
What is claimed is: 

1.  A method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potentia 	travel-priority conflict zone, 

comprising: 

communicating with at least one dynamic traffic control cyst m located on-board a vehicle 

proximate to the potential travel-priority conflict zone 	as to establish a dynamic traffic 

control plan for avoiding a travel-priority conflict in t e potential travel-priority conflict 

zone; and 

coordinating with the at least one dynamic traffic con 	of system via said communicating to 

elect a dynamic traffic controller as a temporary coordinator vehicle responsible for 

temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic c a ntrol plan. 

2.  A method according to claim I, wherein said co ummicating includes using a vehicle-to-

vehicle communication system. 

3.  A method according to claim 2, wherein said using a vehicle-to-vehicle communication system 

includes using .a dedicated short-range co r munication protocol. 

4.  A method according to claim 2, wherei 	said using a vehicle- to-vehicle communication system 

includes using a mobile communicati a is device removable from the vehicle by a user. 

. 	5. A method according to claim 1, w erein said communicating includes using the at least one 

dynamic traffic control system a. a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication • 

beyond the-as-designed operati 	g range of a vehicle-to-vehicle communication system. - 

6.  A method according to clai 	1,. further comprising presenting an instruction from the dynamic 

traffic control plan to an ot,erator of a vehicle. 

7. • A method-according to 	lain 6; wherein said presenting the instruction includes displaying the 

- instruction on a displ 	' built into the vehicle. 	• 

8.  A method accordii 4 to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes displaying the 

instruction on a I 	ads-up display. 

9.  A method ace 	rding to claim 6. whereih said presenting the instruction includes displaying the 

instruction o 	a mobile communications device. 
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10. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruc 	on includes displaying a 

virtual traffic signal. 

I 1. A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the v rtual traffic control signal 

includes displaying a virtual traffic light. 

12.  A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying 	e virtual traffic control signal 

includes displaying a travel-directional indicator. 

13.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenti g instructions includes presenting the 

instruction as an audible instruction. 

14.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board-vehicle processor to 

establish the dynamic traffic control plan. 

15.  A method according to claim 14, wherein sai9 using the on-board processor includes using a 

processor dedicated to establishing the dyn mic traffic control plan and/or facilitating 

establishing the dynamic traffic control p rn. 

16.  A method according to claim 1, furthe comprising using an on-board processor designed and 

configured to establish the dynamic t affic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the dynamic 

traffic -control plan with at least on. other dynamic traffic controller, and designed and 

configured to perform at least on 	other vehicular function unrelated to establishing or 

facilitating establishing the dyn mic traffic control plan. 

17.  A method according to clan 	1, wherein said establishing the dynamic traffic control plan 

includes using a travel-rou 	database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to route- 

specific conditions. 

18: A method according to claim 17,.further comprising using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a 

travel -priority confli , t by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the 

route -specific con 	(101-1S. 

19. A method accor mg to claim I, further comprising using data communicated by the at least one 

dynamic traffi' control system to facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, the data 

including vet tele location. 
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20.  A method according to claim I, wherein said coordinating includes 	ecting a temporary 

coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-prior ty conflict zone. 

21.  A method according to claim I, further comprising communicating with a central coordinator, 

the central coordinator providing traffic information to the at 1 ast one dynamic traffic control -

system-so as to further inform the development of the dynan c traffic control plan. 

22.  A method according to claim 21, wherein said communic Ling with a central coordinator is 

facilitated using an intersection-based communication d •vice/sensor. 

23.  A method according to claim 22, wherein said communicating includes providing traffic 

informatio❑ to the central coordinator. 

24.  A method according to claim 1, wherein said cot 	municating includes receiving instructions 

from a central coordinator, the instructions use. s by the temporary coordinator as at least a 

.portion of the dynamic traffic control plan. 

