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(57) Abstract: A method is described of securing data communications between a first node (10) attached to a first network (40-1 ) 
and a second node (20/30) attached to a second network (40-2). The method comprises at the second node (20/30): receiving (SI ) 
first information (II ) on whether the first network (40-1 ) has a secure network layer path to the first node (10) or is known to use a 
secure network layer path to attached nodes; receiving (S2) second information (12) on whether the second node (20/30) has a secure 
network layer path to the second network (40-2) or is known to use a secure network layer path to the second network (40-2); and re­
ceiving (S3) third information (13) on whether the first network (40-1 ) has a secure internal network layer path and, where the first 
and second networks (40-1, 40-2) are different, on whether the first network (40-1 ) has a secure network layer path to the second 
network (40-2) or is known to use a secure network layer path to the second network (40-2). It is determined (S5) from the first, 
second and third information (II, 12,13) whether the entire path between the first node (10) and the second node (20/30) is secured 
at the network layer level, and based on that determination it is decided whether to establish (S6t, S7r) application layer security for 
data communications between the first node (10) and the second node (20/30), or whether to proceed without application layer se-
curity(S8t, S8r). 


