
~  Abstract  Ferroelectric memory device, and readout
method for such a device A ferroelectric memory device
includes a plurality of memory cells, which each
include a ferroelectric capacitor 1, 2, 3 arranged in
proximity to a heating  device, having a heater layer
4 and two electrodes 5, 6. When the data stored in
the ferroelectric capacitor is to be retrieved, the
heating device heats the  ferroelectric capacitor.
This, due to the pyroelectric effect, causes the
ferroelectric capacitor to generate a voltage which is
indicative of the  polarization state of the
ferroelectric capacitor, so measurement of the
polarity  of this voltage permits the stored data to
be determined.   


