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{54) Titlet: REMOVAL OF NAPHTHENIC ACIDS IN CRUDE OILS AND DISTILLATES

(57} Abstract

The instant invention is directed to a process for extracting organic acids including naphthenic acids, heavy metals,
& starting crude oil comprising the steps of; (2} treating the starting crude oil containing organic acids, heavy metals, and sulfur with an
amouns of an ethoxylated amine and water under conditions and for a time and at a temperature sufficient to form a water-in—ofl emulsion
of amine salt wherein said cthoxylated amine has formula (I): where m={ to 10 and R=C3 to Cg hydrocarbon; (b) separating said emulsion
of step (a) into a plurality of layers, wherein one of such layers contains a treated crude oil having decreased amounts of orgamc acids,
heavy metals and sulfur; () recovering said layer of step (b) contmnmg said treated crude oil having decreased amounts of organic acids,
heavy metal and sulfur and layers containing water and cthoxylated amine salt.
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