25.  A machine-readable storage medium cont ming machine-executable instructions for performing 

a method of coordinating vehicular traff 	proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict zone, 

said machine-executable instructions c*mprising: 

a first set of machine-executable in [ructions for communicating with at least one dynamic 

traffic control system located 	n-board a vehicle proximate to the potential travel-priority 

conflict zone so as to estabi lh a dynamic traffic control plan for avoiding a travel-priority 

con flict in . thelpotential ti 	el-priority conflict zone; and 

a second set of machine-executable instructions for coordinating with the at least one dynamic 

traffic control system 	is said communicating to elect a dynamic traffic controller as a 

temporary coordinatvir vehicle responsible for temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic 

control - plan. . 

26.  A machine-readable 	forage medium according to claim 25, wherein said first set of machine-

executable instruct .ons includes machine-executable instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication s stem. 
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27.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 26, wherei 	said machine-executable 

instructions for using the vehicle-to-vehicle communications syst m includes machine-

executable instructions for using a dedicated short-range comm nication protocol. 

28.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 26, 	herein said machine-executable - 

instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle communications 	ystem includes machine-executable 

instructions for using a mobile communications device re 	ovable from the vehicle by a user. 

29.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claii 	25, -wherein said first set of machine- 

executable instructions includes machine-executable 	istructions for using the at least one 

dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to 	cilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication 

beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehic e-to-vehicle communication system. 

30.  A machine-readable storage medium accordint, to claim 25, further comprising machine- 

executable instructions for presenting an inst 	ction from -the dynamic traffic control plan to an 

operator of a vehicle. 

31.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable 

instructions for presenting the instruct in includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying the instruction on a displ 	built into the vehicle. 

32.  A machine-readable storage medi m according to claim 30. wherein said machine-executable 

instructions-.for 'presenting the 11 	(ruction includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying the instruction on a 	cads-up display. 

- 33. A machine-readable storag 	medium according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable- 

instructions .for presentin 	the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying the instructio 	on a mobile communications device. 

34.  A machine-readable 	orage - Medium according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable 

instructions for pre 	sting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying a virtu. I traffic signal. 

35.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 34, wherein said machine-executable 

instructions 14r displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable 

instruction: for displaying a virtual traffic light. 
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36. A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 34, where -I said machine-executable 

instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includ s machine-executable 

instructions for displaying a travel-directional indicator. 

37. A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 30, 	herein said machine-executable. 

instructions for presenting instructions includes machine-e, ecutable instructions for presenting 

the instruction as an audible instruction. 

38. A machine-readable storage medium according to clai 	25, wherein said second set of machine-

executable instructions includes machine-executable ' istructions for using a travel-route 

database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan 	s to route-specific conditions. 

39. A machine-readable storage medium according t ►  claim 38, further comprising machine-

executable instructions for using vehicle-beaco ing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict by 

determining a location of at least one vehicle 	-1 the context of the route-specific conditions. 

40. A machine-readable storage medium according to claim.25, further comprising machine- 

executable instructions for using data co 	municated by the at least one dynamic traffic control 

system to facilitate establishing the dyn mic traffic control plan, the data including vehicle 

location. 

41. A machine-readable storage mediu 1 according to claim 25, wherein said first set of machine- 

executable instructions includes I 	achine-executable instructions for electing a temporary 

coordinator vehicle based on pi9ximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone. 

42. A machine-readable storage 	Tedium according to claim 25, further comprising a set of machine- 

executable instructions-for 	ommunicating with a central coordinator, the central coordinator 

providing traffic informa on to the at least one dynamic traffic control system so as to further 

inform the developmen of the dynamic traffic control plan. 

43. A machine-readable 	torage medium according to claim 42, wherein said set of machine- 

executable instruct 	ns for communicating with a central coordinator includes using an 

intersection-baser communication device/sensor to facilitate the communicating. 
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44.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 43, whereii said first set of machine-

executable instructions includes instructions for providing traffic i formation to the central 

coordinator. 

