A systemis provided for rebooting a conputer having a volatile menory
devi ce capabl e of storing operating information. The system5 reboots the

conput er using the operating infornmation stored in the menory device if
the nenory device contains a valid copy of the operating information.
The conputer reboots the conputer by rel oading t he operating

i nformation into the nenory device if the nenory device does not

contain a valid copy of the operating information. The system 10
det ermi nes whether the menory device contains a valid copy of the
operating information by cal culating a checksum for the operating
information stored in the menory device gyd conpares the checksumto a
previ ously cal cul ated checksum

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR INITIALIZING A DEVICE

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A system is provided for rebooting a computer having a volatile
memory device capable of stofing operating information. The system
5 reboots the computer using the operating information stored in the
memory device if the memory device contains a valid copy of the
operating information. The computer reboots the computer by reloading
the operating information into the memory device if the memory device
does not contain a valid copy of the operating information. The system
10  determines whether the memory device contains a valid copy of the
operating information by calculating a checksum for the operating
information stored in the memory device and compares the checksum to

a previously calculated checksum.
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