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rel ates to napkins being tableware, and in particular to paper ' napkins ((‘L)
whi ch ar ewprdznsedywi th images. It is known to fold napki NnScrieste/eios N
absor bent paper, into regular geonetric 5 shapes, for safe in stacked

mul tiples, wapped in transparent plastics packagi ng or boxes or the |iKke.
Square fol ded napkins, for exanple, are pre-folded with two |

fol ds, and arm,%higu unfol ded for use at table. Sonetines sucﬂmmmm‘mmmmmmﬂm
arranged decorafitvely on a table by introducing further folds and,{hgn

setting them on thgd i ' ki [Pr=y'e ' | so
known to fold tex?i% II em?%ﬁﬁgﬁgﬁ% !O\Thai%gﬁkgﬁtl)u %Eftéhwgﬁé?bag@sﬂff?ré ttﬁglg“tt? h%poe?

*decor ative 3+@ApRRSWhhHre phARENithdmagésindi ng on a table top. The
preparation of napkins by folding themin a decorative manner for

presentation on theistkpBlwA tb &d !nEpIEihﬁﬁnmsﬂﬂ)enﬁEgpérhmftéﬁgﬁzgg&beﬁige

‘present invention is to save tine by providi ng napkins een

“fol deg 1 ' ' t PRackiBd B
pre. {0} dod Lendeennalane by s@adhaubBairahaed I G8peAh BckiTBl@bRL o

tabl e top. The present invention provides a

paper napki n peagsbl tefikdei Beusbasled ﬁaggmspfd?%xﬁgiﬁét?hdgégigée-@%e{og%ﬁ%@ge

and storage, the napkin being pre-print such t napki n

resenbl es a g ' ol i ' . h j | :
5 i mons onal® oy oy oan A Bpkiaf M st RN SN Bpjune,

attractive tegpg l%irr!afﬁll«.’;tl?d1 de&rativel 8Hlaﬂtahfé E\{(ﬁﬁ%ﬁbéng%ﬁﬁer%ﬂlﬁg at"ﬁg Gthgmr? ts%iﬁhét of

a recogni sed footba team THus the napkin nmay be pre-prin

represent ati gibrRbnafhe tBfStopdrites Wﬁﬂﬂ@a@kﬁgm%e 1198980 Rhowil & @thgtﬂer'hg

its pre-folded configuration, suc to rese a sports shirt.”

i nvent i ORgCapapkis® WRch $RGuIBIHhéh BE\sBrEhed, tirﬁa‘ofe%ralﬂflé’@%I}hgﬂﬂbnél'%ﬂag& for
busi ness by printing pronotional | nmages, the napkins then being used at
busi ness ' staRNLOP &GRS topCT/ GB02/ 00208 corporate neal s and/or special.
corporate functions such as race neetings, Wnbledon tennis chanpi onshi ps
and other maj or SRHAE! bhadaRHEA S ' m i Al | opal
obj ect represented bybtﬁg p?g-fol g@%ng%ﬁélﬁhhak?e%@%bégé@%%’gl ﬁgﬂ(ﬁ#r @ﬁe

rel evant CompaRkn@fioh (oh PeOHHE! o 1 timéecéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg,%ﬁdﬂhlﬁ?%ﬁﬁ&\é&e e pri&inpod of

manuf acture of a pre-fol ded napkin, conprisin an |matg'e on a flat

e oab¥, pinvaiforl 48 donald dn By BRRAGE b Whith*had $Beh "h-Bagd™! | o

size such that it reveals a portron o e printed rnmage and

i s capabhg OEeQ&Eﬁ%I%SﬁFKI"eq"e%W&rﬁ?é%@ﬁtaﬁ%lﬁﬁgrﬁé’d?ﬁeﬁéoﬁ&{abE@Eage and

storage, the napkin being pre-printed su at t pr e- ed napkin

resenbles 1 Q a rag@qibsat! ifvedtigh 'H?&ﬁcilé?sné‘lpré’-mlée"%gaé %ﬁ?gﬁl\%dtq% r"nQ@gn

i nvention may be better understood, preferred I'T""now

described, bya¥ale Of KRR BBk With othdrisUchl RIpkiEerot %ak%eggﬁd;%%t}%ﬁ@e si de

drawi ngs, in which: Figure 1 is a perspective view from-a

of a pre-fol dagkiR oMy pre-piRiid SucRTRANHE Pee-fdiked .garf@m Lée%Fmbiléé 4 ﬁ%ggﬁ%qi@f a

football shirt; Figure 2'is a perspective view ow of I n of
Figure 1; Fi gliifedsibfal oBjekt.an view of the napkin of Figures 1 and 2 inits
unf ol ded, fl at :

20 The recognisable 3-dimensional object could for example be an animal or a
similar object attractive to children, or It could be a sports shirt such as the shirt of a
recognised football team. Thus the napkin may be pre-printed with a representation
of at least a neckline adjacent one edge of the napkin in its pre-folded configuration,
such as to resemble a sports shirt.

