- 1 - TITLE OF THE | NVENTI ON VACUUM SW TCHGEAR BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON
(Field of the Invention) 5 [0001] The present invention relates to a vacuum
swi tchgear used in a power receiving and distribution apparatus such as
cubi cl e-type switchgear, which receives power froma bus and distributes
the received 10 power to various types of electric devices. (Prior Art)
[0002] A power receiving and distributieniapparatus that receives power
froma bus and distributes the received 15 power to various types of

el ectric devices, for exanple, accommpdates in a container bus-side
conductors connected to the bus, |oad-side conductors connected to |oads, a
main circuit swtch for connecting the bus-side conductors to the |oad-side
20 conductors and di sconnecting themfromthe | oad-side conductors, and

eart hing S“jtChffTﬁEroﬁr?HEd%RGEﬁ??o | oad side conductors. [0003] In an
exenpl ary power receiVving and drs rlﬁutlon 25 apparatus of this type, the
above devices etc. ay£cuuM SWITCHGEAR
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
(Field of the Invention)
5 [0001]

The present invention relates to a wvacuum
switchgear used in a power receiving and distribution
apparatus such as cubicle-type switchgear, which
receives power from a bus and distributes the received

10 power to various types of electric devices.

(Prior Art)

[0002]

A power receiving and distribution apparatus that
receives power from a bus and distributes the received

15 power to various types of electric devices, for
example, accommodates in a container bus-side
conductors connected to the bus, load-side conductors
connected to loads, a main circuit switch for
connecting the bus-side conductors to the load-side

20 conductors and disconnecting them from the load-side
conductors, and earthing switches for grounding the
load side conductors.

[0003]

In an exemplary power receiving and distribution

25 apparatus of this type, the above devices etc. are



2- disposed in a superiorly insulated container under vacuumin order to
reduce the size of the apparatus and increase the stability of

installation, as disclosed in Patent Docunent 1. 5 [0004] |n another power
receiving and distribution apparatus, its main circuit switch is configured
as a vacuumval ve, and the vacuum val ve and devices connected to it are
nol ded with epoxy resin or another 10 insupating material in order to reduce
the nunber of parts to be assenbled and inprove an installation thereof,
as disclosed in Patent Docunent 2. [0005] Patent Docunent 1. Japanese
Application Patent 15 Laid-open Publication No. 2000-268685 Patent Docunent
2: Japanese Application Patent Laid-open Publication No. 2003-333715
SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON (Probl enms to be Solved by the Invention) 20 [0006]

Vi itch i bed ab ired to _be highl |'i abl
compact, and | IEPRASFIeLI 1D SHREE. PRA¥eLPERURFEHRPL AT BPFoHEUEHR t chgear s

as described i, batent DOCHUBNts 1oA0de2cRRO¥S,8" §c22nl' 2BPREUcus

and increase the stability of installation, as
disclosed in Patent Document 1.
5 [0004]

In another power receiving and distribution
apparatus, its main circuit switch is configured as a
vacuum valve, and the vacuum valve and devices
connected to it are molded with epoxy resin or another

10 insulating material in order to reduce the number of
parts to be assembled and improve an installation
thereof, as disclosed in Patent Document 2.

[0005]

Patent Document 1l: Japanese Application Patent

15 Lajid-open Publication No. 2000-268685

Patent Document 2: Japanese Application Patent
Lajid-open Publication No. 2003-333715
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

(Problems to be Solved by the Invention)

20 [0006]

Vacuum switchgears as described above are required
to be highly reliable, compact, and inexpensive. To
meet these requirements, various switchgears as
described in Patent Documents 1 and 2 above are

25 proposed.



3 - [0007] Reliability as well as conpactness and i nexpensiveness of the
vacuum swi tchgear are nmutually conflicting requirenments. Specifically, if
an attenpt 5 is nade to further increase the reliability (safety),
expensive material have to be used, resulting in a high cost. Consequently,
the problemw th the conpactness and inexpensiveness is not solved. If an
enphasis is placed on conpactness and i nexgensi veness, 10 the quality is

| owered and the reliability may be sacrificed. The vacuum swi tchgear
described in Patent Docunent 1 is designed to neet the conflicting
requirenents for reliability as well as conpactness and inexpensiveness.
However, epoxy resin or another 15 insulating material used for nolding may
be exposed to a severe environnent, in which case deterioration by aging

i s unavoi dabl e. (0008 IL.f the |nsulat|ng material such as epoxy resin is
20 deteriorated as &Q &7ilbed above |ts insul ating property is |owered,
possi bly causing a und faul t. revent the ground fault, the

i nsul ati ng naterial é?bﬁ 1hg Fﬁl@ﬁ n8&g e A MY ears of service.
Thi s increases }he anount of |ns¥ ghlng mat eri al, 25 res Ith in a
e va 1 %

hi gh cost. VaculMFERFEEHYERPESAP cuum SWltCEgear ate mut

conflicting requirements. Specifically, if an attempt
5 is made to further increase the reliability (safety),
expensive material have to be used, resulting in a
high cost. Consequently, the problem with the
compactness and inexpensiveness is not solved. If an
emphasis is placed on compactness and inexpensiveness,
10 the quality is lowered and the reliability may be
sacrificed. The vacuum switchgear described in Patent
Document 1 is designed to meet the conflicting
requirements for reliability as well as compactness
and inexpensiveness. However, epoxy resin or another
15 insulating material used for molding may be exposed to
a severe environment, in which case deterioration by
aging is unavoidable.
[0008]
If the insulating material such as epoxy resin is
20 deteriorated as described above, its insulating
property is lowered, possibly causing a ground fault.
To prevent the ground fault, the insulating material
has to be thick enough to withstand years of service.
This increases the amount of insulating material used,

25 resulting in a high cost. Vacuum switchgears at



- 4 present still need inprovenent in ternms of reliability, conpactness,
and i nexpensi veness. [0009] The present invention addresses the problens 5
descri bed above with the object of providing a conpact, inexpensive vacuum
swi tchgear having a further inproved reliability. (Means for Solving the
Probl enms) [0010] 10 To achieve the above object, a vacuum sw tchgear
according to an aspect of the present invegtion has a nold section to which
conductors connected to fixed electrodes of switches are nolded with resin
and includes a vacuum container, disposed on the nold 15 section, that
accomodat es the switches, each of which conprises the fixed el ectrode and
a novabl e el ectrode connectable to and di sconnectable fromthe fixed

el ectrode. [0011] 20 A vacuum swi tchgear according to anot her aspect of

t he present invention has a_nold section to which earthing swtches and
conduct ors connBEREBNE oStiltdd Negde diprpyemem ts kit cHES r @F nbP4daPM LAY r esi n
and includes a vacuum cont ai ner disgosed on the nold 25 section, that

accommodat es t hECURAPERESS  c3BH ReKRPRFLVENEssS.
[0009]

The present invention addresses the problems
5 described above with the object of providing a compact,
inexpensive vacuum switchgear having a further
improved reliability.
(Means for Solving the Problems)
[0010]

10 To achieve the above object, a vacuum switchgear
according to an aspect of the present invention has a
mold section to which conductors connected to fixed
electrodes of switches are molded with resin and

- includes a vacuum container, disposed on the mold

15 section, that accommodates the switches, each of which
comprises the fixed electrode and a movable electrode
connectable to and disconnectable from the fixed
electrode.

