
TITLE "GOLF TEE" FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 The present
invention relates to a golf tee. BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION Golf tees comprising an inflexible shaft
with a substantially bowl-shaped support surface, upon
which a golf ball is balanced, are known. It may be
difficult to balance 10 a golf ball upon such golf
tees, detracting from the ability of a golfer to
strike the ball in a fashion that affords the best
drive possible. Difficulties in balancing the ball may
be particularly enhanced where the playing surface is
irregular. Further, it is theorised that the amount of
surface contact necessary between the ball and the tee
may hinder the distance of the drive when the ball is
struck by a golf club in the known manner of 15 play.
Such known golf tees may also be difficult to remove
from the ground after a shot has been played from the
tee. This difficulty may be enhanced in situations
where the playing ground is hard and dry. The present
invention attempts to overcome at least in part the
aforementioned 20. . disadvantages of previous golf
tees. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION In accordance with one
aspect of the present invention there is provided a
golf tee comprising a shaft adapted for insertion into
a surface of ground, a pivotable support 25 portion
mounted atop-an upper end of the shaft, the pivotable
support portion having aplurality of upright prong
members mounted thereupon, the prong members being 



adapted in use to support a golf ball placed
thereupon. In accordance with a second aspect of the
present invention there is provided a golf tee,
comprising a base portion with at least one cavity and
at least one pivotable support portion pivotably
mounted on an upper surface thereof, the or each
pivotable support portion having a plurality of
upright prong members mounted thereupon, the prong
members being adapted in use to support a golf ball
placed thereupon, wherein the or each pivotable
support member is receivable within the or each
respective cavity. DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF THE
INVENTION The present invention will now be described,
by way of example, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which: Figure 1 is a side elevation view
of a golf tee in accordance with the present
invention; Figure 2a is a plan view of a second
embodiment of a golf tee of the present invention;
Figure 2b is a longitudinal cross section of the golf
tee of Figure 2a; Figure 2c i an exploded longitudinal
cross section of the golf tee of Figure 2b; . Figure
3a is a plan viewof the golf teeof Figure ; Figure 3b
is a longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of
Figure 1; Figure 3c is an exploded longitudinal cross
section of the golf tee of Figure 1; Figure 4a is
apian view of a third embodiment of a golf tee of the
present invention; Figure 4b is a longitudinal cross
section of the golf tee of Figure 4a;Figure 4c is an
exploded longitudinal cross section of the golf tee of
Figure 4b; and 



Figure 5 is a plan view of a fourth embodiment of a
golf tee in accordance with the present invention;
Figure 6 is a side cross section of the fourth
embodiment of the golf tee of Figure 5 and Figure 7 is
a front cross section of the fourth embodiment of the
golf tee of Figure 5. Referring to the Figures, where
like parts are denoted by like numerals in different
embodiments, there is shown a golf tee 10 comprising a
shaft 12, a pivotable support portion disposed atop an
upper end of the shaft, a stopper portion 24 disposed
adjacent the pivotable support portion and a plurality
of .upright prong members 40. .. The shaft 12 is an
elongate member, having an upper end and a lower end
20. The upper end is provided with a threaded portion
19. The shaft 12 is tapered at the lower end 18 to
form a pointed portion 22. The shaft 12 with pointed
portion 22 is adapted for insertion into a surface of
ground. The threaded portion 19 of the upper end 18 of
the shaft 12 is adapted to receive the pivotable
support portion 16. The pivotable support portion 16
is comprised of an upper portion 14 and a lower
portion 26. The upper portion .14 and lower portion 26
are connected by a pivotable connection means 32. The
lower portion 26 of the pivotable support portion
includes a threaded portion 38, disposed at a lower
end thereof. The threaded portion 38 is complementary
to the threaded portion 19 at the upper end of the
shaft 12. The threaded portions 19, 38of the shaft 12
and lower portion 26 of the pivotable support portion
are adapted to be threadingly engaged with each other.



