


































































34 

 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:  

1. Headgear for a breathing interface, the headgear comprising at least the one 

strap, the at least one strap having a customizable stretch characteristic, wherein the at least 

one strap incorporates a stretch component, a relatively non-stretch member and two or 

more buckles that interconnect the at least one strap and the relatively non-stretch member, 

and wherein the two or more buckles are adjustable along a length of the relatively non-

stretch member. 

2. The headgear of Claim 1, wherein the stretch component has a greater 

length than the relatively non-stretch member. 

3. The headgear of Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the two or more buckles are 

adjustable such that an intermediate length of the stretch component disposed between the 

two buckles can be varied. 
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4. The headgear of any of the preceding Claims, wherein adjusting the spacing 

between the two or more buckles adjusts the amount of the stretch component that is 

secured to the relatively non-stretch member and, therefore, unable to stretch. 

5. The headgear of any of the preceding Claims, wherein the relatively non-

stretch component comprises a hollow portion through which the stretch component 

passes. 

6. The headgear of Claim 5, wherein the two or more buckles attach to the 

non-stretch component with the stretch component being secured within the non-stretch 

component. 

7.  Headgear for a breathing interface, the headgear comprising at least the one 

strap, the at least one strap having a customizable stretch characteristic, wherein the at least 

one strap incorporates a stretch component, a relatively non-stretch member and two or 

more limiters that interconnect the at least one strap and the relatively non-stretch member, 

and wherein the nonstretch member comprises two or more apertures that receive the two 

or more limiters and the stretch member comprises two or more apertures. 

8. The headgear of Claim 7, wherein the stretch component has a greater 

length than the relatively non-stretch member.  

9. The headgear of Claim 7 or Claim 8, wherein the nonstretch member 

comprises at least three openings and the stretch component comprises at least three 

openings. 

10. The headgear of any of Claims 7-9, wherein the two or more apertures of 

the non-stretch member have a first spacing and the two or more apertures of the stretch 

member have a second spacing. 

11. The headgear of Claim 10, wherein the second spacing is the same as the 

first spacing. 

12. The headgear of Claim 10, wherein the second spacing is different from the 

first spacing. 

13. The headgear of Claim 12, wherein the second spacing is less than the first 

spacing. 
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14. The headgear of any of Claims 7-13, wherein the two or more limiters are 

connected for movement. 

15. The headgear of Claim 14, wherein a hinge connects two adjacent limiters 

such that depressing one causes a lifting of the other. 

 


