What is claimed is:
I. A method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potentiaf travel-priority conflict zone,
comprising:
communjcating with at least one dynamic traffic control systgm located on-board a vehicle
proximate to the potential travel-priority conflict zone §0 as to establish a dynamic traffic

control plan for avoiding a travel-priority conflict in thie potential travel-priority conflict
zone; and
coordinating with the at least one dynamic traffic confrol system via said communicating (o

~elect a dynamic traffic controller as a temporaryfcoordinator vehicle responsible for

temporarily-coordinating the dynamic traffic cpntrol plan.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said coffimunicating includes using a vehicle-to-

vehicle communication system.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein saifl using a vehicle-lo-vehicle communication system

includes using a dedicated short-range coghmunication protocol.

4. A method according to claim 2, whereifi said using a vehicle- to-vehicle communication system

includes using a mobile communicatipns device removable from the vehicle by a uscr.

5. A method according to claim 1, wiferein said communicating includes using the at least one
dynamic traffic control system aya transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication -

beyond the as-designed operatifig range of a vehicle-to-vehicle communication system.

6. A method according to clainf I, further comprising presenting an instruction from the dynamic

traffic control plan to an o ferator of a vehicle.

7. A method according to flaim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes displaying the

mstruction on a displgfy built into the vehicle.

8. A mcthod according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes displaying the

mstruction on a hfads-up display.

9. A method accgfiding to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes displaying the

instruction off a mobile communications device.
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11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

19.

. A method according t

A mcthod according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instrucgon includes displaying a

virtual traffic signal.

A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the vfrtual traffic control signal

includes displaying a virtual traffic light.

A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying yhe virtual traffic control signal

includes displaying a travel-directional indicator.

A method according to claim 6, wherein said presentiig instructions includes presenting the

instruction as an audible instruction.

A mecthod according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board-vehicle processor to

establish the dynamic traffic control plan.

A method according to claim 14, wherein said using the on-board processor includes using a
processor dedicated to establishing the dyngmic traffic control plan and/or facilitating

establishing the dynamic traffic control pjn.

A method according to claim |, furtheycomprising using an on-board processor designed and
configured to establish the dynamic ¢ ﬁffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the dynamic
traffic.control plan with at least 611' .blhel' dynamic traffic controller, and designed and
configured to perform at least ongf other vehicular function unrelated to establishing or

facilitating establishing the dyngmic traffic control plan.

A method according to claimfl, wherein said establishing the dynamic traffic control plan

includes using a travel-rou database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to route-

specific conditions..

claim 17, further comprising using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a
travel-priority contligh by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the

route-specific con

A method accorgling to claim 1, further comprising using data communicated by the at least one
dynamic traffi

inchuding velficle location.
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20. A method according to claim 1, wherein said coordinating includes glecting a temporary

coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-prioifty conflict zone,

21. A method according to claim 1, further comprising communicatfng with a central coordinator,
the central coordinator providing traffic information to the at Ifast onc dynamic traffic control

system so as to further inform the development of the dynamjic traffic control plan.

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein said communicgfting with a central coordinator is

facilitated using an intersection-based communication dgvice/sensor.

23. A method according to claim 22, wherein said commpnicating includes providing traffic

information to the central coordinator.

24. A method according t6 claim 1, wherein said cogimunicating inclides rcceiving instructions
from a central coordinator, the instructions usefi by the temporary coordinator as at least a

_portion of the dynamic traffic control plan,

25.A mﬁchine—refldnble storage medium contgining machine-executable instructions for performing
a method of coordinating vehicular traffj proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict zone,
said machine-executable instructions chmprising:

a first set of machine-executable inftructions for communicating with at least one dynamic
 traffic control system located bOn-board a vehicle proximate to the potential travel-priority
conflict zone so as (o establjfh a dynamic traffic control plan for avoiding a travel-priority
conflictin the-‘potential trg "e]~priority conflict zone; and

2 second set of ﬁ\ilchine—exe‘_‘mab]e instructions for coordinating with the at least one dynamic
txﬁf_fic control syétcm ‘iia gaid’communicating to elect a dynamic traffic controller as a
te‘mpomryv coord'ivni\t fi vehicle responsible for temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic

control plan.

26. A machine-readable florage medium according to claim 25, wherein said first set of machine-
executable instructfons includes machine-executable instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle

communication sgstem.



27.

29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 26, whereifi said machine-executable
instructions for using the vehicle-to-vehicle communications syst¢m includes machine-

executable instructions for using a dedicated short-range commynication protocol.

A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 26, yherein said machine-executable
instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle communications fystem includes machine-executable

instructions for using a mobile communications device refnovable from the vehicle by a user.

