The preséht I nvention consists of a process for the preparation of a
carboxylic acid by hydrolysis. S
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PROCESS FDR THE HYDROLYSIS OF AN ALKYL DICARBOXYLATE

ABSTRACT

The present invention consists_of a process
for the preparation of a carboxylic acid by hydrdlysis
in the liquid phése of a C,-C, alkfl aiiphatic
dicarboleate, characterised in that a mixture of thé
gaid alkyl dicarboxylate and water is sﬁbjected to a'
reactive'distillation, by intrbductién of the said
mixture into the middle part of a C61umn.containing a

_;gel-type resin, containing sulphonic acid.groups,
ﬁaintained in place using a support and having éhe
following characteristics: | |

- a skeleton based on styrene and

divinylbenzene, the level of divinylbenéene
by weight with respect to the tOt#llweight

of the said skelefon being between 1 % and



LI

in the liquid phase of a (Jerr]-Cerr] alkyl aliphatic dicarboxylate,
characterised in that a mxture of the said alkyl dicarboxylate and water
is subjected to a reactive distillation, by introduction of the said
m.xture into the mddle part of a colum containing a gel-type resin,
cont ai ni ng sul phonic acid groups, namintained in place using a support and

having the follow ng characteristics:;g - a skel eton based on
styrene and - di vi nyl benzene, the |evel :of divinyl benzene

by weight with respect td2 % total weight _ of the said

skel eton being between 1 % and .
- an exchange capacitx of 3 to

6.5 milliequivalents H'/gram dfldry resin,

and by continuous distillation of the alcohol_fo:med by

the hydrolysis reaction.




