
Synchronization of a terrestrial transmitted CDMA signal with despreading
and respreading in a remote satellite, for transmission to a second
terrestrial site, is achieved in accord with the processes recited in the
appended claims. Uplink access and synchronization signals are acquired at
a satellite switch and a reference propagation delay time is established in
terms of quantified timing marks with intervals within a size range of chip
intervals used in the CDMA spreading codes of the system. The propagation
delay is defined in terms of one of the quantified timing marks defining
when a first signal from a terrestrial subscriber unit is received. This
propagation delay is transmitted to a terrestrial subscriber unit and
utilized to adjust the timing of uplink CDMA code chips.    


