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SURGICAL HEART VALVES IDENTIFIABLE POST-IMPLANT

A prosthetic heart valve configured to replace a native heart valve and for post-
implant expansion and having a valve-type indicator thereon visible from outside the
body post-implant. The indicator communicates information about the valve, such as the
size or orifice diameter of the valve, and/or that the valve has the capacity for post-
implant expansion. The indicator can be an alphanumeric symbol or other symbol or
combination of symbols that represent information about the characteristics of the valve
such as the valve size. The capacity for post-implant expansion facilitates a valve-in-
valve procedure, where the valve-type indicator conveys information to the surgeon
about whether the implanted valve is suitable for the procedure and informs the choice of

the secondary valve.



