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S (57) Abstract: A method for the purification of crude acetonitrile comprising distilling the crude acetonitrile in a first fractional dis-
O tillation column at below atmospheric pressure, withdrawing a first side draw fraction comprising acetonitrile, distilling the first side

draw fraction in a second fractional distillation column at super atmospheric pressure, and withdrawing from the second distillation

a second side draw fraction comprising purified acetonitrile.



