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TI TLE "GOLF TEE" FIELD OF THE | NVENTION 5 The present

invention relates to a golf tee. BACKGROUND OF THE
WORMBENZIBN Col f tees conprising an inflexible soak2003/000211

with a substantially bow -shaped support surface, upon

which a golf ball is balanced, are known. It may be
difficult to balance 10 a JriEbaI | upon such golf
tees, detracting fromthe rty of a golfer to

strike the ball in a fash af fords the best
drive possible. Dfficul t¢§£F]H§TIoaI ancing the ball may

be particularly enhanced where the playing surface is
i rregul ar. Furt her FIELD OF THIOINVENRION the anount of
surface contact necessary between the ball and the tee
Theyprésentiaventivm disdsanaaotifted. he drive when the ball is
struck by .a golf club in the known nmanner of 15 pl ay.

Such known golf tees may also be difficult to renove

fromthe ground after a shot has been played fromthe

tee. This di ffhﬁ%k&ﬁwﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁiﬁgi FEys(i)ﬁluati ons
where the pl ay he pr esent

t tt t t t th
Ottt shhaiingte B infifle o8 otigh o Dpapialy ol gewed suppor
tees. SUMWARY OF THE | NVENTION | n accordance with one
sydpse o Whirh rgl€ ball isihaleaaed, ore kamoyre Tt sngyrtmwdiffemtltao balance

golf tee conprising a shaft adapted for insertion into
azgodfiyal laupnafucly golfiieks, detmaictiog frbineths ubifioy 6f 2 polf@rtb s@ike the ball
nount ed at op-an upper end of the shaft, the pivotable

115 B PRGIdn ther 4ff8s hRWeRdirAR|pdsabls! Dlﬁ{cuﬁférs 19 Bh1afi %Ehe ball may

menber s nmount ed thereupon, the prong nenbers
be particularly enhanced where the playing surface is irregular. Further, it is theorised
that the amount of surface contact necessary between the ball and the tee may hinder
the distance of the drive when the ball is struck by a golf club in the known manner of
play. |
Such known golf tees may also be difficult to remove from the ground after a shot has
been played from the tee. This difficulty may be enhanced in situations where the
piaying ground is hard and dry.

The present invention attempts to overcome at least in part the aforementioned

disadvantages of previous golf tees.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a golf tee
comprising a shaft adapted for insertion into 4 surface of ground, a pivotable support

portion mounted atop.an upper end of the shaft, the pivotable support portion having a
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adapted in use to support a golf ball placed
t hereupon. I n accordance with a second aspect of the

w@e@sopi3si nvention there is provided a golf terCT/SG2003/000211

conprising a base portion with at |east one cavity and

at | east one pivotable support portion pivotably

nmount ed, on, an upper surface thereof, the or each .
PPl | wrighb pems pembesmpwnieh fereyprny Hie prpngfmembers being
upright prong nenbers nounted thereupon, the prong
adeptbkeinsish & suppadagioditballplaced theveupopport a gol f bal |

pl aced t hereupon, wherein the or each pivotable

18 4edRddncowtIeS sécdond %gé%'cv abhiR &\Iésteﬁi veReotheRMGhrovided a golf
respective cavity. SCRI PTI OF AN EMBCODI ME OF THE

t e',\'\é%h@ﬁ'g Talhﬁas%r;g&ﬁgﬁ Vﬁﬁlvgtpfe'aﬂrbn‘@ %évitpoeﬁ’{dbgt ﬁgsstccmeb]ﬁgotable
y way of “exanpl®e, wthreference to the acconpanying
draw n in ich: Figure 1 is a side elevation view
sioSH 15gien Pl Boutieddnes twptstrfes fefiodfc of Cach! SVorabte
inventign; Figure 2a_ is a plan view of a second
sepRGiROFEeR heving a phuralitye uprighiyeropg msathers mpunted dhereupon, the
Figure 2b is a longitudinal cross section of the golf
ptang roémipérg being 2dapted guuse t@ suppoaine golfbaltiphiced thgirdupon, nvelierein
cross section of the golf tee of Figure 2b; . Figure
tiddot 8ach Pivanabld supbritMembe {s feegedbidivathi® the bl @BEIL redPective
is a longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of
ckhgure 1; Figure 3c is an expl oded l'ongitudinal cross
section of the golf tee of Figure 1; Figure 4a is
apian view of a third enbodi nent of a golf tee of the
present invention; Figure 4b is a |ongitudinal cross
section of gh% gol f tﬁe of Fioire 4a; Fi gure 4c %s'gn

, LY HIONT of
Fi gure 4b; and

. The present invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to

the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation view of a golf tee in accordance with the present

. invention;

Figure 2a is a plan view of a second embodiment of a golf tee of the present
invention;