The pivotable connection means 32 is preferably in the
form of a ball and socket assembly. To this extent,
the lower portion 26 of the pivotable support portion
16 is provided with a socket 34. The socket 34 is
substantially concave in.configuration. The upper
portion 14 of the pivotable support portion 16
includes a pivotable portion 36. The pivotable portion
36 is substantially spherical in configuration. The
socket 34 of the lower portion 26 of the pivotable
support portion 16 is adapted in use, to engagingly
receive the pivotable portion 36 of the upper portion
14 of the pivotable support portion 16. The socket 34
is therefore complementary in configuration to the
pivotable portion 36; The pivotable connection means
32 permits the pivotable support portion 16 to be
pivotably rotated about the upper end of the shaft 12.
The stopper portion 24 is disposed atop the lower
portion 26 of the pivotable support portion 16. The
stopper portion 24 comprises a substantially annular
flange 29, truncated at one side to form a C-shaped
portion 48 and a segmented portion 50. The C-shaped
portion 48 has an upper surface 52. The upper surface
52 is substantially horizontal. The segmented portion
50 has an upper sloping surface 30. The upper sloping
surface 30 extends downwardly from the upper surface
52 of the C-shaped portion 48. Preferably, the sloping
surface 30 has a gradient of 25 to the horizontal. The
sloping surface 30 is arranged in use, to face towards
a striking surface 54 of a golf club 56. In this
manner, the provision of the sloping surface ensures
that the stopper portion 24 is not displaced upon the
golf ball being struck by the golf club 56 in play.The
stopper portion 24 is provided to limit the depth to
which the shaft 12 of the golf 



tee 10 can be inserted into the ground surface. The
stopper portion 24 is adapted to lie contiguously with
the ground surface in use. In this manner, the stopper
portion 24 abuts the ground surface, providing a
stabilising surface, which imparts greater stability
to a golf ball, when placed atop the golf tee 10.
Optionally, the stopper portion 24 may be provided
with a plurality of leg portions (not shown),
extending downwardly from a lower surface of the
stopper portion 24. The provision of leg portions
enables the golf tee to be more readily removed from
the ground by pulling the stopper portion 24 upwardly.
The stopper portion 24 further includes a guidance
marker 28. The guidance marker 28 is disposed on an
upper surface of the stopper portion 24,
-diametrically opposite the sloping portion 30. The
guidance marker 28 is preferably in the form of a line
or arrow, painted or otherwise marked upon the upper
surface 52 of the stopper portion 24. The guidance
marker 28 is in use, arranged to point in the
direction in which the golf ball atop the golf tee 10
is desired to travel. A plurality of substantially
vertical prong members 40 are mounted atop the upper
portion 36 of the pivotable portion 14 of the
pivotable support portion 16. Preferably, three prong
members 40 are mounted atop the pivotable support
portion 16. The longitudinal length of the plurality
of prong members 40 may vary from one golf tee to
another golf tee to suit particular intended golf
strokes. For example, if it is desired to play a shot
in which a great distance is to be achieved, a golf
tee 10 having prong members 40 that are relatively
long in longitudinal length would be desirable.
However, for a shot in which the distance travelled by
the ball is notintended to be so great, a golf tee 10
having relatively shorter prong members 40, 



such as is shown in Figures 3 and 4, wouldbe
desirable. However, the longitudinal length of the
prong members 40 on any single golf tee 10 in
accordance with the present invention must be the
same. For example, in one embodiment, as seen in
Figure 2, the golf tee 10 has prong members 40 that
are greater in longitudinal length relative to the
prong members 40 provided upon the golf tees shown in
Figures 3 and 4. The golf tee 10 shown in Figure 3,
has prong members 40 that are greater in longitudinal
length relative to the prong members 40 of the golf
tee of the embodiment as seenin Figure4. Each prong
member 40 extends upwardly from the pivotal portion 36
of the support portion 16, terminating -in a pointed
portion 42. Each pointed portion 42 i substantially
conical in configuration, wherein an apex of the
pointed -portion 42 is arranged to point upwardly. The
prong members 40 are arranged upon the pivotal portion
36 of the support portion 16 in a substantially
triangular configuration, with a space 46
therebetween. Preferably, the prong members 40 are
equidistantly and equiangularly spaced upon the
pivotal portion 36 of the support portion 16. In this
arrangement, the pointed portions 42 atop each prong
member 40 form a substantially equilateral triangular
support surface 44, which supports a golf ball placed
thereupon. The configuration of each pointed portion
42 is such that the support surface 44 has minimal
contact with the golf ball thereupon. The prong
members 40 upon the pivotal portion 36 of the support
portion are arranged in relatively close proximity to
each other. The close proximity of the prong 