45.  A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 25, w erein said first set of machine-

executable instructions includes receiving travel instruction, from a central coordinator, the 

travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator to fu they establish the dynamic traffic 

control plan. 

46.  A system for coordinating vehicular traffic proximate o a potential travel-priority conflict zone, 

the system comprising: 

a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system; 

a processor in operative communication with 	id vehicle-to-vehicle communication system; 

and 

memory in operative communication with 	aid proceSsor, said memory containing machine- 

executable i nstructions for execution 	y said processor and comprising: 

a first set of machine-executable i structions for communicating with at least one 

dynamic traffic control cyst- 	located on-board a vehicle proximate to the potential 

travel-priority conflict zon 	so as to establish a -dynamic traffic control plan for 

avoiding a travel-priority conflict in the potential travel-priority conflict zone; and 

a second set of machine-e 	•cutable instructions for coordinating with the at least one - 

dynamic traffic contr.  I system via said communicating to elect a dynamic traffic 

- 	controller as a tern• )rary coordinator vehicle responsible for temporarily coordinating 

the dynamic traffi 	control - plan. 

47.  A system according to el rm 46, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle•communications system • 

includes a-dedicated sht rt range communication system. 

48.  A system according 	) claim 46, wherein said dynamic traffic controller includes at least one 

mobile communicL ions device. 

49.  A system accor. ng  to claim 116. wherein said processor is designed and configured to be in 

operative corn 	unication excluSively with said dynamic traffic controller. 
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50.  A system according to claim 46. wherein said processor is designe 	and configured to establish 

the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the ►  ynamic traffic control plan 

with at least one other dynamic traffic controller and configure 	to perform at least one 

vehicular function unrelated to establishing or facilitating est 	fishing the dynamic traffic 

control 'plan. 

51.  A system according to claim 50, wherein said processor i 	an as-installed vehicle-based 

processor re-programmed to be in operative communic• (ion with said dynamic traffic 

controller. 

52.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said first 	et of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instructions for usii g said vehicle-to-vehicle communication 

system. 

53.  A system according to claim 52, wherein sail machine-executable instructions for using said 

vehicle-to-vehicle communications systen 	includes machine-executable instructions for using a 

dedicated short-range communication pi itocol. 

54.  A system according to claim 46, wher in said first set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instruc ions for using the system as a transponder to facilitate 

vehicle-to-vehicle communication 	eybnd the as-designed operating range of said vehicle-to- 

vehicle communication system. 

55.  A system according to claim 	, wherein said memory further contains machine-executable 

instructions for presenting a 	instruction from the dynamic traffic control plan to an operator of - 

a vehicle. 

56.  A system according - to 	aim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for presenting 

the - instruction include:-machine-executable instructions for displaying the instruction on a 

display built into the vehicle. 

57.  A system accord' g to claim 55. wherein said - machine-executable instructions- for presenting 

the instruction i icludes machine-executable instructions for displaying the instruction on a 

heads-up disp ay. 
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58.  A system according to claim 55. wherein said machine-executable i 	structions for presenting 

the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displ 	log the instruction on a 

mobile communications device. 

59.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-execs able instructions for presenting 

the instruction includes machine-executable instructions fo 	displaying a virtual traffic signal. 

60.  A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-c ecutable instructions for displaying 

the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-exec stable instructions for displaying a 

virtual traffic light. 

- 	61. A system according to claim 59, wherein said ma 	me-executable instructions for displaying 

the virtual traffic control signal includes machin. -executable instructions for displaying a 

travel-directional indicator. 

62. A system according to claim 55, wherein sad machine-executable instructions for presenting 

instructions includes machine-executable 	istructions for presenting the instruction as an 

audible instruction.  

- 	63. A system according to claim 46. where in said second set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instruc ons for using a travel-route database to inform the dynamic 

traffic control plan about route-spe ific conditions. 