Figure 2b is a longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of Figure 2a;

- Figure 2¢ is an exploded longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of Figure 2b;

Figure 3a ié a ﬁlan vieW of the golf tee of Figure 1;

Figure 3b is a longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of Figure 1;

Figure 3c is an exploded longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of Figure 1;
Figure 4a is a plan view of a third embodiment of a golf tee of the present invention;

Figure 4b is a longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of Figure 4a;



Figure 5 is a plan view of a fourth enbodi nent of a

golf tee in accordance with the present invention;
wWo-e@anes33sl i s a side cross section of the fourtPCT/SG2003/000211

enbodi nent of the golf tee of Figure 5 and Figure 7 is

a front cross section of the fourth enbodi mrent of the

golf tee of Figure 5. Referri n%_ to the Figures, where
FigugeAciis ap sxplpdedyionsitedingl wrass gectionod the 2olf tge af Frearety and

enbodi nents, there is shown a golf tee 10 conprising a
Figned § 142 plan ypewatfabfoerth wabodimen rof iaggol fiies [ sexbrddnop waith the

upper end of the shaft, a stopper portion 24 di sposed

prRééreerhtiéde pi votabl e support portion and a plurality
_of .upright prong nenbers 40. .. The shaft 12 is an

: [ ( I ‘epd:
| FRRNGR & SR TRRE so iRl @t iPBhp A0 o e Ao etike BFfigure 5
5 %ﬁ. The shaft 12 is tapered at the lower end 18 to
M%rm a pointed portion 22. The shaft 12 with pointed
portion 22 is adapted for insertion into a surface of
Fignsuhis.a from crass sediea op e fourh embedimentof thp aplf teechf Faguse 5.
the shaft 12 is adapted to receive the pivotable
support portion 16. The pivotable support portion 16 .
is conprised of an upper portion 14 and a | ower

Re@rtih® o 2 Fikhifs WAGE 1RIPar8 hre dénA8H bl WWE muRREdld fNdi2Rrent
are connected by a pivotabl e connection neans 32. The

e@ﬁ%@f&lgﬁ@f feRNs 4Royed aygﬁ' B4 Y %grmngflgig %ggﬁ IE,OJ va{v%glre support

es a threaded rtion at’ a
o oRRPhe P sh RSO R0 ER L BRI e
shaft 12. The threaded portions 19, 38of the shaft 12
adjprent BiRehivelablei syapars pertionhid: gnd, o phiplity i pipsisht prongmgmbers
4(;:Tre adapted to be‘ t hreadi ngly engaged W t‘h ‘each ot her.
The shaft 12 is an elongate member, having an upper end 18 and a lower end 20. The
upper end 18 is provided with a threaded portion 19. The shaft 12 is tapered at the
15 lower end 18 to form a pointed portion 22. The shaft 12 with pointed portion 22 is
adapted for insertion into a surface of ground.
The threaded portion 19 of the upper end 18 of the shaft 12 is adapted to receive the
pivotable support portion 16. The pivotable support portion 16 is comprised of an
upper portion 14 and a lower ppﬁion 26. The upper p”ortion 14 and lower portion 26
20 are connected by a pivotable coﬁnection means 32. |
The lower portion 26 of the pivotable support portion 16 includes a threaded portion
38, disposed at a lower end thereof. The threaded portion 38 is complementary to the

threaded portion 19 at the upper end 18 of the shaft 12. The threaded portions 19, 38
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_portio

The pivotabl e connection nmeans 32 is preferably in the
formof a ball and socket assenbly. To this extent,

w0 b@sjozsser portion 26 of the pivotabl e supportP@EDEGR008/000211

16 is provided with a socket 34. The socket 34 is
substantially concave in.configuration. The upper
portion 14 of the pivotable support portion 16

bfthe GHER 12 afd 169ed ?bﬁloﬁ%tdfrﬂi‘e PifotablReupporopciibe 16 ard ddapted to
36 is substantially spherical in configuration. The

ﬁ@ﬁhggdlﬁ’ggort%agggvdltg\@%hmggl on 26 of the pivotable

support 16 is adapted in use to engaglngly

ceiv he t abl e t.i on f. I

ThE SvEaLe ot b &nnf drt FhesbihBrint B8 AHE SRl 58 socket
|s therefore conpl enentary in conflguratlon to the
pyso@bhib| Eo Hos exten: B, lowpeDestion 2a i thecrivptableisapparkaersion 16-is
32 permts the pivotable support portion 16 to be
provatedbvith a suchetedt. dbiwusbclidt 84 ipgbstastidlyabnedve is hadfigut&ion.
The stopper portion 24 is disposed atop the | ower

