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(57) Abstract

An  apparatus for
encoding =z pluslity of
digital information signals
is disclosed, having at least
a first input means (1)
for receiving a first digital
information signal (L) and a
second input means (2) for
receiving a second digital
information signal (R).
Further, signal combination
means (10) are present for

combining the first and 'u:'s:u
second  digital information R2 hxfa
signal (L, R) and for DX IERMNER

generating a first combination
signal (M). First and second
data compression means
(12.1, 12.2) are present for
data compressing the first and
second digital information
signal (L, R) so as to obtain
first and second data reduced
digital information signals
and first, sccond and third
masked threshold determining
means (14.1, 142, 143) are
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present for determining first, second and third masked thresholds respectively from the first, second digital information signals and the
combination signal respectively. The apparatus further comprises selection means (16.1) for deriving one masked threshold from the first
and third masked threshold so as to obtain a first selected masked threshold. Preferably, said first selected masked threshold is the smallest
of the first and third masked thresholds. The first data compression means is adapted to carry out a data compression step on the first
digital information signal in response to said first selected masked threshold.