[0011]

20 A vacuum switchgear according to another aspect of
the present invention has a mold section to which
earthing switches and conductors connected to fixed
electrodes of switches are molded with resin and
includes a vacuum container, disposed on the mold

25 section, that accommodates the switches, each of which



- 5 conprises the fixed electrode and a novabl e el ectrode connectable to
and di sconnectable fromthe fixed electrode. [0012] 5 A vacuum sw tchgear
according to still another aspect of the present invention has a nold
section to which earthing switches and conductors connected to fixed

el ectrodes of switches that function as a circuit breaker and | oad break
switches are nolded 10 with resin and incl ydes a vacuum cont ai ner, di sposed
on the nmold section, that accommpdates the circuit breaker and | oad break
swi tches, each of which conprises the fixed electrode and a novabl e

el ectrode connectable to and di sconnectable fromthe fixed 15 el ectrode.
[0015] A vacuum switchgear according to yet another aspect of the present
invention has a nold section to which earthing switches and conductors
connected to 20 fixed el ectrodes of switches that function as a circuit

br eaker and di sEBWREEEEAGLERI fdred glechsrdedand @hmoyahd e fd &5tdaiGes
vacuum cont ai ner, di sposed .on the nold section, that accommodates the

circuit breakeFOBREC PQ&Snﬁ@cPPﬁgd%ﬁFPBH§§ta€&@hfEPmM%h@h Bxednpri ses the

fixed el ectrode nd anable el ectrode
electro

[0012]

5 A vacuum switchgear according to still another
aspect of the present invention has a mold section to
which earthing switches and conductors connected to
fixed electrodes of switches that function as a
circuit breaker and load break switches are molded

10 with resin and includes a vacuum container, disposed
on the mold section, that accommodates the circuit
breaker and load break switches, each of which
comprises the fixed electrode and a movable electrode
connectable to and disconnectable from the fixed

15 electrode.

[0015]

A vacuum switchgear according to yet another
aspect of the present invention has a mold section to
which earthing switches and conductors connected to

20 fixed electrodes of switches that function as a
circuit breaker and disconnecting switches are molded
with resin and includes a vacuum container, disposed
on the mold section, that accommodates the circuit
breaker and disconnecting switches, each of which

25 comprises the fixed electrode and a movable electrode



6 connectable to and disconnectable fromthe fixed electrode. (Effects of
the Invention) [0021) 5 According to the present invention, the nold resin
menber used as the main insulator between the main circuit and ground can

be | ocalized near the conductors connected to the fixed el ectrodes, which

significantly reduces the anount of resin used. 10 Furthernore, the spacing
between the main circuit section in the_vacuum container and ground is

i sol ated doubly by vacuum and the resin nenber or air,

i ncreasing the

insulation reliability. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAWNGS 15 [0069) FIG 1
is alongitudinal front viewillustrating an enbodinent of the inventive
vacuum switchgear. FIG 2 is a longitudinal side view of the enbodi nent of
the inventive vacuum swi tchgear shown in 20 FIG 1. FIG 3 is a plan view
of the enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum sw tchgear shown in FIG 1. FIG
4 is an el ectriconphehabile tprapdt ddsggnaecthblg finem rlien fixed confi gur ed
in the enbodi nent of the 25 inventive vacuum sw tchgear

electrode.
(Effects of the Invention)
[0021]

5 According to the present invention,

the mold resin

member used as the main insulator between the main

circuit and ground can be localized near the

conductors connected to the fixed electrodes, which

significantly reduces the amount of resin used.

10 Furthermore, the spacing between the main circuit

section in the vacuum container and ground is isolated

doubly by vacuum and the resin member or air,

increasing the insulation reliability.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

15 [0069])

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal front view illustrating

an embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear.

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal side view of the

embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear shown in

20 FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the embodiment of the

inventive vacuum switchgear shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an electric schematic circuit diagram of

a ring main unit configured in the embodiment of the

25 inventive vacuum switchgear.



7 FIG 5 is alongitudinal front viewillustrating another enbodi nent of
the inventive vacuumswitchgear. FIG 6 is a side viewin which part of the
ot her enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum sw tchgear showmn in 5 FIG 1 is
omtted. FIG 7 is an electric schematic circuit diagramof a cubicle-type
swi tching apparatus configured in the other enbodi nent of the inventive
vacuum switchgear. FIG 8 is a front view gf_an exenplary switching 10
apparatus having the other enbodi ment of the inventive vacuum sw tchgear
shown in FIG 5. FIG 9 is a cross-sectional view show ng section |X-1X of
the switching apparatus in FIG 8. FIG 10 is a longitudinal front view
illustrating 15 still another enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum

swi t chgear. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE | NVENTI ON (Best Mdde for Carrying
out the Invention) [0022] 20 Enbodi nents of a vacuum sw tchgear according
to the present inv&dG.o® vis la Bengddadinal inant sfi@wenicklustoratiengir awi ngs.
FIGs. 1 to 4 illustrate an enbodi nent of a vacuum sw tchgear according to

t he present invapRptBar pmpodimept o Ahleodgiviendilivgl vRcym \svkahdeadtrati ng

t he
FIG. 6 is a side view in which part of the other

embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear shown in
5 FIG. 1 is omitted.
FIG. 7 is an electric schematic circuit diagram of
a cubicle-type switching apparatus configured in the
other embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear.
FIG. 8 is a front view of an exemplary switching

10 apparatus having the other embodiment of the inventive
vacuum switchgear shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing section
IX-IX of the switching apparatus in FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a longitudinal front view illustrating

15 still another embodiment of the inventive vacuum
switchgear.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
(Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention)
[0022]

20 Embodiments of a vacuum switchgear according to
the present invention will be described with reference
to the drawings.

FIGs. 1 to 4 illustrate an embodiment of a vacuum
switchgear according to the present invention. FIG. 1

25 is a longitudinal front view illustrating the



8 enbodi nrent of the inventive vacuumswi tchgear. FIG 2 1is a |ongitudinal
side view of the enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum swi tchgear shown in
FIG 1. FIG 3 is a plan view of the enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum5
swi tchgear shown in FIG 1. FIG 4 is an electric schematic circuit diagram
of aring main unit configured in the enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum
switchgear. [0023] 10 First, the ring maig unit in FIG 4 generally
conprises a vacuumswi tch which is constituted a circuit breaker (CB), two
| oad break switches (LBSs), earthing switches (ESs), and feeder conductors
(Fs) connected to each of the fixed el ectrodes of the 15 circuit breaker
(CB) and the two | oad break switches (LBSs). The feeder conductors (Fs) and
earthing switches (ESs) are nolded with resin. A vacuum container 8 is

pl aced on the nold section 7. The vacuum container 8 includes the circuit
breaker (CB) 20eBRadimpentuef| §hg Brygrtdye Mecyym SEHtChgeaout ELG-péri phery
or surface of the vacuum container 8 is covered by a insulating nold case
10 with resin. 1fo82ipPnadtudidsginmsideor ieie ofn s iemPAHAG R S ttdgear 25

that constitutes the above ring nmain unit wll be
invent?ve vacuu% switchgear s&own in FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is

a plan view of the embodiment of the inventive wvacuum
5 switchgear shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is an electric
schematic circuit diagram of a ring main unit
configured in the embodiment of the inventive wvacuum
switchgear.
[0023]

10 First, the ring main unit in FIG. 4 generally
comprises a vacuum switch which is constituted a
circuit breaker (CB), two load break switches (LBSs),
earthing switches (ESs), and feeder conductors (Fs)
connected to each of the fixed electrodes of the

15 circuit breaker (CB) and the two load break switches
(LBSs). The feeder conductors (Fs) and earthing
switches (ESs) are molded with resin. A wvacuum
container 8 is placed on the mold section 7. The
vacuum container 8 includes the circuit breaker (CB)

20 and the two load break switches (LBSs). The outer
periphery or surface of the vacuum container 8 is
covered by a insulating mold case 10 with resin.