WRE Upur pdeidaf 14 Hthp ipikatal QuppURRPRFtionPY intRBesldpivdtidle portion
st opper portion 24 conprises a substantially annul ar

b6 ange r}\)%%éaﬁlé paahesd Rl ﬁr’rﬁllg %gﬁéi‘rggpﬁrmoﬁﬁgfxé ) 3‘he socket

a segnent por

48 ha r surf ce 52. . Th urf e
88 of 4o ancioh 7 BB Sufe8E Sumeet el Bt RS Bhuse, to
50 has_an upper s] oping surface 30. The upper. sl o g
Sugaeely ok %aeoglemmar 6 fof A ¥IRST DpTHIOR léhﬁfffﬁe divotable
52 of the C-shaped portion 48 Preferably, the sloping
supporterdm HasT g@h s threfpBe coppléracrianyiiz opnfiguratitieto the
sl opi ng surface 30 is arranged in use, to face towards
pivetabidgpordorsBé.f ace 54 of a golf club 56. In this
manner, the provision of the sloping surface ensures

Tﬁé?ﬁdﬁﬁaﬁkm%mpﬁfetah@@z 2 rrhiSs ﬂﬁtpl%tﬁlﬂle %ﬁ}%’ortl Berrlohhﬁs to be
bei ng struck by 'the golf club 56 in play. T

ﬁ;’gpﬁgﬁr Opa%ﬂi]éb?)ﬂt %1% ugéerpe%rﬁvl%%??n Bafiygi t the depth to

* The stopper portion 24 is disposed atop the lower portion 26 of the pivotable support .

portion 16. The stopper portion 24 comprises a substantially annular flange 29,
truncated at one side to form a C-shaped portion 48 and a segmented portion 50. The
C-shaped portion 48 has an upper surface 52. The upper surface 52 is substantially
horizontal. The segmented portion 50 has an upper sloping surface 30. The upper
sloping surface 30 extends downwardly ﬁom the upper surface 52 of the C—shaped' :
portion 48. Preferably, the sloplng surface 30 has a gradrent of 25° to the honzontal |
The sloping surface 30 is arranged in use, to face towards a striking surface 54 of a
golf club 56. In this manner, the prov1s1on of the sloping surface 30 ensures that the
stopper portion 24 is not displaced upon the golf ball 11 being struck by the golf club

56 in play.
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tee 10 can be inserted into the ground surface. The
stopper portion 24 is adapted to lie contiguously with
wo b@sgesend surface in use. In this manner, theCESGHO&N00211
portion 24 abuts the ground surface, providing a
stabilising surface, which inparts greater stability

0 ol f hall, when placed . atop the golf tee 10,
Tﬁaﬁé%ﬂ% Ppariiop ké isprapided %Bmttité%dmh fmyhish the shafibof the golf
with a plurality of leg portions (not shown),
teexk(eerni bryinsonierivaatalthe grownd surfaome The stoppereparfion Bé is adapted to
st opper portion 24. The provision of |eg portions
liecaitigoutlyavigoihk graadisorfie ifRse khaBdivhaineE MMVEshPef Péition 24
the ground by pulling the stopper portion 24 upwardly.
£ yr : a
5% BRI RETheeP Do HEbiE TR DR reater
r surface of-t st er portion 24,
Stl-dg@gynetéra’i cal | ygo{lnfppg’glut e The slpgarﬁ"l‘a’ﬂg BiPt i Ohf acolirhdee 10,
C%ﬁiqﬁfc mar ker 28.is Ereferably_in the formof a line,
ougliVo e BRPPHIRPTEN 2t Bl ssroiisied avithup gprelily ofse portions
surface 52 of the stopper portion 24. The gui dance
(o shewnp gxtending desmwandly froged lowempmirface iofi thehsopper portion 24,
direction in which the golf ball atop the golf tee 10
The ponssioe df e pordurd enableplthly b1 tae 10fbesmbad RAtilpkdmoved from
vertical prong nenbers 40 are nounted atop the upper

tHR Q&b yBhulfhg Eﬂéestdﬁb&%o%%rﬁzﬁﬁ’%%ée@g? 14 of the

pi vot abl'e support portion 16. ably, three prong

. op th i vat.ab pot
THE SRPET 1R is 24 TRYRS RRUBIRE &R EnEt HRHRER R THR B Ldepeg marter
ng. g.r ons% nmenbers 40 rgay vagy fromone golf tee to .
HotSROSTY o a1} ppper surdasierof $a¢ stopRATaoriion sheliamgisically opposite .
strokes. For exanple, if it is desired to play a shot
thie laging porsiog P0atThdisvtdaneemprker 28 kxcpraferabdy gtthefogobf a line or
tee 10 having prong nenbers 40 that are relatively
arromgpdinted on gtttendisa alarkegngioh theupstr Berfalesiy abihe stopper portion
However, for a shot in which the distance travelled by

24.hehbahidahse MokePLERARYsE, Arlafg R0t Poiflin 1 @Rictioh e whith the
having rel atively shorter prong nenbers 40,

golf ball atop the golftee 10 is desired to travel.