25 The invention can also be used as a novelty item for promotional use in

business by printing promotional images, the napkins then being used at business
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condition; Figures 4a to 4f are sequential diagrans show ng the folding
operations for 20 the napkin of Figures 1 to 3; Figures 5a to Smare

di agr ans feyo2iobessequential folding of a different napkin @W; Qshst he
invention and representing a sleeved football shirt when pre-tol o?eg}; ..

Figure 51 being an underside plan view, and Figure 5mbeing a top plan
view, of the fully pre-folded napkin; 25 Figures 6a to 6e are diagrans

cor respondi NGgohRFRRC h}e‘é‘l‘é Hfdr Féﬁéfa? Scol}&x_)rfafa%n 3@%&@%&%7’%&2%&0 n?eeﬂr%’éfi n

representing a sleeveless tootball shir
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pre-fol ded napkins as shown 1| I gure pa pKINs Tl ed in
-t hese exanpl g : 5 | ¥ .PaRE i ls sufficiently
absor bont For enraAERSINS Sy Bbrel e, iy HePBRACIAT BBk R tiar bE " o
keep its fol d, j (e ow it to be pre-printed wth a
col gured i mgzmﬁ% 2’?3\%\#’?‘?@%@@ oﬁt{s%?@c{és. napki n reprgsenltos t he

footbal | ghirt of gueldntkRaWe ﬁ@ﬁm%%aéahg{rﬁgpﬂfﬂgﬁuﬁ%t}ré o%}ﬁrﬁbicﬁ%ﬁ ipgo. (of

whi ch only the necke\c,@él gnis iona adv Ieri al
f i - of. i Ldi fi t
et ed- i ¢ EofBrsing pftin®an WiadePort 4 O Ler S3pIR, P IRER 1 séé%%gégxédh

q ked | . y . ) . )
The i rmgee. ¢ uifbié FAAS R Eamelloritd Gnifde i AYeal Mo dbudiritibofton gh HE' Cd

f ol ded q ; i ] i .l nst
bt ol ng a oBinfEs Rfa6e K8 I Banabienh foidd'stabket it Sitel Qi ﬁa}k@sigéiacﬁ%?a
i p i j I { t hat, t

Cpor tant | mand stira6ehe Gadch Béing bEortd bt ot b8 BFORIGE nopkR bbbt
provi ded_1bnt %rrgéédﬂséﬂéé‘-dlméﬁs%%gl &%&mtl ons for holding the stack of

napkins in place,” avol di ng damage fough shifting in transit. This woul d

be i wh ' e ' . o] o I,
ani | Shapes. o T&PLRy SHRE Ry RER "ﬁée‘fsdceﬁeﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁé?f%%?ﬁéwf%i"%‘éﬁgya%rd I above
snimal shapes. ) : P
2" wibon okl A6 HeUEERSuG, B7 b A eroibiafind Wih reroie 10 R SEubabfind o

i mage- represgpgvj,iﬂgs th&nefi rt neck, along one edge. It is also pre-printed .
with | ogos representing the teamand its sponsors. To assist in the
pre-folding durin

R b e s L
o Soc AP Skl ek o R Sl R P2 0SS
napkin inits Figure 2 is a perspective view from below of the napkin of Figure 1;
Figure 3 is.a plan view of the napkin of Figures 1 and 2 in its unfolded, flat
condition; .
Figures 4a to 4f are sequential diagrams showing the folding operations for
20  the napkin of Figures 1 to 3;
Figures 5a to 5m are diagrams for the sequential folding of a different napkin
embodying the invention and representing a sleeved football shirt when pre-folded;
Figure 5| being an underside plan view, and Figure 5m being a top plan view, of the
fully pre-folded napkin;
25 Figures 6a to Be are diagrams corresponding respectively to Figures 5i to

