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ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE An alignnent/feed nechani smincludes a

cont ai ner space for receiving a plurality of chips, and an out]| et

through which the chips are fed one by Zhe in an aligned fashi mm,mmmm

is operable to detect whether the nunber of the chips within t

space is r SFERRAIUBeFRWARTYAEHRALEN nREREENT @Bl CHIPSbel ow the |evel, *i6a6x

addi ti onal .0 f f tank into the container
a repl eni sli.’gc Tt G.fﬁéFv'.ﬁﬂl 61%&@@%% p tank is |ocated above thjmmmmnmmm“m
al i gnnment/feed nmechani sm An on-of f valve is disposed in the rep

| ine and operable to open the replenishnent line in response the sense
result of the sensor and close the replenishnent |ine when a required

nunber of additionalArchibbonrenteteed naeheohsni heclugacea Foglipdner. A
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c"a] ca] ca] ©pd ca] fearealedaligaa plurality of chips, and an outlet port
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evel. If below the level, additional chips are fed from a

chip tank into the container space through a replenishment line
or pipe. The chip tank is located above the alignment/feed
mechanism. An on-off valve is disposed in the replenishment
line and operable to open the replenishment line in response
the sensed result of the sensor and close the replenishment
line when a required number of additional chips are fed to the

container space.
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