A machine-readable storage medium according to claigh 25, wherein said first set of machine-
executable instructions includes machine-executable fnstructions for using the at least one

dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication

. beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehigle-to-vehicle communication system.

A machine-readable slorage medium according to claim 25, further comprising machine-

executable instructions for presenting an instfuction from the dynamic traffic control plan to an

~ operator of a vehicle.

A machine-readable storage medium acgording to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable
instructions for presenting the instructipn includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying the instruction on a displag built into the vehicle.

A machine-readable storage mediym according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable
instructions for presenting the ingtruction includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying the instruction on a 1eads-up display.

A machine-rcadable storagg/medium according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable:
mstructions for presentingfthe instruction includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying the instructiof on a mobile communications device.

A machine-readable glorage medium according to claim 30, wherein said machine-executable -
instructions for pregenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying a virtugl traffic signal.

A machine-reagable storage medium according to claim 34, wherein said machine-executable
instructions [pr displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable

instructiongffor displaying a virtual traffic light.

o
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37.

38.

39.

40,

41,

43.

A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 34, wherejh said machine-executable
instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includgs machine-executable

instructions for displaying a travel-directional indicator.

A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 30, ywherein said machine-executable
instructions for presenting instructions includes machine-eyfecutable instructions for presenting

the instruction as an audible instruction.

A machine-readable storage medium according to clainf 25, wherein said second sct of machine-

executable instructions includes machine-executable jfistructions for using a travel-route

database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan s (o route-specific conditions.

A machine-readable storage medium according t¢f claim 38, further comprising machine-
executable instructions for using vehicle-beacoyfing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict by

determining a location of at least one vehicle jn the context of the route-specific conditions.

A machine-readable storage medium accorfiing to claim 25, further comprising machine-
executable instructions for using data confmunicated by the at least one dynamic traffic control
system to facilitate establishing the dynfimic traffic control plan, the data including vehicle

location.

A machine-readable storage mediwh according to claim 25, wherein said first set of machine-
executable instructions includes nfiachine-executable instructions for electing a temporary

coordinator vehicle based on prgximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone.

2. A machine-readable storage ghedium according to claim 25, further comprising a set of machine-

executable instructions for fommunicating with a central coordinator, the central coordinator
providing traffic informatfon to the at least one dynamic traffic control system so as to further

inform the developmentfof the dynamic traffic control plan.

A machine-readable ftorage medium according to claim 42, wherein said set of machine-
executable instructjons for communicating with a central coordinator includes using an

intersection-baseq/ communication device/sensor to facilitate the communicating.



44. A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 43, whereiiysaid first set of machine-
executable instructions includes instructions for providing traffic ifformation to the central

coordinator.

45. A machine-readable storage medium according to claim 25, wherein said first set of machine-
executable instructions includes receiving travel instructiong/from a central coordinator, the
travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator to fufther establish the dynamic traffic

control plan.

46. A system for coordinating vehicular traffic proximatefo a potential travel-priority conflict zone,
the system comprising:
a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system;
a processor in operative communication with shid vehicle-to-vehicle communication system;
and |
memory in operative communication with gaid processor, said memory containing machine-
executable instructions for execution py said processor and comprising;
a first set of machine-executable i_v'structions for communicating with at least one
dynamic traffic control systg Jocated on-board a vchicle proximatc to the potential

travel-priority conflict zong %0 as to establish a dynamic traffic control plan for

avoiding a travel-priority/conflict in the potential travel-priority conflict zone; and
a second set of machine-ex cutable instructions for coordinating with the at least one
dynarhic traffic contr, ]:Syslem via said communicating to elect a dynamic traffic
controller as a tem ﬁ'ury coordinator vehicle responsible for temporariiy coordinating

the dyndmi_c traffif control plan.

47. A system according to ¢lgim 46, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle communications system

includes a-dedicated shgfrt range communication system.

48. A system according jb claim 46. wherein said dynamic traffic controller includes at least one

mobile communicafions device.

49. A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed and configured to be in

operative comynunication cxclusively with said dynamic traffic controller.




50. A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed/and configured to establish

51.

52.

57.

the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan

to perform at least one

with al least one other dynamic traffic controller and configure
vehicular function unrelated to establishing or facilitating estyblishing the dynamic traffic

control plan,

A system according to claim 50, wherein said processor if an as-installed vehicle-based
processor re-programmed to be in operative communicgtion with said dynamic traffic

controller.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said first fet of machine-cxccutable instructions

includes machine-executable instructions for usiyg said vehicle-to-vehicle communication

system.

