhapiefr fRBMedURvnloading cohfeht rbadivEb$Ralo LRERS 9derk o ERGDIE,
connectivity, such as cable internet and digital subscriber |ine
("DSL") fRMB6hRAY the Bbheimt of REnStEkeEs Hegqﬁ%iéja'ibd fﬁ%ﬁﬁf&ﬁ%eftuaasﬁog{}d
its enphasis on downl oadi ng rather than uploading. Typically, cable
and DSL i.ons: i r : peeds
o user SCORL I BF AR PR of1RY8) 8 sPOE Bn o BeRaa
content, and, hence higher demand for higher upl oad speeds h

compar alP0Bs PedernEAR paeS e pe SR uMGE Re ] CaBBUR ABHLwh the

[7] In recent. years, oPticaI_f%ber internet connectivity has been .
repl aci HOVBYPRe pARbET ehRIRER hosting sitgs. wplpadindcopient fiag wiary ta websites
| ong distance internet connections. Gadually, fiber began to be

i nst al | @dejber retyodied lgcatipnshashnaese ayery BNt cermpanefaf ifernet
nei ghbor hood or curb, and the last stretch of the connection - to the
user's hemavior gemfell: Wesus dowdradusntlyuptoaddiudimnidecs oppge, program, and
Eventual Iy, fiber began to be installed right into users' hones -

al so caldtiest typedeffileotd medromesting"dtES Y kithérshdpendthithe pliblicldtvitiaa t he
significant increase in upload speeds conpared to cable internet and

DSL. restricted group of people, or simply for personal use.

[006] Traditional forms of internet connectivity, such as cable internet and
digital subscriber line (“DSL") connections, reflect the older trends in internet usage
and its emphasis on downloading rather than uploading. Typically, cable and DSL
connections offered higher download speeds than upload speeds to users. Absent
strong demand from users for uploading media content, and hence higher demand for
higher upload speeds, the comparatively slower upload speeds were generally
acceptable.

[007] Inrecent years, optical fiber internet connectivity has been replacing
copper cable connectivity. At first, fiber was only used in long distance internet

connections. Gradually, fiber began to be installed ever closer to users’ homes, for



[8] Despite the increased upl oad speeds that FTTH has yi el ded,
however, there are still significant problens relating to the

upl oading of nedia files to nedia hosts. Uploading |large nedia files
over long distances - for exanple between different jurisdictions -
can be costly, burdensome on network bandw dth, and tinme-consum ng
for users. [9] For exanple, in Singapore, which has a |arge
Engl i sh-speaki ng popul atjon, there is a trenmendous, and gromﬁn%J
demand fORMRY EXAIUSET FrEBIGRDPINOSY areulRIR tBE I95tstretabridhe cprpeqtien -ita
the United States. In particul ar, Facebook ﬁr), Li nkedln C), and

Twi tter the }Jsafr’%hwgutsaﬁ‘ ~ el cosistoofdraskifipniaheepnes witgs deentuglly, fiber

Si ngapore, and they have servers located in the United States. In

or der t dagphdadednstaledirightfiniceusers’ dronessnglse calléditfiper ta thedhdmé'e“FTTid").
these three different nedia hosts, a user in Singapore would have to
upl oad tdvee kenksfit of IFTEH was dehsigrifisatidncrense af uslbad Bpeedhedmpdiadso cabe
sane | arge video file would pass over the | ong distance internet
connect ijgrhetangensiSi ngapore and the United States three tines.

[ 10] Each transfer of data is costly, utilizes a significant anmount

f bandw dth, d : I fin bl FRBT |
of bandw dt hg 50%3“?@#‘%@%%?3'8@%5& tht FEFH RQE v ,h%iwr(]ever,

transferring a abyte fi pore to a nedi'a host

the Unti t : I ' The .r i .
*bot t1 erfidie-rB s sERMERL rsRinle elahd B he IRICHEAS pliBfulerBs® Ko
consuners ., and servi ce provi.ders, not to ntion_other |nternet ers
o’ sharBstnapPAfing BRiRPiTc ofbinid dEEooST i etample bEhEn dRSteR
Mai ne wanted to upload a nedia file to six different media hosts with
ser ver s Jynisdigdions g canPesretivaRIdrge@Re anHeetywers bagsiidthnane time-epneertieg

t he sane redundant, costly, burdensome, and tinme-consunm ng process.
These prfoblgers. will only becone exacerbated in the future, as the
quality, and hence file size, of nmedia files continues to grow, the

nunber and t ypeojof FeedkampRsir Bthgapbes wiidH hagie sarbe Bnalisieapeakiagd t he
nunber of internet users around the world continues to multiply.
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websites with servers located in the United States. In particular, Facebook ®, LinkedIn
®, and Twitter ® are popular media hosts among internet users in Singapore, and they
have servers located in the United States. In order to upload one media file - for
example a large video file - to these three different media hosts, a user in Singapore
would have to upload the video file to each website, one after the other. Thus, the
same large video file would pass over the long distance internet connection between
Singapore and the United States three times.

[010] Each transfer of data is costly, utilizes a significant amount of bandwidth,
and take a substantial amount of time. For example, transferring a 150 megabyte file

from Singapore to a media host in the Untied States may take more than half an hour.

The resulting “bottleneck” in fransfers of media files is undesirable for both consumers



plurality of media hosts is disclosed, conprising receiving a nedia
file fromthe user at a first server in a first jurisdiction over a
first conmuni cations channel having a first bandw dth; receiving
instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to a
plurality of nmedia hosts; transmtting the nedia file to a second
server in a second jurisdiction over a second comruni cati ons channel
having a second bandwi dth; and transmtting the nedia file fromthe
second s¥Y\A&EVicg Praddeysypal torpeiiomethprintrraetussrs whonshage the finite
comruni cations channels having third bandwi dths in accordance with
t he i nsthandwidthsyithiherusien Siraildrly; #fta beerdniViitite wentedds uphead a redsefilerid
and third bandw dt hs. [12] I n other enbodinents, a systemfor
t ransm tdix diffesdre chedianostreditasénvers ia Californizoared Washiigtéry, toé usediveuld
hosts is disclosed, conprising a first server in a first
j uri sdi ddveno uniieejd ®iengins Rstuadhiht, Sbsthg MRERRRbnie) nd &RI-YoinAngedi a
file fromthe user over a first comuni cations channel having a first
bandw dt d LM if [
tho Usel Pors RS ROOen RN belhe SRECHEHG NS LG, A Iq 42Ty
and a s r LN R Sl GE Lch I Li.d
E‘aﬁa’}?em%% fi{& Size aﬁwgg%ﬂ% gb‘@tlhﬁ%'s]&& gﬁ@mﬁb ﬁur 1 Hﬁ@?e 8¢ IInBHi%

conponen for recelvih r serv over
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hosts over third co%ni cations channels having third bandwi dths in

accor darfPBtiNieHia ME PNt r uct i ons: wherein the first bandwidth is |ess
than the second and third bandw dt hs. [ 13] Various ot her
enbodi nents are disclosed as well. It is to be understood that both

t he foregoi ng general description and the follow ng detail ed
description are exenplary and expl a3dMMARYN y and are not
restrictive of the invention, as clained. [ 14] The acconpanyi ng
drawi ngs, whi@tllar e i néamptircat &fdransathidg etetdtonicunedia fiam ta wfer tdas
specification, illustrate exenplary enbodi nents of the invention and

t oget herplwality dftedie H©6isnb idistlosea! ¥6mbAsiAYg PEEiVIng Bemedibiitd fbesthefuskbhat

i nvention.

a first server in a first jurisdiction over a first communications channel having a first
bandwidth; receiving instructions from the user for providing the media file to a plurality
of media hosts; transmitting the media file to a second server in a second jurisdiction
over a second communications channel having a second bandwidth; and transmitting
the media file from the second server to the plurality of media hosts over third
communications channels having third bandwidths in accordance with the instructions;
wherein the first bandwidth is less than the second and third bandwidths.

[012] In other embodiments, a system for transmitting electronic media
from a user to a plurality of media hosts is disclosed, comprising a first server in a first

jurisdiction, which comprises a first component for receiving a media file from the user

over a first communications channel having a first bandwidth, and a second



BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS [15] Figure 1 is a flowchart
depicting, in general terns, one exenplary enbodi nent of a process of
upl oading one or nore nedia files fromone jurisdiction to another

jurisdiction. [16] Figure 2 is a depiction of one exenplary
enbodi ment of a process of uploading one or nore nedia files from one
jurisdiction to another jurisdiction. [17] Figure 3 is a

fl owchart depic eneral terns, one exenpl ary epbodi nrent of a
process MR ilqrgﬁge'giﬁ iiructiogs fo8i e Lﬁﬁ”f‘ffé”%ﬁ@&dh%@%ﬁ'a fedp 2
files, and upl oadi ng one or nore nedia files to a server in a first

j uri sdi dlurghty of media hostsy apg @ﬁeé:omd@n@r@épwpo@%mﬁd@hoawﬁh egyprises
user interface for allowing the user to identify one or nore nedi a
files ta@bhérduompuent famdceviogdhne media filedian tlustisst serveeoeinesddond
media files. [19] Figure 5 is a depiction of an exenplary user
i nt er f ac®nirnuniabiiavd clgarinkebhaving atsecodé biahiwidinearar a fourd conspehent fars

to be upl oaded, and one or nore nedia hosts to receive the one or

nmor e Musighshiiltifg the media file to the plurality of media hosts over third communications
channels having third bandwidths in accordance with the instructions; wherein the first
bandwidth is less than the second and third bandwidths.

[013] Various other embodiments are disclosed as well. ltis to be
understood that both the foregoing general description and the following detailed
description are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.

[014] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a

part of this specification, illustrate exemplary embodiments of the invention and

together with the description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[015] Figure 1 is a flowchart depicting, in general terms, one exemplary
embodiment of a process of uploading one or more media files from one jurisdiction to
another jurisdiction.

[016] Figure 2 is a depiction of one exemplary embodiment of a process of

uploading one or more media files from one jurisdiction to another jurisdiction.



[20] Figure 6 is a depiction of an exenplary user interface for
allowing the user to drag and drop one or nore nedia files into
fields associated with one or nore nedia hosts. [21] Figure 7
is a depiction of an exenplary system and/or nmethod for transmtting
one or nore nedia files froma first server in a first jurisdiction
to a second server in a second jurisdiction. [22] Figure 8 is
a depiction ﬁé ﬁn g;enplary stem and/or nmethod for transmtting a
hila

media file f BRAP s & YRWChas! GrRiCHIY. Hbgensraliermaotasexemplary

[23] Figure 9 is a depiction of an exenplary system and/or nethod for

upl oadi Rjnkedigenhof a progese of Hisdalling seftwareitemssist b beswrasding ofynpdiaifies,

by passing the nedia file through a third jurisdiction. [ 24]

Fi gur e Jhd yplaadispiooticomate raediexisemiosa yerver ista Bist jusisdiaztion.exenpl ary

conponents that the first server may contain or be in conmunication

with. [25] FOt8Ire Fidurest is addgpictionost 20f examslagnidarinteFacofit 6wl the

and exenpl ary conponents that the second server may contain or be in

comuni Gadet eidentity. orfdbdrhbiDMEERGRESTd 88luploaded, and one or more media hosts
o receive the media files.