members 40 is such that the golf ball placed
thereupon, when resting atop the pointedportions 42 of
the prong members 40, does not distend into the space
46 between the prong members 40, as seen in Figure 1.
In this manner, the golf ball placed upon the prong
members 40 is elevated in use, with minimal surface
area of the golf ball disposed below the pointed
portions 42 of each prong member 40. It is envisaged
that the combination of minimal surface contact
between the golf ball and the pointed portions 42,
together with the elevated arrangement of the golf
ball thereupon will assist a golfer to urge the golf
ball to a greater distance after contact with a golf
club in the known method of playing golf. In the first
two embodiments of the present invention, as shown in
Figures 2 and 3, the prong members 40 have an
interconnected portion 41 at ends proximal to the
pivotal portion 36_ f the..support portion 16, in
which lower ends of the prong members 40 are
longitudinally connected. The interconnected portion
41 of the prong members 40 acts to maintain the prong
members 40 in a substantially vertical arrangement
upon the pivotal portion 36 of the support portion 16.
In this manner, the pointed portions 42 of each prong
member 40 are maintained in substantially horizontal
alignment with one another, thus sustaining the
support surface 44 that is best able to support and
balance the golf ball placed thereupon as previously
described. In the third embodiment of the present
invention, seen in Figure 4, the prong members 40 are
shorter in longitudinal length relative to that of the
golf tees 10 shown in Figures 2 and 3. In this regard,
shorter prong members 40 are less likely to diverge
from their vertical arrangement than the longer prong
members 40 of the first and 



second embodiments and therefore, the prong members 40
are not provided with an interconnected portion 41.In
use, shaft 12 and the pivotable support portion are
combined by threadingly engaging the threaded portions
19, 38 of the shaft 12 and lower portion 26 of the
pivotable support portion 16. It should be understood
that the pivotable portion 14 is provided already
connected to the lower portion 26 of the pivotable
support portion 16. The shaft 12 of the golf tee is
inserted into the surface of ground by pushing the
pointed portion 22 of the shaft 12 into the ground.
The golf tee is pushed downwardly into the ground
until the stopper portion 24 abuts the surface of the
ground, thereby preventing further downward movement
of the golf tee 10. The golf tee 10 is positioned such
that the guidance marker 28 points in the direction in
which it is- desired to drive the golf ball atop the
golf tee The sloping portion 30 of the stopper portion
24 thus faces towards the striking surface 54 of the
golf club 56. The support portion 16 is then pivoted
about the pivotable connection means 32 until the
position of the pivotal portion 38 of the support
portion 16 is such that the prong members 40 are
pointed vertically upwards, regardless of the angle of
the surface in which the shaft 12 of the golf tee 10
is inserted. The golf ball is then placed upon the
support surface 44 provided by the pointed portions 42
of the prong members 40. The golf ball may then be
struck by a golf club in any known manner in
accordance with playing the game of golf. A fourth
embodiment of the present invention will now be
described, wherein like 



parts are denoted by like numerals as hereinbefore
described in the previous embodiments.In this
embodiment of the golf tee 10, the shaft 12 is
replaced with a base portion 13. The base portion 13
comprises a substantially disc-shaped member 58,
truncated at one side to form a first portion 60 and a
second portion 62. The first portion 60 has a
substantially horizontal upper surface 64. The second
portion 62 has a downwardly sloping upper surface 66.
Preferably, the sloping upper surface 66 has a
gradient of 25 to the horizontal. The sloping upper
surface 66 is arranged in use, to face towards the
striking surface 54 of the golf club 56. The first
portion 60 of the base portion 13 provides a platform
upon which at least one pivotable portion 36 with
prong members 40 is arranged atop. The base portion is
preferably provided with an anchor means (not shown)
so that the base portion 13 is able-to lie stably
adjacent the ground- surface in use. Theanchor. means
is preferably in the form of a weight, attached below
o -internally of the base. portion 13. The upper
surface 64 of the first portion 60 of the base portion
13 is further provided with at least one cavity 15.
The cavity is adapted in use to receive the pivotable
portion 36 and prong members 40 when the golf tee is
not in use. Preferably, the golf tee 110 is provided
with three separate pivotable portions 36 with prong
members 40, arranged in a row atop the first portion
60 of the base portion 13. Each individual pivotable
portion has prong members 40 having varying
longitudinal lengths as previously described in the
previous three embodiments. The cavities are
accordingly arranged to correspond to the varying
longitudinal lengths 



