
A system of igniting a gas discharge device (208) having   spaced
electrodes immersed (204, 205) in a gas, at voltages below the required
starter ignition voltage for cold cathodes. A square wave alternating
voltage  source (203) of between about 75 kHz and 4 MHz is applied directly
to the gas discharge device so that the voltage on the spaced electrodes
reverses its polarity more rapidly than the pattern of electron and ion
density in the gas can shift.    