[019] Figure 5 is a depiction of an exemplary user interface for allowing the
user to identify one or more music files to be uploaded, and one or more media hosts
to receive the one or more music files.

[020] Figure 6 is a depiction of an exemplary user interface for allowing the
user to drag and drop one or more media files into fields associated with one or more
media hosts.

[021] Figure 7 is a depiction of an exemplary system and/or method for
transmitting one or more media files from a first server in a first jurisdiction fo a second
server in a second jurisdiction.

[022] Figure 8 is a depiction of an exemplary system and/or method for
transmitting a media file from a second server to one or more media hosts.

[023] Figure 9 is a depiction of an exemplary system and/or method for
uploading a media file from one jurisdiction to a second jurisdiction by passing the
media file through a third jurisdiction.

[024] Figure 10 is a depiction of an exemplary first server and exemplary

compaonents that the first server may contain or be in communication with.



[26] Reference will now be nade in detail to the exenplary

enbodi nents, exanples of which are illustrated in the acconpanying
drawi ngs. \Werever convenient, the sane reference nunbers wll be
used t hroughout the drawings to refer to the sane or |ike parts.

[27] Figure 1 represents a flowchart depicting, in general terns, one
exenpl ary embodi nent of a process 100 of uploading one or nore nedia
files fromo urisdiction to anpth uris |ct|on I n sone

erbodi rent 5. (756 e 0UB0 B G TR B ar LT Y OSBRSSy
file froma user at a first server in a first jurisdiction over a
conmuni mwn&nmme $REANAFEAVEN maY coRtal P dichin qammugicaiigrhwith.

instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to a
plurality of media hosts may EéTlﬁibEQ@gSQElET@&p 102. Next, in a
step 103, the nedia file nay be transmitted to a second server in a

second j uri sdo2d]i ofejerenca wilb nowrbecmbde ivs detad ho éHe vsarmpigryeerabodinténts,
bandwi dt h. Then, in a step 104, the nedia file may be transmtted

from t hexxeeqiedobehicararé Alustratedl inrtaé bbyorabar@ey ardwMags WiRkever
comuni cati ons channel s having third bandw dths in accordance with

the userconvbmght, Wi amns. re%?@ﬁb@ﬁumbs&aumwe@wroﬁgﬁeﬁt #k d?é@f‘r@%fto e

is discussed in nore detail bel ow Figure 2 shows

exenpl any PREPR? ke p@nsn tting one or m)re media files froma
user to ﬁ{:Furallty[ of ﬁegdla hosts. As generally shown in Figure 2,

user 201 may nt i ding to f| St seryer
204 over co éhiﬁca[Ff %Lf{gquﬁgﬂ%] “?%@'%H’aﬁé"tggﬂ ”%dﬁ@ﬂ“ﬁ'ﬁaﬂ. e£5§ ONEdi a
file 202 t hen be mtted r .Co ni cations chan hayi n

L secondBaTM ampSmenEOCEprees Jbfar CBBE e che FLef B80S HaRY
server 206, rredla file 202 may be transnitted to plurality of nedia
hosts 20Redyes '%fmﬂmrﬁrtsﬁfﬂtﬁrd%s@ﬁménssomezeméaewws,tm@w%mm@w
conponents depicted in Figure 2 is described in nore detail below.

[ 29] | n Wihe stapbtl erigcsiving @ owska filedram arisgnata firsteoprussii a finktt h a
step 101 of receiving a nedia file froma user at a first server in a
first | yuisstiétion ewer evamrauocicatioms cladrinehbadhgarfest bendwidtha |h iaddition,
bandw dt h. [30] The nedia file 202 nay conprise an audi o,

vi deo, iimstgetions froroganset forgprovitirgithie ohdws fite/toen plliralitdbBmbiiathdieymay
known or hereafter devel oped. In sone enbodi nents, nultiple nedia

files 20 @tei/be isarges YOR R, li’rﬁ?ars@é‘gﬂ(y@d(hétméd"@ffe' 1h8 bé@fava@,ﬁm@ébdto a
| ater upl oaded, and in other enbodinents, nedia 02 of multiple
types mawchRd s6%&k HPE sBboldfiribhichbn aeéefgeo.%%r@&ﬂiohetcﬁanm'h%@f#.ada
second bandwidth. Then, in a step 104, the media file may be transmitted from the
second server to the plurality of media hosts over communications channels having
third bandwidths in accordance with the user’s instructions. Each of these exemplary
steps of process 100 is discussed in more detail below.
[028] Figure 2 shows an exemplary approach to transmitting one or more
media files from a user to a plurality of media hosts. As generally shown in Figure 2,

user 201 may identify media file 202 for uploading to first server 204 over

communications channel having a first bandwidth 203. Media file 202 may then be



[31] The first server 204 nmay conprise a typical server for
fulfilling client requests and sending and receiving data, or a
networ k of conputer devices, such as a content delivery network
("CDN'). The first server 204 may al so be provided by a service
delivery platform ("SDP"), and thereby function as an interface

bet ween users 201 and the provider of the first server 204, allow ng
users 2Q1 to ﬁﬁfntlnﬁ nedra iles 202 B | oad ang Sentrfé medi a
hosts 20%"SEH CYP't é”’ﬁ‘éﬂ’ica iong ehansigh %‘HB PPasand pgRevwidth g5 terpecond
first server 204 may also be simlar to an edge server used in a CDN
ar r angerf€hter %ﬂﬁer@ﬂ%nqcemee kydpsosd seares 286emegdiadile 202ringy bg transmittas

| arge nunbers of users, such that users may comunicate wth an edge
server rtaphuality vhmesimhosis 298ever somntimications chanhals RDFnEash o thees! e.
In sonme enbodi nents, there may be multiple first servers 204 to which
users mexemplargdompdinents degsct2d 2 Figurs @dé desartbedi imemdre detdibioslodhns
may determ ne which first sewer 204 is to receive the nedia files 202

based on facferyg sucborde eavsddidbh®, brstdes d0D.of Pidure i iy begihhatiig efep
and pl anned sewer down tine, anong ot her possible factors.

[32] Inpamt r@é’@hﬂﬂg Ekdia filé‘ﬁ'ofﬂ b ekeSal eY fifst g%ef‘ﬁ‘b’a ARIRIrsBRBh oB8r 4N

communi cation with stor age devi ces, such as disk arrays, tape

|ibrari mrﬁm.b&%ngcgraﬁherﬁgvm@gfﬁétrqgnapv&ﬁta storage equi pment. The

st orage devi ces may orm of a storage area

net wor k, net at: che 0 sim/l|ar .network stora
arrangenent, b%”?‘?{gi ?@%Eaé{e‘i%"é?eaﬁ%a% %ﬁmggﬁg%)r&maﬁn
t he fir server Th stor e devi ces C of storing
the mediile R PR oﬁrﬁﬂrmefe medies gefwdﬁroa\auor%&?ﬂﬁeﬁléoefoeeer JBROBIS
before the nedia files 202 are sent to the second server 206. |In some
enbodi meRkedimgatsyEwiltiple media filgs 29¢\of e sampdyrg May bareeaiyed at Bre firat
communi cation with the first sewer 204, and may be deleted after the
medi a f iseesr20d lagy uplvedad santt intgthehembedioraints enedia fiE36202 of roultiple types
enbodi nents, the nedia files 202 nmay be stored indefinitely on or in

conmuni ceay loa reveived dtghé ifirsttsesar\20d R@dafeouploakgdt er m access by
users. [33] In some enbodi nents, as shown generally in Figure

10, the firs{03igr v&he fift eyt 20amay &mﬁweaypz@ﬂm%ﬁmﬁmmg dliRAt ng

software, receiving, storing, and/or transmtting files, and

comuni ¢a§hdids ¥hd BeRdiRgandaB¥EIVhy data, or a network of computer devices, such as a
content delivery network (“CDN"). The first server 204 may also be provided by a
service delivery platform (“SDP”), and thereby function as an interface between users
201 and the provider of the first server 204, allowing users 201 to identify media files
202 to upload and identify media hosts 208 to which the media files 202 should be
transmitted. The first server 204 may also be similar to an edge server used in a CDN
arrangement, where multiple edge servers are located in proximity to large numbers of
users, such that users may communicate with an edge server rather than

communicate over the internet backbone as a whole. In some embodiments, there

may be multiple first servers 204 to which users may upload media files 202. In such



[ 34] One such conponent nmay be a conponent 1002 for receiving nedia
files froma user or from another server. Conponent 1002 may conprise
one or nore nenories coupled to a processor and appropriate software
for receiving and handling various types of nedia files. In sone
enbodi ments, conponent 1002 may include conpression and/or
deconpression software for conpressing nedia files to be sent to the
second server, or deconpressing nedia files sent fromusers to the
first segplediments, algorifyns mwpt Fripragaviieh Bstserven20istogeceive the media
conponent 1003 for receiving instructions fromthe user for providing
t he medifides 202 basedopfagtals sugchafs anailablermndidtitopioaimeityt to06 Biseryand
simlarly conprise one or nore nenories coupled to a processor and
appr opr i @amnesbsdrvar oo tinree aaiongrghamubgsibtde ésdong t he user's
i nstructions. [36] Other types of conponents may include a
conponent 10Q@3djor I e6@ie\driBoditiches) the filst 88rvand0o mALddnesiseadr ki
(hereinafter "authentication") credentials for the user for the
sof t war e;gnithakitassh @rﬁﬁ%ﬁfra?éﬁ@@i%é,cﬁfch% G5 drald, ahge fi¥aribboptiear for
s. Co t 1004 may

the plurality of nmedia hos nponen conprise one or nore

MEeNor i eﬁaﬁﬁggg%ﬁé?mﬂalpéﬁéﬁst?@%g?%ﬁiﬁp@ﬁoWhieaﬁtttgraggfote\()ﬁreg nfle%{ be arranged

receivi user’'s au ion credentia or the so

interfac r t.h i sts Lo i C he user wants to transm
the r1 a8 1R FirBiate ol AeRrE hetopbark A BfetiSoretBe bl aculdr P
features for protecting.the gnonymty of users and/or the . , i
cont i dertP Py ABESTERtdn WINT Thaiiarage fieyiees aie i corinuhicadien with fhe first
features may include encryption protocols, for instance PG ("prett
good pr iSPAEF304. Arhsnomgseievinas Baybe canablecd stering theanediadiles 202 tha
[37] Additionally, other conponents may include a conponent 1005 for
st ori ng usiees ddit Hplead dathefirst setyenLDabsiase themediefiles 28apoasant toobs
may conprise one or nore nmenories coupled to a processor, and

appr opr issvend sétwea 2661 ¢m ssimeremioppdiments, kltewmedia fles 262 ahaydbe tdmeparadiy’ s
aut henti cation information. [38] A further type of conponent
may i nclgistedancarmensithurdifforf with sset 8éiveg20h anauhhe Beidefdté@after the

credentials of a user with other authentication

media files 202 have been sent to the second server 206. In other embodiments, the
media files 202 may be stored indefinitely on or in communication with the first server
204 for long term access by users.