5m, but relating to a napkin representing a sleeveless football shirt; and



unfol ded state, when it is to be used at table. The napkin is folded from
its open state of Figure 3, In the sequence illustrated in Figures 4a to
4f . As shwomn2iose7b7 gure 4a, the outer quarter nmargins are ScrabsidoR@ck
along respective lines 11, and as shown in Figure 4b these are further

fol ded together along the centre line 11. Then as shown in Figure 4c, the
quadrupl e thickness rectangle of Figure 4b is fol ded i}lgonlg' one (j:(‘) the | |hnes
10, and in Figure b7 il i : ) shown
in Figure 4e, one Fi%cgéi7s'§t% u%eﬁé eﬂlr?ta\g&?%]éygts ﬁgﬁ’{‘]‘%@‘ﬁ%at %Ilji)é@%?dee-frlﬂpﬁa
napki n keeps aslshowhaPlighfe $hown 10 in Figure 4f, and as al so shown In
Figures 1 and 2. An al fTernative nethod of folding a nap}un froma y
'rectangul ar fl at b ns i S _ epr e ing a
sl eeved f oot bal | gﬁ?ﬁ{%_pb?rﬂaepkﬁeég%#s%d;bgt%ls%o?%gndﬁ ér%a%%fﬁ ngéd éﬁ‘é’ﬁ_r §'et§56q S
shown with s iy f ine, o ST
'pre-printed R}ﬁfﬁa;gégq?ﬂn%%fgﬁﬁﬁ gtBﬂtE géc{rﬁ%r{t @Lg\s/\%q algng f@%i%@gg’ %L'{ \WP'{CH The

i LR B ; j LRV f the.wdth.
The i mages of TRe R KSRp i By RARKPUAACH2E sty RlnB piabuted

quarter porti i n shown in Figure 5a. First, as shown in Figure
5b, the out emsa?éor@ad?g? ns,” each being one eighth the overall wdth; are

next adj acent. por (LRSS #dp 3.8 bR eBihebits R AL 'St i
Papki 0 s shomt) RoRpa NP 15! Ao odb, HPAHER sl RS BPPkioRe” dapii n
Co the || nes 10" Ar Sk SpERaN: pLeheRl, Akl ks Spdirdinod SFa0R fhe 13
bri ni e, 5 SenarT SRy S ARG §in N IRt T BTERARHAP dfdte 1 ong
Form & di amoud i PiShER T e B plprem S REERof o b8 Tt PR Lol ner <
13, “flaps 1 otnfffe BragetondidRechIRBOT G i Hic bl nifer: Bifwres -
houn | £l ot REAIER G0l e B oo 5812 BRG S B T oo

front and baghmbiaely FhdtaRtht Bdx RGN RTREASRE WA Hher Fifiaflee Y84 BO Lons can
té} E;Pla € ?Hgi E¥Tund on

be pre-printed wth e rel evant markings and 10gos-

the teamshiph &s?BarftiQ@vg%:lfg‘géPe?\h.sxhﬁaﬁﬁgﬁn k [ndlledMin %f]e \E%tﬁg&%&f@% dbgh,

used to produce a sl egev shirt, by omtting eps o _ (

4t and P gur oo aners TnepBkEGo OF ek ikeridly Wi o idicna rinelpd, O ©
o oduced) w T Tho SBENTE 1P plck?RdngARhidke SRS Hirnadh BHER, cidans.
cour d bo. r opy oad e, fHERE wnBR]he tpPie KaRE RAGHqHa! bk bhdbes Fon fenie ™ ©

be- pre-Tol dor e Bt he e St SRRl . O T Be 1 mpor tant
20 As shown from above in Figure 1, which reveals the front of the shirt, and
from below in Figure 2, which reveals the rear of the shirt, the paper is pre-printed
with an image representing the shirt neck, along one edge. It is also pre-printed
with logos representing the team and its sponsors. To assist in the pre-folding

during manufacture, as shown in Figure 3, the original paper biank, which is

25  rectangular, is also pre-printed lightly with folding lines 10 and 11, at right-angles to

each other.



