I a kighting or illumnnating device with a transparent material body, one
or nore |ight sources, which introduce light into the body, and a Iight
exit face on one or nore sides of the body, by neans of which [ight intro-
duced into the body exits said body, a strip-like light source is so fitted
to one side that the |ight passing out of the side of the strip-1like Iight
source facing the body substantially c6nb?é1ely enters the body, and a | at-
eral face of the body is at |least partly constructed as a mrror for |ight
travelling in the body and reflects t@Sg#&%Ht I mpi ngi ng ‘'t hereon at | east
partly to the light exit face. Thus; —opti mum |ight efficiency and
honogeneous illum nation of the light exit face are achieved. The
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possi bl e to appropriately use electrol um nescent oils); so that
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eral face of the body is at least partly constructed as a mirror for light
travelling in the body and reflects the light impinging thereon at least
partly to the light exit face.

Thus, aa optimum light efficiency and homogeneous illuminarion of the light

exit face are achieved.

The variants described ia this patent specification are intended to make it
possidle to appropriately us2 elecirolumizescent foils (El-foils), so tiaat
they can take theilr place among luminous means.

Eithezto, in most methods kixown luminous means have been used. EHitherto the
use o electrolmminescent foils has been wnsuccessful due to the low light-
izg efficiency thereof. An optimmm utilizatvion of the light produced is
made possible through the combianztion, discussed im this patent specifica-
tion, of introducing light into tle body a2ad the use ¢f said light below the

total reflection angle.

In conventional light sources light is emitted in all directioans. If 2
strip~like light scurce is fitted to the edge of a flat lighting tody with
irradiation izto the body or is embedded ian tha marginal area, a cousider-
able part of the light leaves the body at the edge of the surface to be
illuminated, giving rise to a visible, light edge or border.

This effect occurs in all knmown zpplications and arrangements, because in
sald area the light strikes the surfacz (light exit face) under an angle
smaller than the total reflection angle and comsequently largely emerges.




total .reflection angle. I n conventional |ight sources light is emtted in
all directions. |If a strip-like light source is fitted to the edge of a
flat lighting body with irradiation into the body or is enbedded in the
mar gi nal area, a consider- able part of the |ight | eaves the body at the
edge of the surface to be illumnated, _gjying rise to a visible, light edge
or border. This effect occurs in all known applications and arrangenents,
because in said area the light strikes the surface (light exit face) under
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i ghting body area. The possibilities of conmpensating this effect

descri begpl sRE n peciflcation means of a clearly defined
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sents anredsentsabnficadaseqoénthe theai ppssibility " df using the light
portion ignored in knownlighting means and applications, repre-
sents an essential feature of the claim.