[033] In some embodiments, as shown generally in Figure 10, the first server
1001 may comprise several components for running software, receiving, storing,
and/or transmitting files, and communicating with other servers.

[034] One such component may be a component 1002 for receiving media
files from a user or from another server. Component 1002 may comprise one or more

memories coupled to a processor and appropriate software for receiving and handling

various types of media files. In some embodiments, component 1002 may include



credentials for the user. For exanple, conponent 1006 may |ink the
user's authentication credentials for a software interface or soft
panel, such as a usernane and password, to the user's authentication
credentials for a plurality of media hosts, such as a usernanme and
password. By such |inking, as discussed further below, the user may
provi de authentication credentials to the software interface or soft
panel and let co ent 1006 lgogically associate themwth th

user's m@ﬁ§$'eagﬁe%féﬁeam¢sa@ $Qfpvargdongampressinggredia diles tﬁcb@tss,ent to
rather than require the user to provide the authentication

cr edent ithe seeend servar, s diegompsessitaimediguiies gentifrors ewersdetibel firat seever.
the user may provide their authentication and/ or authorization
credential s je3%r Arethardypengf cwdpandritinesy bed cvethicaehb$063 foy reddivingt he
files will be uploaded. In other enbodi nents, the user may provide no
aut hent iiestructionafrdirotheansdn o Fraviding theetedihifid ® @apluddiity oPmepiathists
them sinmul taneously with selecting nedia files and nedia hosts to

whi ch t hgorhpbisnt oo rh’@y HiphiRAJeemprRERMRHMR0BcRRY s @BpI8 ¢ ane or
nore nmenories coupled to a processor and software to performthe

f or egoi t of
&'98‘%%%%‘;bﬁﬂ%gpaf’op&'s‘a%a%f?@%f&o@f P g e o t o

t he user; R?madi a file is uploaded and/or posted in the medi a
sites. d%rrpone 1007 may conprise one or nore nmenories coupled to a
processor, oft,ware necessary f receiving an |nd| t hat, a
a1l e nalBecer Faas e caRhrnr T sicholidn Sty 4008 for eedivitg
notification to the éu/ser that the media_file has been upl oaded and/ or
post ed. apifeerticatien ah é’ﬁé“%ﬁ%ﬁ@?ﬁ’“s@%?ﬂﬂ@ﬁers@HF’E‘%F@W%E@E&H@W%fOfthe
di scussed in further detail bel ow 40] It is to be recognized
t hat t he!ser fastthe seffsarelioterfagedridler audhenticatien crasienpiasdor hediser faritag)
above may be inplenmented in other configurations as well. Such

conf i gurdirablyf megdia hobisd CatnporerdritO0dmayn gemprise oné oneope imesnories
processors, and software, different coupling between the different
conponenbpspledddid provassar @mpappndsriatasdftwhid for aédeing thesestsadutivaitication
rat her than one single server. [41] Wth reference to Figure

2, the foréddntialty fob tHecédiavaraBitelaca ahaRath®medmn RS tdivhithitRe UBEr WSRE
201 such that, when conpared to the |ocati on(s) of the rredl a hosts

208, it g %rahgmithﬁe AP [MisBiid éMbé&g&Jﬁ‘fﬁ o%@ﬁt ﬂﬁm sé ur&,E

user 201 was | ocated I n France osts
Gt or e AR bRutliiie L%?@Wk%é‘ah%'% ocaﬁ'%eﬁ%ﬁ&héf NSErSnce

The sane form of ative 0_ap to two.l ocati

wi thin CRETENE %@R?Worﬁgr %E‘tssﬁe@ﬂ?%u Ssmewfq'%q? AR
201 was _l ocat ed |“OI‘I the dia hosts 208 were | ocated in
Gai 1 or APBRSRCRRLS (PrDad pOBcHs aMoBE e oK RIS Shatisy atures.
nmedi a hosts 208 were | ocated in Pennsyl vania. In sonme enbodi nents,
the first jul@¥di bdrisienaty ateercieampanests Fay ingludna cogpesept 1005 for
comuni cati ons channel s between it and the second jurisdiction. For
exanpl e storing the atigraniivatien credentialad dhe betrvdompenentt!ad5 Geayr cpraprisenohe
Washi ngton, DC, was a high bandw dth, high volune optical fiber
connect ioomorsusémasesiooluplee toatprocassbnramd ddprepriaie sCRwag @r steingdnae
considered a first jurisdiction with respect to Washington, DC. A

si m | ar dleiig refrfsviaPofig (er's audmicasPRedrniadiohhe comuni cati ons
channel between | ocations within the sane state, or locations in

di fferent coysdd)i @Sfurther type of component may include a component 1006 for

associating the authentication credentials of a user with other authentication

10



[42] The comuni cations channel having a first bandw dth 203 may
refer to the internet connection by which the user 201 accesses the
internet. As such, it may carry fewer user connections than a |ong
di stance, high volunme comuni cati ons channel such as an internet
backbone, a "long haul™ connection, or an "internet trunk."

Conmuni cati ons channel 203 may al so be characterized by the
directioqg%%t% qf Ehe media files 202 it carries. For exanple, from
the per SRR ToF thewuser; For exampls. copponeBhiiff @ayiliphihe Henfel 203
may be the communi cations channel that carries nedia files 202 to the
first sénthentigation giedeptialnier 2 peftwaieiniariageicsneft dranheuch rae usararee
nmedia files 202 fromthe first server 204. Additionally,

comuni éadipasswordiriadhe 203’ saythhuticatiantopeddntikefdna giuralitywd mediahostae
total bandw dth of high bandw dth, high volume comuni cati ons

channel suuked & usespamecind pesse@ns.t Blyweoh linkihgoakdisofisddaefuithéetsslow, the
such as an internet backbone or the like. An exanple of the

conmuni ekt fiayqrevitelaulretitiostich Eiddshtifians ek divila iMBifabe oPsdpahel O4ind
regi onal internet connection, which would in turn be connected to an

I nt er netigtRpkRMRAL 9004 !Brgiédll gasggeé%Nté‘ R ARER thd &sér@SaJtﬁérﬁFcaﬁSﬁ xelﬁirge%ﬁéxs

was arranged as or simiar , One Oor nore eage servers

i m : j : fi 4. Th
o110 58 AASA B, ARG 08 B P R T
o et SRR LA BB o i o g, e

("GPRS"). In a GPRE rrangenent,. for jnstance, users of 2G aor 3G
cel | Ul atispeMeyrEndde R adbestcation andaradamiation sredritiafsasloms gplecting
accordingly the GPRS may constitute comunications channel 203.
[043] |/ lesAansnedia osts iewhiskithe filesl) beaipirasiede da olfiarienausidimants,
for identifying one or nore nedia files 202 to upl oad and one or nore
medi a hdhe ys@0Bay pravide ho Bothemticalion ard/medithofizaten @edentds akxhiopl e,
as shown in Figure 3, in a step 301 the user may downl oad and i nst al
sof t war @raviéd thenh einsultameocuslgwithosel edtiegt mowidifiled ahdmeaidhostdit@whivbtibe
to which the nedia files may be transmtted. In a step 302, the user

may confiieguwie behglsadddraCembbhent F0DB @by $6fpris@dak or hidre eX&HBIEs cdpled
providing the user's authentication credentials, by selecting one or

mor e gr @l RigheSesabr BREsBfthasd & pdorkythelthRigollAlActidds. & step 303 the
user nmay identify one or nore nedia files™to be uploaded to one or
nore nedia h : : : ' t
medi a hosts mfdcﬁd@ﬂiﬁ’ﬁagﬁﬁgéﬁ%@ﬁg%ﬁ%ﬂ ﬂ@;'e*é‘%%%}e ?tﬁ{]g&@%@p
305, th A . , re nedia files to the first
ser ver . 1007 % Bl & ARuTR G 4B Pt ik BRTa P80 kBl by
t he user .bﬁ1rennteL§§?§ﬁcutable, §ther t han executabl e on the
user's POREHIBING BIRHI] FtRS- ¢ %mBQB‘?mnjé{p nBeY 6eMPEGE PPE T P18 ST BRERF
and install the software on the user's conputer. For exanple, the
sof t war €0HRIgH d0 ARToeRsSOReand saftwarenasessaly T¢iregeiyinovasy indisation hat &t es
in communication with the first server. Using a conputer or nobile
comuni ;adiafile hEsbesn uplhaded and/ienpodiedadndsending aawiificationrtorine ebgr that
executed software and thereby performthe steps described above.

