‘A drop tester (1) including a gripper nechanism (2) for holding a product
(37) to be tested, a guide track, a slider block (3) which is nmounted to
slide along the guide track and advance the mechanismtoward a target

| ocation (41) and a rel ease device (40) for triggering rel ease of the
product fromthe nmechanismto inpact at fhe target |ocation, characterised
in that the gripper nechani smincludes dtipper arns (15, 16) coupled to the
slider block, the gripper arnms being rotatable relative to the slider block
to enable the orientation of the progigipierbe varied, relative to the
target location. The slider block is preferably releasably coupled to a

hoi sting block (4) which is positionable at a predeterm ned | ocation al ong
the guide track. More preferably, the gripper arns are pivotally nounted to
a housi ng WCEHIRGBLXES&EERE(H{BDJ%WLEﬁOHSUMﬂB&R@BHﬂT& he housi ng,
the arns pivoting between a gripping position and a rel ease position upon

advancere 'K dr%];) tésrt]e% (BI itslélﬁ&né Qrg?lu er} Iﬁe%ﬁmﬁs%lnj a)r}gr holding a product (37) to be tested,

a guide track, a slider block (3) which is mounted to slide along the guide track and advance

5 the mechanism toward a target location (41) and a release device (40) for triggering release
of the product from the mechanism to impact at the target location, characterised in that the
gripper mechanism includes gripper arms (15, 16) coupled to the slider block, the gripper

arms being rotatable relative to the slider block to enable the orientation of the product to be
varied, relative to the target location. The slider block is preferably releasably coupled to a

10  hoisting block (4) which is positionable at a predetermined location along the guide track.
More preferably, the gripper arms are pivotally mounted to a housing (23) and coupled to a
piston (22) provided within the housing, the arms pivoting between a gripping position and

a release position upon advancement of the piston through the housing.

Fig. 1 is to be published.