A system according to claim 52, wherein sajl machine-executable instructions for using said

vehicle-to-vehicle communications systenyincludes machine-executable instructions for using a

dedicated short-range communication pr

A system according to claim 40, whergin said first set of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instrugfions for using the system as a transponder to facilitate
vehicle-to-vehicle communicationpeyond the as-designed operating range of said vehicle-to-

vehicle communication system.

A system accordinig to claim 40, wherein said memory further contains machine-executable

instructions for presenting ajf instruction from the dynamic traffic control plan to an operator of-

a vehicle.

A system according to giaim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for presenting

the' mstruction includeh machine-executable instructions for displaying the instruction on a

display built into th V-vehic]é.

A system accordifig to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for presenting
the instruction ificludes machine-executable instructions for displaying the instruction on a

heads-up disp).
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59.

60.

61.

64.

65.

60.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable jstructions for presenting

the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displglying the instruction on a

mobile communications device.

A system according to claim 55, whercin said machine-execyfable instructions for presenting

the instruction includes machine-executable instructions foy/displaying a virtual traffic signal.

A system according to claim 59, wherein said machinc-ckecutable instructions for displaying
the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-execpitable instructions for displaying a

virtual traffic light.

A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-executable instructions for displaying
the virtual traffic control signal includes maching-executable instructions for displaying a

travel-directional indicator.

. A system according to claim 55, wherein safd machine-executable instructions for presenting
instructions includes machine-executable fnstructions for presenting the instruction as an

audible instruction.

. A system according to claim 46, whergin said second set of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instrucfions for using a travel-route database to inform the dynamic

traffic control plan about route-spefific conditions.

A system according to claim 46/wherein said memory further contains machine-exectitable
instructions for using vehicle-feaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict by determining a -

Jocation of at least one vehigfe in the context of the route-specific conditions.

A system according to cl: 'm 46, wherein said memory [urther contains machine-executable
instructions for using dgfa communicated by the system to facilitate establishing the dynamic

traffic control plan, thf data including vehicle location.

A systern accordinglto claim 406, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions
includes machinefexecutable instructions for electing a temporary coordinator vehicle based on

proximity to thefpotential travel-priority conflict zone.



67. A system according to claim 46, further comprising a central coordinftor, said central

coordinator in operative communication with said processor through said vehicle-to-vehicle

communication system so as to further establish the dynamic traffic control plan,

68. A system according to claim 67, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicfe communication system includes

an intersection-based communication device/sensor.

69. A system according to claim 68, wherein the operative cofnmunication between said central

coordinator and said processor includes providing traffid information to the central coordinator.

70. A system according to claim 46, wherein said secondfset of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instructions for receiving travel instructions from a central
‘coordinator, the travel instructions used by the teghporary coordinator vehicle to further establish

the dynamic traffic control plan.

71, A system, Comprising:

| a vehicle that' includes:
a body; and _
a mobility system designed and fonfigured to make said body mobile; and

the system of claim 46 located on-bgard the vehicle.

72. A system according to claim 71, fyfrther comprising a central coordinator.

73. A system according to claim 72/ further comprising an intersection-based communication

device/sensor.
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CLAIMS
1. A method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict
zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including on-board a
dynamic traffic control system, comprising:
communicating, by a first dynamic traffic control system of a first one of the plurality of
vehicles, with at least one second dynamic traffic control system located on-board at
least one second one of the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-
priority conflict zone to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is likely
to be present within the potential travel-priority conflict zone between the first one
of the plurality of vehicles and the at least one second one of the plurality of
vehicles;
if the travel-priority conflict is determined to be likely, then:
establishing a dynamic traffic control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict
in the potential travel-priority conflict zone; and
coordinating, via said communicating, to elect from among the plurality of
vehicles a temporary coordinator vehicle responsible for temporarily

coordinating the dynamic traffic control plan.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes using a vehicle-to-

vehicle communication system.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein said using a vehicle-to-vehicle communication

system includes using a dedicated short-range communication protocol.

4. A method according to claim 2, wherein said using a vehicle-to-vehicle communication
system includes using a mobile communications device removable from the first one of

the plurality of vehicles by a user.

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes using the first

dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle
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communication beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehicle-to-vehicle

communication system.

6. A method according to claim 1, further comprising presenting an instruction from the

dynamic traffic control plan to an operator of any vehicle of the plurality of vehicles.

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes

displaying the instruction on a display built into the vehicle.

8. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes

displaying the instruction on a heads-up display.

9. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes

displaying the instruction on a mobile communications device.

10. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting the instruction includes

displaying a virtual traffic signal.