[0024]
An embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear

25 that constitutes the above ring main unit will be



9 described in detail with reference to FIGs. 1 to 3. The vacuumswitch is
constituted a circuit breaker (CB) 1, two |oad break switches (LBSs) 2,
feeder conductors (Fs) 3 connected to each of the fixed 5 el ectrodes 22 of
the circuit breaker (CB) 1 and the two |oad break switches (LBSs) 2, and
earthing swtches (ESs) 4 connected to the feeder conductors 3. Current
transforners 5 and voltage dividers 6 mh[cgl_are bei ng provided on the
feeder conductors 3, are 10 nolded with resin and constitute the nold
section 7, as shown in FIGs. 1 and 2. The earthing switch 4 has a solid
insul ating tube 41 made of, for exanple, ceramc and kept under vacuum a
fixed electrode 42 fixed at the upper part of the solid insulating tube 41
and 15 connected to the feeder conductor 3, and a novable electrode 44

di sconnectably connected to the fixed electrode 42 at the |ower part of the
sol i d insul ati ngescalibed] inhdedgi 1a widih cefedncEhaanRld € kltBrt3.ode 44 of
the earthing switch 4 is made novabl e by an 20 earthing switch
openi ng/ cl osi ng neciThe st sati t oy | ewss bl twitkd aa | ¢ikquih doxerker ke.
The novable electrode 44 of the earthing switch 4 is connected to an

eart hi ng bus 46.(CB0025] twps Laadabreake ewtidiches g LR &, sfiefiddrss or

anot her

conductors (Fs) 3 connected to each of the fixed

5 electrodes 22 of the circuit breaker (CB) 1 and the
two load break switches (LBSs) 2, and earthing
switches (ESs) 4 connected to the feeder conductors 3.
Current transformers 5 and voltage dividers 6 which
are being provided on the feeder conductors 3, are

10 molded with resin and constitute the mold section 7,
as shown in FIGs. 1 and 2. The earthing switch 4 has a
solid insulating tube 41 made of, for example, ceramic
and kept under vacuum, a fixed electrode 42 fixed at
the upper part of the so0lid insulating tube 41 and

15 connected to the feeder conductor 3, and a movable
electrode 44 disconnectably connected to the fixed
electrode 42 at the lower part of the solid insulating
tube 41 through a bellows 43. The movable electrode 44
of the earthing switch 4 is made movable by an

20 earthing switch opening/closing mechanism 45 that
comprises a rod, a link, and the like. The movable
electrode 44 of the earthing switch 4 is connected to
an earthing bus 46.

[0025]

25 A vacuum container 8 made of stainless or another



10 material is fixed on the nold section 7 by bolts 9 shown in FIG 3. The
outer periphery or surface of the vacuumcontainer 8 is nolded by the
insulating nold case 10 with a thernosetting nolding material 10a such 5 as
unsat urated pol yester resin. [0026] The circuit breaker 1 disposed in the
vacuum container 8 has an insulating tube 11, a fixed electrode 12, a
novabl e el ectrode 13, an insulating 10 rod 15 and an arc shield 16 di sposed
on the inner surface of the insulating tub® 11; the fixed electrode 12 is
fixed in the insulating tube 11 and connected to the feeder conductor 3
brought into the vacuum contai ner 8; the novable electrode 13 is brought
into 15 the insulating tube 11 and can be connected to and di sconnected
fromthe fixed electrode 12; the insulating rod 15 is connected to the
novable electrode 13 through a bellows 14. The insulating rod 15 for the
circuit breakermagtettanetkedikedaoni thel inodd keeaken dp&y myldsoS ng
mechani sm 17 that conprises a rod, a link, and the |like. The bell ows 14 has
a bag shape andhbaa LasBIeaBi.ngTiperodubes, pentpkesyngrt herfaeki abi they for
vacuum herneticity. [0027] 25 The |oad break switch 2 disposed in the
vacuum vacuum container 8 is molded by the insulating mold
case 10 with a thermosetting molding material 10a such
5 as unsaturated polyester resin.
[0026]
The circuit breaker 1 disposed in the vacuum
container 8 has an insulating tube 11, a fixed
electrode 12, a movable electrode 13, an insulating
10 rod 15 and an arc shield 16 disposed on the inner
surface of the insulating tube 11; the fixed electrode
12 is fixed in the insulating tube 11 and connected to
the feeder conductor 3 brought into the vacuum
container 8; the movable electrode 13 is brought into
15 the insulating tube 11 and can be connected to and
disconnected from the fixed electrode 12; the
insulating rod 15 is connected to the movable
electrode 13 through a bellows 1l4. The insulating rod
15 for the circuit breaker is connected to a circuit
20 breaker opening/closing mechanism 17 that comprises a
rod, a link, and the like. The bellows 14 has a bag
shape and has less sealing portions, increasing the
reliability for vacuum hermeticity.

[0027]

25 The load break switch 2 disposed in the vacuum



- 11 container 8 has an insulating tube 21, a fixed electrode 22, a
novabl e el ectrode 23, an insulating rod 25 and an arc shield 26 di sposed on
the inner surface of the insulating tube 21; the fixed electrode 5 22 is
fixed in the insulating tube 21 and connected to the feeder conductor 3
brought into the vacuum container 8; the novable electrode 23 is brought
into the insulating tube 21 and can be connected to and disconnected from
the fixed el ectrode 22; the 10 insulatiny ¥bd 25 is connected to the novabl e
el ectrode 23 through a bellows 24. [0028] As with the above bellows 14, the
bell ows 24 has a bag shape and has | ess sealing portions, increasing 15 the
reliability for vacuum herneticity. The insulating rod 25 for the |oad
break switch is connected to a |oad break sw tch opening/cl osing nmechani sm
27 that conprises a rod, a link, and the like. [0029] 20 The novabl e

el ectrode 13 fokohltaiieircdi hakr @akanshlaanhgonravd Aihe amiakde el ectrodes 23
for the load break switch 2 are interconnected by a flexible conductor 28,
and that novabl eleteebdede223af moviabde leQed thiodek 230 tath ih«aridtiigy ot her
novabl e el ectrode 23 25 for the load break switch 2 are al so interconnected
by rod 25 and an arc shield 26 disposed on the inner

surface of the insulating tube 21; the fixed electrode
5 22 is fixed in the insulating tube 21 and connected to
the feeder conductor 3 brought into the wvacuum
container 8; the movable electrode 23 is brought into
the insulating tube 21 and can be connected to and
disconnected from the fixed electrode 22; the

10 insulating rod 25 is connected to the movable

electrode 23 through a bellows 24.
[0028]
As with the above bellows 14, the bellows 24 has a
bag shape and has less sealing portions, increasing

15 the reliability for vacuum hermeticity. The insulating
rod 25 for the load break switch is connected to a
load break switch opening/closing mechanism 27 that
comprises a rod, a link, and the like.

[0029]

20 The movable electrode 13 for the circuit breaker 1
and one of the movable electrodes 23 for the load
break switch 2 are interconnected by a flexible
conductor 28, and that movable electrode 23 for the
load break switch 2 and the other movable electrode 23

25 for the load break switch 2 are also interconnected by



12 another flexible conductor 28. The flexible conductor 28 is provided
with a flexible conductor shield 29. The flexible conductor 28 is fixed to
t he novable electrodes 13, 23 by screwi ng and brazing. Wen the 5 noving
el ectrode 13, 23 noves, the flexible conductor 28 generates a return force
in the lateral direction in FIG 1, since the flexible conductor 28 is
fixed by screws to resist to the return_f?ﬁcg, so that work involved in
the brazing is sinplified. 10 [0030] Each teéeder conductor 3 brought into
the vacuum container 8 is supported by the vacuum container 8 through a
solid insulator 30 made of, for exanple, ceramc. A side of each of the
feeder conductors 3 15 opposite to its fixed electrode is a cable connection
termnal 31. [0031] Next, the operation of an enbodi ment of the inventive
vacuum swi t chgear will be described in 20 detail with reference to FIGs. 1
to 3. In the ci poothebr fdlexible tdeadsiateor t28&r edker £lopadhilegcondiichgr
mechani sm 17 is operated according to a detection signal for an
overcurrent, sha@tdsreFovidegr st foadfiliexidlepiapnduchianrshiikt 4%. det ect ed

on the 25 | oad side by a detecting neans. The novabl e el ectrode
The flexible conductor 28 is fixed to the movable

electrodes 13, 23 by screwing and brazing. When the
5 moving electrode 13, 23 moves, the flexible conductor
28 generates a return force in the lateral direction
in FIG. 1, since the flexible conductor 28 is fixed by
screws to resist to the return force, so that work
involved in the brazing is simplified.
10 [0030]
Each feeder conductor 3 brought into the wvacuum
container 8 is supported by the vacuum container 8
through a so0lid insulator 30 made of, for example,
ceramic. A side of each of the feeder conductors 3
15 opposite to its fixed electrode is a cable connection
terminal 31.
[0031]
Next, the operation of an embodiment of the
inventive vacuum switchgear will be described in
20 detail with reference to FIGs. 1 to 3.
In the circuit breaker 1, the circuit breaker
opening/closing mechanism 17 is operated according to
a detection signal for an overcurrent, shortcircuit,
ground fault, or other failure that is detected on the