that they could be sufficiently flat
and storage, one above anot her. They

and stable to be stacked for packing
shoul d al so be sufficiently stable

that theywgidydsesh in the pre-folded condition on the tablgt@edbdshout
becom ng unfol ded. 20 Further, table stands for the individual pre-folded

napki ns may be provided, either separately or packed together with the
napki ns. The stands woul d nount the napkins vertically for display on the
printing their nameand Bpaaade e Hefteats, ATeiig Teprentite e rBBRA ACHE e
Papki n ot ands 'pay 5| S RetPB o LG S8 7EREIRSY BT cmozs 00208 | mmges i thi's
el i -known char act 1S SRR i Mdd §8nL BXREALER oS LT FBNRBee,
bo i dent 1 1yi nyeebnsa EuERGIET T URERTn RO U e Pier HEhdi ety SR ¢
hape of the FAETBR% ot RERGRIBIRES T b 8 shdli [l AZhBE: Rouile; .,
hr ough & di Sl sE e A BT noa aurs B2 ot e G e
Shape of "the TaapiREFoREERat obpl o AR ATIREACILIE,
promotional | FRas 4t Okt BRnd Tk BHRF bt i 1RE 102P s MhiowANH R 4B%dd1em

to the conpany.™ A furt sin od I's using € napKki

exanpl & for pabd B BihEEHbr o BHERLHERUDREEAR B8 18 S0dRPK Biowny "
02 oserar i AR Bl G s aEE ey SRRIR 20G° ore brinted paper

rorage. The napki Aiaeride il bR AbNGTa fadh ARG B alATREIRERT
G aimi. pre. oo Wplied 52 1B Gho R [einedRbling b Rocle B RFE"C 1% or
o 200 o il o S SRS AR A o) T

a sports shir napki n ac inted
t I i 0. i F [ I
Lol PR0Y, 2 RERIer Rl 1 & Iy B b e S’ € M bt ™ °
t t j D 3 . f i i
Lot nes TS Bl SSORE ol e B ' ALY B b st
di N : U . , . : ¢ .
nererTof o7 e el e I ESYERLAL B by AR Do bRl |

Glaim 4, in WhikerGanlorl o 6 Raplin ﬁg&ﬁ\aﬁﬁma@ EREY 83 SHOR oot 88 e ast

a neckl i ne adj acent one edge o inits pre- iguration,

such as to reggEhh6stansfist 8acbsih oﬂ@ci:‘iétﬂh‘fmj rﬁﬁwmtﬁaﬁéif@gﬁgg& nted

wth a different inage So as to represent the shirts o
sportsmen. shown in Figure 5c, the folding is continued, with ‘the next adjacent portions being

WO

20 folded, again along the lines 12. This process is repeated as shown in Figure 5d to
produce a recta‘ngular folded napkin as shown in Figure 5e, one quarter the width of
the original napkin of Figure 5a. Figure 5f shows further fold lines 13 and 14,
corresponding to the lines 10 of Figure 3. The napkin is first folded about fold line
13, which cdrresponds to the edge along which the neck representation is printed.
25  Simultaneousiy, the paper edges are puiled out and folded along the four diagonal

lines 15 which, in the flat shape of Figure 5g, join to form a diamond. By opening



7. A nethod of manufacture of a pre-fol ded napkin, conprising printing an
20 image on a flat paper napkin, and folding it in a sequence of multiple
fol ds intwgmagdsher size such that it reveals a pre-det ergfgiggh2R@sdsi on of
the printed image and is capable , of being stacked with other such napkins
for package and storage) the napkin being pre-printed such that the

pre-fol ded napkin resenbl es a recogni sabl e 3-di nensi onal object.
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conprising pre- ng a pluralit napki ns 1 n accor ance ~w

and st acking |jjaefs, |ﬂgp§"r§§é bﬁh@%{uﬂf Qée\}é@%@g)r%llémgutsésoélﬂﬂ% |n9F|g@'e’I§F hiﬂmet hod

accor di ng to Claim 8 ) he contain 1S transpar ent.

‘of making andoggl hodigh @m@n% %@Hg\hﬁ upgcgf(] ?’{,\,,Q'»E‘ﬁt hg%ﬁja@ own |

pre-printed paper napkln capa eing st er suc napglns

for package qflgfré@rt@g%uEQ%erﬁﬁéﬂéa rﬁ? cgﬁed)égpé(ﬂ{ésnéﬁﬂvns anf.lon %nctl R&ck in.