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the virtual traffic control signal

includes displaying a virtual traffic light.

12. A method according to claim 10, wherein said displaying the virtual traffic control signal

includes displaying a travel-directional indicator.

13. A method according to claim 6, wherein said presenting instructions includes presenting

the instruction as an audible instruction.

14. A method according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board-vehicle processor to

establish the dynamic traffic control plan.

15. A method according to claim 14, wherein said using the on-board processor includes
using a processor dedicated to establishing the dynamic traffic control plan and/or

facilitating establishing the dynamic traffic control plan.

22



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

A method according to claim 1, further comprising using an on-board processor designed
and configured to establish the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing
the dynamic traffic control plan with at least one other dynamic traffic controller, and
designed and configured to perform at least one other vehicular function unrelated to

establishing or facilitating establishing the dynamic traffic control plan.

A method according to claim 1, wherein said establishing the dynamic traffic control plan
includes using a travel-route database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to

route-specific conditions.

A method according to claim 17, further comprising using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate
a travel-priority conflict by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of

the route-specific conditions.

A method according to claim 1, further comprising using data communicated by the first
dynamic traffic control system to facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan,

the data including vehicle location.

A method according to claim 1, wherein said coordinating includes electing a temporary

coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone.

A method according to claim [, further comprising communicating with a central
coordinator, the central coordinator providing traffic information to the at least one
dynamic traffic control system so as to further inform the development of the dynamic

traffic control plan.

A method according to claim 21, wherein said communicating with a central coordinator

.1s facilitated using an intersection-based communication device/sensor.

A method according to claim 22, wherein said communicating includes providing traffic

information to the central coordinator.

23 °



24. A method according to claim 1, wherein said communicating includes receiving
instructions from a central coordinator, the instructions used by the temporary coordinator

as at least a portion of the dynamic traffic control plan.

25. A machine-readable physical memory containing machine-executable instructions for
performing a method of coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-
priority conflict zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including
on-board a dynamic traffic control system, said machine-executable instructions
comprising:

a first set of machine-executable instructions for communicating, by a first dynamic
traffic control system of a first one of the plurality of vehicles, with at least one
second dynamic traffic control system located on-board at least one second one of
the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-priority conflict zone so as
to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is likely to be present within
the potential travel-priority conflict zone between the first one of the plurality of
vehicles and the at least one second one of the plurality of vehicles;

a second set of machine-executable instructions for establishing a dynamic traffic
control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict in the potential travel-priority
conflict zone when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be present; and

a third set of machine-executable instructions for coordinating, via the communicating
and when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be present, to elect from
among the plurality of vehicles a temporary coordinator vehicle responsible for

temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic control plan.

26. A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of
machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a

vehicle-to-vehicle communication system.

27. A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 26, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for using the vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes
machine-executable instructions for using a dedicated short-range communication

protocol.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 26, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for using a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes
machine-executable instructions for using a mobile communications device removable

from the first one of the plurality of vehicles by a user.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of
machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using the

first dynamic traffic control system as a transponder to facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle

" communication beyond the as-designed operating range of a vehicle-to-vehicle

communication system.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising
machine-executable instructions for presenting an instruction from the dynamic traffic

control plan to an operator of any vehicle of the plurality of vehicles.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable

instructions for displaying the instruction on a display built into the vehicle.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable

instructions for displaying the instruction on a heads-up display.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable

mnstructions for displaying the instruction on a mobile communications device.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for presenting the instruction includes machine-executable

instructions for displaying a virtual traffic signal.
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

4]1.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 34, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-

executable instructions for displaying a virtual traffic light.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 34, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-

executable instructions for displaying a travel-directional indicator.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 30, wherein said machine-
executable instructions for presenting instructions includes machine-executable

instructions for presenting the instruction as an audible instruction.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said second set of
machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a
travel-route database to inform the dynamic traffic control plan as to route-specific

conditions.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 38, further comprising machine-
executable instructions for using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict
by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the route-specific

conditions.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising machine-
executable instructions for using data communicated by the first dynamic traffic control
system to facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, the data including

vehicle location.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of
machine-executable instructions includes machine-executable instructions for electing a
temporary coordinator vehicle based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict

zone.
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42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, further comprising a set of
machine-executable instructions for communicating with a central coordinator, the central
coordinator providing traffic information to the at least one dynamic traffic control system

so as to further inform the development of the dynamic traffic control plan.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 42, wherein said set of machine-
executable instructions for communicating with a central coordinator includes using an

intersection-based communication device/sensor to facilitate the communicating.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 43, wherein said first set of
machine-executable instructions includes instructions for providing traffic information to

the central coordinator.

