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(57) Abstract: This application relates to improvements in environments for microbial testing. Exemplary embodiments provide a
uniquely configured tray containing an environment conditioning material, such as an oxygen scavenger material, for use with a cassette
assembly. Furthermore, some embodiments provide a cutting mechanism that allows the tray to be reliably breached, thereby exposing
the material inside to the environment. Some embodiments can cut open the material with specially-configured cutter teeth, which can
easily be deployed by twisting or pushing two halves of the cassette assembly.
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