A plurality of substantially vertical prong members 40 are mounted atop the upper
portion 36 of the pivotable portion 14 of the pivotable support portion 16. Preferably,
three prong members 40 are mounted atop the pivotable support portion 16.

‘The longitudinal length of the plurali‘;y qf prong members 40 may vary from one golf
tee 10 to another golftee 10 to suit paﬁicular. intended golf étrokes. For éxample, if it
is desired to play a shot in which a great distance is to be achieved, a golf tee 10

having prong members 40 that are relatively long in longitudinal length would be

desirable. However, for a shot in which the distance travelled by the ball is not



such as is shown in Figures 3 and 4, woul dbe

desirabl e. However, the | ongitudinal |ength of the
w@e@sg23settbers 40 on any single golf tee 10 i nPCT/SG2003/000211

accordance with the present invention nust be the

sanme. For exanple, in one enbodi nent, as seen in

Figure 2, the golf tee 10 has prong nenbers 40 that

inteadet tmbeso ignedt,ongolfuel h@lhaviepgthativelly ahoster prong eembers 40,

prong nmenbers 40 provi ded upon the golf tees shown in

JucH s RshewA M Furelnndal wolikdeesisddn in Figure 3,
has prong nenbers 40 that are greater in |ongitudinal

lat Ve 40 0f e.
FERRL HRIBhAKRP 100 & L o AR o ¥ Syt ol e 10
renmber. 40 exiends upwardly. fromthe_ pivotal portion 36
At e P (i GFE P YOp ARt R fR e EOp Grfag t one
portjon 42. Each pointed portion 42 i substanti al l!

5 ehndiaent; ps enmf mgﬁ@atq Bnthe\godlr teenl Gahasapeongonemhers 40 that are
pointed -portion 42 is arranged to point upwardly. The
gregdergn engitmdmaliBngth eelativeao gesipropg meniterpd O pitoaidedmpdi tire golf
36 of the support portion 16 in a substantially
tbés SAOFH iR Figheddld sHdrat TR bolfwed O ﬁl&ﬂﬁﬁﬁ*;i_g&e 3, has prong members
t herebet ween. Preferably, the prong nenbers 40 are

A ALy ARG IR SNSRI 1 o e s

arrangenment, .t he pointed_.portions 42 atop each prong
tﬁ%&@@%%ﬁﬁmﬁ%flmeé‘t %ﬁﬁ’glﬂ 1igg‘iel‘{] equi l ateral triangul ar
support surface 44, which supports a golf ball placed

10 E&WE PEREOmeMpR4Q sxeRdsupstardly ftom thechivels! perien3éref tha support
42 is such that the support surface 44 has mninma
positerad®6, wemtinating -golaf phiatad - portiorugdn. Edtte poirdedy portion 42 is-
nmenbers 40 upon the pivotal portion 36 of the support
sabsthntiafly adofical rao@gigutafiof,elhéreineiry agdx0sPthRpinted pyrtiod 42 is
each other. The close proximty of the prong

arranged to point upwardly.

The prong members 40 are arranged upon the pivotal portion 36‘ of the support
15 portion 16 in a substantially triangular configuration, with a space 46 therebetween.
Preferably, the prong members 40 are equidistantly and equiangularly spaced upon
the pivotal portion 36 of the support portion 16. In this arrangement, the pointed
portions 42 atop each prong member 40 form a substantially equilateral tri;angular
- support surface 44,'.whjch supports a golf ball placed thereupon. The configuration of
20 | eéch p‘ointed'portion 42 is \such tha"c the support sﬁrfacé 44 'has minimal conté;:t' wifh
the golf ball thereupon.
The prong members 40 upon the pivotal portion 36 of the support portion 16 are
arranged in relatively close proximity to each other. The close proximity of the prong

members 40 is such that the golf ball placed thereupon, when resting atop the pointed

6
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menbers 40 is such that the golf ball placed
t her eupon, when resting atop the pointedportions 42 of
wo b@spoe3B8y nenbers 40, does not distend into tPET/SEEO8000211
46 between the prong nenbers 40, as seen in Figure 1.
In this manner, the golf ball placed upon the prong

menberso?o is elevated in use, with mniml surface
POTHORS 8¢ of Hie RyePg memberud goswaotshistond inte theospaced6 between the

portions 42 of each prong nenber 40. It is envisaged

prangtmerneere d0iasreeen om Figirerl .nimtilis smianfiex theqgidf bl 11 placed upon

between the golf ball and the pointed portions 42,

teqgendwembbiisiotib elevhied i 8, With anARNERUrAEe 488 088l solf ball 11
bal | thereupon will assist a golfer to urge the gé%f

