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CLAIMS

1. Use of a peptide, or pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, comprising between 3 

and 50 amino acids according to the formula I:

((X)l(Y)m)n (I)

wherein l and m are integers from 0 to 10; n is an integer from 1 to 10; X and Y are the same 

and are arginine in the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of a fungal infection.

2. Use as claimed in claim 1 wherein X and Y are D or L-amino acids.  

3. Use as claimed in claim 1 wherein the peptide comprises 3 to 15 amino acids. 

4. Use as claimed in claim 2 wherein the peptide comprises 3 to 7 amino acids.

5. Use as claimed in claim 1 wherein the fungal infection is selected from the group 

consisting of tinea, candidiasis, histoplasmosis, blastomycosis and aspergillosis.

6. Use as claimed in claim 1 wherein the fungal infection is a non-dermatophyte 

infection.

7. Use as claimed in claim 6 wherein the fungal infection is a yeast infection.

8. Use as claimed in claim 7 wherein the fungal infection is caused by a fungal pathogen 

of the genus Candida spp.

9. Use as claimed in claim 1 wherein the fungal infection is a dermatophyte infection.

10. Use as claimed in claim 9 wherein the infection is caused by a fungal pathogen of the 

genus Trichophyton spp.

11. Use as claimed in claim 10 wherein the fungal pathogen is Trichophyton interdigitale.

12. Use as claimed in claim 10 wherein the fungal pathogen is Trichophyton rubrum.
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13. Use as claimed in claim 9 wherein the fungal infection is a cutaneous infection.

14. Use as claimed in claim 13 wherein the infection is onychomycosis.  

15. An antifungal composition comprising one or more peptides or pharmaceutically 

acceptable salts and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, excipient or diluent, wherein said 

peptide is according to the formula I:

((X)l(Y)m)n (I)

wherein the peptide comprises between 3 and 50 amino acids and wherein l and m are 

integers from 0 to 10; n is an integer from 1 to 10; X and Y which are the same and arginine.

16. An antifungal composition as claimed in claim 15 wherein the composition comprises 

at least two peptides according to formula I, wherein the peptides are different. 

17. An antifungal composition as claimed in claim 15 wherein the excipient or diluent is 

selected from the group consisting of an acid, dimethylsulphone, N-(2-

mercaptopropionyl)glycine, 2-n-nonyl-1,3-dioxolane and ethyl alcohol.    

18. An antifungal composition as claimed in claim 17 wherein the excipient or diluent is 

an acid selected from the group consisting of acetic acid, citric acid, boric acid, lactic acid, 

propionic acid, phosphoric acid, benzoic acid, butyric acid, malonic acid, malic acid, oxalic 

acid, succinic acid or tartaric acid.

19. An antifungal composition as claimed in claim 18 wherein the acid is acetic acid.

20. An antifungal composition as claimed in claim 19 wherein the acetic acid is present in 

the composition at a concentration of less than 1%, 0.5%, 0.25%, 0.1%, 0.05% or 0.01% 

acetic acid.
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