64.  A system according to claim 46 wherein said memory further contains machine-executable 

instructions for using vehicle- eaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict by determining a • 

location of at least one vehi . e in the context of the route-specific conditions. 

65.  A system according.  to cic in 46, wherein said memory further contains machine-executable 

instructions for Using d, a communicated by the system to facilitate establishing the dynamic 

traffic control plan, th- 	data including vehicle location. 

66.  A system accordinr to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine executable instructions for electing a temporary coordinator vehicle based on 

proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone. 
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67.  A system according to claim 46, further comprising a central coordi 	, tor, said central 

coordinator in operative communication with said processor throe 	1 said vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication system so as to further establish the dynamic traf is control plan. 

68.  A system according to claim 67, wherein said vehicle-to-vehi 	e communication system includes 

an intersection-based communication device/sensor. 

69.  A system according to claim 68, wherein the operative co 	munication between said central 

coordinator and said processor includes providing traffi 	information to the central coordinator. 

70.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said secons set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instructions for receiv ng travel instructions from a central 

coordinator, the travel instructions used by the tc 	porary coordinator vehicle to further establish 

the dynamic traffic control plan. 

71.  A system, comprising: 

a vehicle that includes: 

a body; and 

a mobility system designed and 	onfigured to make said body mobile; and 

the system of claim 46 located on-beard the vehicle. 

72.  A syStem according to clUim 71. f rther comprising a central coordinator. 

73.  A system according to claim 77, 

device/sensor. 

further comprising an intersection-based communication 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict 

zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including on-board a 

dynamic traffic control system, comprising: 

communicating, by a first dynamic traffic control system of a first one of the plurality of 

vehicles, with at least one second dynamic traffic control system located on-board at 

least one second one of the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-

priority conflict zone to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is likely 

to be present within the potential travel-priority conflict zone between the first one 

of the plurality of vehicles and the at least one second one of the plurality of 

vehicles; 

if the travel-priority conflict is determined to be likely, then: 

establishing a dynamic traffic control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict 

in the potential travel-priority conflict zone; and 

coordinating, via said communicating, to elect from among the plurality of 

vehicles a temporary coordinator vehicle responsible for temporarily 

coordinating the dynamic traffic control plan. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes using a vehicle-to- 

vehicle communication system. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein said using a vehicle-to-vehicle communication 

system includes using a dedicated short-range communication protocol. 

4. A method according to claim 2, wherein said using a vehicle-to-vehicle communication 

system includes using a mobile communications device removable from the first one of 

the plurality of vehicles by a user. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes using the first 

dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle 
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communication beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication system. 

6.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising presenting an instruction from the 

dynamic traffic control plan to an operator of any vehicle of the plurality of vehicles. 

7.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes 

displaying the instruction on a display built into the vehicle. 

8.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes 

displaying the instruction on a heads-up display. 

9.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes 

displaying the instruction on a mobile communications device. 

10.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes 

displaying a virtual traffic signal. 

11.  A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the virtual traffic control signal 

includes displaying a virtual traffic light. 

12.  A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the virtual traffic control signal 

includes displaying a travel-directional indicator. 

13.  A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting instructions includes presenting 

the instruction as an audible instruction. 

14.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board-vehicle processor to 

establish the dynamic traffic control plan. 

15.  A method according to claim 14, wherein said using the on-board processor includes 

using a processor dedicated to establishing the dynamic traffic control plan and/or 

facilitating establishing the dynamic traffic control plan. 
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16.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board processor designed 

and configured to establish the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing 

the dynamic traffic control plan with at least one other dynamic traffic controller, and 

designed and configured to perform at least one other vehicular function unrelated to 

establishing or facilitating establishing the dynamic traffic control plan. 

17.  A method according to claim 1, wherein said establishing the dynamic traffic control plan 

includes using a travel-route database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to 

route-specific conditions. 

18.  A method according to claim 17, further comprising using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate 

a travel-priority conflict by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of 

the route-specific conditions. 

