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As used herein, the term ‘airflow channel’ is used to describe a channel extending along 

the length of a combustible heat source through which air may be drawn downstream for 

inhalation by a user. 

As used herein, the term ‘non-blind’ is used to describe a combustible heat source 

wherein there are one or more airflow channels extending from the front face to the rear face of 5 

the combustible heat source. 

In use, the air drawn through smoking articles according to the invention comprising a 

non-blind combustible heat source for inhalation by a user passes through one or more airflow 

channels along the non-blind combustible heat source.  In smoking articles according to the 

invention comprising a non-blind combustible heat source, heating of the aerosol-forming 10 

substrate occurs by conduction and forced convection. 

Smoking articles according to the invention comprising a non-blind combustible heat 

source further comprise a non-combustible substantially air impermeable barrier between the 

non-blind combustible heat source and the one or more airflow channels extending from the 

front face to the rear face of the non-blind combustible heat source. 15 

As used herein, the term ‘non-combustible’ is used to describe a barrier that is 

substantially non-combustible at temperatures reached by the non-blind combustible heat 

source during combustion and ignition thereof. 

Where smoking articles according to the invention comprise a blind combustible heat 

source, the lack of any airflow channels through the blind combustible heat source 20 

advantageously substantially prevents or inhibits activation of combustion of the blind 

combustible heat source during puffing by a user. 

Similarly, where smoking articles according to the invention comprise a non-blind 

combustible heat source inclusion of a non-combustible substantially air impermeable barrier 

between the non-blind combustible heat source and the one or more airflow channels extending 25 

from the front face to the rear face of the non-blind combustible heat source advantageously 

substantially prevents or inhibit activation of combustion of the non-blind combustible heat 

source during puffing by a user. 

Preventing or inhibiting activation of combustion of the combustible heat source during 

puffing by a user, advantageously substantially prevents or inhibits spikes in the temperature of 30 

the aerosol-forming substrate of smoking articles according to the invention during puffing by a 

user. 

By preventing or inhibiting activation of combustion of the combustible heat source, and 

so preventing or inhibiting excess temperature increases in the aerosol-forming substrate, 

combustion or pyrolysis of the aerosol-forming substrate of smoking articles according to the 35 

invention under intense puffing regimes may be advantageously avoided.  In addition, the 
































































