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(57) Abstract: A system includes a first acousto-optic deflector (AOD) for diffracting an incident beam of laser energy to produce and
output therefrom a first beam of laser energy and a second beam of laser light, a second AOD arranged to receive the first beam of laser
energy and for diffracting the received first beam of laser energy to thereby produce and output therefrom a third beam of laser energy
and a fourth beam of laser energy, at least one first beam trap arranged and configured to absorb the second beam of laser energy output
from the first AOD, at least one second beam trap arranged and configured to absorb the fourth beam of laser energy output from the
second AOD and a controller communicatively coupled to the first AOD and to the second AOD, wherein the controller is configured
to operate of the first AOD while not operating the second AOD.
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