19.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising using data communicated by the first 

dynamic traffic control system to facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, 

the data including vehicle location. 

20.  A method according to claim 1, wherein said coordinating includes electing a temporary 

coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone. 

21.  A method according to claim 1, further comprising communicating with a central 

coordinator, the central coordinator providing traffic information to the at least one 

dynamic traffic control system so as to further inform the development of the dynamic 

traffic control plan. 

22.  A method according to claim 21, wherein said communicating with a central coordinator 

is facilitated using an intersection-based communication device/sensor. 

23.  A method according to claim 22, wherein said communicating includes providing traffic 

information to the central coordinator. 
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24.  A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes receiving 

instructions from a central coordinator, the instructions used by the temporary coordinator 

as at least a portion of the dynamic traffic control plan. 

25.  A machine-readable physical memory containing machine-executable instructions for 

performing a method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-

priority conflict zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including 

on-board a dynamic traffic control system, said machine-executable instructions 

comprising: 

a first set of machine-executable instructions for communicating, by a first dynamic 

traffic control system of a first one of the plurality of vehicles, with at least one 

second dynamic traffic control system located on-board at least one second one of 

the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-priority conflict zone so as 

to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is likely to be present within 

the potential travel-priority conflict zone between the first one of the plurality of 

vehicles and the at least one second one of the plurality of vehicles; 

a second set of machine-executable instructions for establishing a dynamic traffic 

control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict in the potential travel-priority 

conflict zone when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be present; and 

a third set of machine-executable instructions for coordinating, via the communicating 

and when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be present, to elect from 

among the plurality of vehicles a temporary coordinator vehicle responsible for 

temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic control plan. 

26.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of 

machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a 

vehicle-to-vehicle communication system. 

27.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 26, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for using the vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes 

machine-executable instructions for using a dedicated short-range communication 

protocol. 
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28.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 26, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes 

machine-executable instructions for using a mobile communications device removable 

from the first one of the plurality of vehicles by a user. 

29.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of 

machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using the 

first dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication system. 

30.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising 

machine-executable instructions for presenting an instruction from the dynamic traffic 

control plan to an operator of any vehicle of the plurality of vehicles. 

31.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable 

instructions for displaying the instruction on a display built into the vehicle. 

32.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable 

instructions for displaying the instruction on a heads-up display. 

33.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable 

instructions for displaying the instruction on a mobile communications device. 

34.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable 

instructions for displaying a virtual traffic signal. 
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35.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 34, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-

executable instructions for displaying a virtual traffic light. 

36.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 34, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-

executable instructions for displaying a travel-directional indicator. 

37.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-

executable instructions for presenting instructions includes machine-executable 

instructions for presenting the instruction as an audible instruction. 

38.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said second set of 

machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a 

travel-route database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to route-specific 

conditions. 

39.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 38, further comprising machine- 

executable instructions for using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict 

by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the route-specific 

conditions. 

40.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising machine- 

executable instructions for using data communicated by the first dynamic traffic control 

system to facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, the data including 

vehicle location. 

41.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of 

machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for electing a 

temporary coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict 

zone. 
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42.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising a set of 

machine-executable instructions for communicating with a central coordinator, the central 

coordinator providing traffic information to the at least one dynamic traffic control system 

so as to further inform the development of the dynamic traffic control plan. 

43.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 42, wherein said set of machine-

executable instructions for communicating with a central coordinator includes using an 

intersection-based communication device/sensor to facilitate the communicating. 

44.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 43, wherein said first set of 

machine-executable instructions includes instructions for providing traffic information to 

the central coordinator. 

45.  A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of 

machine-executable instructions includes receiving travel instructions from a central 

coordinator, the travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator to further establish 

the dynamic traffic control plan. 