the media file has been uploaded and/or posted. The creation and transmission of

such notifications is discussed in further detail below.
[040] Iitis to be recognized that the first server 1001 and its constituent

components described above may be implemented in other configurations as well.
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[45] In sone enbodi nents, the software may be downl oaded and
installed, or utilized w thout downl oading and installing, on a

nobi | e device. For exanple, the user may access the software on a
cellular tel ephone, a personal digital assistant, or any other type
of portabl e conmunications device. [46] In some enbodi nments,
the software accessed by the user may include a user interface or
soft pa for identifyin iles and nmedi a hosts.  An exenpl ary
sof t war gsett@eqon 'ﬁtl@tlpaéén%?mg@ﬂ@ % ENt ABRNGLNIHS R MW eFu PEOCESSqMReaNd
user interface or soft panel 400 may conprise a |listing 401 of the

di f f er erfOfiApRdilferenteoupling kedwass Hie diffecenhicemppnentgsadditional semponents,
enbodi nents, listing 401 represents the nedia files stored on the
user's cndpdiizatior obsevend|serdusirather thanotrieesingletsedierent s, |isting 401
represents the nedia files stored renotely for the user, for exanple
on the first [048weWith refeishoeag Figlewi2c thd firstjonstitiioraiiagmhen deatitiein
first sewer. The user interface or soft panel 400 nay al so conprise a

li sting A#63nfty toeek BséroFd1Ssiich that, Q/!v”héifébrﬁpér'eb% e cREoB] SRHBMedia
Li sting 402 may be popul ated by the user, may be pre-popul ated by the

desi gnerafs S0t S8k MY SarRE vRA h/ 290! us%ﬂ)@m OFOF‘EXarhEIealle?éTH %‘;‘%010\933

of both the user's choice and t designer”s choic

some empodl i %ran%a gﬁ&%'@&l&%ﬁt& 56? 1o R/li}FdhgtH %sgr gla%eff{/&g pjﬁﬁod

interface or so aheél

of nmedig.file i,Stin 1 of f er ent f.. medi

associ aﬁ@% vﬁdt'%%EI eé‘)&s"&?req%‘éﬁ(’%sﬁﬂn 9@* r@?v@’ﬁ ft%@@*%ﬁ%“%‘r%@%bﬁé‘ﬁ??aeﬂon
may then allow the yser to_see of the nedia files of that ty
associ atMl Fancend heseams fora p ﬂ@tH@ rrgdMityyReld 3159 8pplyds tee IoRedpas
files may al so be selected, and thereby allow the user to access

si mi | ar Within fheggame caeirg fer instansecisraituption whese tlypuseii2Qfeuns ldcatest in
[48] In further enbodi nents, as generally depicted in Figure 6, the
user i ntFéwﬁCta:@?d)thesdeiaﬁm 208 gvara Jogatebiontalttbrmia) o8 wheire theouser@01 was
nore fields 405, 406, 407 representing nmedia hosts in which the user
may pl adecatel it Newerark eindrtedineedia lhestst208ogergiboatdd dn P?éhﬁsylﬁiﬁﬁé.i fri sdrfie
may be logically associated with the nedia files (on the user's

conput efenfoddehi3e tHELMYRt jurisdietibn hitbd BfardserizéRyy MY §paseéfassi gn the
identifier, and thereby cause the nedia file associated with the

identif 'c%hrﬁ@m@@tuﬂff‘sc&%%@ls t%iﬂrbéﬁht' £ th@rse%ﬁ‘dl Riis8ictdn. FBr ?%FﬁElﬁ,elf the

enbodi ments, the user interface or soft panel 400 nmay displa

i dentif 'c%ﬁﬁnﬁrﬂcéﬁlﬁnsué%rnn@fsbét%%ﬁ ARREE B9 ah 8 v AR Goh) DESwas a high

bandwidth, high volume optical fiber connection, such as an internet backbone,
Atlanta, Georgia, could be considered a first jurisdiction with respect to Washington,
DC. A similar relationship may exist with respect to the communications channel
between locations within the same state, or locations in different countries.

[042] The communications channel having a first bandwidth 203 may refer to
the internet connection by which the user 201 accesses the internet. As such, it may
carry fewer user connections than a long distance, high volume communications

channel such as an internet backbone, a “long haul” connection, or an “internet trunk.”
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[49] In the exanple shown in Figure 6, fields 405, 406, 407 for three
medi a hosts are displayed. The user may select identifiers of nedia
files - for exanple nusic files - fromthe listing 404 and pl ace t hem
inthe fields in accordance with the user's w shes. To place the
identifiers in the fields, in sonme enbodi nents the user may drag and
drop the identifiers, assert a button provided in the user interface
or soft anel 400 that is associated with the identifiers

ot her mgwnicetinRs ghannel 203 may sisp hechaspetedagbiy mwgecﬂenetiés%/ theoo

may then continue with a step 102, as generally depicted in Figure 1,
in whi chmedistilex202iisaries. rarsxample,fam theeperspectivierof gheliredisaryer R84,
one or nore nedia files to one or nore nedia hosts. For exanple, wth
r ef er encmntirouRicglions éarniet 203 eray2td theagommbenicafignsachassbtHareatriesfmedia
audi o, video, image, program and other files, and provide

i nst r uctfilens02 &y thefireeskinagr 201 Mather teint thkcoftimicitisisschaBBelt that carkies
user 201 selects. As di scussed above, in sone enbodi nents the user

201 may eyl madoentomhbardt toldrvE4e, AdeéHdl!S/' &S SRhicARbSs &mtnen 03
not dovvnl oaded to the user's 201 conputer, théreby permtting t

user gﬁgg;

provi de tﬁyhﬁg‘%?gb%yfjes lggr ol t@?@Q?tﬁggﬁ\NNQ%%ﬁgég%ah@Nm ess
100 may

Figure 2o EBREattns o ﬁ%%‘h%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁnﬁézﬁé%tté@eeﬁ&%ﬁ%&@tte
server i.n econd juri over i cations annel havin

= secondMsHer s oh riemat bIAE g SRS Ansemiis of Gedgrumincatoh
jurisdiction is typically not |ocated in proximty to the user. As
depi ct ecFrtﬂH“?'H@V@)&ﬁﬁ'r%trR@nFiMQiB@Pétm%hbﬁﬁ 'W@I@Wéeg'onft"dfﬂtem@éﬁﬁﬂeedloﬂs
the user 201 is located in Ireland and the nmedia hosts to which the
user war¥Rich woupsl inddrrieelcenmedted tyae inteet backhonetas the like dFStinstesce, if
second server 206 would typically be located in the United States

rat her tthafirdtsenes28ddvasSamahgad gs or $intilaetas @DN0dne ar horatdge servers in
Massachusetts, and the nedia hosts to which the user wants to upl oad
t he medipofinditgdo e usacziiethal fukiionfay the dirstseean@0ge Iy edifiSsereisthay

typically be

be located in the user’s 201 metropolitan area, or otherwise in the proximity of the user
201. As another example, communications channel 203 may be a general packet
radio service ("GPRS"). In a GPRS arrangement, for instance, users of 2G or 3G
cellular telephones may access the first server via the GPRS, and accordingly the
GPRS may constitute communications channel 203.

[043] In some embodiments, the user 201 may be provided with software for
identifying one or more media files 202 to upload and one or more media hosts 208 to
which to upload the media files 202. For example, as shown in Figure 3, in a step 301
the user may download and install software that allows the user to select media files

and media hosts to which the media files may be transmitted. In a step 302, the user

may configure the software interface or soft panel, for example, by providing the user’s
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| ocated in the vicinity of California rather than the vicinity of
Massachusetts. Simlar to first server 204, second server 206 may
conprise a typical server for fulfilling client requests and
transmtting data, or a network of conputer devices, such as a
content delivery network ("CDN'). Second server 206 may al so conprise
or be in communication with tenporary or long term storage devices.
The storage devices nay store the nedia files uploaded fromthe user
ei t her tfiperticatiey cezdanialss Prselecying one or maye STOYMNGSHAHMEHBAIASHR 9F §Y
as shown generally in Figure 11, the second server 1101 may conprise
sever al dbapBaans.sin sgtap IGhiherkaer snawidentifylongcoranaermedieriiesitod®e f or
receiving a nedia file froma server. In sone enbodi nents, the
conponeniplddd tweynecamporsmedizehants.mbr & stepni4, dise oserphayidentify one or
processor and software necessary for receiving and recogni zi ng nedi a
files. Imoeemediarhasidadivhehttse nidiia AlREPeAebé uplbRdel s ApHIE GBHA08 e
inplemented to receive nedia files fromthe first server described

above. Angkhdy $H68d ERTH B InofB s flleS TRANGAE sdrl3 T or
transmtting a nedia file to one or nore nedia hosts. Conponent 1103

may conprise r[%% ol @ﬁ&ngﬁﬁngﬁigépﬁ?% E&t&&g%g%h@&%sﬁﬂhe%rws} yare

necessary for transmttin es to nedi osts. n certarn

For mat ”3?*%%1?%????%@% St t@%ﬂ?@'&%ﬁ%&f@ﬁ% @%ﬁ%ﬁ%@%&&:ﬂ%@ éb{?l&%?sietlh%&ﬁer
of Dot L dEREnch i EesmireBin AL REUHBR OB pal e e For

directly or indirectly to the internet for transmtting the nedia,
files. ARG thespEWerR cowldrumay the fifshepgadrian @ Rervebtshgpre@iesein
1101 is a conponent 1104 for providing a user's authentication

cr edent icgyMupicaten withdlke 8rst eppvebnblaingia campuier oo mebile sopmeuricationse
menories coupled to a processor and software necessary for providing
a user' Sexigehére ismtmay be mbteiot acmess the Emeotely execetedediftvane ahd thereby
thereby allowing the user to be properly authenticated for the nedia
hosts. Iperfoemethe sbtepdi desetibed abevawut hent i cation credential s may
conprise a usernanme and password, and conmponent 1104 may conprise

software for (48] Y sHGhetHbOIimEALs, YRS Savbvaraanty 88 dowaldiRatdréiahi@lied,
credentials. A further conponent that nmay be included in the second

server IlQhiirsd @itﬁ&ﬁnﬂ{%ﬁg%?digr&gpﬁ%stémw%rﬂg n%&@%blc%@tp&%é(%g}]eé the

programm ng | nterface one or nore nedi a hosts.

1105 may i j I Q

sof t war eUS%g g%{ Q) sgacr%i/e B? g?eo%:%ﬁr%érghﬁ%?%ﬁ%n%%w? ggi %geﬁg‘é’%g@gﬁ%ﬁrs% %?gjt’ or
associ at ed w%tgydifferagH nedi a hos%s.(££%6$rocess of invoking a

medi a hGRYLhePyRe of pofable CoMBYMERIANS dRVISt b oading nedia files to
medi a hosts, s diﬂgussed in created detail bel ow. [54] It is

to be recognil@ t MasoMReRRRAME e NRFOMWATE acrassadbithigsiser maa include

conponents described above may be inplenmented in other configurations
as wel | .a sirintedace gupealt penel fraideniiingowedierffles and madiahegireAns of
menories, processors, and software, different coupling between the

di f f er ertxeopdrysefinare asenistdrfags antsoftipaael 400 sfshosnandligwerds eflse user
rat her than one single server. [55] Wth reference to Figure
7, conmmimbecfaté onsoft baneled0thanal kg nprise coitin alod wif dd diffe berriyp dsenfanddigh
total bandw dth, |ong distance internet connection. In sone

enbodi MESasRMEEN WkALhe DSe€ NAMAe 2P olMYerEIfs¥ng 4D A r&sresBhEhBE nifdia
connections than ot her connecti ons, such as conmmuni cati ons channel

