ABSORBENT ARTI CLE | NCLUDI NG BARRI ER LEG CUFF STRUCTURE AND AN ELASTI CALLY
STRETCHABLE SI DE PANEL Abstract An absorbent article includes a chassis

i ncluding a topsheet and a backsheet joined to the topsheet and an
absorbent core | ocated between the topsheet and the backsheet. The chassis
has a front wai st region, a back waist region, a crotch region |ocated
between the front wai st region and the back wai st region, a |ongitudinal
axis extending through the front and back wai st regions and a | ateral axis
substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis. A barrier cuff strip
extends in a longitudinal direction fromthe front waist region to the
back wai st region along the topsheet. 3he barrier cuff strip includes a
front end at the front waist region, a back end at the back wai st region
and proximal and distal edges connecting the front end and the back end.

The barrier cuff strip dista e is attached to the topsheet cuff
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l ongitudinally fromthe outer bond edge. A side panel extends laterally
beyond a side of the chassis and is joined to the chassis at one of the
front and back waist regions at a [ﬁﬁéﬂ—foi nt regi on extendi ng betvveen an
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cuff end rough télgqfront a baék waTst regions and a lateral axis substantially perpendlcular to
the longitudinal axis. A barrier cuff strip extends in a longitudinal direction from the front
waist region to the back waist region along the topsheet. The barrier cuff strip includes a
front end at the front waist region, a back end at the back waist region and proximal and
distal edges connecting the front end and the back end. The barrier cuff strip distal edge
is attached to the topsheet at a cuff end bond region having an outer bond edge at one
of the front and back ends of the barrier cuff strip and an inner bond edge spaced
fongitudinally from the outer bond edge. A side panel extends laterally beyond a side of
the chassis and is joined to the chassis at one of the front and back waist regions at a
panel joint region extending between an outer panel joint edge and an inner panel joint
edge. The side panel includes an elastically stretchable material. A longitudinal distance
from the lateral axis to the inner panel joint edge is at least about 1/4 of a longitudinal
distance from the lateral axis to the inner bond edge of the cuff end bond region.
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