of prong members 40. The pivotable portions 36 with
prong members 40 mounted thereto are pivotable between
a first position, in which the pivotable portion 36
and prong members aresubstantially upright, and a
second position in which the pivotable portion 36 and
prong members 40 are disposed substantially
horizontally within the cavity 15 of the base portion
13. In use, a golfer places the golf tee 110 upon the
surface of ground and positions the pivotable portion
36 to the first postion. In this position, the prong
members 40 are substantially vertical and the golf
ball may be placed thereupon as previously described.
The selection of which particular pivotable portion 36
that will be pivoted into this position is dependant
on the distance of stroke the golfer desires to take.
Upon completion of the stroke, the pivotable portion
36 with prong members 40 is pivoted into the second
position, in which the pivotable portion 36 and prong
members 4 are received by the -corresponding cavity
15; - The placement of the pivotable - portion 36 and
prong- members 40 within the cavity is such that the
pivotable . portion 36 and prong members 40 are
substantially flush with the upper surface 64 of the
first portion 60 of the base portion 13. Modifications
and variations as would be apparent to a skilled
addressee are deemed to be within the scope of the
present invention. OCLAIMS . A golf tee comprising a
shaft adapted for insertion into a surface of ground,
a pivotable support portion mounted atop an upper end
of the shaft, the pivotable support portion having a
plurality of upright prong members mounted thereupon,
the 



prong members being adapted in use to support a golf
ball placed thereon; 2. A golf tee in accordance with
claim 1, characterised in that the pivotable support
portion is threadingly engaged with the upper end of
the shaft. 3. A golf tee in accordance with any one of
the preceding claims, characterised in that the
pivotable support portion has an upper portion and a
lower portion, wherein the upper portion includes a
pivotable portion. 4. A golf tee in accordance with
claim 3, characterised in that the pivotable....
portion is pivotably mounted adjacent the upper end of
the shaft by a pivotable connection means. 5. A golf
tee in accordance with claim 4, characterised in that
the pivotable connection means is a ball and socket
assembly. 6. A golf tee in accordance any of claims 3
to 5, characterised in that the lower portion of the
pivotable support portion is provided with a socket,
wherein the pivotable portion is complementary in
configuration to the socket, the pivotable portion of
the upper portion being adapted to be engagingly
received by the socket. 7. A golf tee in accordance
with any one of the preceding claims, characterised in
that the shaft is provided with a stopper portion
disposed adjacent to the upper end of the shaft.8. A
golf tee in accordance with claim 6, characterised in
that the stopper portion is provided with a downwardly
sloping surface. 9. A golf tee in accordance with
claim 7, characterised in that the downwardly sloping
surface has a gradient of 25 to the horizontal. 5 9. A
golf tee in accordance with any of claims 7 to 8,
characterised in that the 



stopper portion is provided with a guidance marker,
wherein the guidance marker is disposed diametrically
opposite the downwardly sloping surface. 10. A golf
tee in accordance with any of claims 6 to 9,
characterised in that the stopper portion is provided
with a plurality of leg portions extending downwardly
from a lower surface thereof. - golf tee comprising a
base portion with a least one cavity and at- least
-one- - pivotable support portion pivotably mounted on
an upper surface thereof, the o each pivotable support
portion having a plurality of upright prong members
mounted thereupon, the prong members being adapted in
use to support a golf ball 15 placed thereupon,
wherein the or each pivotable support member is
receivable within the cavity. 12. A golf tee in
accordance with any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that the pivotable support portion
has three prong members mounted thereupon.  13. A golf
tee in accordance with any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in 20 that each prong member has
a pointed portion at an upper end thereof. 14. A golf
tee in accordance with claim 14, characterised in that
each pointed portion is substantially conical. 15.A
golf tee in accordance with any one of the preceding,
characterised in that the prong members are
equidistantly and equiangularly arranged upon the
pivotablesupport portion in a substantially annular
configuration, thereby forming a support surface to
support a golf ball placed thereupon, whilst
maintaining minimal contact therewith. 16.A golf tee
in accordance with any of the preceding claims,
characterised in that 



the prong members are arranged in close proximity to
each other upon the pivotable support member, the
arrangement of the prong members defining a . space
therebetween, wherein a golf ball placed atop the
prong members has minimal surface area disposed within
the space. 17. A golf tee in accordance with any one
of the preceding claims, characterised in that a
longitudinal length of the plurality of prong members
on a single pivotable support portion is substantially
the same. 18. A golf tee -in accordance with any one
of the preceding claims, characterised. n that the
longitudinal length of the prong members is variable
and selected to suit a particular intended golf
stroke. 19. A golf tee in accordance with any one of
claims to 19, characterised in that the base portion
comprises a first portion having a substantially
horizontal upper surface, and a second portion having
a downwardly sloping surface. 20. A golf tee in
accordance with claim 20, characterised in that the
downwardly sloping surface has a gradient of 25 to the
horizontal. 2 .A golf tee in accordance with any one
of claims to 20, characterised in that the base
portion has three pivotable portions pivotably mounted
thereupon. 