203 or GEwB} A&fb’sl‘;&é?%%mgg& ;?]érfhb(?é Bg{licé”hﬁgﬂhigfgﬁﬁodiments, listing

comuni cat1 ons channel 205 may characteri zed

communi ouriSRESh T ERa M AOTRIRENH T3: AT Jof PPl Lk e,
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Crossing a In sone enbodi nents, comruni cati ons channel 205 may
connect different countries to each other. For exanpl e,

communi cati ons channel 205 may conprise the |ong distance opti cal

fi ber connections between Japan and Los Angeles, California, which
run under the Pacific Ccean. In other enbodi nents, commrunications
channel 205 may connect different areas within a country. For

exanpl e, communi cati ons channel 205 may be a high bandw dth, high

vol unme CERYRI@iSopiormas daicaisForamenicatign witbiherfifst serves The UAﬁ@@?@éa,ce or
California, or between Boston, Massachusetts, and Phil adel phi a,
Pennsy| \agifi ranel A0Q ey aleaisoaipmsatadistiop iRdrdf ceadia hesisHamiith e@8ia files
channel may be wireless. For exanple, it may conprise satellite or

ot her radapbénpipaiedy Lisimgudldmby begpapedaisd by the user], bély Henpreepopulated
enbodi nents, process 100 generally depicted in Figure 1 may then

cont i nuebyhthiesigdiee pf tH¥Asoftwaretvr ebft tpate @, @ ni) g ARAhdiddtloRSofdoth the
transmtted fromthe second server to one or nore nedia hosts over

conmuni Gajel'8RbokBaMNIGhE dRainedsichblcd. Pandwi dths, in accordance with
the user's instructions. [57] Figure 8 provides an exenpl ary

{6 banan SRR SOOI OGO RIS, LA
for ”‘é&2&lﬁ%ﬂ"?g?:ﬁﬁé%@géﬁ?b&Ww'59§ag§@ﬁh§@%%}%%%*”@2%3%@'0 eaid Hehdii
ot YSRGS AEET onadn bt SRgeheEThnchis DL St Joing nees

208 may al so_be content posting and/or sharing sites, such_as, for
exanpl e,lYR&A83BEMerianiigsnay henciiey thenisef & sesall aivhednediadilas of thahlype
and Phot obucket (www. photobucket.com, anong various ot hers. Numerous
ot her t \gs&scigtediigh tehdsardn 208ting ¥6¢. &xhertybes HEB g mediafilee mayase he
di verse preferences and habits of internet users. In sone

ci r cunstsaferts], andehemstbiyaallbasthe user whacdesa sirsitar listisgesf mediafillesdcoteding
files may be located in the sane geographic region, and in other

ci r cunsttamisetpetdienddidifie. hosts may be located in different cities,
states, or countries. In sone enbodi nents, there nay be nultiple

second servensadi06n filtthel REDITYRE, h9§EHERAIY BepiBRIARPiGUrtey (o usddi a

hosts 208. For exanple, |arge concentrations of nedia hosts 208 may

exi st | niblBe@bRasr pnSaFiapehass 1falidai ane BF mBH fighs AYbr 8647

in which case one of nore second servers exist In proximt
to thos = LS : : e . I
vouTube eeoaftit i Asts inywhion by PRI st B8 ledh o£ G fpr to bo
consunpti on. i.de ted on YpuTube (r) .may. h een nyone, W th
ot or notniissds Hiriae R Cudihs oAl eshicidRion el AR ER the
sites, for exanple, Facebook (rﬁ, all ow users to post media files
associ at4s8" RCPRPUIRSQr pdPg SeaverhStieh that thg dipet May nipveand assign thet ed
set of people may access the nedia files. For sone nedia hosts, nedia
files migernifiencrEdbeetycaysertie awpia lgdissgciatad withthe ifenEiashe bet hei r
conput er or other comuni cations device, and for other media hosts,
medi a f idcessgraly chriraitase s ethriipul sted e dmsaget drebodichieatd, theeusar intedfaos er soft
panel 400 may display the identifiers to the user as icons representing the media files.
[049] [n the example shown in Figure 6, fields 405, 408, 407 for three media
hosts are displayed. The user may select identifiers of media files - for example music

files - from the listing 404 and place them in the fields in accordance with the user's
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[59] In addition to nedia hosting websites which users nay access via
a personal conputer, nedia hosts 208 may include specialized
applications that have been devel oped for nobile comuni cations
devi ces, such as cellular tel ephones and personal digital assistants,
that allow users to post and view nedia content using such devi ces.
[60] Typically, each nedia host 208 has its own uni que access
interface for users, to upload and post nedia files. Exanples
of such WiaPes-f eé’gaqeri P UgRNIABTSSIN f@f ﬁ@&dsn@aﬁ%ﬂ%w@ﬁﬁﬁmtﬁ&%wga@x frag
media files to media hosts 208 include, for exanple, file transfer
pr ot ocoland greprthe idemtifiaise asserbaduiion drovieeshin the user interface arrsofipanel 400
i nstances, nedia hosts 208 will enploy APl servers, which nay be
accessedhaidsiassotiatedheithti idehiifers, or@ymthﬁminﬂaatepheiqua. medi a host
208 that allows users to post inage files nay have a particul ar API
that enabl es [050ler Invebsictanbeditients, PeoceEs 00May gy @intinlib eiith £sepeny,
with the nedia host 208. Using the nedia host's 208 API would all ow

users tQa reAslV dspictel MERFuré A, Ir@hidB Ghair2ashs §re2|%ew%$#owﬁé @serfor

anot her site w thout having fo access the nedia host's 208 website
direct| 3brm'f§ﬁ’1§§ﬁ@ lonkror; m&r%ﬁg@éﬁ%'ﬂ?éﬁ’o cn?eS rnmeﬁe (SRS s.OF of &HABTE Swith
publical'ly available, including, inter |rected to

Friena IPRETE] ﬁ%ﬁ?é@%#%@%%%lo e{ia%%“‘nf b SPHBRL A g dmane,

the nedi a host 208 rel eva Pl s or. may not he blicall .
accessi Hiragram, and dtt\%rz %I‘Pend\c/ 'E%Hl?%%g é‘?fm%{i’(ﬁn%aﬁnﬁgo ‘H’?"’FB media
bandw dt hs 207 he._comyuni cati gns channel s over which nedia
files arOSke8 ?%émq HeersltotRiec®r (erdiswissed apave. i gpameryabadiveats the
upl oadi ng. I n sone enbodi nents, conmmuni cations channels 207 may
carry faler 20bmacdownisad aad install sofwas entiilizesaimane tat impetdpwnloaded
second bandw dth, or an Internet backbone. In other enbodi nents,
conmuni datﬂhe)userwmetbmpmﬁ, threyebyapasmittiod trecuser2il1i toydehtify srediet filss a2
ot her communi cati ons channels. For exanple, comunications channel s
207 may dvel mbdiadioatn208 towhichwbipedvide theamketiacfieape2sent to nedi a
hosts 208 for uploading, rather than comuni cati ons channel s over

whi ch nedi a f[ms S ﬂ@gorﬁb%rﬁl%ﬁfmfehﬁmbt'd’&és&'108tm§yeﬂ1\éﬁrco21€muéWlthfheste?103,
second server or fromthe user 201 to the first server

further g %ﬂweﬁmc@erﬂmw@ww&gﬁ% ltﬁe%ﬁé JFRYora ;5%1?%3251

total ban h“than the comruni cati ons annel over whic

files 2%0@5& Sé%f‘ |rI & %Qb&ﬁtﬁun%&f% iort 54 c&?m“ﬁ?cail%ﬁg '&Haﬁﬁél\ﬁ%(/inaoa&

second bandwidth.

[052] The second server in a second jurisdiction is typically not located in
proximity to the user. As depicted in the exemplary illustration of Figure 7, for
example, if the user 201 is located in Ireland and the media hosts to which the user
wants to upload media files are located in the United States, second server 206 would
typically be located in the United States rather than in Ireland. Similarly, if the user
201 is located in Massachusetts, and the media hosts to which the user wants to

upload the media files are located in California, second server 206 would typically be
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[63] In the step 104, as generally depicted in Figure 1, in which one
or nore nedia files are transmtted to one or nore nedia hosts, the
transm ssion may conprise invoking the APl or other access interface
of the nmedia host on behalf of the user, utilizing FTP software, or
enpl oyi ng ot her nmeans of communicating with the nedia host. In sone
enbodi ments in which APIs are invoked, puincaIIy avai |l abl e APl s may
be used, and i n other enbodinents, an agreenent may be reached with
the one IBfatadintheevrinity 6& Ealifopnia rather Eh?@ltheﬁ(m'@tyt‘?f IMrssagbeselts. Similar to
[ 64] As described above, the user 201 may be provided with software
to downlftseicseiver 304 sacond servat 206 may compriss abypicab servehfariuliingwienthe
user to select one or nore nedia files 202 to upload to one or nore
nedi a hostjgestd &ndltfanshetting diaéa, vo st eet@08 difaccenpider devicdse stch as iacsontent
requi renents (such as, for exanple, a user nane and password), the
sof t war aelefivenyi rigdotko(“CIN"USSEcoriy serReaRE6 g Aketorspass bepd ircat i on
credentials for the user 201. For exanple, if the user 201 had three

di f f er erdordrAtABa®dn Aith ReRbbeRY b%n@rt@ﬁﬁ @Edré{;é db@teSeYRE sthrh§EHBNtes
medi a hosts 208, the software provided he user may receive and

store { fal Bopgufl flellbs L Fo%e&ffroﬂ’r‘{r%ﬁgg i SRhLORNGIRARD L Hdkandd.

associate themwth t e app opriate ost ccor

Fies 202 (wiel iy e ir @eh®, s ﬁ%’“ﬁ%“'\ LUk *i%esdé%m

identify nedi flles 202 for %ﬁadlng C{ @hosts 208 wi t hpu

havi ng %" BF VPdenEnEoTRERe §e‘é PhENTPEAE BN GeRPORPAtSTRRY K

t he medi a hosts, 208. In sone errbodl ments, the softvvare
provi dePIKEEL 18 f%ﬁcwwf%wﬁ@rf"ﬂ&pm 9 SeheT udLFOBAGIMGHMEHS, the
more nedia files 202 identified by the user have been successfully
upl oadedzompcmét HH@2 BraymRnNePiferRnRe RO XEMAriesaotiplegdacepracessariaad
user's instructions. In other enbodinents, the software may al so
notify tdofiwasene@gsbary fmeem@VingfainHefscW\izingemﬂia tijesctlie detigintdmebotidients,
hosts 208, or are otherw se incapable of being posted. Such

noti fi cahé componyntor! (& is\rogcnrmed bad idplenhted taaracalvieatisdiadildiofem the
i ncluding, for exanple, email, text nessage, or a nmessage in the

sof t var gir&neriarieRBlibed aMb@dAh@thbhgum@émponent may 66k ddm;SHHéﬂf 1103 for
enbodi nents, as generally depicted in Figure 9, a user 901 may

LT anst et fifhifihg AHBdRR f bhé 8P midte AR hodR! ;Edﬁ?&dr%n*ﬁ%%n%gcdrﬂg%e

nore indirect manner. In certain situations, for instance

faster S i EScmRBESHA oL ARS8l SnTRAiald heoddea #R&)grahgrmn#g

to | ocat1on rri rom OCa

I t d t hen . f t C | t B.

