v« ABSTRACT The present invention provides a process for producing

. acetic acid by reacting continuously -methanol, nethyl acetate and the |ike
swith carbon nonoxide in the presence of an eighth group netal- containing
catal yst, nethyl iodide and water, which is characterized in that wherein
a liquid separation state in a decanter at the top of the first '
distillation colum is maintained by adding water to the first
distillation colum. High quality %%%?RECTaCid whi ch has not so far been

hi ev n i ned whil.e controlling.th rifyin r in | ow
fﬁgveﬁ ed can be % gaprggent 1%v%%t&o% pro faé% %ypr ceé% %Qﬁrgy 4 °

producing acetic acid by reacting continuously
methanol, methyl acetate and the like with carbon
monoxide in the presence of an'eighth.group metal-
contéining catalyst, methyl iodide and water, which is
characterized in that wherein a liquid separation
state in a decanter at the top of the first
distillation column is maintained by'adding water to
the first distillation column. High quality‘acetic
.acid which has not so far been achieved can bé
obtained while controlling the purifying energy in a

low level.
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