ABSTRACT METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR RECOVERI NG LOAD) UNLOAD ZONE REAL ESTATE
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[0043) A hard disk drive utilizes hard disks that recover the historically unused read/write space
or real estate located in the load/unload zone. Approximately one-half of the load/unload zone is

. recovered and available for reading and writing operations by forming a first or radially
outermost read/write track beginning immediately adjacent to the inner radial edge of the
load/unload zone and proceeding radially inward from there to the conventional location of first
tracks in the prior art. In another version of the invention, almost the entire load/unload zone is
recovered and available for reading and writing operations by aligning the first track with the
center of the load/unload zone and proceeding radially inward from there as described above.
Both of these versions make significant additional surface area on the disk available where, in
the prior art, no data was stored, thereby increasing the efficiency and storage capacity of the
hard disk drive.
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