25 load side by a detecting means. The movable electrode



- 13 13 is then disconnected fromthe fixed electrode 12 to open the
connection circuit. [0032] Each of the |oad break switches 2 is operated by
5 the | oad break sw tch opening/closing mechani sm 27. The novabl e el ectrode
23 is then disconnected fromthe fixed electrode 22 to di sconnect the
connection circuit. This enbodi nent uses a phase separation construction.
For three phases, another unit 10 construc{4on descri bed above may be

provi ded. [0033] Since the vacuum container 8 is disposed on the nold
section 7, the vacuumcontainer is maintained in a floating voltage state,
increasing the insulation 15 performance of the vacuum container 8 with
respect to the ground. This reduces the probability of ground faults and
inproves reliability. [0034] |In parts at which vacuum sealing is not
necessary, 20 such as the insulating rod 15 in the vacyum container 8,
swagi ng or cerahﬁclﬁeFﬁpplQaﬁpeﬁnﬁytﬁgefépmhﬁhﬁcﬁﬂﬁédbﬁéﬁQﬁ§QQﬁ(%%a%o is

el i mnated, which enaples the use of |nexpenS|ve ceram c and reduces the
nanufacturlng c8Ben thet FeNREFYLBCFilgRUEt -t he feeder 25 conductors 3,

earthing switches 4, current
'10032]

Each of the load break switches 2 is operated by
5 the load break switch opening/closing mechanism 27.
The movable electrode 23 is then disconnected from the
fixed electrode 22 to disconnect the connection
circuit. This embodiment uses a phase separation
construction. For three phases, another unit
10 construction described above may be provided.
[0033]
Since the vacuum container 8 is disposed on the
mold section 7, the vacuum container is maintained in
a floating voltage state, increasing the insulation
15 performance of the vacuum container 8 with respect to
the ground. This reduces the probability of ground
faults and improves reliability.
[0034]
In parts at which vacuum sealing is not necessary,
20 such as the insulating rod 15 in the vacuum container
8, swaging or ceramic metallization by use of an
active brazing material is eliminated, which enables
the use of inexpensive ceramic and reduces the
manufacturing cost. In the mold section 7, the feeder

25 conductors 3, earthing switches 4, current



- 14 transforners 5, and voltage dividers 6 are nolded, so the nold
section 7 is conpact as conpared with the entire vacuum sw tchgear, which
al so contributes to the reduction in the manufacturing cost. 5 [0035] The
earthing switches 4 are disposed in the nmold section 7, which is outside

t he vacuum container 8, so the weight and capacity of the vacuum contai ner
8 can be reduced, which significantly reduges the size of 10 the vacuum
container 8 having the circuit breaker 1 and |oad break switches 2 and
greatly cuts down the cost. Even if a ground fault occurs in the earthing
switch 4, the ground fault current is automatically shut down w thin one
cycle by highly vacuumtight arc 15 suppressing performance, suppressing the
ground fault from spreading. [0036] According to the above enbodi nent of
the present invention, the vacuum container_ 8 including the 20 circuit
breaker 1 and | &8NEfeaResRi fechadd vied tagies fdyddiedis théhepmplded i &P 7, so
the electric potential of the vacuumcontainer 8 is a f]loatin vol t age
that is approxiﬁﬁ?eW?quﬁﬁptESHtHelﬁrSﬁﬁ@acﬁbf¥ﬁﬂ99$3arﬁﬁ%P@B?‘ﬂﬂﬁ?easing t he

safety and 25 reliability of the vacuum contai ner. 8 agai.ns r ound
y ent?re vacuum sw%tc%gear, which also ntri é{es to

the reduction in the manufacturing cost.
5 [0035]

The earthing switches 4 are disposed in the mold
section 7, which is outside the wvacuum container 8, so
the weight and capacity of the vacuum container 8 can
be reduced, which significantly reduces the size of

10 the vacuum container 8 having the circuit breaker 1
and load break switches 2 and greatly cuts down the
cost. Even if a ground fault occurs in the earthing
switch 4, the ground fault current is automatically
shut down within one cycle by highly vacuum tight arc-

15 suppressing performance, suppressing the ground fault
from spreading.

[0036]

According to the above embodiment of the present
invention, the vacuum container 8 including the

20 circuit breaker 1 and load break switches 2 is
disposed on the mold section 7, so the electric
potential of the vacuum container 8 is a floating
voltage that is approximately equal to the ground
potential, thereby increasing the safety and

25 reliability of the vacuum container 8 against ground



- 15 - faults. [0037] The earthing switches 4 disposed outside the vacuum
container 8, that is, in the nold section 7, so 5 the structures of the
circuit breaker 1, the load break switches 2 and the like in the vacuum
container 8 can be sinplified, and the vacuum contai ner can be nade
conpact. [0038] 10 In addition, the feeder conductors 3 are part of the
integrated nold section 7, so its nolding £st can be reduced and thereby
the entire manufacturing cost can also be reduced. [0039] 15 Although the
earthing switches 4 are disposed outside the vacuumcontainer 8 in the
above enbodinent, it is also possible to dispose themin the vacuum
container 8. Even in this case, the electric potential of the vacuum

contai ner 8 can be reduced nearly to the 20 ground potential as in the above
enbodi ment, and the safety and reliability of the vacuum container 8

agai nst ground f&Ult§-can be increased. [0040] In the above enbodinent, the
t her nosetti ng nnldiq%o3%% mat eri al 10a provided on the outer periphery or

The earthing switches 4 disposed outside the
vacuum container 8, that is, in the mold section 7, so
5 the structures of the circuit breaker 1, the load
break switches 2 and the like in the vacuum container
8 can be simplified, and the vacuum container can be
made compact.
[0038]

10 In addition, the feeder conductors 3 are part of
the integrated mold section 7, so its molding cost can
be reduced and thereby the entire manufacturing cost
can also be reduced.

[0039]

15 Although the earthing switches 4 are disposed
outside the vacuum container 8 in the above embodiment,
it is also possible to dispose them in the vacuum
container 8. Even in this case, the electric potential
of the vacuum container 8 can be reduced nearly to the

20 ground potential as in the above embodiment, and the
safety and reliability of the vacuum container 8
against ground faults can be increased.