P PRI e pobfed AU Rh AR e brok B M Bfber o, Yy BtPipagd tha
AR T ith I PLERRN LS 00120 13"t Bointed

I nterconnected portion 41 at ends proximal to the
PRRiGBE %? ngther gritigthe eleveted angngeraent of dha galfbalb 11 jithereupon will
whi ch | ower ends of the prong nenbers 40 are
agsish gigoliehi teairpy theognifbdlbth a Fieater disemceonftecé@dadpaviti ®Bolf club
41 of the prong nmenbers 40 acts to maintain the prong

imekesen AdtHod of ptaylsd @f.i al |y vertical arrangenent
upon the pivotal portion 36 of the support portion 16.

Id the U tStw/OBEHIBS dimbRE J? %@ﬁl%gen? Q%Jeipgﬁ?,i #ﬁh&@ﬁi@?@gﬁ{eg:’ﬁgand 3,

menber 40 are mmintai ned i n subs
I

o AT B Ay A LI et o

nce.the golf ball placed thereupon as previously

bal
pijelel PPBist, 56 101t bie-TAPIE RSREBGH o WOHCh Fevgsr exlsnet the prong.— - -

i nvention, seen in Figure 4, the prong nenbers 40 are
membens &P armlongitedinallyi evahedteth gTle intdredningeted pottivmt4 106f théerong

golf tees 10 shown in Figures 2 and 3. In this regard,
msinberse40 peng nRimsihsthdOpdhe themBerki ABlY 4 QuBktMRIaH9 vertical

fromtheir vertical arrangement than the |onger prong
arfREBRES uhn He Jib6tal hdrfibn 36Hf the support portion 16. In this manner, the
pointed portions 42 of each prong member 40 are maintained in substantially
horizontal alignment with one another, thus sustaining the support surface 44 that is

best able to support and balance the golf ball placed thereupon as previously

described.

- In thelthird embodiment of the present invention, seen in Figure 4, the prong members

\‘40 are shortér in longitudiﬁal lengtﬁ relétive‘ to that of the goif ’tee‘s ld éhown iﬁ
Figures 2 and 3. In this regard, shorter prong members 40 are less likely to diverge
from their vertical arrangement than the longer prong members 40 of the first and
second embodiments and therefore, the prong members 40 are not pro{'ided with an

interconnected portion 41.
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second enbodi nents and therefore, the prong nenbers 40
are not provided with an interconnected portion 41.1n
wais@s/0sisaft 12 and the pivotabl e support portiPCI/86E03/000211
conbi ned by threadingly engaging the threaded portions
19, 38 of the shaft 12 and | ower portion 26 of the
pi vot abl e support portion 16. It shoul d be understood
It lnsd, shinfe 10i andt thb| sivgablei sappdrt pbrtiqer b iackedombineddyy threadingly
connected to the |l ower portion 26 of the pivotable

eSS the Rﬁfeﬁﬂémﬁ&ﬁron; e, §83rtthd 3nat lQhﬁldgﬁlwferé)%ﬁﬁéns% of the

inserted into the surface of ground by pushin

keamgeoﬁ%PB?& gbﬁgongﬁ%ﬁlé aﬁ%,ﬁeﬁﬁgp%?r%%o% R A tﬁ 'g'%a?} pOI’thIl 14 is

unt he, sto r n 24 abut e surface of the
&l?ﬂdﬂtlreﬁ%i: cfﬁflée é’%ﬁ ?Wrm?m%56 &gmwet%@f?@ﬁft portion
of the golf tee 10. The golf tee 10 is positioned such
1hat the guidance marker 28 points in the direction in
which it is- desired to drive the golf ball atop the
Thekhaft &2 o tte gdlOpient 3dnédried i3 thé stufecesdéOgpand byrpuskifg the
24 thus faces towards the striking surface 54 of the

p&igtdd Fdrtibn 28. of & SHAPAR! inRPHRd @RovkA. | g‘hﬁ n?d]f Rbe/ Qb &d pushed

about” t he pi votabl e connecti on nmeans

BT T BP0 ol P SR o
ennl SRt ey Sting SRR ol o %’lalgﬁ‘?%fg&a g e of

Is inserted. The golf ball is then placed upon the
The,gpléiee ls%llsﬂaaélélonad pchthetdle Byidenee matkest 28 points itothe dirgction
of the prong nmenbers 40. The golf ball may then be

inswhigh it #sydesirggbtof drizteuthe ignlfermjl dtoptire grifiteer10-nThe sloping portion-
accordance with playing the gane of golf. A fourth

3@ ob0eistppér fYrtibh 24 BRATEYs tdWMEE theXtriMinksuffav¥ £Eof the golf club
descri bed, mhereln l'i ke

56.

