-t

.- ._'._'

PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International B

urean

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 5 :

B31B 23/00, B65H 20/00, B29C 65/78 Al

(11) International Publication Number:

(43) International Publication Date:

WO 96/05960

29 February 1996 (29.02.96)

(21) Internationﬂ Application Number: PCT/US95/08729

(22) International Filing Date: 12 July 1995 (12.07.95)
(30) Priority Data: :
08/292,851 19 August 1994 (19.08.94) Us

(71) Applicant: BAXTER INTERNATIONAL INC. [US/US}; One
Baxter Parkway, Deerfield, IL 60015 (US).

(72) Inventors: SERVERS, Dale, R.; 221 South Ridge Drive,
Gumee, IL 60031 (US). FRANKENBERGER, David;
Route 5, Box 241-20, Mountain Home, AR 72653 (US).
WILLIAMS, Richard; HC62, Box 309, Norfork, AR 72658
(US). KEMP, Michael; 1025 Kentwood Drive, Mountain
Home, AR 72653 (US).

(74) Agents: BORECKI, Thomas, S. et al.; 1620 North Waukegan
L Road, McGaw Park, IL 60085 (US).

(81) Designated States: JP, SG, European patent (AT, BE, CH, DE,
DK, ES, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE).

Published :
' With zmernanonal search report

(54) Title: MULTI-WEB CARRIER

(57) Abstract

-An apparatus (31) and a method are dxsclosed for yert’onnmg an operatlon upon multiple webs (51, 53), mcludmg the .2l
multiple webs (51, 53), the provision of a carrier (65) for assisting in moving the webs (51, 53) along a predetermined path (X
performance of an operation (69) upon the webs, the insertion of a carrier (65) between the webs (51, 53), and the prov:sxon of a.
device (71) for sealing the webs together to form a sealed portion (75) to cooperate with the carrier (65) for assisting in moving ::
-| (51, 53). The carriers (65) are mounted on a.conveyor (83) and each carrier (65) pushes against the sealed portion (75) to pull _
(51, 53), and the packages (41) formed therefrom in the direction of conveyor travel. The pxeferred carrier (65) has a shaped head
end of a flat plastic blade. - The shaped head may have an opening (81) therein of a smaller size than the sealer (188) mserwd
opening such that the fused plastic ‘may exlmde outwa:dly to abut the edge.(79) of the carrier defining thz opemng




An apparatus (31) and a nethod are disclosed for perform ng an operatkon
upon nultiple webs (51, 53), including the [err] nultiple webs (51, 53),

the provision of a carrier (65) for assisting in noving the webs (51, ,53)

al ong a predeterm ned path (8- performance of an operation (69) upon the
webs, ‘the insertion of a carrier .(65) between the webs (51, 53), and the
provision of a - device (71) for sealing the webs together to.forma seal ed
portion (75) to cooperate with the carrier (65) for- aSS|st|ng i'h

novi ng[err] (51, 53), The carriers (65) are nounted on.a conveyor (83) and
each carrier (65) pushes agai nst the seal ed portion (75) to pull (51, 53),
and the packages (41) forned therefromin the direction of conveyor travel
The preferred carrier (65) has a shaped head end of a flat plastic blade.
The shaped head may have an -openi ng (81) therein of a smaller size than. the
seal er (188) inserted-opening such that the fused plastic may extrude
-outmardly to abut the edge (79) of the carrier deflnlng t he openlng
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