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generating a base machine image, the base
machine image comprising a bootable subset of
301 —__ | desired virtual server capabilities and a
configuration manager

h 4

303 —__ | transmitting instructions to instantiate the base
machine image on at least one virtual server

5

determining the configuration manager of the
instantiated virtual server is ready to receive
configuration information

305

h 4
307 —_ | transmitting, to the configuration manager,
configuration information for the instantiated virtual
server

Fig. 3
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providing an interface to a hosted virtual server
service, the interface comprising:

input means for a user to select a virtual
server configuration among a plurality of virtual
server configurations; and

input means for a user to set a policy for
dynamically instantiating virtual servers, the policy
comprising at least one condition;

601 —\_

603 ~_ v
determining that the at least one condition has
been met
A 4
605 —~

transmitting, to the hosted virtual server service,
instructions to instantiate a virtual server
according to the selected virtual server
configuration

Fig. 64
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providing an interface to a hosted virtual server
service, the interface comprising:

input means for a user to select a virtual server
configuration among a plurality of virtual server
configurations;

input means for a user to set a policy for
dynamically instantiating virtual servers, the policy
comprising at least one condition; and

input means for the user to specify at least one
configuration variable with a value to be
determined based on a property at the time of
instantiation

601a—_

603
determining that the at least one condition has

been met

605 r
transmitting, to the hosted virtual server service,

instructions to instantiate a virtual server
according to the selected virtual server
configuration

607 3
determining a value for each of the specified at

least one configuration variables

609 Y
transmitting the determined value to the

instantiated virtual server

Fig. 6B
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providing an interface to a plurality of hosted
virtual server services, the interface comprising:

input means for a user to select a virtual server
configuration among a plurality of virtual server
configurations;

input means for a user to set a first policy for
selecting among the plurality of hosted virtual
server services; and

input means for a user to set a second policy
for dynamically instantiating virtual servers, the
policy comprising at least one condition;

601b —\_

603 ¥
determining that the at least one condition has

been met

705 ¥
selecting one of the plurality of hosted virtual

server services according to the first policy

605 ¥
transmitting, to the selected hosted virtual server

service, instructions to instantiate a virtual server
according to the selected virtual server
configuration

Fig. 7