[0040]
In the above embodiment, the thermosetting molding

25 material 10a provided on the outer periphery or



- 16 surface of the vacuum contai ner 8 such as unsaturated polyester resin
is further used to prevent ground faults. OMng to the use of the
thernosetting nolding material 10a, w thstanding the operation voltage for
a5 half cycle is sufficiently in the unlikely event of a discharge between
a conductor and the vacuumcontainer 8. It is also possible to coat
conductive paint to the inner surface ofdige t hernosetting nolding materia
10a to prevent corona di scharges generate ue to 10 snmal |l gaps between the
vacuum cont ai ner 8 and thernosetting nolding material 10a. |Instead of using
the thernosetting nolding material 10a, a netallic cover may be provided
with a spacing fromthe vacuum container 8 that is just enough to w thstand
the 15 operation voltage. [0041] FIGs. 5to 7 illustrate another
enbodi ment of a vacuum swi tchgear according to the present invention. FIG
5 is a | ongitudsnaifateont thewviaduwst rcaintad nicre 8 Zhiadt ey wrdsddirasrd€d of t he
i nventive vacuumswitchgear. FIG 6 is a side viewin which part of the
ot her enbodi neppblykestles resdmt iwe fuadingm swiedc tge@resteavin gnmourld G 1 i s
omtted. FIG 7 is an electric schematic circuit diagramof a cubicle-type
swi t chi ng appar §2udts5 cowingutedthe uhe ofhtheethedimpsattangt meldihwvanti ve
material 10a, withstanding the operation voltage for a
5 half cycle is sufficiently in the unlikely event of a
discharge between a conductor and the vacuum container
8. It is also possible to coat conductive paint to the
inner surface of the thermosetting molding material
l0a to prevent corona discharges generated due to
10 small gaps between the vacuum container 8 and
thermosetting molding material 10a. Instead of using
the thermosetting molding material 10a, a metallic
cover may be provided with a spacing from the vacuum
container 8 that is just enough to withstand the
15 operation voltage.
[0041]
FIGs. 5 to 7 illustrate another embodiment of a
vacuum switchgear according to the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a longitudinal front view illustrating the
20 other embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear.
FIG. 6 is a side view in which part of the other
embodiment of the inventive vacuum switchgear shown in
FIG. 1 is omitted. FIG. 7 is an electric schematic

circuit diagram of a cubicle-type switching apparatus

25 configured in the other embodiment of the inventive



e st it e

17 vacuum swi tchgear. The parts in these drawi ngs are assigned the sane
reference nunerals as the identical or equivalent parts in FIGs. 1 to 4.
[0042] 5 First, the cubicle-type switching apparatus in FIG 7 generally
conprises a vacuumswitch which is constituted a circuit breaker (CB), a

di sconnecting switch (DS), an earthing switch (ES), a feeder conductor (F)
connected to a fixed el ectrode of the 10 ci cuit breaker (CB), and a
branching bus (FI) connected to a fixed efecirode of the disconnecting
swtch (DS). The feeder conductor (F), branching bus (Fl), and earthing
switch (ES) are nolded with resin. A vacuum container 8 is placed on the
nol d section 7. 15 The vacuum contai ner 8 includes the circuit breaker (CB)
and the disconnecting switch (DS). The outer periphery or surface of the
vacuum container 8 is covered by an insulating nold case 10 with resin.
[0043] 20 The owaeuueniseditmhgeaaf. t fibei partsi 18 thesemdrawingisgeare t hat
constitutes the cubicle-type swtching apparatus described above wll be
descri bed i n detasligngid Fheefs@menge ftegrefiags nuinetad 6. asTHdhe et iszadduct or
(F) 3 connected to the fixed 25 electrode 12 of the circuit breaker (CB) 1,

t he or equivalent parts in FIGs. 1 to 4.
[0042]
5 First, the cubicle-type switching apparatus in FIG.

7 generally comprises a vacuum switch which is
constituted a circuit breaker (CB), a disconnecting
switch (DS), an earthing switch (ES), a feeder
conductor (F) connected to a fixed electrode of the

10 circuit breaker (CB), and a branching bus (F1)
connected to a fixed electrode of the disconnecting
switch (DS). The feeder conductor (F), branching bus
(F1), and earthing switch (ES) are molded with resin.
A vacuum container 8 is placed on the mold section 7.

15 The vacuum container 8 includes the circuit breaker
(CB) and the disconnecting switch (DS). The outer
periphery or surface of the vacuum container 8 is
covered by an insulating mold case 10 with resin.

[0043]

20 The other embodiment of the inventive vacuum
switchgear that constitutes the cubicle-type switching
apparatus described above will be described in detail
with reference to FIGs. 5 and 6.

The feeder conductor (F) 3 connected to the fixed

25 electrode 12 of the circuit breaker (CB) 1, the



18 branching bus (FI) 3A connected to the fixed electrode 22 of the
di sconnecting switch (DS) 2, the earthing switch (ES) 4 connected to the
f eeder conductor 3, and the voltage dividers 6 provided on the feeder 5
conductor 3 are nolded with resin and constitute a nold section 7, as shown
in FIG 5. The earthing switch 4 has a solid insulating tube 41 nade of,
for exanple, ceramc and kept under vacuum a fixed electrode 42 fixed at
the lower part of the fixed 10 insul ating #8be 41 and connected to the
feeder conductor 3, and a novabl e el ectrode 44 di sconnectably connected to
the fixed electrode 42 at the upper part of the solid insulating tube 41
through a bellows 43. The novable el ectrode 44 of the earthing switch 4 is
15 made novabl e by an earthing switch opening/closing nechanism 45 that
conprises a rod, a link, and the |ike. The novable el ectrode 44 of the
earthing sw tchprdnichie@mRet qF1)0 2 afdddtad s e {0844 el dda@cuum
contai ner 8 made of stainless or another material is disposed on the nold
section 7. The pacw#Mtheodigicydnet tiay SwiWTh IS St UCiHY edidii®npri ses a
| ower part 8A and an upper part 8B. The |lower part 8A of the vacuum
container 8 is @éwiReRedES) Uheolettd IRCtil fedduugindustdd B naid at or
30 made of, for

the voltage dividers 6 provided on the feeder

5 conductor 3 are molded with resin and constitute a
mold section 7, as shown in FIG. 5. The earthing
switch 4 has a solid insulating tube 41 made of, for
example, ceramic and kept under vacuum, a fixed
electrode 42 fixed at the lower part of the fixed

10 insulating tube 41 and connected to the feeder
conductor 3, and a movable electrode 44 disconnectably
connected to the fixed electrode 42 at the upper part
of the so0lid insulating tube 41 through a bellows 43.
The movable electrode 44 of the earthing switch 4 is

15 made movable by an earthing switch opening/closing
mechanism 45 that comprises a rod, a link, and the
like. The movable electrode 44 of the earthing switch
4 is connected to an earthing bus 46.

[0044]

20 A vacuum container 8 made of stainless or another
material is disposed on the mold section 7. The wvacuum
container 8 has a two-part structure that comprises a
lower part 8A and an upper part 8B. The lower part 8A
of the vacuum container 8 is disposed on the mold

25 section 7 through a so0lid insulator 30 made of, for



- 19 exanple, ceramc. The outer periphery or surface of
and upper part 8B of the vacuum container 8 are covered by an insulating
nold case 10 with resin that is fornmed integrally with the nold 5 section
7. [0045] After the conductor, bellows, contacts, and other constituting
parts are brazed in the | ower part 8A of the vacuum contai ner 8,
part 8B is fitted 10 onto the |ower part ﬁ& and then the joint part is
[ 0046] The circuit
breaker 1 disposed in the vacuum container 8 has a fixed el ectrode 12
connected to the 15 feeder conductor 3, a novable el ectrode 13 can be

brazed. Finally, the vacuum container is vacuum seal ed.

connected to and di sconnected fromthe fi xed el ectrode

12,

the | ower part 8A

and an

t he upper

insulating rod 15 connected to the novable electrode 13 through a bell ows
14. The insulating rod 15 is connected to a circuit breaker opening/cl osing
20 nmechani sm 17ekenmpilge ceremic.br Bakeputnat pesiphesy¥son spgfacg fnk, and
the like. The bellows 14 has a bag shape and has | ess sealing portions,

i ncreasi ng the thel ilaWeri PartoB8Ay addumPred0PArt BB pfe tdisscafiBER i ng switch

2 di sposed in the vacuum

container 8 are covered by an insulating mold case 10

with resin that is formed integrally with the mold

5 section 7.

[0045]

After the conductor, bellows, contacts,

and other

constituting parts are brazed in the lower part 8A of

the vacuum container 8, the upper part 8B is fitted

10 onto the lower part 8A and then the joint part is

brazed. Finally, the vacuum container is vacuum sealed.

