In a tracking control nethod for a tape-shaped recordi ng nedi um havi ng
information signals and signals for carrying out tracking control being
recorrded on a plurality of slanted tracks, a value of neasured tine
duration, which is froma tinme when a head passes a reference phase
position of the head within one rotation of a rotational drum provided with
at l east one head to a tinme when the head starts to reproduce a signal for
controlling the transporting speed recorded on the tape-shaped recording
medium and a reference value are conp32ed, whether or not the difference
bet ween the val ue of neasured tine duration and the reference value falls
within a prescribed range is determned. The rel ative speed of the
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ABSTRACT

In a tracking control method for a tape-shaped recording medium having
information signals and signals for carrying out tracking control being recorded on a
plurality of slanted tracks, a value of measured fime duration, which is from a time
when a head passes a reference phase position of the head within one rotation of a
rotational drum provided with at least one head to a time when the head starts to
reproduce a signal for controlli'ng the transporting speed recorded on the tape-shaped

' recording medium, and a reference value are compared, Whéther or not the difference
between the value of measured time dﬁration and the reference value falls within a
prescribed range is determined. The relative speed of the transporting speed of the
tape-shaped recording medium and the peripheral speed of the rotational drum is
controlled by the comparison results when the determination result falls within the

prescribed range.
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