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(57) Abstract: Disclosed are rapidly insertable central catheter ("RICC") insertion assemblies and methods. For example, a RICC
insertion assembly (100) can include a RICC (102), an access guidewire (106), an introducer needle (104), and a coupler (108) coupling
the foregoing components together. The introducer needle (104) can include a needle shaft (140) and a sheath (142). The needle shaft
(140) can include a longitudinal needle slot (148). The sheath (142) can seal the needle slot (148) thereunder except for a sheath opening
(162) thereto in a proximal portion of the sheath (142). The coupler (108) can include a coupler housing (178) and a valve module
(180) disposed in the coupler housing (178). The valve module (180) can seal the needle shaft (140) and the sheath (142) therein. The
access guidewire (106) can include a proximal end coupled to the coupler (108) and a distal end disposed in the introducer needle (104),
thereby enforcing a loop in the access guidewire (106). The RICC (102) can be disposed over the loop in a ready-to-deploy state of

the RICC insertion assembly (100).
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