Si tuat | GRETIR IR TArYRd P Son i it FaRaCEran s e EReRb ARt Bofprises A
and B were rel t| vel nd/ or cost i n conparison to the
commini CRMGHR X IoRHIRBO R LG BRI oRaPT Rt 20208 AGoENBFRSsian

it may be nore efficient to transfer the nedia file fromlocation A
t o | ocatsofiware {argonyrassion "edia flegeenarmation sofivera: arshoBeg siniler fgrmsrafy

software. In some embodiments, component 1103 may be connected directly or
indirectly to the internet for transmitting the media files. Another component that may
be included in the second server 1101 is a component 1104 for providing a user's
authentication credentials to media hosts. Component 1104 may comprise one or

more memories coupled to a processor and software necessary for providing a user's
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exanple, if a user 901 in Singapore wanted to transfer one or nore
media files to one or nore nedia hosts 909 in the United Kingdom the
transfers mght take a substantial anmbunt of tine, as well as result
in significant costs and limts on avail able bandwi dth. It may be
faster and nore efficient to transfer the file first to the United
States and then to the United Kingdom because the connections

bet ween Si ngapore and the United States, and between the United

Stat es aAHNeHICatipnN cerfartialgdspneLrangist edigdsis thereby alipwviagdne usetptbe
than a nore direct connection between Singapore and the United

Ki ngdomprapeiypithenticated fordhe aardia hegiss tin wome embodments, yhe awgthentication
exanple the United States, in which it would be nore efficient to

t r ansf ercredemilsaamBalyl cempritieraasémamecmdopas shwardt arahcdroparatt HeD4 mat her
than directly, given the differences in cost and/or speed in the

avai | abl@nemisasvfieaire dovSermnpstingl and/WW dderysifrey theceer @ alittengsgtiapl ary
illustration of Figure 9, therefore, a user 901 may identify one or
mor e mediradéritlahs Aﬂmi%}ﬂ:o%ﬁgpdﬂérn@tm%ew O Frcfud@@9n 1R ¥l dedverPl @Ads a
the nedia files. The user 901 nay provide the one or nore nedia files
to first =T Y sndcat | “ j
instructcl 0 sd{ﬁr)]; 93@%3@?‘(\%‘5@25% orﬁ%H rrg&%"e”ﬁﬁ@agl ggl&tggp‘t@ﬁg%gr?}g@g?
nore nedj ia. files t

From f1 ripredaplB ety CRreRERETI R bRy sk cof e ERebRa 28 Msa o
905, and then from second server 905 to thjrd server 907 via,

conmuni CHPIOGRSS I R VGU8 EFHETATY A HRPBPORRS aRadm kg liona /A Rls
delivered to the one or nore nedia hosts 909 via communications
channel $5§08ateryidh difiegenidaediadiosty. eThePigsesnal innekipg etmadipthostse APIs,
media files to nultiple nedia hosts by sinply upl oading the nedia
files, aswvelasptiandonmreoitdeading madiablesdasmediahpstssis disgugsed goaeated
[67] In some enbodi ments, server 903, server 905, and server 907 are

| ocat ed dataitpélber ent jurisdictions within the same country, and in

ot her enbodi nents they are located in different countries. In further
embodi ment s, [054] Wfis$ebeeesodiizad B@bthetsutodd dermy 1101 |apdatsagbristituene
jurisdiction or country, and the third may be located in a different

j uri sdi jonffbrieht<@skHbYd dbbve Prgy BahaslerRAted inthedorPiBdrdtiont agadend
in the sane jurisdiction as nmedi'a hosts 909, and in other

enbodi ”%Ucﬁco?m%iﬁ?e&io%@&%{‘ﬁc%@@ﬁ&‘éﬁférr%n%rﬁ? of idspRicel 8 bnd

jurisdictions. Q her enbodi nents w e apparent to

those s Kok |dirdrf 80dnihb HBGOAT WHCHRbIAR BhpbREREPEE LN SRl AR BAGS

practice 0 e 1 nven ereéein. inten

specification and ex l.es be considered as exenplary only, with a
Urue scoBeeihaousrs (g Men@neRIie g el ng | ndi cat ed byt he

followng claimg. WHAT IS CLAIMED I S:
g %gﬁ With reference to Figure 7, communications channel having a second

bandwidth 205 may be a high total bandwidth, long distance internet connection. In
some embodiments, communications channel 205 may carry a larger number of
connections than other connections, such as communications channel 203 or
communications channels 207. In other embodiments, communications channel 205
may be characterized by its directionality. For example, communications channel 205

may be the communications channel that carries media files from the first server 204,
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1. Anethod of transmtting electronic nmedia froma user to a
plurality of nmedia hosts, conprising: receiving a nedia file fromthe
user at a first server in a first jurisdiction over a first
comuni cati ons channel having a first bandw dth; receiving
instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to a
plurality of nmedia hosts; transmtting the nedia file to a second
server in,a second jurisdiction over a second comuni cations channel

havi ng datE & BefRmMBtRicatione ehannehiieed Aestydnbgiuser 20 of them t he

second server to the plurality of media hosts over third
communi c@MBHBIcatiermenannehvseryta wplpad mediafigsie mediabesisddmothen t h
the instructions; wherein the second bandwi dth is greater than the

first armsmbddimenksmcdwinigriisations channel 205 may also have a higher total bandwidth
than communications channel 203. In certain embodiments, communications channel
205 may comprise one or more internet backbones or other high bandwidth, high
volume connections. Examples of internet backbone providers include, inter alia,
AT&T ®, Cogent Communications ®, Qwest Communications ®, and Global
Crossing ®. In some embodiments, communications channel 205 may connect
different countries to each other. For example, communications channel 205 may
comprise the long distance optical fiber connections between Japan and Los Angeles,
California, which run under the Pacific Ocean. In other embodiments, communications
channel 205 may connect different areas within a country. For example,
communications channel 205 may be a high bandwidth, high volume connection
between New York City, New York, and Los Angeles, California, or between Boston,
Massachusetts, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In other embodiments,
communications channel 205 channel may be wireless. For example, it may comprise
satellite or other radio-frequency communications means.

[056] In some embodiments, process 100 generally depicted in Figure 1 may
then continue with a step 104, in which the one or more media files are transmitted
from the second server to one or more media hosts over communications channels
having third bandwidths, in accordance with the user’s instructions.

[067] Figure 8 provides an exemplary depiction of second server 2086, the

communications channels having third bandwidths 207, and the one or more media
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2. The nethod of claim1, wherein the first server is located in a
first country and the second server is located in a second country.
3. The nmethod of claim1l, wherein the user and the first server are
| ocated in the United States. 4. The nethod of claim 1, wherein the
first server conprises a software interface receiving a user
selection of the nedia file and a user selection of the plurality of
nmedi a hosts to which to transnit the nmedia file. 5. The nmethod of

cl ai m 4,hogtngR8-sT g one ppmareimediahesierd0tanay irlidesrglnstworking sites,

user for the software interface and authentication credentials for

t he usersutbm@ast fes ebupld, ifegebeoln@dhavmianebook.comi)igyBpecea@t hent i cat i on

credentials for the user for the plurality of media hosts; and
(www.myspace.com), Badoo ® (www.badao.com), and Twitter ® (www.twitter.com),
among numerous others. The one or more media hosts 208 may also be content
posting and/or sharing sites, such as, for example, YouTube ® (www.youtube.com),
Shutterfly ® (www.shutterfly.com), and Photobucket ® (www.photobucket.com),
among various others. Numerous other types of media hosts 208 exist as well, largely
reflecting the diverse preferences and habits of internet users. In some
circumstances, the media hosts to which a user wishes to upload media files may be
located in the same geographic region, and in other circumstances, the media hosts
may be located in different cities, states, or countries. In some embodiments, there
may be multiple second servers 206, and they may be located in the proximity of
media hosts 208. For example, large concentrations of media hosts 208 may exist in
the areas of San Francisco, California, or Dulles, Virginia, in which case one or more
second servers 801 may exist in proximity to those media hosts 208.

[058] Some sites, for example YouTube ®, allow users to post media files for
widespread public consumption. A video posted on YouTube ® may be seen by
anyone with internet access and the necessary Adobe Flash ® software. Other sites,
for example, Facebook ®, allow users to post media files associated with their
personal account, such that only a restricted set of people may access the media files.
For some media hosts, media files may be accessed by users downloading the media

file onto their computer or other communications device, and for other media hosts,

media files may be accessed by streaming the media file to the user.
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associ ating the authentication credentials for the user for the
plurality of nedia hosts with a user account for the user for the
software interface and the application programm ng interfaces of the
plurality of media hosts. 6. The nethod of claim4, conprising
provi ding the authentication credentials for the user for the
plurality of media hosts to the plurality of nedia hosts. 7. The
met hod of claim4, wherein the software interface is presented to the
user via a cd?fflt ein addtiomrmesiabestivg weksites ahighesess mayhacesss i e
interface is presented to the user via a portable electronic

comuni gersanas compilites, media dsds 288 hway iotlude spatislizathappdications that have
transmtting the nedia file fromthe second server to the plurality

of medi dekosievelopeyfos@ebilavokimgicdtioheaslicesssurppis aAlulaptelephones and
programm ng interface associated with the plurality of media hosts.

10. The pepddiet drfitaCastistadts, M2 BROW UEBR BYR0ENE YBNMeaR! ddHientA Ay &lch
IS an i rﬁ{ég%net %’ackbone. 11. The net hod%g‘% claiml1l, wherein the

first bapdwedth and the second bandwi dth differ by no nore than 20
percent.

[060] Typically, each media host 208 has its own unique access interface for
allowing users to upload and post media files. Examples of such interfaces include
APls. Other means of uploading and posting media files to media hosts 208 include,
for example, file transfer protocol ("FTP") software, among other means.

[061] [nsome instances, media hosts 208 will employ API servers, which
may be accessed to invoke the media hosts’ APls. For example, a media host 208
that allows users to post image files may have a particular AP| that enabies other
websites and/or servers to integrate their content with the media host 208. Using the
media host’s 208 AP| would allow users to upload their images to the media host's 208
website via another website without having to access the media host's 208 website
directly. Facebook ®, for example, has made numerous of its APIs publically
available, including, inter alia, APls directed to retrieving membership list data,
retrieving information regarding friend lists, and retrieving photo-tagging information.
Depending on the media host 208, the relevant APls may or may not be publically
accessible.