The support portion 16 is then pivoted about the pivotable connection means 32 until

the position of the pivotal portion 38 of the support portion 16 is such that the prong

members 40 are pointed vertically upwards, regardless of the angle of the surface in

which the shaft 12 of the golf tee 10 is inserted. The golf ball is then placed upon the

support surface 44 provided by the pointed portions 42 of the prong members 40. The

. golf ball may then be struck by a golf club in any known manner 1n accordance w1th '

playlng the game of golf
A fourth embodiment of the present invention will now be described, wherein like
parts are denoted by like numerals as hereinbefore described in the previous:

embodiments.
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parts are denoted by |ike nunmerals as hereinbefore
described in the previous enbodi nents.In this

weredpsazizent of the golf tee 10, the shaft 12 iBCT/SG2003/000211
replaced with a base portion 13. The base portion 13
conprises a substantially di sc-shaped nmenber 58, -
truncated at e to forma_fjrst portigon 60 and a

InghiSboineitoh ezaSolins 110y e Spa 1P S replroRdanih & bsse portion 13,
substantially horizontal upper surface 64. The second

Thyobasederéon Hgssoaimammubstyntsallypdlﬁgshqmé membéraf® tBicated at
Preferably, the sloping upper surface 66 has a

omgrsidt nbrmfa 5t patibh GOR@Aiaz@0bed porfibe 62 Abefrstiieibn 60 has a
surface 66 is arranged in use, to face towards the

subktahtidIROhcHiFohAs eppét Qb ®49 oi“lfxe §dcbid 5§rt10-'1_1h§2 g%\sr §;downwardly

portion 60 of the base portlon 13 prOV|des

Sl‘*’ﬁﬁ% yiheierte 1" FBBLRIE BPbE S B tlhit sy o

referab 0 Wth an anchor nmeans not shown)
& fihorzhalal ﬁé glapﬁgdwpigsqrgacséﬁ ds ﬁ%anrsee i gy [t face towards
acent t he ground- surface in use. Theanchor. neans
thcgnﬂftr@%lrfam §}€’ phthetgolfdutndef a wei ght, attached bel ow
o -internally of the base. portion 13. The upper
Theufifstparti6d 60 fof thechdse paitiqnor3 promideda platfohd Upaaaviicl b lesst one
13 is further provided with at |east one cavity 15.

ivéieble puttion I6Swakl pRINGAnéMbets 80 Park AR ¥Rpt he pivotabl e
pportlgn 36 and p?ong menber s ioaﬁﬁgﬁ the golf tee is

Tﬁé%zﬁé ?Rﬂﬁﬁ 13% g)frgf%fga% F;}/ pro tvli]cgﬁdg&} i {1%801110} g%éa%s ?‘ﬁ& IthGVn) so that

ree sep e portirons

nbers,. 40 art d a row atop the first ort|
g BAGPOTi b Eab TRl adpder gy autagsi D geas Ee—anchor-
portion has prong nenbers 40 having varyin
meapA s Pedvrably indhgiform afa praightoattachedibelomt oreimiémalishef the base.
. previous three enbodi mrents. The cavities are
poait@otdi ngly arranged to correspond to the varying
| ongi tudi nal | engths

The upper surface 64 of the first portion 60 of the base portion 13 is further provided
with at least one cavity 15. The cavity 15 is adapted in use to receive the pivotable
portion 36 and prong members 40 when the golf tee 10 is not in use.

Preferably, the golf tee 110 is provided with three separate pivotable portions 36 with

prong members 40, arranged in a row atop the first portion 60 of the base portion 13.

- Each individual pivotable portion 36 has.prong members 40 having varying

Hlongitudinal lengths as pre\}iouslly described in the previoué three embodiments. The

cavities 15 are accordingly arranged to correspond to the varying longitudinal lengths
of prong members 40.
_The pivotable portions 36 with prong members 40 mounted thereto are pivotable

between a first position, in which the pivotable portion 36 and prong members 16 are
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of prong nmenbers 40. The pivotable portions 36 with
prong nenbers 40 nounted thereto are pivotabl e between

wa@2G05/08338posi tion, in which the pivotabl e portPONSGH03/000211

and prong nenbers aresubstantially upright, and a

second position in which the pivotable portion 36 and
prong nenbers 40 are di sposed substantially
sobstat by alpirightyi addi & seéemdeposition &b whifcht the fastableopdriion 36 and
13. In use, a golfer places the golf tee 110 upon the

peotid membefs 1 &6 lEsRReH Pebitantialy hbALor IOk RRINGHB @a¥ityP N5 of the
36 to the first postion. In this position, the prong

H£%$Hﬁ % are substantially vertical and the golf

ba nmay be pl aced thereupon as previously described.

