METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR | NSPECTI NG CONPONENTS ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE
A method of inspecting a presel ected area (16) of an electrically
conductive conmponent (10) to determ ne whether flaws (14) are present. The
met hod i ncludes the steps of permanently nounting an eddy current el enent
(22) on the conponent (10) over the preselected area (16) and energi zi ng
the elenment (22) to generate alternating nagnetic fields proximate the

conponent (10). An el ectrical signal generated by a secondary magnetic
field formed proxi mate the conponent (10) i s detected using the el enent
(22) and the detected el ectrical si( I S co ared to a reference signal

to determ ne whet her MEFHOR AN tARP H§I FOR IN H‘E&Téﬂf; CPAFONENTS ef er ence
signal. Differences indicate the presence of a flaw (14) in the conmponent
(10). Inspection apparatus (12) for performng this nethod is also

di scl osed. ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A method of inspecting a preselected area (16) of
an electrically conductive component (10) to determine
whether flaws (14) are present. The method includes the
steps of permanently mounting an eddy current element (22)

5 on the component (10) over the preselected area (16) and
energizing the element (22) to generate alternating
magnetic fields proximate the component (10). An
electrical signal generated by a secondary magnetic field
formed prbximate the component (10) is detected using the

10 element (22) and the detected electrical signal is compared
to a reference signal to determine whether the detected
signal is different than the reference signal. Differences
indicate the presence of a flaw (14) in the component (10).

Inspection.apparatus (12) for performing this method is

15 also disclosed.
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