[0046]

The circuit breaker 1 disposed in the vacuum

container 8 has a fixed electrode 12 connected to the

15 feeder conductor 3, a movable electrode 13 can be

connected to and disconnected from the fixed electrode

12, and an insulating rod 15 connected to the movable

electrode 13 through a bellows 14. The insulating rod

15 is connected to a circuit breaker opening/closing

20 mechanism 17 for the circuit breaker that comprises a

rod, a link, and the like. The bellows 14 has a bag

shape and has less sealing portions, increasing the

reliability for wvacuum.

[0047]

25 The disconnecting switch 2 disposed in the vacuum



- 20 container 8 has a fixed el ectrode 22 connected to the branching bus
3A brought into the vacuum container 8, a novable el ectrode 23 connectabl e
to and disconnectable fromthe fixed el ectrode 22, an 5 insulating rod 25
connected to the novable electrode 23 through a bellows 24, and an arc
shield 26 di sposed on the inner surface of the vacuum container 8. The
insulating rod 25 is connected to a | oad Q@ﬁag switch opening/closing
mechani sm 27 for the disconnecting 10 swit that conprises a rod, a link,
and the like. As wth the above bellows 14, the bellows 24 has a bag shape
and has | ess sealing portions, increasing the reliability for vacuum
~herneticity. [0048] 15 The arc shield 26 has the sane electric potenti al
as the vacuum container 8. Therefore, the arc shield 26 prevents netallic
particles released fromthe electrode of the disconnecting switch 2 at the
tine of currentoshatidewn 8f ham adlidxiedg etflecthodel € rodmemte Rt a Hdreeby
prevents the withstand voltage frombeing reduced. Furthernore, when the
el ectrodes of tbranghingnbust BAgby@ugbly Andied thier y@quusr egitdrainesr & .bot h
turned off, the insulation reliability at the tine of disconnection of the
di sconnecti ng s@& meNapleselscitpefleadddconnectable to and

disconnectable from the fixed electrode 22, an
5 insulating rod 25 connected to the movable electrode

23 through a bellows 24, and an arc shield 26 disposed
on the inner surface of the vacuum container 8. The
insulating rod 25 is connected to a load break switch
opening/closing mechanism 27 for the disconnecting

10 switchvthat comprises a rod, a link, and the like. As
with the above bellows 14, the bellows 24 has a bag
shape and has less sealing portions, increasing the
reliability for vacuum hermeticity.

[0048]

15 The arc shield 26 has the same electric potential
as the vacuum container 8. Therefore, the arc shield
26 prevents metallic particles released from the
electrode of the disconnecting switch 2 at the time of
current shutdown from adhering to the electrode and

20 thereby prevents the withstand voltage from being
reduced. Furthermore, when the electrodes of the
disconnecting switch 2 and circuit breaker 1 are both
turned off, the insulation reliability at the time of
disconnection of the disconnecting switch 2 is

25 increased.



- 21 - [0049] The novable electrode 13 for the circuit breaker 1 and the
novabl e el ectrode 23 for the disconnecting switch 2 are interconnected by a
fl exi ble conductor 28. 5 The flexible conductor 28 is fixed to the novable
el ectrodes 13, 23 by screwing and brazing. Wen the noving electrode 13, 23
noves, the flexible conductor 28 generates a return force in the |ateral
direction in FIG 1. Since the flexible conductor 28 is fixed by 10 screws
to resist to the return force, so that workl involved in the brazing is
simplified. [0050] A side of the feeder conductor 3 opposite to its fixed
el ectrode is a cable connection term nal brought 15 to the |l ower part of the
vacuum container 8. A side of the branching bus 3A opposite to its fixed
el ectrode is a bus connection term nal horizontally brought to the | ower
part of the vacuum contai ner 8. Bushings of these termnals are provided at
the | ower part of tH@04%] vacuum contai ner 8. [0051] Next, the operation of
anot her enbodi nent of the inventive vacuum switchgear will be described in
detail with referen@hd onditdisle elemtode 5l 3 nf dhethve reinrcubt ebkeakdr 1 he
circuit breaker
and the movable electrode 23 for the disconnecting
switch 2 are interconnected by a flexible conductor 28.
5 The flexible conductor 28 is fixed to the movable
electrodes 13, 23 by screwing and brazing. When the
moving electrode 13, 23 moves, the flexible conductor
28 generates a return force in the lateral direction
in FIG. 1. Since the flexible conductor 28 is fixed by
10 screws to resist to the return force, so that work
involved in the brazing is simplified.
[0050]
A side of the feeder conductor 3 opposite to its
fixed electrode is a cable connection terminal brought
15 to the lower part of the vacuum container 8. A side of
the branching bus 3A opposite to its fixed electrode
is a bus connection terminal horizontally brought to
the lower part of the vacuum container 8. Bushings of
these terminals are provided at the lower part of the
20 vacuum container 8.
[0051]
Next, the operation of another embodiment of the
inventive vacuum switchgear will be described in

detail with reference to FIGs. 5 and 6.

25 In the circuit breaker 1, the circuit breaker



22 opening/cl osing nmechanism 27 is operated according to a detection
signal for an overcurrent, shortcircuit, ground fault, or other failure
that is detected on the |oad side by a detecting neans. The novabl e
electrode 5 13 is then disconnected fromthe fixed electrode 12 to open the
connection circuit. [0052] The disconnecting switch 2 is operated by its
openi ng/ cl osi ng nmechani sm 27, and di sconnects the 10 novabl e el ectrode 23
fromthe fixed electrode 22 to disconnett?4he connection circuit. This
enbodi ment uses a phase separation construction. For three phases, another
unit construction described above may be provided. 15 [0053] Even if a
ground fault occurs in the earthing switch 4, the ground fault current is
automatically shut down within one cycle, suppressing the ground fault
from spreadi ng. 20 [0054] Since the vacuum container 8 is constructed as two
parts, sealing openhagjdelesdag megchnnlisari2ig isheperatied maddr@dimy tidhe | ower
part 8A and upper part 8B of the vacuum container 8. 25 [0055]
a detection signal for an overcurrent, shortcircuit,
ground fault, or other failure that is detected on the
load side by a detecting means. The movable electrode
5 13 is then disconnected from the fixed electrode 12 to
open the connection circuit.
[0052]
The disconnecting switch 2 is operated by its
opening/closing mechanism 27, and disconnects the
10 movable electrode 23 from the fixed electrode 22 to
disconnect the connection circuit. This embodiment
uses a phase separation construction. For three phases,
another unit construction described above may be
provided.
15 [0053]
Even if a ground fault occurs in the earthing
switch 4, the ground fault current is automatically
shut down within one cycle, suppressing the ground
fault from spreading.
20 [0054]
Since the vacuum container 8 is constructed as two
parts, sealing can be done easily by brazing the joint
portion of the lower part 8A and upper part 8B of the

vacuum container 8.

25 [0055]



- 23 According to the above enbodi nent of the present invention, the
vacuum container 8 including the <circuit breaker 1 and di sconnecting switch
2 is disposed on the nold section 7, so the electric 5 potential of the
vacuum container 8 is a floating voltage, thereby increasing the safety and
reliability of the vacuum container 8 against ground faults. [0056] The
earthing swtch 4 is disposed outside the %% vacuum container 8, that is, in
the mold section 7, so the structures of e circuit breaker 1, the

di sconnecting switch 2, and the like in the vacuum container 8 can be
sinplified, and the vacuum container can be nade conpact. 15 [0057] Since
the main elenments of the nold section 7 are the feeder conductors 3 and the
branchi ng buses (Fls) 3A, the nolding cost can be reduced and thereby the
entire manufacturing cost can also be reduced. 20 [0058] In the above

enbodi nent, the i nsdicoondgnlte ddse abyeremiafiidnent tdfe tthe epresenphery or
surface of the vacuumcontainer 8 is used to prevent ground faults. The

i nsul ating nol diBgsationpr &ébet vasuRacontadae 28 WnHMdng 44 ncrease in

electric potential that is
circuit breaker 1 and disconnecting switch 2 is

disposed on the mold section 7, so the electric

5 potential of the vacuum container 8 is a floating
voltage, thereby increasing the safety and reliability
of the vacuum container 8 against ground faults.