[062] The communications channels having third bandwidths 207 may be the
communications channels over which media files are sent from the second server 206

to the media hosts 208 for uploading. In some embodiments, communications
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12. The method of claim 1, conprising providing a notification to the
user when the nedia file has been transmtted to the plurality of
medi a hosts. 13. The nethod of claim1l, conprising a third server in
athird jurisdiction. 14. The method of claim 13, wherein
transmtting the nedia file fromthe second server to the plurality

of nmedi a hosts conprises: transmtting the nedia file fromthe second
server to the third server over a fourth comunications channel )
havi ng £heBnelsROFIRancary fewercanngstions hiandhe semmstnications sherrehhaning a
third server to the plurality of nmedia hosts in accordance with the
user' s isesondbandwislth, or an internet backbone. In other embodiments, communications

channels 207 may have a directionality different from other communications channels.
For example, communications channels 207 may be the channels over which media
files are sent to media hosts 208 for uploading, rather than communications channels
over which media files 202 are sent from the first server 204 to the second server 206,
or from the user 201 to the first server 204. In further embodiments, communications
channels 207 may have lesser total bandwidth than the communications channel over
which media files 202 are sent from the first server to the second server 206.

[063] Inthe step 104, as generally depicted in Figure 1, in which one or more
media files are transmitted to one or more media hosts, the transmission may
comprise invoking the AP or other access interface of the media host on behalf of the
user, utilizing FTP software, or employing other means of communicating with the
media host. In some embodiments in which APls are invoked, publically available
APIls may be used, and in other embodiments, an agreement may be reached with the
one or more media hosts to allow their APls to be invoked.

[064] As described above, the user 201 may be provided with software to
download and install, or access via the internet, which allows the user to select one or
more media files 202 to upload to one or more media hosts 208. If the media hosts
208 have user authentication requirements (such as, for example, a user name and
password), the software provided to the user may manage the user’s authentication
credentials for the user 201. For example, if the user 201 had three different forms of

authentication credentials for seven different media hosts 208, the software provided
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15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first jurisdiction, the
second jurisdiction, and the third jurisdiction are in different
countries. 16. The nethod of claim 14, wherein the second bandw dth
and the fourth bandwi dth differ by no nore than 20 percent. 17. A
met hod of transmtting electronic nedia froma user to a plurality of
medi a hosts, conprising: receiving a nedia file fromthe user at a
first server in a first jurisdiction having a first proximty to the
user ovdp (Be peergmay serRiYR end stone thalwee Hifferentdormsef awiberticetipns from
the user for providing the nedia file to a plurality of nedia hosts;
t ransm taredentickie anddisgociatethem with dawappropriaermediashasé{spads. Accordingly,
jurisdiction having a second proximty to the user over a second
communi dh¢ ueas2@harayedcceasn the software provided for uploading media files 202 (which
may have its own authentication requirements), and identify media files 202 for
uploading to media hosts 208 without having to provide the user's authentication
credentials for each of the media hosts 208.

[065] In some embodiments, the software provided to the user 201 may
further notify the user once the one or more media files 202 identified by the user have
been successfully uploaded to the one or more media hosts 208 in accordance with
the user’s instructions. In other embodiments, the software may also notify the user
201 if certain files have been rejected by the media hosts 208, or are otherwise
incapable of being posted. Such notifications may be provided to the user 201 via
various methods, including, for example, email, text message, or a message in the
software environment provided to the user.

[066] In other embodiments, as generally depicted in Figure 9, a user 901
may transfer one or more media files to one or more media hosts 909 in a more
indirect manner. In certain situations, for instance, it may be faster and/or less
expensive to transfer a media file from location A to location B by transferring the
media file from location A to location C, and then from location C to location B. In such
a situation, if the direct communications channels between locations A and B were
relatively slow and/or costly in comparison to the communications channels between

both focations A and C, and C and B, it may be more efficient to transfer the media file

from location A to location B via location C, rather than to location B directly. For
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transmtting the nedia file fromthe second server to the plurality
of media hosts having third proximties to the user over third
communi cati ons channels in accordance with the instructions; wherein
the first proximty to the user is substantially | ess than the second
and third proximties to the user. 18. The nmethod of claim 17,
wherein the first server conprises a software interface for receiving
user selections of the nedia file and of the plurality of nedia hosts
to whi ctexegnie.dha wser 8@k inmBimgapene wanteddo tmnﬁf efrenh of Nisre anediailes, to one
conprising: receiving authentication credentials for the user for the
sof t war @rimerermedie hosts 909 Wethei Unitadotingdetietits tdrsférsrmighttaliser substantial
the plurality of nedia hosts; storing the authentication credentials
for the amsaintfobtintehaspalrad rasyltdi sigaificanhasts andichita sacsiadtble dpahb®idth.
aut hentication credentials for the user for the plurality of nmedia

hosts wilf iag bésrastenefdwidrel sificibhetoUsisidraRe fiRefirsObttha United IR EfcR GRIdaREN

the application programm ng interfaces of the plurality of nedia

hosts. o the United Kingdom, because the connections between Singapore and the United
States, and between the United States and the United Kingdom, are both substantially
more efficient than a more direct connection between Singapore and the United
Kingdom. A similar situation could exist within a country, for example the United
States, in which it would be more efficient to transfer a media file indirectly from one
location to another, rather than directly, given the differences in cost and/or speed in
the available communications channels. With reference to the exemplary illustration of
Figure 9, therefore, a user 901 may identify one or more media files and one or more
media hosts 909 to which to upload the media files. The user 901 may provide the
one or more media files o first server 903 via first communications channel 902, along
with instructions for providing the one or more media files to the one or more media
hosts 909. The one or more media files may then be sent from first server 903 via
communications channel 204 to second server 905, and then from second server 905
to third server 907 via communications channel 906. Then the one or more media files
may be delivered o the one or more media hosts 909 via communications channels
908. Thus, the user is able {o upload and post multiple media files to multiple media

hosts by simply uploading the media files, and providing the user’s instructions, to first

server 903.
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20. The nethod of claim 17, wherein the first jurisdictionis in a
different netropolitan region than the second jurisdiction. 21. A
nmet hod of transmtting electronic nedia froma user to a plurality of
medi a hosts, conprising: receiving a nedia file fromthe user at a
first server in a first jurisdiction over a first
communi cati ons channel having a first bandw dth; receiving

i nstructions m the user for providin he nediag file to a
plurality of [(Bréﬁi a %89W§;erﬁlﬁﬁé'9{%§?%ﬁﬁf‘ﬁgﬁé3t%v% % andiseryss Wis¥eond
server in a second jurisdiction over a second communi cati ons channel
havi ng docated ndifgrriiisdiations véthinihermane sputy, @nd imethes embogimenism
the second server to the plurality of nedia hosts over third
communi dbey areslocatedrie (difanent cayntigs: dniariet e bediments twoe dbsewern 908,
t he instructions;
905, and 907 may be located in one jurisdiction or country, and the third may be
located in a different jurisdiction or country. In some embodiments, server 907 is
located in the same jurisdiction as media hosts 909, and in other embodiments, server
907 and media hosts 909 are located in different jurisdictions.
[068] Other embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the art from
consideration of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is

intended that the specification and examples be considered as exemplary only, with a

true scope and spirit of the invention being indicated by the following claims.
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wherein the second bandwi dth is greater than the first and third
bandw dt hs. 22. The nethod of claim 21, wherein transmtting the
nedia file fromthe first server to the plurality of nedia hosts
conprises invoking at |east one application programrng interface
associated with the plurality of media hosts. 23. The method of
claim 21, wherein the second comuni cations channel is an internet
backbone. 24. The nethod of claim 21, conprising providing a
noti fi caVHév ISCEAMERES: when the nedia file has been transmitted to
the plurality of nedia hosts. 25. A nethod of transmtting
el ectronic nmedia froma user to a plurality of nedia hosts,
conprising: receiving a nedia file at a first server in a first
j urisdi ctiAmdthodobirsesvitihgelestenic medis froond user fosalpluraliyn obwediashosts,
first conmunications channel having a first bandw dt h;
comprising:
receiving a media file from the user at a first server in a first jurisdiction
over a first communications channel having a first bandwidth;
receiving instructions from the user for providing the media file to a
plurality of media hosts;
transmitting the media file to a second server in a second jurisdiction
over a second communications channel having a second
bandwidth; and
transmitting the media file from the second server to the plurality of
media hosts over third communications channels having third
bandwidths in accordance with the instructions;
wherein the second bandwidth is greater than the first and third
bandwidths.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first server is located in a first country and the
second server is located in a second country.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the user and the first server are located in the
United States.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first server comprises a software interface
receiving a user selection of the media file and a user selection of the plurality of

media hosts to which to transmit the media file.

5. The method of claim 4, comprising:
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receiving instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to
a plurality of nedia hosts; and transmtting the nmedia file fromthe
first server to the plurality of nedia hosts over second

comuni cati ons channel s havi ng second bandw dt hs in accordance with
the instructions; wherein the first bandwidth is greater than the
second bandwi dths. 26. The nmethod of claim 25, wherein transmtting
the nedia file fromthe first server to the plurality of nedia hosts
conpri ses i nvoki n§ESRIVINg asthenteatipn Fredgntias fcifr"B@r“ﬁ ohéhe spfbyargdterface
associated with the plurality of media hosts. 27. The method of

cl ai m 25, wherein the Bndauthantisatiorceredentialeferthelusesfoathe pluealiteof
backbone. 28. The nethod of claim 25, conprising providing a
notification to the useredilbostshe nedia file has been transmitted to
the plurality of nedia hosts. 29. A systemfor transmtting

el ectroni c nedi a ktovimgahe sethdnicatigh orieakbntials &dr thediser fop $esplurality of

conpri si ng:
media hosts; and
associating the authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts with a user account for the user for the software
interface and the application programming interfaces of the
plurality of media hosts.
6. The method of claim 4, comprising providing the authentication credentials for the
user for the plurality of media hosts to the plurality of media hosts.
7. The method of claim 4, wherein the software interface is presented to the user via a
computer.
8. The method of claim 4, wherein the software interface is presented to the user via a
portable electronic communications device.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the media file from the second server
to the plurality of media hosts comprises invoking at least one application
programming interface associated with the plurality of media hosts.
10. The method of claim 1, wherein the second communications channel is an internet
backbone.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the first bandwidth and the second bandwidth

differ by no more than 20 percent.
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a first server in a first jurisdiction, conprising: a first conponent
for receiving a nedia file fromthe user over a first comunications
channel having a first bandwi dth; and a second conponent for
receiving instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to
a plurality of nedia hosts; and a second server in a second
jurisdiction, conprising athird conponent for receiving the nedia
file fro first rver over a .second,communi_cati ons, channe

havi ng 2% J@b% Qi e 1a?ﬁina“?'%Pf%l%%ﬁ&?éﬂﬂ?atf%totthﬁﬁgﬁﬁ wk?rhaﬁe
the media file to the lurality of nmedia hosts over third

comuni dBedigdie banhaen anawitigl torihe @lusalityel Breséa bestaccor dance with

the instructions;
13. The method of claim 1, comprising a third server in a third jurisdiction.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein transmitting the media file from the second
server to the plurality of media hosts comprises:
transmitting the media file from the second server to the third server over
a fourth communications channel having a fourth bandwidth; and
transmitting the media file from the third server to the plurality of media
hosts in accordance with the user’s instructions.
15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first jurisdiction, the second jurisdiction, and
the third jurisdiction are in different countries.
16. The method of claim 14, wherein the second bandwidth and the fourth bandwidth
differ by no more than 20 percent.
17. A method of transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:
receiving a media file from the user at a first server in a first jurisdiction
having a first proximity to the user over a first communications
channel,
receiving instructions from the user for providing the media file to a
plurality of media hosts;
transmitting the media file to a second server in a second jurisdiction
having a second proximity to the user over a second

communications channel; and
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wherein the second bandwi dth is greater than the first and third
bandw dt hs. 30. A systemfor transmtting electronic nedia froma
user to a plurality of nedia hosts, conprising: a first server in a
first jurisdiction, the first server conprising: a first conponent
for receiving a nmedia file fromthe user over a first comunications
channel having a first bandw dth; a second conponent for receiving

I nstructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to a

plurality of nedi #oRsAwtlng fgymedia fiefrpre Hinzarend seorerde Haspralitnef t he
nmedia file to a second server in a second jurisdiction over a second
communi cati ons channel Media hgsts hewingnbird proximities to the user over third
communications channels in accordance with the instructions;
wherein the first proximity to the user is substantially less than the
second and third proximities to the user.
18. The method of claim 17, wherein the first server comprises a software interface for
receiving user selections of the media file and of the plurality of media hosts to which
to transmit the media file.
19. The method of claim 18, comprising:
receiving authentication credentials for the user for the software interface
and authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts;
storing the authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts; and
associating the authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts with a user account for the user for the software
interface and the application programming interfaces of the
plurality of media hosts.
20. The method of claim 17, wherein the first jurisdiction is in a different metropolitan
region than the second jurisdiction.

21. A method of transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media

hosts, comprising:
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bandwi dth for retransm ssion of the nedia file fromthe second server
to the plurality of nedia hosts over third conmuni cati ons channel s
havi ng third bandw dths in accordance with the instructions; wherein
t he second bandwidth is greater than the first and third bandw dths. .
31. Asystemfor transmtting electronic nedia froma user to a
plurality of nedia hosts, conprising: a first server in a first
jurisdiction, the first server conprising: a first conponent for
recei ving a medi ar¢saidng agnediadie Bam herizer at a figst seewsnén p dirstdurisdiation
over a first comruni cations channel having a first bandwi dth; a
second conponent for revel&fire cagenuricatinedhanselrhayirigom rst bandwidth;
providing the nedia file to a plurality of nedia hosts; and a third
component for transsditibg hgtiubomeftom theluset forphevigihg tize Hedizfilernedi a
hosts over second
plurality of media hosts; and
transmitting the media file to a second server in a second jurisdiction
over a second communications channel having a second
bandwidth for retransmission of the media file from the second
server to the plurality of media hosts over third communications
channels having third bandwidths in accordance with the
instructions;
wherein the second bandwidth is greater than the first and third
bandwidths.
22. The method of claim 21, wherein transmitting the media file from the first server to
the plurality of media hosts comprises invoking at least one application programming
interface associated with the plurality of media hosts.
23. The method of claim 21, wherein the second communications channel is an
internet backbone.
24. The method of claim 21, comprising providing a notification to the user when the
media file has been transmitted to the plurality of media hosts.

25. A method of transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media

hosts, comprising:
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comuni cati ons channel s havi ng second bandw dths in accordance with
the instructions; wherein the first bandwidth is greater than the
second bandwi dths. 32. A systemfor transmtting electronic nedia
froma user to a plurality of nedia hosts, conprising: a first server
ina first jurisdiction having a first proximty to the user, the
first server conprising a first conponent for receiving a nedia file
fromthe user over a first communications channel, the first server
further conprisi ngeeei¥eg grmediatipabafirst serves iea firstjunssition drare Aseceo
the user for providing the nedia file to a plurality of nedia hosts;

a second server in a seeordin asesendjurisnictiaypver afitstcomthyniaationsty to
the user, the second server conprising a third conponent for

recei ving the nedi a fi thamwthagingecfinstibaodwidth;cati ons channel, the
second server further conprising a fourth conponent for transmtting

the media file torédeving istluctignfromeHle AsBOR prd\adihd thed Riedith file to a
proximties to the user over a third communicati ons channel in
accordance with the |nﬁﬁﬁgg9bpﬁﬁxﬂahosm,and
transmitting the media file from the first server to the plurality of media
hosts over second communications channels having second
bandwidths in accordance with the instructions;
wherein the first bandwidth is greater than the second bandwidths.
26. The method of claim 25, wherein transmitting the media file from the first server to
the plurality of media hosts comprises invoking at least one application programming
interface associated with the plurality of media hosts.
27. The method of claim 25, wherein the first communications channel is an internet
backbone.
28. The method of claim 25, comprising providing a notification to the user when the
media file has been transmitted to the plurality of media hosts.
29. A system for transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:
a first server in a first jurisdiction, comprising:
a first component for receiving a media file from the user

over a first communications channel having a first

bandwidth: and
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wherein the first proximty to the user is substantially |ess than
the second and third proximties to the user. 33. A nethod of
transmtting electronic nedia froma user to a plurality of nedia
hosts, conprising: receiving a nedia file fromthe user at a first
server over a first communications channel; receiving instructions
fromthe user for providing the nedia file to a plurality of nedia
hosts; transmtting the nedia file to a second server over a second
comuni cations channel : and@SeSARGCPMPAGERtIar FRSgIVING inskiustichs frara the
second server to the plurality of nedia hosts over third

communi cations channel s in accordgerder povidinghthe mediadie toomglurality of

media hosts; and
a second server in a second jurisdiction, comprising:

a third component for receiving the media file from the first
server over a second communications channel
having a second bandwidth; and

a fourth component for transmitting the media file to the
plurality of media hosts over third communications
channels having third bandwidths in accordance with
the instructions;

wherein the second bandwidth is greater than the first and third
bandwidths.
30. A system for transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:
a first server in a first jurisdiction, the first server comprising:

a first component for receiving a media file from the user
over a first communications channel having a first
bandwidth;

a second component for receiving instructions from the
user for providing the media file to a plurality of

media hosts: and
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wherein, fromthe perspective of the first server, the first
comuni cati ons channel is a receiving communi cations channel and the
second communi cations channel is a transmtting communi cations
channel. 34. The nethod of claim 33, wherein the first server
conprises a software interface for receiving a user selection of the
media file and of the plurality of nedia hosts to which to transmt
the nedia file. 35. The method of claim 34, conprising: receiving
aut hentication credentials £dhir¢ Rempepentfar trapemiing thereediafils o e
and authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of

medi a hosts; storing the authent Beearicosereerddensdcand jfigadictios aveea segpnd
the plurality of nedia hosts; and associating the authentication
credentials for the user for thecpionaigatipneichamkidahivgtasseddnd a user
account for the user for the software
bandwidth for retransmission of the media file from
the second server to the plurality of media hosts
over third communications channels having third
bandwidths in accordance with the instructions;
wherein the second bandwidth is greater than the first and
third bandwidths..
31. A system for transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:
a first server in a first jurisdiction, the first server comprising:

a first component for receiving a media file from a second
server in a second jurisdiction over a first
communications channel having a first bandwidth;

a second component for receiving user-entered instructions
for providing the media file to a plurality of media
hosts; and

a third component for transmitting the media file to the
plurality of media hosts over second

communications channels having second

bandwidths in accordance with the instructions;
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interface and the application programmng interfaces of the plurality
of media hosts. 36. A systemfor transmtting electronic nedia froma
user to a plurality of nedia hosts, conprising: a first server
conprising: a first conmponent for receiving a nedia file fromthe
user over a first communi cations channel; and a second conponent for
receiving instructions fromthe user for providing the nedia file to

a plurality of nedia hosts; and a second server, conprising:
P y wherein the first bandwidth is greerirt%r than the second

bandwidths.
32. A system for transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:

a first server in a first jurisdiction having a first proximity to the user, the
first server comprising a first component for receiving a media file
from the user over a first communications channel, the first server
further comprising a second component for receiving instructions
from the user for providing the media file to a plurality of media
hosts;

a second server in a second jurisdiction having a second proximity to the
user, the second server comprising a third component for
receiving the media file over a second communications channel,
the second server further comprising a fourth component for
transmitting the media file to the plurality of media hosts having
third proximities to the user over a third communications channel
in accordance with the instructions;

wherein the first proximity to the user is substantially less than the
second and third proximities to the user.

33. A method of transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:

receiving a media file from the user at a first server over a first

communications channel;
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a third conponent for receiving the nedia file fromthe first server
over a second conmuni cations channel; and a fourth conponent for
transmtting the nedia file to the plurality of nedia hosts over
third conmuni cati ons channels in accordance with the instructions;
wherein, fromthe perspective of the first server, the first

comuni cations channel is a receiving communi cations channel and the

iﬁ;ﬁﬂgl f:ommni cat iré)é]eszviﬁg zlir?sr%reulcti{i)ﬁs ?rortnrt%résuns?etr oirrylagoﬁgi%nm(ia (r:naé .ié) PI[Se toa
plurality of media hosts;
transmitting the media file to a second server over a second
communications channel; and
transmitting the media file from the second server to the plurality of
media hosts over third communications channels in accordance
with the instructions;
wherein, from the perspective of the first server, the first communications
channel is a receiving communications channel and the second
communications channel is a fransmitting communications
channel.
34. The method of claim 33, wherein the first server comprises a software interface for
receiving a user selection of the media file and of the plurality of media hosts to which
to transmit the media file.
35. The method of claim 34, comprising:
receiving authentication credentials for the user for the software interface
and authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts;
storing the authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of
media hosts; and
associating the authentication credentials for the user for the plurality of

media hosts with a user account for the user for the software
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interface and the application programming interfaces of the
plurality of media hosts.
36. A system for transmitting electronic media from a user to a plurality of media
hosts, comprising:
a first server, comprising:
a first component for receiving a media file from the user
over a first communications channel; and
a second component for receiving instructions from the
user for providing the media file to a plurality of
media hosts; and
a second server, comprising:
a third component for receiving the media file from the first
server over a second communications channel; and
a fourth component for transmitting the media file to the
plurality of media hosts over third communications
channels in accordance with the instructions;
wherein, from the perspective of the first server, the first communications
channel is a receiving communications channel and the second
communications channel is a transmitting communications

channel.
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