‘pre-fol ded napkin res es a recog nenS|ona objec conpri si ng
identifyirg g §Il5{3§h gmeﬁhar acter-nmerchandi sing rights; effecting
any necessary cence eene ts; printing and sel ecting t he shape of

the napkin to repr t r i di ng
and stacking the nap |ns d&Eg‘ﬁn %h?%%h\rﬁgju r&lggé]-gtnﬁérgﬂgf %hghgeqt \%/ork

11. - A met hod Mcﬁ*@zghlﬂ%e%xgnosﬂ !h'e’?%arﬂ%ﬂft’s%th@@iﬁ é%apk' n being a pre-folded
and pre-printed paper napkin capa belng S

acked with other such

napkins for 15 packpocadfaskfRefk oftﬁgum B BoLsH B ﬁro‘&h{:é‘%%?eé\)é?e@st hat

the pre-fol ded nap n rese Ies reco Imenstonal” obj ect

conpri sing i deﬂﬂin sk shap u‘P%E ?ﬁaﬁ@%'é&ﬁh@?@dmﬂpﬁl F@Lﬁég%éﬁ%gﬁy. S

printing and se e t|ng e napkin represent

required 4pr Orlﬁttr\e ﬂé‘éve'lé&%ﬁirt é?fgglf{%‘“jé{%g gﬁgaqttggkl ng the napkins; and

sel l'ing the € Cco usi ng napki ns, each in

socorGance W L1 O e ok kAT oBURAPSER DR B R

napki ns, far exanp for es or re
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20 Further, table stands for the individuai pre-folded napkins may be provided,

either separately or packed together with the napkins. The stands would mount the
napkins vertically for display on the table top.

The napkins are useful for promoting commercial enterprise by printing their
names and brands and other advertising material on the paper such that it is visible

25 when folded and/or when unfolded for use - the napkin stands may also carry
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109& () - *T 10%&ages &%vellﬂn%%%h%%c@g@uéﬂ as cartoons, artists and sportsmen.

Thus the invention may co.nsist in relevant business methods. One such
method would be identifying companies which own character-merchandising 'rights;
5 effecting any necessary licence agreements; printing and selecting the shape of the
napkin of the invention to represent the image for character merchandising; pre-
folding and stacking the napkins; and selling them through a diétribution network.
Another method would be identifying a company which requires promotional
services; printing and selecting the shape of the napkin of the invention to represent
10 the company's required promotional image; pre-folding and stacking the napkins;
and selling them to the company. A further business method is using the napkins' ‘
of the invention to promote a business by supplying them for use as napkins, for
example for putting on dining tables or reception stands or the like, or for handing
out to guests at a meeting or conference or the like.

15
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resembie a sports shirt.

3.

A napkin according to Claim 1, comprising a pre-printed rectangular paper

napkin folded in a sequence of multiple folds to assume a smaller rectangle having

10  multiple thicknesses of paper, such that it rests stably on a table, in use.

4.

5.

A set of stacked napkins in a container, each in accordance with Claim 1.

A set of stacked napkins according to Claim 4, in 'which the container is

transparent, at least in part, for viewing the napkins.

8.

A set of stacked ‘napkins according to Claim 4, in which each is pre-printed

15
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with a representation of at least a neckline adjacent one edge of the napkin in its
pre-folded configuration, such as to resemble a sports shirt, and in which each‘
napkin is printed with a different image so as to represent the shirts of a team of
sportsmen. -

7. A method of manufacture of a pre-folded napkin, comprising printing an
image on a flat paper napkin, and folding it in a sequence of multiple folds into a
smaller size such that it reveals a pre-determined portion of the printed image and is
capable of being stacked with other such napkins for package and storage, the
napkin being pre-printed such that the pre-folded napkin resembles a recognisable

3-dimensional object.
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resembles a recognisable 3-dimensional object; comprising identifying companies
which own character—mérchandising rights; effecting any necessary licence

10 agreements; printing and selecting the shape of the napkin to represent the image
for character merchéndising; pre-folding and stacking the napkins; and selling them
through a distribution network.
11. A method of making and selling napkins, each napkin being a pre-folded and
pre-printed paper napkin capable of being stacked with other such napkins for

15 package and storage, the napkin being pre-printed such that the pre-folded napkin
resembles a recognisable 3-dimensional object; comprising identifying a company
which requires promotional services; printing and selecting the shape of the napkin
to represent the company's requ-ired promotional image; pre-folding and stacking
the napkins; and selling them to the company.

20 12. A method of using napkins, each in accordance with Claim 1, to promote a
business by supplying them for use as napkins, for example for putting on dining
tables or reception stands or the like, or for handing out to guests at a meeting or

conference or the like.