[0056]

The earthing switch 4 is disposed outside the

10 vacuum container 8, that is, in the mold section 7, so
the structures of the circuit breaker 1, the
disconnecting switch 2, and the like in the vacuum
container 8 can be simplified, and the vacuum
container can be made compact.

15 [0057]

Since the main elements of the mold section 7 are
the feeder conductors 3‘and the branching buses (Fls)
3A, the molding cost can be reduced and thereby the
entire manufacturing cost can also be reduced.

20 [0058]

In the above embodiment, the insulating mold case
10 provided on the outer periphery or surface of the
vacuum container 8 is used to prevent ground faults.
The insulating mold case is preset so that it can

25 withstand an increase in electric potential that is



- 24 caused by arc generation at the time of current shutdown by the
circuit breaker 1. Wien the outer surface of the insulating nold case 10 is
coated with paint having conductive material, so the electric 5 potenti al

of the surface of the insulating nold case 10 is fixed to the ground
potential, even if a person touches directly the insulating nold case 10,
the person can be kept safety. [0059] 10,fIGs. 8 and 9 show an exenpl ary
switching apparatus having anot her enbodi nent of the vacuum sw tchgear
shown in FIGs. 5 and 6. FIG 8 is a front view of the switching apparatus,
and FIG 9 is a cross-sectional view showi ng section IX-IXin FIG 8. 15
The parts in these draw ngs are assigned the sane reference nunerals as the
identical parts in FIGs. 5 to 7. A protective relay device 80 is provided
above an opening/closing mechanism 17 for the circuit_breaker and anot her
openi ng/ cl osi ng CRESRENIPYMAXE fasnerat e afi dvhricidte mf SHERIR®. [ 0060]
Buses 3A extendi ng downward fromthe nold section 7 are each provided with

a bus-si de bushSh§tdswnThysdheyGdrgudd RrGakes BB HPermibgaryedi spl aced as

shown 25 in FIGs. 5 and 9 and interconnected by a harizontal .
surface of the insulating mold ‘case 10 is coated with

paint having conductive material, so the electric
5 potential of the surface of the insulating mold case
10 is fixed to the ground potential, even if a person
touches direétly the insulating mold case 10, the
person can be kept safety.
[0059]

10 FIGs. 8 and 9 show an exemplary switching
apparatus having another embodiment of the vacuum
switchgear shown in FIGs. 5 and 6. FIG. 8 is a front
view of the switching apparatus, and FIG. 9 is a
cross-sectional view showing section IX-IX in FIG. 8.

15 The parts in these drawings are assigned the same
reference numerals as the identical parts in FIGs. 5
to 7. A protective relay device 80 is provided above
an opening/closing mechanism 17 for the circuit
breaker and another opening/closing mechanism 27 for

20 the disconnecting switch 2.

[0060]

Buses 3A extending downward from the mold section
7 are each provided with a bus-side bushing 3B. These
bus-side bushings 3B are mutually displaced as shown

25 in FIGs. 5 and 9 and interconnected by a horizontal



- 25 - bus-side bushing 3C for each phase. [0061] Feeder conductors 3
extend horizontally fromthe nold section 7 as showmn in FIG. 5 and 8. A
T-shaped 5 cable head 3D is attached to each feeder conductor 3 as shown
in FIG 8, and a conductor 3E extends downward fromthe T-shaped cabl e head.
The conductor 3E is provided with a current transfornmer 81. [0062] 10
According to this enbodi nent, as in the gb?¥e_ enbodi nents, the electric
potential of the vacuum container 8 is a floating voltage, thereby
increasing the safety and reliability of the vacuum container 8 against
ground faults. The earthing switch 4 is 15 di sposed outside the vacuum
container 8, that is, in the nold section 7, so the structures of the
circuit breaker 1, the disconnecting switch 2, and the like in the vacuum
container 8 are sinplified, and the vacuum contai ner can be nmade conpact.
Since the main BhensAds PushinghdCrdiodr $aah @hasere the feeder conductors 3
and the branching buses (FI) 3A, the nolding cost can be reduced and
thereby the entire m®®$¥ldct uring cost can also be reduced. [0063] 25 Since

t he bus-side bushin%§ and feeder-side .
eeder conductors 3 extend horizontally from the

mold section 7 as shown in FIGs. 5 and 8. A T-shaped
5 cable head 3D is attached to each feeder conductor 3
as shown in FIG. 8, and a conductor 3E extends
downward from the T-shaped cable head. The conductor
3E is provided with a current transformer 81.
[0062]

10 According to this embodiment, as in the above
embodiments, the electric potential of the vacuum
container 8 is a floating voltage, thereby increasing
the safety and reliability of the vacuum container 8
against ground faults. The earthing switch 4 is

15 disposed outside the vacuum container 8, that is, in
the mold section 7, so the structures of the circuit
breaker 1, the disconnecting switch 2, and the like in
the vacuum container 8 are simplified, and the vacuum
container can be made compact. Since the main elements

20 of the mold section 7 are the feeder conductors 3 and
the branching buses (Fl1) 3A, the molding cost can be
reduced and thereby the entire manufacturing cost can
also be reduced.

[0063]

25 Since the bus-side bushings and feeder-side



- 26 bushings are disposed at the bottomof the mold section 7, devices
for taking counterneasures against internal arc acconpanying short-circuits
may be disposed there, which sinplifies maintenance of these 5 devices.
[0064] Furthernore, in this enbodinent, a voltage nonitor to be connected
to the current transformer 81 can be provided on the feeder side, and an
interlock can also 10 be provided so as not.to permt the earthing switch 4
to be turned on when the voltage nonitor detects that a voltage is present.
| f a vacuum | eakage occurs in the circuit breaker 1 or disconnecting sw tch
2, for exanple, a voltage devel ops on the feeder side even 15 when the
circuit breaker 1 and disconnecting swwtch 2 are both shut off. If the

di sconnecting switch 2 is turned on in this state, a ground fault wll
occur. The interlock suppresses such ground faults. [0065] 20 In the
enbodi nent deschusddngfoare i sRegad gtfe thihikatkem ahuthefRobdshort-circuit
current such as, for exanple, a spiral electrode or axial magnetic field
el ectrode, may BEAUSAR to ARy I thF L BLRR OB RFNERS WLRE cRIALNSE [ 0066]

internal arc accompanying short-circuits may be

disposed there, which simplifies maintenance of these
5 devices.

[0064]

Furthermore, in this embodiment, a voltage monitor
to be connected to the current transformer 81 can be
provided on the feeder side, and an interlock can also

10 be provided so as not to permit the earthing switch 4
to be turned on when the voltage monitor detects that
a voltage is present. If a vacuum leakage occurs in
the circuit breaker 1 or disconnecting switch 2, for
example, a voltage develops on the feeder side even

15 when the circuit breaker 1 and disconnecting switch 2
are both shut off. If the disconnecting switch 2 is
turned on in this state, a ground fault will occur.
The interlock suppresses such ground faults.

{0065]

20 In the embodiment described above, an electrode
which can shut off a short-circuit current such as,
for example, a spiral electrode or axial magnetic
field electrode, may be used to the electrode of the
earthing switch 4.