The sel ti n_of, whi i cul ot apl e- pqrti.on

il EfiTersRasss o Bt e 10 hsch Biooireds, 3F sy iortons the
the di stance of stroke t he %olfer desires to take.

pex%%bl% BAPIoBtiGhte B firnkepestionk dn thiseopitips: Bis| reopg mepnhers 40 are

36 with prong nmenbers 40 is pivoted into the second

spogtantiatiy, vérticalhamh thdegadf \batlaimay pomiiced héreapon pasoprgviously
menbers 4 are received by the -corresponding cavity

dbcribed TThe pblacutEst whichtgagiduilarqfiedthide poiivnt 3 631ha1’3@'111516éi pivoted
prong- nenbers 40 within the cavity is such that the

e e et
Ijl ! St pcisgl on &g s(% eg]gisgtsg]% (ﬁﬁoq égwﬁfgglrc}cr{ggr%te{n ers 40 is
LR A B 08l

shaft adapted for insertion into a surface of ground,

48 peviseaiide by Ubpootregamdingn camiyni 8d- Bheoplagemengped thenpivotable---

of the shaft, the pivotable support portion having a

- ppitiomadé tayd q;fromga iegitierp HONgithaniher &vitp Uist Bdsdchethefh@npivotable .

t he
portion 36 and prong members 40 are substantially flush with the upper surface 64 of

the first portion 60 of the base portion 13.
Modifications and variations as would be apparent to a skilled addressee are deemed

to be within the scope of the present invention.

10
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prong nmenbers being adapted in use to support a golf
bal | placed thereon; 2. A golf tee in accordance with

W@ b@s0e3B81 characteri sed in that the pivotabl e BUppGLZIN3/000211
portion is threadingly engaged with the upper end of
the shaft. 3. A golf tee in accordance with any one of
the preceding clains, characterised in that the
pi vot abl e support porti onCIa2sIM8 upper portion and a
| ower portion, wherein the upper portion includes a
pi votabl e portion. 4. A golf tee in accordance with
claim3, characterised in that the pivotable...

1portip goﬁv%eeoéo\&%r&m(gf% E%W%%ﬁteﬁ%?ﬁ%@ﬁiohhﬁto@ﬁﬁ%cg gg' fgmund, a

the shaft by a piv nection means. 5.

ee .ihn co ce with claim4, charagteri,sed i-n . ihat
olfefatyf SBPAT 2BRER, Bobhish el nERE B ¢ URShel by Frvotabic
assenbly. 6. A golf . tee in accordance any of clains 3
SERPOst pefign gleYlégias@araihﬁw phuRTighh STonSRFMBEs Tt theprupon, the
pi vot abl e support portion is provided with a socket,
pwingmeembers deivg\adepibd & wesrto isepporsa gafipélbplenedithgreon:
configuration to the socket, the pivotable portion of

2t he uwppelf erihiwbotdehdtgwitiagihed 1t ehbecerigalimdlay the pivotable

received by the socket. 7. A golf tee in accordance

sifch R R Raddfy BREREMIR I Dol et o "

S0t PG P ASE e WA 4P o M Phes IR SRR el
o GBSl BB BE S Bt B s B R Whern

claim7, characterised in that the downwardly sl oping

- - tha gt pomias ircledeadipdvetalde peBiono t he horizontal. 5 9. A

golf tee in accordance with any of clains 7 to 8,

-.4char @ctgelfi sedniavcoidatce Wwéth claim 3, .characterised in that the pivotable..

portion is pivotably mounted adjacent the upper end of the shaft by a pivotable
connection means.
5. A golf tee in accordance with claim 4, characterised in that the pivotable
connection means is a ball and socket assembly.
6. A golf tee in accordance any of claims 3 to 5, characterised in that the lower
portion of the pivotable support portion is provided with a socket, wherein the
pivotable portion - is complementary in configuration to the socket, the pivotable -
portioh of the ﬁpper portioﬁ béiné adapted to Be enga‘gingl}.' received by the socket.

| 7. A golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding claims, characterised in
that the shaft is provided with a stopper portion disposed adjacent to the upper end of

the shaft.

