
A computer-implemented method and apparatus for transferring the contents
of a general register (80), in a register stack (86), to a location in a
backing store (94) in a main memory (82). When transferring the contents of
ageneral register to a location in the backing store, the invention
proposes collecting attribute bits included in each general register of a
predetermined group of registers in a temporary collection register (108 or
110). Once the temporary collection register has been filled, the contents
of this register are written to the next available location in the backing
store. Similarly, on the restoration of registers from the backing store, a
collection of attribute bits saved in the backing register is transferred
to a temporary collection register. Thereafter, each attribute bit is saved
together with associated data into a general register, thereby to restore
the former contents of each general register.    