46.  A system for coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict 

zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including on-board a 

dynamic traffic control system, the system comprising: 

a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system on-board a first one of the plurality of 

vehicles; 

a first dynamic traffic controller on-board the first one of the plurality of vehicles; 

a processor in operative communication with said vehicle-to-vehicle communication 

system; and 

memory in operative communication with said processor, said memory containing 

machine-executable instructions for execution by said processor and comprising: 

a first set of machine-executable instructions for communicating, by said first 

dynamic traffic controller of the first one of the plurality of vehicles, with at 

least one second dynamic traffic controller located on-board at least one 

second one of the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-priority 
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conflict zone so as to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is 

likely to be present within the potential travel-priority conflict zone between 

the first one of the plurality of vehicles and the at least one second one of the 

plurality of vehicles; 

a second set of machine-executable instructions for establishing a dynamic traffic 

control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict in the potential travel-

priority conflict zone when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be 

present; and 

a third set of machine-executable instructions for coordinating, via the 

communicating and when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be 

present, to elect from among the plurality of vehicles a temporary coordinator 

vehicle responsible for temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic control 

plan. 

47. A system according to claim 46, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle communications system 

includes a dedicated short range communication system. 

48. A system according to claim 46, wherein said first dynamic traffic controller includes at 

least one mobile communications device. 

49. A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed and configured to be 

in operative communication exclusively with said first dynamic traffic controller. 

50. A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed and configured to 

establish the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic 

control plan with the at least one second dynamic traffic controller and configured to 

perform at least one vehicular function unrelated to establishing or facilitating 

establishing the dynamic traffic control plan. 

51. A system according to claim 50, wherein said processor is an as-installed vehicle-based 

processor re-programmed to be in operative communication with said first dynamic 

traffic controller. 
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52.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instructions for using said vehicle-to-vehicle 

communication system. 

53.  A system according to claim 52, wherein said machine-executable instructions for using 

said vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes machine-executable instructions 

for using a dedicated short-range communication protocol. 

54.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instructions for using the system as a transponder to 

facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication beyond the as-designed operating range of 

said vehicle-to-vehicle communication system. 

55.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine-

executable instructions for presenting an instruction from the dynamic traffic control plan 

to an operator of the first one of the plurality of vehicles. 

56.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the 

instruction on a display built into the first one of the plurality of vehicles. 

57.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the 

instruction on a heads-up display. 

58.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the 

instruction on a mobile communications device. 

59.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying a 

virtual traffic signal. 
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60.  A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying a virtual traffic light. 

61.  A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable instructions for 

displaying a travel-directional indicator. 

62.  A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for 

presenting instructions includes machine-executable instructions for presenting the 

instruction as an audible instruction. 

63.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said second set of machine-executable 

instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a travel-route database to 

inform the dynamic traffic control plan about route-specific conditions. 

64.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine- 

executable instructions for using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict 

by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the route-specific 

conditions. 

65.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine- 

executable instructions for using data communicated by the system to facilitate 

establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, the data including vehicle location. 

66.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions 

includes machine-executable instructions for electing a temporary coordinator vehicle 

based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone. 

67.  A system according to claim 46, further comprising a central coordinator, said central 

coordinator in operative communication with said processor through said vehicle-to- 

vehicle communication system so as to further establish the dynamic traffic control plan. 
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68.  A system according to claim 67, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle communication system 

includes an intersection-based communication device/sensor. 

69.  A system according to claim 68, wherein the operative communication between said 

central coordinator and said processor includes providing traffic information to the central 

coordinator. 

70.  A system according to claim 46, wherein said second set of machine-executable 

instructions includes machine-executable instructions for receiving travel instructions 

from a central coordinator, the travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator 

vehicle to further establish the dynamic traffic control plan. 

71.  A system according to claim 46, further comprising the first one of the plurality of 

vehicles. 

72.  A system according to claim 71, further comprising a central coordinator. 

73.  A system according to claim 72, further comprising an intersection-based communication 

device/sensor. 
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