11
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stopper portion is provided with a guidance marker,
wherei n the gui dance marker is disposed dianetrically
woppss2i3el t he downwardly sl oping surface. 10. BCT®SG1003/000211
tee in accordance with any of clains 6 to 9,
characterised in that the stopper portion is provided
with a plurality of |eg portions extendi ng downwardly
8f r omAagdlbteerin scookdemee thithradaifn 6,-chgratteriseddn ¢t Stopyer @ortion
base portion with a | east one cavity and at- | east
- 0neis proPidé@ xathl LdocHRPLAl sRPing fifapé.vot abl y mounted on
an upper surface thereof, the o each pivotabl e support
ortixo | N0 | | phi . e
o ount el R Bttt Skt 1R ler e RO IR ety
use to support a golf ball aced t hereupon,
wher &%R”{gﬁ%ffr&?e l@i%"rﬁﬁ@@"ﬁ@%i“&‘?ﬁ E‘B’fl%orﬁajnber i s
recei.:vable within the cavity. 12. A golf tee in
9accoPaME &eanny decaidgnes withfany 196 claime ddiorfy chprarigsised in that the
characterised in that the pivotable support portion
sthppertporéen jsrproyided mitr s guidamteerd arkie rvénepaim the' hidankegndrker is
tee in accordance with any one of the preceding

disp ededBliaradteie AL dposiertht dowhwhiidy sI6ieh sifieg menber has
a pointed portion at an upper end thereof. 14. A golf

16.6€ AN @E G BARES Ml \whh %Eg‘o}%lahﬁF Y. %h&éﬁ@ﬁ%é;q ikht%t the

each pointed portion is subStantially cdnica

[ R an Wit h,an ne of. the precedjn
S8kl i B BEFRIR0ER b0 S8k LB RhEEE el
equi di stantly and equi angul arly arranged upon the
ﬁﬁﬁg\ﬁ)ﬂ’gﬁ%‘g dherefortion in a substantially annul ar
configuration, thereby form ng a support surface to

15 peft teg cguiptisingl 4 bpieapastion vatheapleast auiei ¢agity and at least-one-- - -

mai ntai ning mnimal contact therewith. 16. A golf tee

| ipivatatde dappmet portibn pivotafly impsdesresh 0pped!satfa®e thereof, the or ... ..

characterised in that :
each pivotable support portion having a plurality of upright prong members

mounted thereupon, the prong members being adapted in use to support a golf ball
placed thereupon, wherein the or each pivotable support member is receivable
within the cavity.

12. A golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding claims, characterised in
that the pivotable support portion has three prong members mounted thereupon.

-13. A golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding claims, characterised in

thét eacﬂ prong member -has‘ a poiﬁted pdrtion at an upper end thereof. |

14. A golf tee in accordance with claim 14, characterised in that each pointed portion
is substantially conical.

15. A golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding, characterised in that the

prong members are equidistantly and equiangularly arranged upon the pivotable

12
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the prong nenbers are arranged in close proximty to

each ot her upon the pivotable support nenber, the
wa@eeoatgB3sent of the prong nenbers defining a .PEPaGE03/000211

t her ebet ween, wherein a golf ball placed atop the

prong nmenbers has mninmal surface area disposed within

the space. 17. A golf tee in accordance with any_ one

ofuppest portiew it agubstaatiakly, ansiiar genBgurstéeh, itheretiaforaing a support

| ongi tudi nal Iength of the plurality of prong nenbers

oBurdack g lseppuiry @t pSIF eafiuplaced thpgdipoa) wislst nimhtaining miyimal

the sane. 18. A golf tee -in accordance with any one

obotils: tRERGEEI ng cl ains, characterised. n that the
Io%gituﬁ%ngﬁﬂlength of the prong nenbers is variable

N R ES U o fgire baf S BERlentBRERIRS Birigsgg in hae

claims to 19, characterised in that the base portion

c 8o Preigs menphierss erep aEngsA WaGlosg PROXBYt ineach plper upon the
hori zontal upper surface, and a second portion having.

a ptiosable rsupyors inopibreg, ther freangement. ofAthgopfongemeinhers defining a
accordance with claim 20, characterised in that the
depavsathdtebetieen) Mot faagsif hall plaggdadiopntheoprodfp membdre has
hori zontal. 2 .A golf tee in accordance with any one

OlnifilA41 Wirth& Ca diSPREAGAEI REGpdce. that the base

portion has three pivotable portions pivotably nounted
17, I}?rgce)ﬁqgé] in accordance with any one of the preceding claims, characterised in

that a longitudinal length of the plurality of prong members on a single pivotable
. support portion is substantially the same.

18. A golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding. claims, characterised.in....
that the longitudinal length of the prong members is variable and selected to suita -
particular intended golf stroke.

19. A golf tee in accordance with any one of claims 11 to 19, characterised in that the
base portion comprises a first portion having a substantially horizontal upper

surface, and a second portion having a downwardly sloping surface.

"~ 20. A golf tee in accordance with claim 20, characterised in that the downwardly

sloping surface has a gradient of 25° to.the horizorital.

21. A golftee in accordance with any one of claims 11 to 20, characterised in that the

base portion has three pivotable portions pivotably mounted thereupon.

13