A machine-readable physical memory according to claim 25, wherein said first set of
machine-executable instructions includes receiving travel instructions from a central
coordinator, the travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator to further establish

the dynamic traffic control plan.

A system for coordinating vehicular traffic proximate to a potential travel-priority conflict
zone, the vehicular traffic including a plurality of vehicles each including on-board a
dynamic traffic.control system, the system comprising:
a vehicle-to-vehicle communications system on-board a first one of the plurality of
vehicles;
a first dynamic traffic controller on-board the first one of the plurality of vehicles;
a processor in operative communication with said vehicle-to-vehicle communication
system; and
memory in operative communication with said processor, said memory containing
machine-executable instructions for execution by said processor and comprising;:
a first set of machine-executable instructions for communicating, by said first
dynamic traffic controller of the first one of the plurality of vehicles, with at
least one second dynamic traffic controller located on-board at least one

second one of the plurality of vehicles proximate to the potential travel-priority
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

conflict zone so as to determine whether or not a travel-priority conflict is
likely to be present within the potential travel-priority conflict zone between
the first one of the plurality of vehicles and the at least one second one of the
plurality of vehicles;

a second set of machine-executable instructions for establishing a dynamic traffic
control plan for avoiding the travel-priority conflict in the potential travel-
priority conflict zone when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be
present; and

a third set of machine-executable instructions for coordinating, via the
communicating and when the travel-priority conflict is determined to be
present, to elect from among the plurality of vehicles a temporary coordinator
vehicle responsible for temporarily coordinating the dynamic traffic control

plan.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle communications system

includes a dedicated short range communication system.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said first dynamic traffic controller includes at

least one mobile communications device.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed and configured to be

in operative communication exclusively with said first dynamic traffic controller.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said processor is designed and configured to
establish the dynamic traffic control plan and/or facilitate establishing the dynamic traffic
control plan with the at least one second dynamic traffic controller and configured to
perform at least one vehicular function unrelated to establishing or facilitating

establishing the dynamic traffic control plan.

A system according to claim 50, wherein said processor is an as-installed vehicle-based
processor re-programmed to be in operative communication with said first dynamic

traffic controller.



52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instructions for using said vehicle-to-vehicle

communication system.

A system according to claim 52, wherein said machine-executable instructions for using

said vehicle-to-vehicle communications system includes machine-executable instructions

“for using a dedicated short-range communication protocol.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instructions for using the system as a transponder to
facilitate vehicle-to-vehicle communication beyond the as-designed operating range of

said vehicle-to-vehicle communication system.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine-

executable instructions for presenting an instruction from the dynamic traffic control plan

to an operator of the first one of the plurality of vehicles.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the

instruction on a display built into the first one of the plurality of vehicles.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the

instruction on a heads-up display.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying the

instruction on a mobile communications device.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
presenting the instruction includes machine-executable instructions for displaying a

virtual traffic signal.
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60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying a virtual traffic light.

A system according to claim 59, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
displaying the virtual traffic control signal includes machine-executable instructions for

displaying a travel-directional indicator.

A system according to claim 55, wherein said machine-executable instructions for
presenting instructions includes machine-executable instructions for presenting the

mstruction as an audible instruction.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said second set of machine-executable
instructions includes machine-executable instructions for using a travel-route database to

inform the dynamic traffic control plan about route-specific conditions.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine-
executable instructions for using vehicle-beaconing to anticipate a travel-priority conflict
by determining a location of at least one vehicle in the context of the route-specific

conditions.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said memory further contains machine-
executable instructions for using data communicated by the system to facilitate

establishing the dynamic traffic control plan, the data including vehicle location.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said first set of machine-executable instructions
includes machine-executable instructions for electing a temporary coordinator vehicle

based on proximity to the potential travel-priority conflict zone.

A system according to claim 46, further comprising a central coordinator, said central
coordinator in operative communication with said processor through said vehicle-to-

vehicle communication system so as to further establish the dynamic traffic control plan.
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68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

A system according to claim 67, wherein said vehicle-to-vehicle communication system

includes an intersection-based communication device/sensor.

A system according to claim 68, wherein the operative communication between said
central coordinator and said processor includes providing traffic information to the central

coordinator.

A system according to claim 46, wherein said second set of machine-executable
instructions includes machine-executable instructions for receiving travel instructions
from a central coordinator, the travel instructions used by the temporary coordinator

vehicle to further establish the dynamic traffic control plan.

A system according to claim 46, further comprising the first one of the plurality of

vehicles.
A system according to claim 71, further comprising a central coordinator.

A system according to claim 72, further comprising an intersection-based communication

device/sensor.
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