25 [0066]



- 27 FIG 10 is a longitudinal front viewillustrating another enbodi nent
of the inventive vacuum swi tchgear. The parts in this drawi ng are assigned
the sane reference nunerals as the identical or equivalent 5 parts in FIG
5. The vacuum switchgear has a plurality of circuit breakers 1 in the
vacuum contai ner 8. The electrodes 13 of the plurality of circuit breakers
1 are operated concurrently to enable tbheyyse of turned- on, turned-off,
and di sconnected positions. 10 [00671 In this enbodinent, as in the

enbodi nents descri bed above, the conductor 3 connected to the fixed

el ectrode 12 of the circuit breaker 1, the earthing switch 4 connected to
the conductor 3, and 15 the like are resin nolded to the nold section 7. A
vacuum container 8 is provided on the nold section 7. By this structure,
the electric potential of the vacuumcontainer 8 is a floatingrvoltage,

thereby increasing e st et§ antPrettudingt feent neieBclibhiabrabidi ner 8

agai nst ground faults. The earthin witch 4 is. disposed outsjde the vacuum

container 8, th&9S\®T ieﬁﬁ%@"}%ﬁtq%i&ﬁ%r}nﬂe%%W%e‘P%b%rﬁW? % ructure
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conductors 3, reference numerals as the identical or equivalent

5 parts in FIG. 5. The vacuum switchgear has a plurality

of circuit breakers 1 in the vacuum container 8. The
electrodes 13 of the plurality of circuit breakers 1
are operated concurrently to enable the use of turned-
on, turned-off, and disconnected positions.

10 [0067]

In this embodiment, as in the embodiments
described above, the conductor 3 connected to the
fixed electrode 12 of the circuit breaker 1, the
earthing switch 4 connected to the conductor 3, and

15 the like are resin molded to the mold section 7. A
vacuum container 8 is provided on the mold section 7.
By this structure, the electric potential of the
vacuum container 8 is a floating voltage, thereby
increasing the safety and reliability of the vacuum

20 container 8 against ground faults. The earthing switch
4 is disposed outside the vacuum container 8, that is,
in the mold section 7, so the vacuum switch structure
of the circuit breaker 1 can be simplified, and the

vacuum container 8 can be made compact. Since the main

25 elements of the mold section 7 are the conductors 3,



- 28 the nolding cost can be reduced and thereby the entire manufacturing
cost can al so be reduced. [00681 1In this enbodinent, the novabl e el ectrodes
13 of 5 the each circuit breakers 1 are operated concurrently. This
elimnates the need to use a flexible conductor as the conductor for
connecting the novabl e el ectrodes 13. A copper plate 28A is sufficient. In
addition, the conductors are derived at_a,gnall pitch, 10 contributing to
maki ng the vacuum swi tch conpact. 29 - VWM% IS CLAIMED IS [Claim1] A vacuum
switch gear conprising: a plurality of vacuum sw tches including a fixed

el ectrode and a novabl e el ectrode, the novable el ectrode capable of being
in contact wwth or out of contact with the fixed electrode; a vacuum
container in which the plurality of vacuum sw tches are di sposed; and a
ground switch including a fixed el ectrode and a novable el ectrode, the
nmovabl e el ect r od@ec Hpdiiadbicasd; gn jbe dofurad ind BrexrRY othe RrtkEe wit h
the fixed electrode, the ground switch being covered by an insulation
cover; wherei n MREUSAGEALING FOSIa GRS dfeFaduced.

[0068]
In this embodiment, the movable electrodes 13 of
5 the each circuit breakers 1 are operated concurrently.
This eliminates the need to use a flexible conductor
as the conductor for connecting the movable electrodes
13. A copper plate 28A is sufficient. In addition,
the conductors are derived at a small pitch,

10 contributing to making the vacuum switch compact.



el ectrically connected to the ground switch; characterized in that the
ground switch is installed outside the vacuum container, the outer

peri pheral surfaces of the ground switch and the vacuum contai ner are
nolded wth resin and both of the ground switch and the vacuum contai ner
are integrally formed. [Claim?2] The vacuum switch gear according to claim
1, characterized in that the vacuum contai ner having an outer peripheral
surface nolded with resin is di sposed abo¥® t-he nolded part of the ground
switch molded. [Caim3] - 30 The vacuum switch gear according to claim1,
characterized in that the ground switch is integrally nolded with a
conductor connected to the fixed el ectrode of the vacuumsw tch and

di sposed outside the vacuum contai ner, and the vacuum container having its
outer peripheral surface nolded is disposed above the nolded part w th which

t he conduct or ”@#g?;g?qCLiéﬂﬁ?niél The vacuum switch gear according to claim

1 or claim 2, eriz n that the vacuumswi tch includes a circuit
gieaker and{@ 4 pad; swi tch di sposed in the common vacuum container. [Caim

A vacuum switch gear comprising:

a plurality of vacuum switches including a fixed
electrode and a movable electrode, the movable electrode
capable of being in contact with or out of contact with the
fixed electrode;

a vacuum container in which the plurality of vacuum
switches are disposed; and

a ground switch including a fixed electrode and a
movable electrode, the movable electrode capable of being
in contact with or out of contact with the fixed electrode,
the ground switch being covered by an insulation cover;

wherein the plurality of vacuum switches are
electrically connected to the ground switch;

characterized in that the ground switch is installed
outside the vacuum container, the outer peripheral surfaces
of the ground switch and the vacuum container are molded
with resin and both of the ground switch and the vacuum
container are integrally formed.

[Claim 2]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1,
characterized in that the vacuum container having an outer
peripheral surface molded with resin is disposed above the

molded part of the ground switch molded.

[Claim 3]



The vacuum switch gear according to claim1 or claim 3, characterized in
that the vacuum switch includes a circuit breaker and a di sconnect swtch
di sposed in the comon vacuum container. [C aim®6] The vacuum sw tch gear
according to claim4, characterized in that a feeder conductor is connected
to each of the fixed electrodes included in the circuit breaker and the

| oad swtch, and the feeder conductor and _the ground switch are integrally
nol ded with resin. [Caim7] The vacuuni saPt ch gear according to claimb5,
31 characterized in that a feeder conductor is connected to the fixed

el ectrode of the circuit breaker and a branched  conductor is connected to
the fixed el ectrod&h6f VEREUM{SYESERe FEAFWRACERT HAY the Feederl conductor, the
branched conductor and the ground switch are integrally nolded with resin.
[C ai m8] THOANBERRIARIA dm Jedwt ddoraingnd cowleein 1S 1ghaguetéyi zed in

t hat conductive coating material is applied to the outer periphery of the
mol ded part mofldeife widc guraashictiatercoi@ctiad 9jo Thiee vhtxed ehkcthodeaet

according to claim1,
the vacuum switch and disposed outside the vacuum container,

and the vacuum container having its outer peripheral
surface molded is disposed above the molded part with which
the conductor is molded.

[Claim 4]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1 or claim
2, characterized in that the vacuum switch includes a
circuit breaker and a load switch disposed in the common
vacuum container.

[Claim 5]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1 or claim
3, characterized in that the vacuum switch includes a
circuit breaker and a disconnect switch disposed in the
common vacuum container.

[Claim 6]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 4,
characterized in that a feeder conductor is connected to
each of the fixed electrodes included in the circuit
breaker and the load switch, and the feeder conductor and
the ground switch are integrally molded with resin.

[Claim 7]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 5,



characterized in that the vacuum container is disposed above the nol ded
part of the ground switch nol ded, and the vacuum contai ner has a potenti al
that is miintained at a floating voltage state. [Caim 10] The vacuum
switch gear according to claim1, characterized in that the vacuum sw tch
i ncludes either a load circuit breaker or a vacuum di sconnect sw tch.

- 31 -

characterized in that a feeder conductor is connected to
the fixed electrode of the'circuit breaker and a branched
conductor is connected to the fixed electrode of the
disconnect switch, and the feeder conductor, the branched
conductor and the ground switch are integrally molded with
resin.

[Claim 8]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1,
characterized in that conductive coating material is
applied to the outer periphery of the molded part of the
vacuum container.

[Claim 9]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1,
characterized in that the vacuum container is disposed
above the molded part of the ground switch molded, and the
vacuum container has a potential that is maintained at a
floating voltage state.

[Claim 10]

The vacuum switch gear according to claim 1,

characterized in that the vacuum switch includes either a

locad circuit breaker or a vacuum disconnect switch.



